'& 
"= 


acme of 2 TOTES 


THE 


Divi ne wa | 


Confidered in its 


Exernal Decrees 
AND 
Holy Exzcurtion 


Of them. 


——_— —— 


By Eowand Poraiis offf 


kad in Suſſex Eſquire. 


y ny Everſden, at the Sin 
ſe in Corn-hill, near this 
{Greac Glaſs-ſhop. ' 1673, © 


s « - 4 pm % G 4 


- 


(xiv ca5ſireaſive:a5f{vo: o0ftee:aofh 
ORDER 
"8 Be" 
T..PPREFAGCE 

: TO.THE \, , 


READER: 


HE DoSrine of Gods 


eternal Decrees, with 


their Execution in his 
| — 
A works Prov:idence 


and Grace, is of preat importance 


"4 1 Jelf, and was ever ſo efteemed ; 
"ri tht Church, It is that -Revelati- F 
"on which God ba been'pleaſed to | 
 oithe" wuito'itr in bis Word, of thoſe 
"Connſels of bi ſovereign will and 
pleaſure, with\thoſe afings of 'in- 
+ uh Azq finite 


The Preface ' "> 
finite wiſdom, power, goodneſ and \\ 
grace in thi purſ uit of them which 

re and iſſue in Eternity. Hereby 
whcle ſeries of divine Operati- 
ons is repreſented unto us, in their | 
beauty &order,whereinGod di iſpoſer | 
all things in this World, out the * 
final iſſue of bis eternal glory. An 
Enqui iry therefore into theſe things 
is fo far from being 4 need{[uſs 
and curious Speculation, \ as ſome 
fondly imagine, that without ſome 
diligence tberein, we can never at- I 
tain that diſtin epprobeyien of © 
divineExcellencies qud thei effes W | 
which. is neceſſary unto the -dire- 
Hion of. our Faith and Obedience. 
The nature indeed of. the things 
themſelves, which is ſublime ang 
mybterious, with that oppofetion 
which the pride of, corrupted Rea- 
ſon riſes yp unto, \ againſt the $9- 


Pereignty epd Wiſdom of God, 
bath 


"= tothe Readef, 
I beth expoſ, ed the Truth \concerning 
; them unto great and flerce- \Contras! 
 diflion in.all Ages : But ar God: 
in the' primitive times preſerved. 
the hnowltdoe and intereſt of it i 
the Chureb, by the holy and learns, 
ed tudeavours of perſons: famour. 
' on that account in their ſeveral; 
Generations, 4gainſt the ſubtil afs. 
ſanlts of men of corrupt. minds 5 
ſo..in theſe loter. Ages he. bas pros 
vided for its windication and des. 
fence, by tbe: faithfub Labours off 
many worthy Tnfiruments, agdinſt 
all that oppoſition which unde? 
various , pretences and apprebens 
frons hath continually broken forth 
againſt it.'. And: it bath. ſo. fallen 
#4, that among all thoſe Digladi« 
#tions which. the .Church hath been 
exerciſed \withal about .ſpiritnal 
thing#, there, are none-whith have 
bees maniged: with more confidence 
3 and 


Tlie Prifuls.» 

and ſeeming ſatizxf ation, unto the 
Parties at- variance ''dbout "thew', 
than theſe concerning the Derrtes 
ind Grace of 'God : For 'whert av: 
they -procede-on warions Principles, 
each Party (find ſuch” aſſurance 'in 
thoſe they build upon;'as they ſup= 


poſe 15 not capable''of any reaſon-' 


able rontradifiion.T hoſe who judge 


. # their ſdfeſt courſe in heavenly 


Myſteries to captivate their Vnders 
ſtandings - nnto the obedience © of 
Faith, and to regulate their afpre- 
benſions about them by divine Rewes 
lation, with a dne rewerence of the 
infinite Wiſdom and Sovereignty 
of God, can diſcern nothing in the 
reaſoning contrary to what they have 
fo learned, that rs 'of weight with 
them or faker any impreſſion on 
their minds ; when others, who 
procede axpen and make their own 
mclinations, deſires and Reaſon ” 
Ry 
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3  totheReader. 
Rule and Meaſure of thetr Concepti- 
ons, forcing divine Revelation and 
Myſteries *-+#t0 compliance with 
them, bave--ns valuation of thoſe 
Arguments” which are' reſolved 
pirely into divine Revelation, as 
repreſenting an Idea of God, bis 
Excellency, bis will and bi; Power; 
anſuited unto what in themſelves 
they conceive of them * but it will 
be found that 'as God, who alone. 
perfeflly knows bimſ «If, ant all the 
effects of bit Wiſdom and Power, 
7 alone give us true notitts and. 
rehenſrons of them, ſo 'it will 

Fi found that it is our wiſdom and 
underſtanding to confine Our tonce- 
Ptions about them, and Faith con- 
' cerning them unto divine Revele- 
tions. And whatever contradifis 
ons there, may be therein nit the 
Carnal Aﬀe ions of men, there is 
tone indeed unto right Reaſon,when 
| AA - the 


the influite diſtance between God 
and us is 'once really admitted and 


acknowledged. Of theſe things treats b 


eth the enſuing Diſcourſe, if I miſ« 
take not, in. words of truth and ſo- 
berneſs, for the ſubſtance of what 
is pleaded therein; and I could not 
but uponthe firt view judge it both 
#ſeful and needful unto the preſent 
ſeaſon. For whereas the Truths 
bere declared and contended for , 
bave in former Ages been oppoſed 
with more ſubtilty, diligence and 
ſpecious pretences, than of late by 
any; yet being never that I bave ob- 
ſerved treated with more rage, con» 
tempt and ſcorn, the common way 
whereby men ſupply their defefis 
2n Learning and Ability, to oppoſe 
what they diſlike and condemn,(the 
Gvorthy Ambor hath bandled them 
with that gravity and mode$ly , 
with that particular regard unto ex- 


preſe 
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es to the Read; * 
| divine Teſtimonies, as is 
ped to rebuke unchriftian < 
lency about ſacred things, without 
taking any notice of them. And ſun- 
dry things in peruſal of bis Diſ- 
tourſe | take no ſmall ſatisfa- 
[ Gjon in; as (firſt) that in baxdl. 
bo ing of theſe myſterious and ſacred 
Truths he choſe briefly to flate and 
ſolidly to affirm bis aſſertions with 
Scripture and Reaſon, clearing po» 
ftive Truths,and not bandling the ns 
merely in'a way of Controverſie , 
though he avoid not the conſidera- 
tion of any material Objefiion a- 
geinſt what he has aſſerted and pro« 
wed : for as this way of teaching di« 
vine Truths is ſuited unto the na- 
ture, uſe and end of them, as alſo 
| - the mannerof their Original Revwe. 
| lation ; ſo the mind is therein 


preſerved ſedate and free from 
ſuch difinrbing or adrverting 
[ pro- 
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provecations as we art commonly 
too incident unto, when engaged e+ 
wen in the defence of Truth by way 
of « controverſie. Again' there aps 
peared unto me that Vein of Piety 
and ſpiritual AfﬀeCtion, Reverence 
unto God, and ſatisfa&ion 1 m the 
thinos themſelves pleaded abont , 
as bath given me a great efteem of 
the Author as well as of his Work, , 

though be be otherwiſe utterly un- 
known to me ; and this reſpe& was 
increaſed, when I found he was no 
Miniſter or Church-man, whoſe buſi - 
meſs it is or ought to be to enquire 
diligently into theſe things ; : but @ 
Gentleman afied by a voluntary con- 
cernment in Truth and, Piety. It 
would not be to the diſadvantage 
of the Natzon, or the Church of God 
in it, if we had more of that rank, 
and quality alike able and alike 
minded. The Modeſty wherewith 
be 
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to the Reader. 
be diſſenty from others or oppoſes 
their ſentiments, without ſevere re- 
ions on Perſons or Opinions, is 
alſo another thing which deſerves 
both commendation and imitation'; 
and the conſideration thereof gives 
me the confidence in theſe few lines, 
defigned nnto another end, to ex» 
preſs my own diſſent from ſome of 
his apprehenſuons, eſpecially about 
rhe Objeft and Extent of Redempti- 
on. Had TI ſeen this diſcourſe be- 
fore it was wholly Printed, T ſhould 
have communicated nty thoughts 
anto him' npon that SubjeF, and 
Jome few other paſſages in it : but 
where there is an agreement in the 
ſubſtance and deſion of anyDofrine, 
as there is between my* judgyrent 
and what is bere ſolidly declared, 
it is our duty to brar with each other 
im things circumflantial, or diffe- 
'yent explanations of the ſameTruth, 
| when 


The Pikfice 


when there . is n9 incurſion mad! 
upon the main Principles 'we own: 
The, Argumentative part. of Ge 
Book is generally ſuited unto the Ge- 
rins of. the Age peſt, wherein accura\ 
cy aud ftrifineſs of Reaſon bare 
ſway ; the Language of it unty this, 
concerning which, . every one. may 
judg 45 be pleaſes, Truth islittle con- 
cerhed therein; nor is it thereuntq 
that I aſſign that perſi cuity which 
appears itt. the main, parts of this 
Diſtourſe, . but unto the clear aud 
diftind ftating of the things them: 
ſelves in the Authors mind, which 
alone enables any to ſpeak with. e- 
widence unto the underfianding of” 
others. And hence it is that atl- 
though he be forced to make uſe 
” 0 of Scholaſtick; Notions, 
yet be bath ſo expreſſed the matter 


- .imended, as to make it obwioks 


unto the meaneſt Capacity any 
#hit 
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TN "-"to the Reader. ", 
. 'whit exertiſed in the knowledge of <4 
theſe things. Having ſaid thus 
__-wuch of this Diſconrſe, which I 
* hope God will bleſs unto good uſe and 
fruit, | ſhall not nee4 to mind the 
Reader ET importance =P 
is to bave the Truths here pleaded 
for,well windicatcd and eftabliſhed; 
the fulneſs and frequency of theSeri- 
ptures in the Coin of them the 
| great influence jnto our Faith,Obedi- 
ence and due Reverence of God with 
the eminent tendency unto the exal- 
tation of bis Glory, _— debaſe- 
ment of the pernicious Pride of cor- 
rupt Nature which they have , the 
Oppoſition made unto them by all 
ſorts of perſons forſaking the Truth, 
who, bowewer differing and fiercely 


Pi comending among themſelves, as 

Papiſts IN Arminians , 
Quakers and others, yet all agree 
in contradiction unto the Sovereign- 


| h. F ty 
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by the Blood of Chrift and the in- 
fallible Prewalency of Divine Grace, 


The to the Reader. 4 
God in his Decrees, the ſpe+ 
aw fruits of eternal Redemption 


do all ſufficiently evince, both the 
weight of theſe Truths themſelves, 
and the eminency of the Serwice 
which is done to the Church of 
God in their Vindication. 


John Owen, 
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A Preface to the Reader, con- 


cerning the Author of the 
Trad enſuing. 


| may well be reckoned among Problems or bard 

ueſtions , whether it were better for thoſe 
who write and print, to publiſh their Names 
or conceal them ;, becauſe many things Pro and Con 
might be argued upon that ap 6 z eſpecially a- 
bout things Polemical , when they are handled. 
Bi# when Cauſa Dei, the Cauſe of God (as our 
lexrned and famow Bradwardine ' intituled bis 
Book, when he wrote againſt the Pelagians ) comes 

br” treated of, all Circumſtances are duly to be 
weighed, Quis, Quid, Quare, Quando, Quo» 
modo, &c, Who, What, Why, When and How, 
Among thoſe of thir' kind, it's very momentaneous 
to know for one, that this Gent lemau is one of the 
Sages of the Law, an Oracle in the Country where 
he liver, An Eircnarches, well' wortby of that 
Name and Place. ' A Fuftice of Peace and not of 
Trouble, according to the Aiſtinttion which our un- 
bappy times bave made, Conformable bimſelf ; yet 
one who affeits rather to be Orthodox, and. to mind 
the Power of Godlineſi, more than the Form thereof. 
I write this Teſtimony of him (thongh be neither 

x needs, 
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A Preface to the Reader, &c, 


weeds, defires or kyowes of it) becauſe I bave ba 
knowledge of bim 3 tencris, from bis Childhood, 
and bave heen certified of bis Domeſticgl Piety and 
Exemplarineſs in all wbich r arg to the Pra- 
fice of Piety. Concerning the Book,, it needs not 
Fatron or Advecate ; Let it fpeak, for it ſelf. Kta» 
tem habet. If quickly ſhews Arma Virunque, 
the Spirit of the Man and bis Weapons, This 
pleaſes me above all the reſt, that thopgh it greats 
of moſt intricate and myſterious Controverſies, yet 
that is done bumbly,reverently, freely and with Cane 
dor.I make not my ſelf bis Hyperaſpiſtcs or Secqnd,or 
q Party to bis Opinion ; but becauſe bis Habitation is 
remote in a Corner of the Land ; bis Converſe more 
with Bookg than with Men ; be ſeldom ſees London 
end is not yet in theſe parts,any of our Anſhe She 
noted or famous Perſons, Leſt any Reader ſhould caf 
bim off with a ſcornful Ignoramus, | know not 
the man, I have preſumed to prepare thy little Le» 
nitive, that no offence ſhould be taken in ſuch reſpetis 
Is are berein mentioned, I ſhall not conclude with 
Ecce hominem, but ad cm, 
apa Lazarus Seaman, 
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CHAP, 


T hat God is. 


Hat God is, is a Primor- 
dial Verity, from whence 
all other Verities derive 
their Original. -If God 
were not, (which'is the 
higheſt Contradidivn ) 
there could be Nothing bur perfe& 'Nul- 
lity ; becauſe Nullity can never paſs that 
infinite vaſt Gult, which lics between it 
ſelf and Being, without an mfinite God. 
If God were not, he could not be; a mere 
poſſible God is utterly impoſſible : for a 
God he cannot be, unleſs he be ſupreme 
Perfection, a pure Act, immoveable Etere 
nity, and eternal Neceſhty , i». ſupre- 
me efſendi wvehementia, This glorious 
Truth , that God 1s, can no where be 
doubted of ; not in Heaven, where his 
Woy B glorious 


2 That ' God 3s, 
glorious face 1s opened to the bleſſed Spi- 
rits;znot in Hell, where tns righteous Breath, 
as a River of Brimſtone, doth kindle the 
fire unquenchable ; nor on Earth, whileſt 
any glimpſes of Heaven irradiate the god- 
ly, or any ſparks of Hell flame out in the 
guilty Conſciences of the wicked ; whileſt 
the Candle of the Lord ſhines within men, 
or the Heavens and the Earth(thofe Natu- 
ral Preachers)declare a Deity without,and 
wonderfully render the inviſible Power 
and Godhead as it were viſible unto 
them. Every Particle of being tn heaven 
and earth leads us to the infinite Being of 
Beings; every Motion within the Sphear 
of Nature and Grace draws us to adore 
a firſt immoveable Mover ; every breath 
of life in the old and new Creature tells 
us of the great Fountain of Life 3 every 
beam of Light in the natural and ſpiritu- 
al World owns the high Father of lights; 
every drop of Rain, natural on the earth, 
and ſpiritual on the heart, witneſfcs a De- 
ity. This truth is fo indubitable , that 
none but a fool in his greateſt folly can 
deny it. Cnr dixit ſiultzs, non eft Deus & 
eur niſt quia ſtultus eſt & 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IL 
That God bath a Will. 


Od's Being being lard down as a ſure 

foundation, I proceed to prove that 
God hath'a Will. Which may be evin- 
ced by theſe Reaſons. 

* 1. God is an immenſe Sea of infinite 
Perfe&tions, or rather one infinite tran» 
feendent Petfedtion ; and a Will (the foun- 
tain of Liberr ” cannot be wanting in him, 
but there will be a Maim in his perfeQion. 
Liberum Arbitrinm ((aith Luther ) eſt, no- 
men plane divinum ; ſolum competit divine 
Majeftati : ſ* hominibns tribuitur, nihilo 
redius tribkithr quam ſt Divinitas iſa es 
tribueretur, quo ſacrilegio nul/um eſſe majus 
poſſit. Sovereign and Supreme Liberty is 
a perfection too high for any Creature 
for that,by natural and imtrinſecal Juſtice, 
owes ſubjection to its Maker. This ts one 
of God's Crown-jewels, who fſitteth King 
for ever and ever, dwelling in that light, 
which no Creature can approach unto , 
and in that Liberty, whick no Creature 
can attain unto. 74 

2. Godis blefled for evermore, bleffed 
B 2 12 
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in all perfection, and perfect in all bleſſed- 
neſs in the fruition of himſelf : he is inft- 
nite Light, to ſee his own infinite Perfe- 
ion ; he is infmite Love, to! embrace his 
own infinite Lovelineſs : As he cannot 
comprehenhvely know his own infinite 
Perfe&tion, unleſs he have an infinite Un- 
derftanding ; ſo neither can he. adequate- 
ly embrace his own infinite Lovelineſs, 
unleſs he have an intinite Will. God hath 
bur one ſimple Nature, and therefore but 
one fimple Pleaſure, which 1s no other 
than the intellectual and amatorious re- 
flexion of the divine Underſtanding and 
Will, on the divine Goodaels for ever. 

3. If there beno divine Will at all in 
God, then the divine Arm muſt needs be 
ſhortned, fo that it can produce\no crea- 
ture at all z for if it produce any thing, it 
mult do it either freely, or nectflarily * 
not freely. for want of a divine Will ; nor 
yet neceſlarily ; for then it muſt produce 
things ad extremum wirinm, and ſo muſt 
produce all the poſtible Worlds and Crea- 
tures lying th the boſom of Omnipotence 
( which would be infimte actual Beings ) 
and produce them all as early as Etermity 
x ({clt; andall thoſe infinite actual Beings, 
foprodueed, ſhould be neceilary Beings, 

as 
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as well as God himſelf. In all which many 
great Contradictions are involved, | 

4. If there be no divine Will in God; 
then the Glaſs :of the divine Preſcience 
muſt needs be broken 3 'becaule, as God 
knows all Eflences in his own glorious El 
ſence, all Poflibles in his own wonderful ' 
Omnipotence,and all congruities and ten- 
dencies to his own Glory, 'in his own un- 
ſearchable Wiſdom ; ſo he knows all Fu- 
tures in his own Will. Forall things tu- 
ture were in'their own nature but-mere 
poſlibles, and could never':of mere--polx 
fibles become futures without the Divine 
Will 3: and (unleſs they become futures? 
they could never be known 'as ſuchy;:nog 
hot by the Divine Intellect it {elf ; For.as 
infinite Omnipotence cannot effcct- that 
which is not polhble, and potenter now po» 
tef7 ; {o nfinite'Ommſcience cannot knpw 
that which is not knowable 5 for thiswere 
toerre, and not to know, and con{equenty 
ly a bfemiſh in the clarity of the Divine 


Intelleft..___ Ll ——— 
5.( The Glory of God (which paſl:s 
betore the faith of his Children ) 1s his 


Grace and Mercy ; and the Glory of his 
Grace and Mercy 1s the Freeneſs and Sclt- 
"movingneſs of it; and this Freeneſs and 

B 3 Sclt- 


6 That God bath «a Will, 


Self-movingneſs. can no where be foynd 
but in the Divine Will alone, into which 
all grace and mercy 15 relolved by God 
himſelf, who ſaith, 7 will be gracious 
to whom TI will be gracious, and will ſhew 
mercy to whom I will ſhew mercy, Exod. 


I NTT ING FOOTER 
- 5 (God is tiving God, and lives the 
moſt perfed life, becauſe he 1s the molt 
perfect Being; and this Divine Life doth 
not merely conlift in the comprehenſion 
of his infinite Underſtanding, nor only 
in che exertion of his infinite power 3 but 
alſo 4n the volition of Ins Divine Will. 
With thee, ( O Divine WjII!) is the pure 
Fountain of Life, the preciqus Well-head 
of Grace and Glory, all the Saints and 
Angels muſt ſtand (till and adore thee, in 
the embraces of free Ele&ion, and Crown 
of Eternal Glory, in every Drop of Chriſt's - 
Redeeming Blood, and Gale of his gra- 
cious Spirit, 


Of the Decrees of God. 


CHAP. III. 


Of the Decrees of God in general. 


[Hs proved that God hath a Will, 

I proceed to the Alts thereof. The 
Divine Will ( although one pure A) is 
conliderable under a double Notion ; ei- 
ther as it is Voluntas Complacentie, or elle 
as it is Voluntas Decreti. Voluntas Compla- 
centie is that whereby God doth love 
himſelf and his own Image. Himſelf, for 
himſelf, as infinite Love doth by an Ama- 
torious Reflexion embrace himſelf as inft- 
nite Goodneſs : And his own Image; 
for where-ever that is found, whe- 
ther (hining out in holy Laws, or living 
in holy Creatures, there is his delight. 
Voluntas Decreti is that whereby God doth 
foreordain Events. Both theſe are Acts of 
his Will, and free Acts ; becauſe they 
ſpring out of his divine Knowledge. Even 
God himſelf, through the intuition of his 
own Beauty, loves himfetf, as well as he 
makes his Decrees out of the Treaſury of 
his Wiſdom : but herein they differ, that 
God's At of loving himſelf 1s ſuch as can» 
not be otherwiſe ; but his Att of Decree» 


D 4 ing 


5 of the Decrees of God. 
ing (if he had been fo pleaſed) might 


have been otherwiſe framed than it is. 
Pretermitting his Complacential Will, I 
ſhall dire&t my Diſcourſe to his Decre- 
nuve, 

- The Decrees of God may be thus de- 
ſcribed, . viz. That they are the Wiſe, E- 
ternal, Immutable, Immanent Acts of his 
Will, (whereby for his own glory he de- 
crees whatſoever comes to pals In time, 
Every Decree of God is an Ad ofhis Will; 
hence 'tis called Kuo, the Will of God, 
ATs 21. 14. tisan Immanent Ad; hence 
"tis called 7e fins 2 own, a purpoſe in him- 
felf, Eph. 1. g. 'tis a wiſe Ae; hence 'tis 
called £\y Ts Drnudlg-, the connſel of 
his Will, Eph. 1. 11. 'tis an eternal Ad; 
hence 'tis called 7e4yrwn; and negettm, 
a foreknowing and foredetermining, Rom. 
8. 29. tis an immutable Act; hence 'tis 
called T9 &uluterov 7 pens, the immutes 
bility of Lis Connſel, Heb, 6417. 'tis an Act 
definitive of Events ; hence 'tis called 
&@ 1098p feng, the determinate counſel of 
God, Ads 2. 23. and theend of all 1s his 
own glory, whereby the whole Will of 
his Decrees cizculateginto-that Will of his 
Complacence, whepeby h&loyes himſelf ; 
himſclf being iheultimate end, all meet 
| _ there 
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there as in their true centre. Nowin.the 
Decreesof God there are four things to 
be _ conlidered. 

. That they are founded' on infinite 
Wiſdom, 
2. That they are ſituate in Eternity. 

3. That they are cemented with Immu- 
tability. 

4. That they are crowned with ,Infal- 
my as to the Event. 

. The Decrees of God are founded on 
;nficite Wiſdom : God hath a Maſs and 
Treaſury of all Wiſdom in himſelf, and 
from thence he draws out all thoſe Orders 
and - Series of things, which thtough his 
Decrees are poured forth into being. Exs+ 
fre Deum there 18 no Reaſon of his De- 
crees, but within there 1s Summa Ratio 5 
God, even as decreeing, dwells in Light, 
though to us unapproachable : every De- 
cree 1s irradiated with infinite Wiſdom, 
though our eyes cannot enter into it. The 
Apoltle calls the World the Wiſdom of 
God, 1 Cor. 1.21. and no wonder; for all 
the rare Artifices and Harmonics in the 
Sphear of Nature, are but the Shadows 
and Pictures of his wiſe Decrees : all the 
excellent Shows in time, are but the A- 
pocalypſe or Revelation of the wiſe Con- 


er ivances 
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trivances in Eternity, God. poſſeſſed 
Wiſdom in the beginning of his way, e- 
ven in the framing of his Eternal Decrees; 
not only when he prepared the Heavens 
in Creation, but alſo when he prepared 
all things 1a his Ideal Counſel ; not only 
when heſet a compaſs on the face of the 
Depth, but alſo when he ſet the Compal 
of Lis Decroee upon the face of all Futu- 
ritions. Every one of his Decrees is moſt 
wiſe and rational ; hence 'tis called his 
Counſel, and the Counſel of his Will. In 
the Eternal Rolls, Cauſes and Effeds , 
Means andEnd,Modes and Methods of Be- 
ing are af ſet down, butnot a tittle with- 
out the advice of an infinite Underſtand- 
ing there is no ſuch thing as mere Will 
in God; no cecns impetus, but a 4.3, a 
depth of Knowledge in every one of his 
Decrees, ' 

2. The Decrees of God are fituate in 
Eternity. Mutable Creatures and their 
Ads are meaſured by Time, which is a 
perpetual Flux ; but God and his imma- 
nent Acts have no other Meaſure but Eter- 
nity, which is a perpetual Inſtant. Scrt- 
pture and Reaſon will both aſſert this. 


fg I, Scripture will do it. When that 
if 


peaks of the Decree of Election, it _ 
: that 


of the Decrees of God. It 

that God hath choſen us Te ;uclaCoAng, be- 
fore the foundation of the World, Eph. 1.4. 
Heaven was made «Td uala&o\ns, at the 
founding of the World, Matth. 25-34+ but 
God's chufing of us to it was long before, 
his mercies are from everlaſting to everlaſt= 
ing, ® ſal. 103. 17. reaching (as I may ſay) 
from one end of Eternity to another. So 
alſo when it (peaks of other pieces of Pro- 
yidence, jt intimates an eternal Preordi- 
nation, of things before the great Hour- 
ok Time was (ct up. There were (70 
TieſpSwo uougol, [er ge times F; 
17. 26, (Not a Sand of Time but it_runs 
out according to an Eternal, Decree; not 
- a memberin.the body, but jt is writtew in 
the eternal Baok,?ſal.139.16.g0t a place of 
habitation, but it was eternally bounded, 
AFTs 17. 26. not a Sparrow falls to the 
ground but by an eternal Will ; not an 
hair but it was numbred 1n Eternity 3 not 
a Particle of Being among all the hoſts of 
Creatures but jt was regiltred in Eternity. 

All God's warks are known to him «dn? 

avs, eternally, AF. 15. 18. Known &- 

ternally as Eflences they might be in the 

Divine Eſfence 3 known eternally as Pob 

ſibles they might be in the Divine Power : 

but known eternally, as Works to be done 


by 
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by God, they could not be, but only in 
his Eternal Decree, which is Rernm omnri- 
an amantilſime Genetrix , & ſuavilſimw. 
Nutrix. | & 
- 2. Reaſon alſo will make out the Eter- 
nity of his Decrees ; for © 
'7. The Atof God's Will is all one with 
God's Will, arid bis Will & all one with 
his Eſſence, and his Eflence is' one pure 
Simple At ; God is Love,effentially Love t 
Amat Dens, nec alminde hoc habet, ſed ipſe 
eft nnde amat, & ideo vehementiuss quia 
non amorem tam habet, quam jpſe eft. All 
the Decrees of God are but Dews volens | 
and, as God being, and God Knowing i#- 
habit Eternity  (o likewiſe doth God will- 
ng: the very Creatures wifled, as they - 
arein God i» Eſſe Ideali, are Eternal. No- 
table is that of Anſelm , Creature, prout 
ſunt in Deo, ſunt Eſſentia Creatrix. Suta- 
ble is that of S. gh mrs on thoſe words 
(in ipſo vita eſt) diſtinguiſhes between arc 
in arte & arca in opere5 arca in opere non 
eſt vita, ſed arca in arte eſt vita, quia vivit 
animi Artificis : Sapientia - Dei, per quam 
falta ſunt omnia, ſecundum artem; continet 
omnia , antequam fabricet ominid ; terran 
vides , eſt in arte terra 5 celum vides 
eſt. in arte celnm ; Solem & TIunam 
| vides, 
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vides, ſunt & iſta in arte 5, ſed foris 
corpora ſunt, in arte vita ſunt. deb 


uo modo poteftis 5 magna enim res dia eſt. 
Oh the Comprehenſions of the Drvine 
fence, Wiſdom, Power and Will } Eflen- 
ces are Life and Eternity in the Divine EC 
ſencez Congruities are Life and Eterni 
im the Divine Wiſdom; Poflibles are Life 
and Eternity in the Divine Power 3 and 
Futuritions are Life and Eternity in the 
Divine Wall, 

2. The Eternity of Futures doth de- 
monſtrate the Eternity of the Divine De+ 
crees : 'tis impoſiible that any thing ſhould 
begin to be future, $i aliquid nunc non 
futurum (ſaith Bradwardine) incipiet eſſe 
futurum, ergo poit aliquod inſtans futuruns 
erit , ergo erit, ergo eſt futurum, ergo aliquid 
non ſuturum eft futurum. Now it it be 
impoſhble that any thing ſhould begin to 
be future, then all futures muſt needs be 
Eternal; and if ſo, whence are they ? Not 
from themſelves, for in their own nature 
they were but mere poſſibles; and if one 
poſhble might by a ſel-motion become 
tuture , all the infinite poſlibles lying in 
the bofom of Omnipotence might alſo be- 
come ſuch ; Nor from any Creature for 
that which is but temporal, cannot be the 
Cauſe 
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Cauſe of that which is eternal. The Spring 
then of eternal futures cannot be found any 
where but in the Eternal God, and where 
mm him? not in the Divine Efſence, for 
that in it (elf, and abſtrattively from the 
Divine Wilt worketh no Change in any 
- all ; not inthe Divine Preſcience, 
for that doth ſuppoſe and not make its ob- 
jets. And how then without eternal De« 
crees can there be any foundation of Fu- 
tures? I may conclude with that of An 
ſelm, Nibil eft futurum nift in ſumma verita« 
te. If then God ſhould make any De- 
cree 1n time, the thing decreed would be- 
in tobe future, which is impoſlible. 

Ry The Deorees of God are cemented 
with Immutability. Ariftotle by the Tight 
of Nature ſaw the Simplicity of God's 
Nature, and from thence rationally con- 
cluded the Simplicity of God's pleaſure, 
The Eternal and Immanent Ads of his Un- 
derſtanding and Will are ever immove- 
"ably the ſame, or elſe infinite Simplicity 
could not take pleaſure in them. God 
faith of himſelf, al. 3. 6. I am the Lord, 
T change not, Should he _—_—_ would 
loſe his Name, 1 am that/T am. 1 know 
(faith the wiſe Preacher) that whatſoever 
God doth, it ſhall be for ever, Eccl; 3. 14: 
His 
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His Decrees are Unchangeable.. The As 
poltle ſpeaking of the Decree of Election, 
faith, The fonndation of God ſtandeth fare, 
having this ſeal, the Lord knoweth thens 
that are his, 2 Tim. 2. 19. Every word 
hath its weight : Eledion is not a ſtructure 
upon Faith, but 4 foundatioz 3 Framane 
foundations may be — but this is 
the foundation af God, laid by him, nay in 
him in the boſom of the divine Will; 
there is noſtanding, much leſs ſure ſtand- 
ing, in the flux of Time and Matter; but 
this foundation, becauſe of God, ce 
God, ftandeth ſure ; 1t ſtandeth in 's 
Eternity, which is Nanxc ſtars; it is ſure 
in God's Immutability, which is ever the 
ſame 3 and the ſea/ upon all this, is God's 
unerrable and infallible Knowledge, 1n- 
cluding within it unvariable and un- 
changeable Love to his people : God is the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no va« 
riableneſs nor ſhadow of turning, James 1. 
17. The viſible corporeal Sun rides cir- 
cuit round the World ; but whileſt he fa- 
lutes one Hemiſphear,tn the turn he leaves 
a dark ſhadow on the other - but God is 
an immutable and ſuperceleſtial Sun,there 
can be no ſhadow in his eternal and un- 
convertible Light, Neither are the vari- 

\ ous 
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ous changes among the Creatures,ſhddows 
caſt by any turn in God or his Will, but 
events ordered and diſpoſed by him. And 
becauſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks in this Verſe 
of perfect gifts, and in the next of Rege- 
neration by God's Will, therefore there 
is a further (ence in it, (1 hat if the Father 
of Lights purpoſe to make the Day-ſtar 
ariſe in any poor Soul, his gracious pur- 
poſe never turns away from that Soul, nor 
leaves it in the dark ſhadow of Death. 
(The Names of the Elett are all indelibly 
written in God's Book; and if the Serie 
pture cannot be diſſolved, Joh.1to. 35. ſurely 
the Book of life muſt be irraſtble. Saint 
Auſtin on thoſe words, Deleantar de libro 
viventium, & cum juſtis non ſcribantkr , 
Plal. 69. 28. raiſes an Objettion, ſs homo 
dixit, Quod ſcripſs, ſcripſi, Dens quemqirant 
ſeribit & delet © quomodo iſti inde de- 
lentur, ubi nunquam ſcripti ſunt ? To which 
heanſwers, Hoc didum eſt ſecundum ſpent 
ipſorum, quia ibi ſe ſcriptos putabant. $uid 
eſt, deleantur de libro viventinum 2 O iþſt# 
conſtet non illos ibi eſſe. Deleantur ergo ſe- 


eundum ſpem ipſorum, ſecundum autem =o 


tatems tnam non ſcribantur; (In a word 
whatſoever Gad doth in his Decrees ' is 


wmmutably the-ſame, His Decrees are as 
EO Tn ERS 
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Mowuntains of Braſs, Zach. 6. 1. unremove+ 
able by Es *becauſe firuare in 
the Eternal Will. The ſtrength or eternis 
ty of Tjrael will not lye or repent, 2 $am.15. 
29. It God's Time cannot lye,but will 
iofallibly ſhew forth the Verity of his Pro- 
miles and Prophecies, ſurely God's Eter- 
nity cannot Iye, wherein he decrees and 
knows all, The World is full of Victh- 
tudes, Matter is in a perpetual Flux, the 
Glaſs of Time is running out, and Tgxcs 
T7 yew, the Wheel of Nature is run» 
ning round : but all the while, (God's Will 
is immoveable ; it doth not rowT about 
with the Heavens, riſe or fet with the Sun, 
orebb and flow with the Sea 3 bur fits 
King for ever and ever upon the Throne 
of its own Immobility. Apud te, Domine, 
$t. Auſt, Conf, Terum omnium inſlabiliun 
Lib, 1. cap.6. ſtant cauſe, & rerum ommi- 
um mutabilium immitabiles manent origi« 
nes, O& omniun irrationalium O& tempore- 
linm ſempiterne viount rationes. Now 
beſides what hath been ſaid out of Scri- 
pture, to, prove the Immutability of his 
Decrees; 'theſe Reaſons may be offered. 1 

1. TheDecrees of God are Immanent: 
and Eternal Aﬀts in God, therefore cau- 


not but .be Unchangeable. God. in fra- 
C ming 
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ming his Decrees' nox egreditur extra ſe- 
zpſuze, goes not out from his own Eter- 
nity. | 

2. As the Eternity of Futvres proves 
an Eternity in God's Decrees, {6 the Im- 
mutability of Futures proves an Immura- 
bility in his Decrees. If the Decrees 
(which are the Baſes of Futurition ) may 
be changed, then that, which was future 
by the Decree, may yet ceaſe to be fu- 
ture, ſire poſutione ejus in eſſe aFwali,which 
is impoſhble. If a new Decree be made 
in ſuccethon after a former , then the 
thing decreed begins to be future, which 
is allo impoſhible. 

3. It the divine Decrees ſhould change, 
Oh ! what amazimg Changes ? what an 
horrible Tempeſt muſt needs -enfue ? Muſt 
not God's own dwelling-houſe, even his 
glorious Eternity , fink and fall to the 
ground 2 Nox enam eft vera Fternitas, ubi 
oritur nova voluntas, nec eſt immortalis Vg-+ 
luntas, que alia &- alia eſt. Muſt not God's 
eternal Preſcience fall a doubting and fal- 
tring about every Future?Secing God can» 
not now know his own works, 'no, not @ 
moment before thetr actual Exiſtence ; be- 
cauſe even then their being may be prevens 
ted by a Change in-his Will May _— 
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tal Grace and Truth lofe their glortous 
light, and Jeſus Chriſt, the Sun of Rig 
ouine(s, drop out of the Golpel-orb, a 
all the Starry Promiſes inthe Word, and 
lightſom. Comforts in the Saints go our m 
a moment, leaving all in darkncts and con- 
fuſion ? May not the Evangelical Banquet 
let down to;poor Worms. be called back 
4gain into Heaven, and the precious 
Blood of Chriſt return again into its Veins, 
and his Humane Nature be calt away in- 
to nothing, and every Saint, in(tead of 
Grace and Peace 1a his heart, may have a 
Lye in his right -hand,” and lie down in 
ſorrow ? Nay, in ſuch a caſe, muſt there 
not fall a'Change upon the very Being of 
God himſelt? And ſeeing every Change 
ts a kind of Death, muſt not the Deiry 
ſuffer.and: as 1t& were die in this Mutation? 
All whictr altomfhing Cata{trophes being 
to be for Ever. abhorred {1 conclude that 
God's Decrees mult needs be Immutable, 
as long asthere 1s any Stabthty in his E- 
teratty , Intallibtlity 19; his Preſcience-, 
Sureneſs/ 41 his Grace and Truth, or Im- 
mortality ih his Lite or Etlence, 

4. The Decrecs of God are crowned 
with Intallhility asto &hbe Event z the Ev 
verit is fe certain, that the, Spiric of Godl 

C 2 ig 
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in Scripture ſpeaks of future things as if 
they were already done. Behold!(faithEnoch 
uTthe morning of the World ) the Lord 
cometh with ten thouſand of his Saints, as 
if he had been then iri the Clouds coming 
ro Judgment. Jeſus Chriſt cries out of 
God forſaking and men piercing him, Pſal. 
22. 1. and 16. as if he had then been upon 
the Croſs with all the wrath of God and 
fury of men upon him. Whom he did pre- 
deſtinate ((aith St. Paul, Rome. 8. 30. them 
he called ; whom he called,them he fed 5 
whom he juſtified , them he glorified ; he 
ſpeaks as if all the Ele& were already in 
Heaven : Hence God is faid to be (7Ja#. 
45-11. as the Sept. there hath it) 6 Tomorzs 
Tx em uhut, 4 Maker of things to come 3 
the Event 1s as certain as if it were already 
done. Now for the underſtanding of this 
point, we muſt diſtinguiſh of Events; ei- 
ther they are good things, orelle evil,vis. 
fins. Touching the firft, the Decree of 
God is Effective 3 touching the Jaſt, the 
Decree of God is Permifhive. The firſt 
come to paſs, Deo om z the laſt, Deo 
_— 3 but both do fall out infal 
ibly. 
| i. Thoſe Events which fall under his 
Effetive Decree do fall ont — 


4. 
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This is clear upon a double Account, 

I. The Will of God is Caſa Canſarnmn, 

an Univerſal Supreme Cauſe, having all 
things under it 3 It reigns over all the ar- 
mies in heaven and the inhabitants of the 
earth, Dan. 4.35. The poor Sparrow 1s 
no more forgotten by it, than the great 
Image of Worldly Monarchy. Natural 
Agents muſt be under it, as the primune 
Movens ; Free Agents muſt be under it, 
as the primum Liberum : the Lot is the 
_ Caſualty, and yet wholly diſpos» 
ed of by it : Sin is the moſt monſtrous 
Ataxy, and yet it is reduced into order 
thereby. Now albcit Particular and io- 
feriour Cauſes may fail of the intended 
Iflue;yet the Univerſal and Supreme Cauſe 
_ be fruſtrated, becaule it governs 
all. 

2. The Effeive Decree of God is back- 
ed with his Omnipotence. Who ever re- 
faſted his Will > He that doth it mult firſt 
grapple with Omnipotence. The Lord of 

ofts hath purpoſed, and who ſhall difanul 
it * hjs hand is ſtretched out, and who ſhall 
turn it back ? Tſai. 14. 27. Canany Crea- 
ture hinder the purpoſe of the Lord of 
hoſts > All Creatures are ready pre(t for 
his Service. But if one Creature could 
C 3 {teal 
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ſteal' away all its>Fellow-creatures froth 
him, yet who ſhallturn back hiwAlmigh- 
ty Hand ?. None 0an ftay bis hand, nov ſay 
to him, What doſt thou £ Dar. 4: 45, His 
power is inſuperable, theretore none can 
ſtay his hand- 3 his Sovereignty 18 unac+ 
countable, therefore none canſay.,, What 
doſt thou ? He worketh all things after the 
Counſel of his own Will, Eph. x. 11. and» if 
he work , who can let it 2 Tſai. 43. 13. Sute- 
ly none. When God's Handvand God's 
- 71104 go gente , the Effet cannot 
all 
2. Thoſe Events which-fall under his 
Permiſhive Decree; do alſo: fall out infal; 
libly. As on the one hand, without God's 
permiitzon, no f1n can come 1nto being 
If God luffter it not, no man ca” aroug 
Iſrael, Pſal, 105. 14- and ( which is lus 
than an injurious att ) Balaarm canmot curſe 
her, Numb. 22.33%. and (whichis yer lets 
than 2 curſing word) the idolatrous Nati+ 
ons carrot ſo much as deſtre her land, Exod, 
34-24. So on the other hand, upon God's 
permithon fin doth follow. All Nations 
will walk in'their-onn ways, As 14. 16: 
Nay, and the I{rael of God (if but ſuffers 
ed) would do ſo too, Dent. 18. 14, If God 
permit-it, the wicked will do wichedly, the 


Jews 
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Jews will fill up the meaſure of theit ſins, Mat: 
23.32. wickedneſs will build her an houſe in 
Sl inar,m the Reprobate world, #here it will 
be eſtabliſhed and jet upon her own baſe,Zach, 
5.11.And what would not a Saint do,if but 
left in manu confilii ſui f Jeremy falls from 
praifing his God, to curling his Birth» 
day,as it were in one breath, Jer.20:14,15, 
Peter falls from his profeſion of Martyrs» 
dom, to the denial of his Maſter, 2datth, 
26. If God permit Gn, fin follows vu 
it ; I ay, upon it, not from it, as an B 
from a Cauſe, but upon it, as a Conſe- 

uent upon an Antecedent. To: ſhut up 
this paint z The Decrees of God,;whether 
as effective of Good-, or as permiſfive 
of Evil, are ſtill infallible as to the Eyent. 
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| CHAP: IV. 
Of Gods Decree of Elefion, as touch« 


ino Men. 
md - 


JF Aving- ſpoken of God's Decrees in 
k general, I pals. @n to his Decree of 
EleGion- ia particular ; this is refpe&ive 
cither of Angels or Mea : pretermitting 
C 4 - It 
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it ta the firſt reſpect; I ſhall treat of it in 
the ſecond. God's Decree of Election, 3s 
touching Men, is ſet forth in Scriprure un» 
der various words,which do not a little il- 
luſtrate the nature of it: 'tis called 7e $5901, 
becauſe God's purpoſe 3 TeGSrois x, x2 i6, 
beeauſe his gracious purpoſe 3 exMoyi, be- 
cauſe he ſeparates or (ingles out ſome to 
mercy, in a way of Choice z Te/ywots, be- 
cauſe he knows them as his own, in a way 
of ſingular love; Tg%2z0ms, becauſe he 
infallibly predeſtinates them to Graceand 
Glory 3 and 4Itic« my I3r)\yudls, becauſe 
all is out of the pure Self-motion- of his 
own good Will.C EleQion is that gracious 
Decree of God, whereby, out of the mere 
good pleaſure of his own Will he chuſes 
ome certain individual men out of the 
"corrupt maſs of Mankind, unto the infal- 
lible attainment. of Grace and Glory, in 
and through Jeſus Chriſt. Now in the 
opening of this De(ctiption, there are {p» 
veral things conſiderable, viz. ' 

1. Whois the Great Agent ? 

2. What are the things deſigned ? 

g. To whom theſe things are deſigned? 
4. What is the Impulſive Cauſe thereof? 
5. In and through whom it is done ? 

I. Whois the great Agent? It is wn | 
racr 
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ther than God himſelf : He chuſes ns, Eph. 
I. 4. he predeſtinates ns, ver, 5. Hence the 
Ele& are called God's EleG, Tit. 1.1. and 
Election is (tiled God's EleTFion, 1 Theſſ.x. 
4. the Elect are ſaid to be Gods own, John 
| 17.6. and EleQtion is named God's own 
purpoſe and grace, 2 Tim. 1.9; He that 
frames this high Delign muſt be a God in- 
deed, a Creator of Souls, and Infuſer of 
Graces, one able to provide an infinite 
Ranſom for the ſatisfaftion of Juſtice,and 
a glorious Heaven for the patefaCtion of 
Mercy 3 noleſs than an Almighty Potter, 
able even out of the Maſs of perdition to 
make Veſlels of Mercy, and fill them with 
Glory. All Divines will at leaſt in words 
confels God to be the great Agent 
but how the Remonſtrants according to 
their Principles can own him as ſuch, is 
well worthy their conſideration : for they 
aſſert that the Object of Gods EleCtion 1s 
a Believer 3; and whether there ſhall be a 
Believer or not, after all the operations of 
Grace, ultimately depends upon the Will 
of Man; andif ſo, how can God' chuſe 
at all? ſeeing the A of his EleQtion de+ 
pends upon the Obje&, and the Oje&t ups» 
on the Will of man. The Remonſtrants 
' will contend, That Man, with his petty 
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created Liberty, cannot chuſe as a man, 
if he be under. the Pre-determining Will 
of Gad 3; and can God, with his Sove+- 
rajga Supreme Liberty, chuſe as a God, 
if be be under. the Pre-determiniong Will 
Sg Man? Gnd what is he [es Ta wade 
> ic, when, - et ZErREt D he ThaThave an El-Qti w 
an or not, nds upay the Objett 3 a 

whether Fe EL Object or not, 
depends upon the Will of Man?zMan's Will 
muſt go before, and make the Objed, 
or or want of one, God's Will muſt 
ſtand fill and not chuſe at'all. And 1s 
this for God to chuſe like himſelf ? Are 
not all Souls his own, and may he not 
chuſe which he pleaſes ; 2, Is not Pall Grace 
and Glory bis own, and. may, he not do 
with his own what he pleaſes 2 But /how 
can he doſo, if as to the A& of Eleftion 
be be underthe Pre- determining Will of 
Man? But you fay, God is not under 
it for all this :; for he firſt, and antece- 
dently ro any foreſcen F aith in Man, did 
decree in general toſave Believers, and 
Believers only, as appears in the Goſpelz 
and thereby did, out of his mere good 
pleaſure, ſet down this Law or Rule to 
himſelf, That -Bclievers, and Believers 
enly, ſhould be the Obect of particular 
Election 
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Eledtions aqd.ſo he is not pre-determined 
by man's Will, but his, own, -and chuſes 
particular perions in hisowa way 2 Unto 
which 1 autwer two things. 

1, That.God hath: fer-ſuch a Law or 
Rul& unto thimff])f, That , Believers, and 
thoſe only, tk be the objectof his E- 
legiva, 4s. upferly untrue :'for then all 
Iatants, dyaig tuc (becauſe no Relicyers 
muſt be,gat of the Sphcar af Ele@ion, a 
by conſequence... qut of the Sphear of Sals 
vation allo z uglels (which y very ſtrauge 
we: could: imagine, thole,.tgabe aftug ' 
laved, whom, yet God never cledtcd. or 
deerced to-layc., . Neither 1s! there | any 
fueh,. Law oc. Rule manuelted m the Ga 
pel ;;there-God's Will is/ thus; fer Naa 
Whaloever, believes {ball be fayed; ck 
imparts that-;Beljevers. arathe obje 
Salvation, but nat in the ]calt that rhey 
are the objects of Eleftion. It is writs 
ten1n the Gofpel, Belzeve and-thou 
be ſaved 3, but-jn what. Goſpel is. it 
miſtns Believe and thou hal be Ele- 


2, That Law or Rule Gif ſuppoſed)doth 
noti anſwer the! Argument, ; far {till ( as 
to particular Ele&ion ) God is under the 
pte-determining Will of, Mag .; .If that 
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fay, Nay, God ſhall have never a choſen 
Veſjel m all the World to fill with Grace 
and Glory ; and how then is he the great 

tin EleGtion? Solomon feta Law or 
Rule to Shimei, That if he p_ over 
Kidron, he ſhould die forit ; he paſſes 0+ 
ver, and dies : What now was the chief 
cauſe of his death ? Solomon's Law or Exe- 
cution, or elſe Shimei's paſſage? Clearly, 
it was Shjimei's own At ; Solomon was 
but as a Legiſlator. Pariratione ; If God 
ſeta Law or Rule, that Believers ſhould 
be eleted,if a man believe and be elected, 
that which chiefly determines the buſineſs . 
t not' God's firſt Law or after Choice, but 
Man's Faith ; God is no Agent therein, but 
#5 a mere Legillator. So naturally dothe 
Remonſtrant Principles run out into that 


of PILIES God's part 
Thph on Acnth. tocall, but Man's to be & 
le& or not 3 Gyhic 


caples muſt be renounced, or elſe God 
cannot be owned as the Great Agent 
in Ele&tion. And here a three-fold En- 
quiry offers it (clf. | 

1. What the things themſelves are 2 
*— In what Order theſe are deſigns 
ed ? | 

3. In what manner theſe are deſigned ? 
1, What 
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1. What the things themſelves are ? 
Theſe are Grace and Glory, or Faith and 
Salvation. 

r Grace is defigned : hence we are ſaid 
to'be called according to purpoſe, Rome. J. 
28. and choſen that we ſhould be holy,Eph.t. 
4. Dowe ſec a Saint in his ſpiritual Glo» 
ry, clothed with Humility, arrayed with 
Righteouſneſs, girt with Truth ; his Eyes 
flowing with repentant Tears, his Heart 
—_— with holy Love, and his 
Hands laden with good Works? All theſe 
were prepared in Eternal Election, as well 
as wrought by the Holy Spirit in Time; 
there was Decretum Dei inthe foreordains 
ing, as well as Digitzs Dei in the forming 
of them. Thus ſhall it be done to the man 
whom the King of Heaven will honoxur. In 
Election there 1s a deſigning of Grace, 
nay all Grace ; Faith it ſelf not excepted, 
The Remonſtrants (hut out Faith from this 
delign, in as much as they pre-require 
Faith thereunto. But how unſcriptural 
is this? Paxl was choſen to know God's 
will, As 22. 14. not to a bare notional 
Knowledge, but to a ſaving practical one, 
ſach as juſtifies, Iſai. 53. 11. ſuch as is 
ternal life, Joh. 17. 3. which muſt 
include: Faith. The Apoſtle calls _—_ 
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the faith of God: ele, Tit.'r. ra If Faith 
ad been precedent td Elcttion, he would 
have told us, that Election 1s of Behevers4 
but becauſe it is conſequent; he faith, that 
Faith is of the Elect. And:how irratio 
nal is1t alſo ? Election is a deſign of fecre< 
tioh 4 it is2%My, a chuling or (ingling out. 
of {ome to Grace 'and Glory 5 the Elect 
are ſaid to be choſen out of the world, Foli. 
I5. 19. and choſey wito God, Ads 9. 15. 
ont 402zv, ((aith Chriſt) thine they were, Fob: 
T7. 6. thine 18 a (clect peculiar ' mariner's 
and Faith is the choice and prime Grace 
of ſecretion, 'it is not mHilu!, of all,2 Theſſ. 
3.2, If all mendid beheve without any 
aw, or difference, the Righteoulnels of 
God would be upon them all, Koze. 3. 224 
the Rivers of living Water would flow in 
themall, Joh. 7. 38. but Faith is not of 
all, whereby it appears, that of all in- 
herent Graces, Faith firſtly and properly 
makes the ſecretion. Now that ſuch-a 
prime Grace of ſecretion as Fatth ſhould 
nor be decreed, inſuch a great deſign of 
fecretion as Election, ſecms to me incons 
ous: even to-abſurdity. If Faith go 
efore Eledtion, then how doth God chuſe 
them out of the» World;, who: by Faith 
ate-out of-it already ? How.dowh he chufe 
IT them 
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them unto himſelf, who by Faith -are- big 
own before? If Man's Will in behevibg 
make the firſt and proper ſecretion, thets 
God's Will hath no room to make one 
by eleQing 3 'wherefore, if we will allow 
God his choice indeed, we muſt confeſs 
Faith jt felf to be deligned in EleCtion;” 

2CGlory deſ1gned m Elettion ; weare 
choſen to Salvation, 2 Theſ/. 2. 13. and be- 
fore prepared to glory, Kom. 9. 23. the 
Names of the Elect are written i heaven, 
and Ho in the Book of life. All the 
glory above rayes out of the boſom of E> 
Iection, and every Crown of blifs is fet orl 
by God's good pleafure, To 

2. In what order are theſe things de- 
figned ? No doubt, by one pure frople 
Actin God. But what is our moſt con» 
gruous conception thereof 2 Some Drvines 
alert, that God firſt decreed Salvation 
and then Faith. Salvation is the end, 
and therefore firſt ; Fatth the means, and 
therefore laſt in God's 'intention. Bur 
this Reaſowys not cogent; for neither can 
any thingin the Creature, no, not is ut- 
molt perfection ( fach as Salvation is be 
God's end, all whoſe Decrees docircula 
mto himſelf > Neither ( if it were ſach 
ſhould- God therefore will it in the#fir 
T2121, place, 
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place, and in order before Faith z for he 
wills the End and Meats with one fimple 
AQ. Excellent is that of Aquinas 3 Sicwt 
Deus uno au omnia in eſſen« 
tia ſna intelligit, it« uno au 
omnia in ſua bonitate wunlt : 
Unde ſicut in Deo intelligere cauſam , non 
eft canſa intelligendi effeFw, ſed ipſe intel- 
ligit effeFus in cauſa z ita velle finem, non 
ei cauſa volendi ea que ſunt ad finem, 
ed tamen wult ea que ſunt ad finem 
ordinari ad finem. Vult ergo hoc eſſe propter 
boc 5, ſed non propter hoc wult hoc. Other 
Divines conceive thus; That God firſt 
decrees Faith and then Salvation, and that 
upon this account : Such and in ſuch or- 
der as God in time doth ſave, ſuch, and 
in the very ſame order, doth God in Eter- 
nity decree to ſave : But God in time doth 
ſave only Believers, therefore God in E- 
ternity did decree to fave only Believers, 
that is, ſuch as were ſo conſidered by him z 
and fo conlidered by him they could not 
be, without a precedent Decxegof givin 
Faith unto them. Wherefore Faith is firſt 
decreed, and then Salvation ; and thus the 
Decree and its Execution harmonize, and 
both ſute with the Goſpel Method, whicks 
ſets Faith ia order before Salvation, But 
| neither 


IS. Art. $. 


Of Gods Decyee of FleTFion. 13 
fieither hath this colourable Reaſon any 
Nerves in it : For that Propofition, Such, 
and in ſuch order, as God faves, ſach,and 
m the very lame order, he decrees to fave, 
may be taken two ways : Either thus; 
God decrees to lave in the very fare or- 
der as he ſaves, that 15s, as in rime Faith 
gocs before Salvation, ſo in Eternity he 
decreed that Faith ſhould go before Sal- 
vation $ and this is true. Thus the De- 
cree harmonizes wiih the execution, and 
both with the Goſpel 5 but thus Faith is 
not made firlt in the Decree, but firſt in 
the execution according to the Decree. 
Or clſe thus : there is the very ſame order 
obſerved in God's decreeing as in his 
ſaving 3 that is, as Faith is fir{t in time, fo 
it Was firſt in God's Decree ; and thus it 
is untrue: for it ſtands upon this falſe 
bottom in general ; There 1s thevery 
ſame order in God's internal Intention, as 
there is in the external Prodution, that 
which is firlt in the one is firlt alſo in the 
other. Thisbottom is ſuch , as neither 
the harmony between the Decree and the 
Execution, nor yet the Gofpel-way and 
Method doth require. The harmony be- 
tween the Decree and the Execation doth 
not requitg itz for % only requires _ 

X «hat 


24 Of Gods Decree of EleFion, 
that, which 1s decreed to be and exiſt 
firſt, ſhould accordingly be and exiſt firſt 5 
but it requires not that that, which 1s 
firſt in Production, ſhould be firſt in Inten- 
tion, In production the Sun was firſt be« 
fore the Beams ; but was it firſt alſo in ins 
tention? then God-decreed a Sun, and 
in that inſtant meant no Beams. In proe 
duction, the Chaos was firſt before the 
complete World, but was it ſoin intenti»- | 
on? then God decreed a Chaos, and in 
that inſtant meant not a complete World. 
Neither can it avail to ſay, that theſe in- | 
ſtances arc in Naturals 3 tor the- harmony |} 
between the Decree and the Execution | 
1s as accurate in Naturals as 1n Spirituals. 
Neither doth the Goſpel-way or Method 
require itz 'for that only requires, that * 
Faith be and exiſt firſt, but not that it-be ' 
firſt intended or decreed. In order of na« 
ture, Faith is firſt before Adoption 3 - but 
was it firſt alſo in intention 2 then God 
decreed 'Faith to ſome perſons , and 1n 
that inſtant meant not their Adoption , 
which yet by the Goſpel is a neceſlary 
reſultance from their Faith. In order of | 
exiſtence, Faith is firſt before Salvation 3 
but, was it firſt alſo in intention? then 
God decreed Faith to ſame perſons, and | 
| | 
; ho | 
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in that inſtant meant not their Salyation, 
which yet by the Goſpel is a.neceſlary 
conſequence of their Faith. And -this 18 
the rather to be marked, becauſe the 
Remonſtrants aſlert , That God firſt, and 
antecedently to his Decrce of giving 
Faith, did decree in general to adopt 
and fave all Bchevers ; and it fo, then 
how doth Gud decree Faith roa perſon, 
and not in aud by the ſame Decree, de- 
cree Adoption and Salvation to him ? 
Theſe are a Conclulion naturally lowing 
from Faith, by vertue of the general De- 
cree; and therefore that Decree, which 
deſigns Faith to a perſon, cannot but de- 
ſign thel& alſo to him. In order of na- 
ture Faith 1s before Perſeverance, yet both 
are by one and the ſame Decree : for 
God in decrecing Faith, decrces the- du- 
ration thereof, which is but Mora in effe 
a kind of ſtay in Being ; elſe his. Decree 
would be very imperfect, In .point of 
exiſtence, Perſeverance 15s not fimultane- 
ous or all at once, but ſucceſſive, one 
ſand as it were dropping after another ,, 
and one inſtaat drawing on another : yet 
all Perſeverance is in one and the ſame 
Decree. Toimagine-a ſucceſlion.of De- 
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on of inſtants in Time, were ſtrangely to 
Metamorphoſe Eternity into Time. Thus 
it evidently appears, that there is not the 
ſame order in the internal Intention, as 
in the external Production 3 that which 
is firſt in exiſtence here, is not firſt in 
contrivance there, Wherefore the Ar- 
ment for Faiths firſtneſs in the Decree, 
uſe of its firſtneſs in the Execution, 
falls to the ground. In brief 3 waving 
both theſe opinions , as built on ſandy 
foundations, I conceive it is moſt congru- 
ous to ſay, That God decreed Faith and 
Salvation in the very ſame Decree, yet ſo, 
as that withal he intended, that in the 
execution, Faith ſhould go before Salva- 
tion. Asin Naturals, God decrees the 
Sowingand Harveſt in the very ſame De» 
cree, yet 1o, as that in actual exiſtence 
the Sowing (hall precede the Harveſt : 
So in Spirituals God decrees Grace and 
Glory, the ſowing to the Spirit and reap- 
ing of Life eternal, in the ſame Decree z 
yet ſo, as that in actual exiſtence, firſt 
there is Grace and then Glory ; firſt ſow- 
ing tothe Spirit, and then reaping Life 
Eternal. Wherefore in God's Decree 
Faith 1s not before Salyation, nor Salva- 
tion before Faith, but both arc fimulta- 
aEQUS ; 
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neous: nevertheleſs, in time Faith comes 
forth firſt, according to the Golpel-me- 
thod, and afterwards Salvation crowns it. 
3. In what manner are- theſe things de- 
ſigned ? I anſwer, in an Infallible way , 
ſuch as never fails : Hence EleQon is call« 
ed Teg0e4540%, an infallible Predeſtinati- 
on, or Predeſtination of Grace and Glory 
to the Elet, Thus the Apoſtle : #hom 
he did predeftinate, them he called; whom 
he called, them he juſtified ; whom he juſti- 
fied, them be glorified, Rom. 8. 30. The firſt 
link of Predeſtination and the laſt of Glo- 
rificationare ſurely joined by the middle 
links of Vocation'and Juſtification. The 
Remonſtrants to decline the force of this 
| place, tell us, that the Apoſtle 
ere ſpeaks only of Believers , ſuch as 
love God, Ver.29. and of a predeſtination 
and vocation tothe Croſs, and ofa juſtifi- 
cation and glorification after it patiently 
endured.Burt what is this interpretation but 
mere a perverting of Scripture ? The As« 
poltle ſpeaks of Belicvers, ſuch as lave 
God ; but did they belicve and love ante- 
cedently to God's EleQion,or conſequent- 
Iy, and as the fruit thereof? If antece- 
ently, What is the Calling according ta 
purpoſe > What purpoſe is this but the 
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priypoſe arvordiagy to Eledion, Row, 9.11? 
the purpoſe according to whith God ſeves 
and calls ns,2 Tim. 14. 96> What Callin 
this, but that efticacious ofie which a= 4 
a man hear and Jearn of the Father, 
as to come to Chrift by Fatth and Love, 
Joh. 6.45? Wherefore Faith and Love 
ſtream out of the- fountain of Vocation, 
and Vocatjon comes'down out of the bo+ 
ſom of God's Purpoſe. Tofay, that the 
called according to purpoſe, -are thoſe 
which are ready to obey all the Will of 
God, 1s againſt che'uſage of Scripture, 
to turn God's Call into man's Obedience; 
and God's Purpoſe (which i isthe meaſure 
of * his 'own aQrng ) into his Command 
(which is the meafure of man's.) Again, 
f antecedently; what becomes of the 
#6 w#z24xw, Ver. 29 2% How ' could - God 
foareknow ,'that is, forglove them who 
loved him before ? IF they "loved firſt ; 
the +40 mult onr, it 18 not Pre- diletion, 
but Poſt- dileftion, It remains then that 
they did beheve and love conſequently 
to God's Elettion, and by a divine' in 
fluence from thence. But to goon 5 What 
is the Predeſtination here, but toa Con- 
formity to the Image of Chiſt > / And are 
Suldexings all the Image of Chriſt ? Are 
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and Glory no part thereof? What Divine 
will not 'bluſh to ſay ſo? And how then 
is not-Predeſtination to theſe + But 'if 
Sufferings were all Chrilt's Image, yet are 
all Sufferings his Image 2 Whar if they 
be mere Sufferings, ſuch as have no tins. 
Qure of Faith and Holineſs upon them ? 
Are theſe his-Image alſo ? If not, the Pre- 
deſtination'to his Image muſt include irvit 
a Predeſtination to Faith and Holineſs. 
And what is the Calling following upon 
Predeſtination?Is'it a Calling to Sufferiogs 
Such a:Calling uſes to be particularly ex- 
prefled 3 Hereunts were you called, ſaith St, 
Peter, 1 Pet. 2.21. and IWe are appointed 
bereunto,ſaith S. Pani, 1 Thefſ.3;3.But where 
inall the Scripture doth the word [ Call- 
ing ]being put abſolutely.,and without ſuch 
addition, ever (ignihe a Call to Sufferings ? 
KAyTMG &yiew, We meet with therein, but 
not KAymvis IMG uWorgr Wherefore the Call- 
ing 15 to Faith and Holineſs. And what is 
the Juſtification which hangs upon Call- 
ing ? If the Calling beto Sutferings, are 
they not juſtified before that Calling ? 
No doubt they are in the inſtant of be- 
lievivg 3 and how then is Calling fer firlt 
and Juſtification laſt? You'l ſay, this 
place ſpeaks not of the Jultification of 
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their perſons, but of the Approbation of 


their cauſe. And where 1n all this Epiſtle 
is the word [ juſtifie}ſo taken ? And why 
ſo here ? Laſtly, the Called are. Juſtt- 
fied, and the Juſtified Gloritied, faith the 
Apoſtle. And are all thofe which are call- 
ed to Sufferings Juſtified and Glorified ? 
The experience of thouſands denies it. 
You'l ſay, they are all juſtified and 
glorified, if they bear the Croſs with Faith 
and Patience. But who dares add ah [if } 
to Gads Word, and in this Text to the 
two links and not to the former ? The A+ 
poſtle faith expreſly, whom he did Pre- 
deſtinate, them he alſo Called. and whom 
he Called, them he alſo Juſtified , and 
whom he Juſtified, them he alſo Glorifi- 
ed. In the Original, the wards T&Tss * 
faſten every link to its precedent, and that 
with appropriation to the very ſame per- 
ſons; x, faſtens Calling to Predeſtination, 
and JulliGcation to Calling, and Glorift- 
cation to Juſtification, and the TsTzs ap- 
propriates all throughout the whole chain 
ro the ſame perſons. (If therefore any 
perion redeſtinated or called within this 

ext be not alſo juſtified and glonihed, 
the chain is broken, and the truth of the 


Text cannot (for ought I (ce) be falved, 
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Wherefore I conclude that this Text doth 
not treat of Predeſtination and Call 
to Sufferings, notwithſtanding whi 
many fall thort of Juſtification and Glo 
rification 3(but of Predeſtination and Cal- 
ling to Grace and Glory, ſuch 3s doth in- 
fllibly bring them to Juſtification and 
Glorigcation. CGod's Eleing mercy to« 
wards his choſen ones is ſure and unfail-”® 
ablez before they had any being , free 
Grace embraced them 1n an Eternal De- 
cree, and laid them in its boſom , and 
when they left the Common Nullity, and 
io the firſt moment of their Being, lay in 
the blood of their natural enmity and 
iniquity , free Grace would not paſs them 
by, but there muſt be «i295 xaſakudifor, 
as the Seps. hath it, Ezck, 16.8.)-a time 
love to let out and diſlolve it ſelf in 
gracious operations 3 to caſt its skirt over 
them, waſh them in the blood of the Co- 
venant, anoint them with the holy Spt- 
rit, and put a Chain of Graces about 
their nocd or: And -after aJT This, when 
their Faith waversTikea Wave of the Sea, 
his Faithfulneſs is as a Mountain of BraG 3 
when their Love cools and (lacks , his 
Love is ever the ſame, and inflames theirs 
afreſh; when their Holineſs is full of Crea- 
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rure-weakneſs and imperfectian, there are 
with him Tx nx Tx ma, holy Mercies 
and Compaſſions which never fail; when 
they ſin and go on frowardly in the way 
of their hearts, yet he will ſee their way 
and heal them, as the Expretlion 1s, Iſar. 
$7.18. How many milliens of times, afs 
ter their Converſion, might he: have ſeen 
their way and damned-them 2. but becauſe 
of his unchangeable Love he will ſee-thieir 
way and heal them. His Covenant us 47 
the Waters of Noah, Iſai: 54-9. When 
they fin again and: again,; yet his pardons 
ing Mercy and healing Grace will never 
fufter them to lie under' water, nor the 
deluge of ſia to overwhelm-them force 
yer. (In a word ; his El Love neyet 
leaves off ll ichatf Todp them _ 
cnt Thus the Foundation of 
ſtandeth ſure, and the Eleftion _ 
obteineth Grace and Glory,': /{'+ // 

3. To whom are theſe things deſigned 
Fanfwer in two thin | 

I, Theſe are deſi jiened fo ſome certain 
individual perlons. 

2, Theſe certain individual perſons are 
conſidered as lying in the Maſs of Pers 
dition. 

1, Theſe are deligned to ſome: certain 
individual 
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ndividualt perſons. The Lord knoweth 
thew that are: bis, 2 Tims 2. 19. Their 
namos are all down in the Book of life,Phil, 
4. 2: he called them «aT' dou, by rame, 
Joh. Io. 3: ST ( faith God to Anazias) 
this individual perſons, this very Pax, 
who but now was breathing out blood a» 
ainſt the Church, this 75a veſſel of FleGi- 
- Ads 9.15.CThe Elect area = 
nate number ; 'What elte were 7he 7000. 
which bowed wot #0 Baal, 1 Kings 19.18 £ 
What the 144000. which were ſealed in 
their foreheads, Rev. 7.4 2 It there were 
no ſer number, why are they called « rem- 
nant according to the eletion of Grace , 
Rome. It. 5 £ What remnant can there be 
unleſs made-up of individual perſons? 
What Eledion but of .ſfuch:? A chuſfing 
orſingling outs, if not of individuals, is 
no chafing or fingling out at all. And 
this ivone remarkable difference between 
the Will of God's Complacence, and the 
Will of his Benevolence :'the Will of his 
Complacence is property. reſpe&ive of 
Graces, and that where-ever thoſe Graces 
are, withoutany' diſtinction; of perſons, 
in every nation he that feareth God and 
worketh righteouſneſs is accepted with hin, 
ſaith St, Peter, AG, 10, 35. It Cain da 
well, 
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well, ſhall he not be accepted ? If a Judas be 
mg ſhall he not be zuftiied > Witt 
out any Hamn, the righteouſneſs 
God ts npon all theme that believe, Rom. 3 
22. His pleaſure is in them that fear bi 
P/al. 147.11. A gg90d man (where-ever þ 
be) 19? P'S! draws out favour or com} 

cence from the Lord, Prov. 12.2. And the 
reafon 1s, becauſe this Will of Compla- 
cence, iſſuing out of his perfect Sanchity, 
cannot but embrace his. [Image where-e- 
ver he finds it; but the Will of Benevos- 
Jence (ſuch as Election is 1n the ſupreme 
degree) is diftindtive of perſons : for this 
"> oct of certain bleſſings, and (un-} 
leſs the perſons, to whom thoſe bl 

ſhall begrven, be deſigned alſo) theDe-» 
erec is very imperfett : and this is decre- 
tive of certain bleflings out of ſupreme 
and ſovercign liberty; -and to this' as a 
flower of its Crown, it appertains to dee 


fme all Perſons a well as bl 
fore, in on, not only Grace and Glo» 
ry, but the very individual perſons, who 
ſhall have and receive the ſame, are pun- 
Ctually defigned; In Heaven there are 
many Manſions, and the Ele&t Veſſels 
muſt fill them up; or elſe there might be 
a Yarxumin that bleſſed place : _ 
_— 
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Of Gods Decree of EleFion. 45 
ore thoſe Ele Veſſels are all numbred in 
God's Decree a 

2, Theſe certain individual perſons axe 
conſidered as lying in the Maſs of perdi- 
tion : this (as I conceive)” is moft congru» 
ous to Scripture, There Elettion is 
ſtiled YVoluntas mijerendi, « will of ſhew- 
ing mercy, Row. 9.18. and the Elect are 
called veſſels of mercy, Kowm. 9g. 23. there 
weare faid to be choſen in Chriſt, and cho- 
ſer that we ſhould be holy, Eph, 1. 4. there 
we are {aid to be appointed to obtain ſal- 
vation , and that in and by Jeſus Chriſt, 
1Theſ.5.9.But if Cod clefting did not conſe 
der men as {innerslying inthe corrupt mals, 
what need was there of Mercy where there 
was no miſery ?-What room for a Chriſt, 
a Mediator, where there was no Tranſ- 
greſlor? Why ſhould Holineſs be deſigned, 
which was yetin _ and unforfened ? 
Why ſhould Salvation be appointed,when' 
as yet there was none lolt, or in the ſtate 
of perdition 2 Wherefore I conceive, that 
in EleGtion Men are conlidered ay finners 
lying in an undone condition" ſuch only 
are objects capable for Mercy to embrace, 
Chriſt to redeem, Holineſs toſanditic,and 
Salvation to crown. The Remonltrants 
allert, that Men in Elettiag are oe" 
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ed not merely as Sinners, but as Believers; 
but the Scripture doth pregnantly contra- 
di&t them : for Predelſtination 1s ſet before 
Vocation, Komr. 8. 30. and yet Vocation 
goes before Faith. (Chriſt calls the Ele& 
is ſheep, before their bringiag home, Job. 
10.16. and yet that bringing goes be- 
fore believing. Again , Chriſt tells us, 
Thine they were, and thou gaveit them me, 
Joh. 17. 6. which pallage , if compared 
with that other, All that the Father giveth 
me ſhall come to me, Joh, 6.37. doth evi- 
dently point out to us the true Method of 
theſe things : Election, imported in that 
phraſe {thine they were] is antecedent to 
iving, and giving to coming or believing. 
hence it appears clearly , that Faith 1s 
not antecedent to Election as a Conditi- 
bn prerequilite in its obje&, .but conlg- 
quent thereunto, as a ſtream flowing out 
of its fountain, Whercfore I conclude, 
that in Election menare conſidered not as 
Believers, but as Sinners. 

- 4+ What is the impullive Cauſe of Ele- 
ion 21 arffiver, There is no other impul- 
ſive Catiſe but his own good pane. It 
waz the ſaying of Plato, L hat the firſt 
Mover moves himſelf. God in the volt 
tion of himſclf, doth as it were move rx 
ſelf; 


felf 3 the divine Eſſence, as volent, being 
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raviſhed with 4t (elf as infinite Goodneſs, 
But in other volitions he moves other 
things, himſelf remainiag unmoveable. 
Learned Bradwardine diſtinguiſhes the ob« 
jets of God's Will into Yolite priore & 
poſteriora; priora ut Deum eſſe, poſteriors 
ut Mundam c//e : Volita priora ſunt aliqua 
cauſa divine volitionis, volite autem poſte= 
riore non ſunt cauſa ejusz Voluntas Det eſt 
canſe omnium poſteriorum : ſi ergo aliquid 
eſſet canſa Volitionis divine, illud eſſet canſa 
Z _ (But to ſpeak in particular 3 the 
Decree of Elettion hath no other Cauſe 
but the divine pleaſure only, This 15 evi- 
dent in Scripture 3 we are predeſtinated 
according to the good pleaſure of his will , 
Eph. 1. Ver. 5. To the praiſe of the glory 
of his grace, Ver. 6. According to the pur« 
poſe of him who worketh all things according 
tothe connſel of his own will, Ver. 11. It 
we ask, why God will call a Church out 
of the common Maſs, Samet will tell us, 
It hath pleaſed the Lord to make him 4 
le, 1 Sam. 12. 22, But it weask, why 
it pleaſed him ſo to do, Moſes will tell us, 
God loves his people. becauſe he loves thens, 
Dent, 7. 8. When God will fet forth the 
Sclk beingnefs of his Eſfence, he ttiles _ 
el 
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ſelf b t wonderful Name, I am that t 
an. Ohen he he will magnific the Self 


movin 1s of his Grace, he givesa ——_ 
derful Io T love = eT love 


an immenſe Sea and [you a 
Ele& veſſels fail wy os Plerophories of 
Faith and holy Contemplation, as far as 
they can,ſtil] there will be a boundleſs Sea 
of Being and Love before them. He that 
will preſume to fpic out the Cauſe of ci- 
ther of theſe, muſt firſt paſs over Immen- 
lity, and through Etermty,. When Mo» 
ſes defired toſfee God's Glory, God pro 
claims the abſolute ſovereignty of his 
Will, 7 will be graciows to whom Iwill be 
gracions, Methinks theſe words, I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, import 
a perfect Abſolutenels and Incaulability 
in Gods Will; even as that Name, 7 aw 
that Tam, imports a perfed abſoluteneſs 
and Incaulability in God's Eflence. Some 
have grounded Election on good Works 
foreſeen3z(hurthis is utterly exploded by 


the Apoltle, who tells us, that God hath 
ſaved and called us, not according to our 
works, but his own purpoſe, 2 Tim. I. 9. 
and that there is a remnant _— to 


the eleFion of grace, and i f it be by grace, it 
#7 mo more of works 3 of 7 
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omit ang Rom, 11.5; Canaan, the land 


9 Type « of Cup was: dt 
vided by Lot, ſuitably the Ap 


ſaith, \ Ay a rr eggs we fv lat, 
Eph.1.11. Now inche poll ofaniors 
what reaſon.qr cauſe can: be aſſign 
parte creature #. Is not the © align Tos 
thereof of the Lord, Prov. 16. 33 f 
ny thing in the World hang more purely 
on the Will of God than EE Why 
have ſuch and ſuch Worms a lot in light, 
and not in utter- darkne(s? The Apoſtle 
anſwers in that place, Ca \ngeerrpah T 
Sits, Predeſtination lots, them in th 
Lord ſhews whom he hath choſen: by 
giving Grace and Glory, according, 
good pleaſure. When Abaſnerus cou 
not reſt, he calls for the Records 
RH there of Aordecai's ſervice , he 
thereupan reſolves to honour him E(th. 6 
this was done likea man: But it is not 
with God, who doth not honour after +4he 
manner of men, 2 Sam. 7. 19. but ina 
way. becoming . his glorious ſovereign wy 
and bopaey, he purpoſes in himelf, E 
1.9. Perin de uglet (laith was 2 i di- 
ceretur, nihil extra je.co dee CWjnes 7.4 
Hionem itt decernendo ha ered 5 he reſt reſt by * 


Me love, Zpb, 3, 1 7 and unleſs that cam- 


placential 
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lacential reſt, which he takes in his ow 
Wan, could be broken, we-cannot im#- 
g tha he ſhould fall-a ſeatchjng the 
ecprds of his Preſcience 3_and' for the 
"Works ' written therein ;' makea 
of EleQipn unto glory; ; for ſuch 
an Election would riot bean Election of 
r4cebut of works; and'the Elet Veſ 
els would be = Meritorum,and not veſa 
Miſericordie. ut where is the holtne6 
and obedience of the Saints recorded, but 
m the very Dectce of EleQtion ? Theres 
in God doth not only chuſe men to glory, 
as, 'the end, but alſo unto faith and hoh- 
neſs, as the way feading thereunto. 'God 
th choſen us that we Roald be holy, Fph.'t. 
4. Wor quia futuri eranns, ſed ut eſſentny 
Tayitth. j have choſen you'( (aith Chriſt” 
that you ſhould =—_ and bring forth fruit, Joh. 
'I5. 16. and py are ye if you do theſe 
'thing:,.faih he, L2 13. 17.” But would 
alt the Apoſtles bring forth frune? wonld 
'they all doſb and be happy ?' Our Sivi- 
oor anſwers plainly, Ver. 8: I ſpeak! wot 
of you al, I know whom I have © "on Le 
aks not of Ele&ion to A444 % ny 
on'to Grace an r 
bo ch an Flettion asThuts Ju Js outof 
: the number, 'Neither' doth. he fay, I 
F129 know 
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know which'of you will be holy and o- 
bedi but 7 know- whom I have choſen, 
(becauſe dT holinek and obedience of 
the Sairits 1s built upoi_free Elettian,. In- 
ter gratiam © predeſtinatio- 
ns hoc toes ( ich *' frat Geo, 
St. Auſtin) quod predeſtinatio oft gratie 
preparatio , gratia verd eft ipſa donatio. 
Qnod ait Apoftolis, Tpſins ſumu figmentun 
creati in Chriſto Jeſu in operibus bonis, gra» 
tie eft; quod autem ſequitur,que preparavit 
Dens wt in illis anthicdemus, predeſtinatio 
eſt. 8 proprie appel/entur ( faith St. Ber- 
ard) ea que dicimus noſtre | 
merit, ſunt quedam ſpei ſe- Pe ren try 
minaria, charitatis incentiva, x 
orculte predeſtinationis indicia , future 
felicitatiy preſagia, vie regni, non cauſa 
regnand}, '' © 
Other$build Election on foreſeen Faith 
and Perſeverance , as' if theſe were the 
moving Catſes , or at leaſt the antece- 
dent Conditions thereof, Thus the Re+ 
moniſttahits, herein ontſtripping the Jeſuits 
themſelves. Predeſtinatio , . 
(faith Kitiz.') tota oft ext wo- © Prod, Dilgeng. 
lantate "Dei, & quantum ad merita , & 
——_— ad oi prevent And in ano- 
her place; Dehs dat wt velimns, facitque 
E 2 ub 
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wt faciamns , and withal gives - an in« 
ſtancein Faith and Perſeverance. Bellar- 


_ . mine ſpends ſome Chapters 
GY Lib, afrratr this Theſis, Pre- 


deftlinationis nulla eſt. cauſa 

in nobis : EleGio (ith he) non pendet ex 
ulla previſione operum noitrorum , ſed ex 
mero beneplacito Dei, $i ſpedes. ((aith 
Gregory de Valentia )) predes- 
inationis rationem, nihil eſt 

in predeſtinato, ſed potins in ipſo Deo 3,imd 
eft ipſe Deus, 2 quo (que ſua eſt infinita per- 
feTio) nulla ejus operatio reipſs diſtingui- 
tur. And, Predeſtinationi ſunt ieriben- 
da omnie Dei dons quibus ſalus noſtra con- 
tinetur, Deus ſuos eleFos 

Opaſe. 346- ( faith Snarez) ante previſa 
merita ſud gratuiti voluntate elegit,non tan« 
tum ad unum vel aliud beneficium gratie, 
fed ad totam ſeritm Mediorum, quibus in- 
fallibiliter perducuntur ad regnum, And q- 
gain, EleFio non ct ex preſcientie perſeve- 
reantie future, ſed «ft origo illins. ho 
can but bluſh at theſe paſlages, wherein 
the Jeſuits themſelves attribute more to 
free Grace, than the Remonſtrants? But 
for the thing it ſelf; the very ſame Scri- 
ptures , which overthrow Election © as 
founded on foreſeen Works, do over« 
| throw 
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Of Gods Decree of EleJion, $3 
throw it as founded on foreſeen Faith. 
That place, Rome. 11. 5. is very pregnant 
again(t it 3 There is ( faith the Apoltle ) 
« remnant according to the EleTion of 
grace : the reſervation there ſpoken of 1s 

ot man's a& but God's, «aleAmov twwle, 
frith the holy Oracle, Ver. 4. Nor dixit 
(faith Auſtin ) reliFa ſunt mihi, aut reli- 
querunt je _mihi , ſed reliqui mihi, The 
word in the Old Teſtament is very em- 
phatical WPNUN) faciam remanere , I will 
cauſe ar make to remain, 1 Kings 19.18. 
And haw doth God reſerve or make men 
to remain unto himſelt-? how, but by giv- 
ing of Faith unto them? This is that which 
puth them iato the Ark of Salvation, nei- 
ther Jtke any other way of reſerve 
found ih, the Goſpel. Now this reſerva- 
tion ( witch imports in it the giving of 
Faith) is ( faith the Apoſtle) according to 
the Ele@ion of grace Eletion therlore 
1s not according to Faith, but Faith ac- 
cording to Election. But as ifthe Apoſtle 
had not yet fpoken enough in calling it 
the Ele&ion of grace, he goes on, and 
if by grace, then it is mo more of works, 0- 
therwiſe grace is no more grace; where he 
doth include Faith within the word 
{works.] Indeed in other places treating 

E 3 of 
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of Juſtification,be oppoſes Faith to. Works, 
but hereſpeaking .of Elettion he ihcludes 
Faith within them ; and the reaſon is evi- 
dent, Faith hath a peculiar Organicalneſs 
or Rereptivity to receive the tree Grace 
of God, that the Believer may be juſti- 
fied, Gal. 2. 16. but it hath no Organi» 
calneſs* or Receptivity to receive the free 
Grace of God, that the Believer may be 
elefted « Wherefore, as to Juſtification it 
is oppoſed to Works, but as to Election 
it is included within them. It is written 
inthe Goſpel, Believe and thou fhalt be 
juſtified 3 but in what Goſpel is it written, 
Believe and thou ſhalt be eleted ? Now 
that Election is not bottomed on foreſeen 
Faith and Perſeverance.l ſhall demoa(trate 
divers ways. - | | 
If From the glory of EleGtion, which 
breaksTorth inirts Eternity, Sovereignty, 
Grace and Efhcacy. . If EleQion be found» 
ed on foreſeen Faith and Perſeverance , 
where is the Eternity of it > No man,ac- 
cording to the Remonſtrants Doctrine, is 
completely Ele& until he believe, nay, 
not until the laſt inſtant of Perſeverance, 
wherein he ceaſes to believe. But if this 
may be-ſalved by the Divine Preſcience,- 
yet where 45 the Sovercignty of it ? Hath 
| not 
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wot the Potter power over the clay ; of the 
ſame lump to make one veſſel to honour, and 
another to diſhonour , Rom. 9. 218 To 
order different Veſlels out of the ſame 
lump to different ends is glorious. powerz 
but to ſever out Believers from Unbeliey- 
ers is not ſo much power as skill. Whe- 
ther God in Predeſtination look on men 
in flats integro, or in ſtatn lapſo, it is out 
of fie ſame lump Ara wh] elet out 
of foreſeen Faith, it is not out of the ſame 
lump with the unbelieving World ; for 
he looks on them i= ſtat reperato. To 
elect gut of skill, according to the good- 
neſs of the gbje& , becomes a Rational 
Creature Shu to let out of Sovereignty 
and ſupreme Liberty hecomes the: great 
God, who can make and. meliorate the 
object as he pleaſeth. But if this alſo might 
be fatished, 'yet whereis the Grace of 1t? 
If God do but eligere eligeutes, © Man's 
Fate earlier than God's Grace, then 
cwe chule God before he chuſeth us, 'con- 
trary. tq that of our Saviour, Job. 15. 16. 
then we laved Jos morn he —_ us, 
contrary ta that of the Apoſtle, 1 Joh. 4. 
Lo, Tolors as moved by the Et 

e Object, 1s to love likea 


Z 
manzbut i Joye Blackamores,& then give 
— Y them 
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them beanty ; to love enemies, and then 
—— aa apnea love, 1s to love 
Ttke God , whoſe Grace 1s ppre Grace, 
'whoſe-Love is all from himſelf 9 which ts 
empharically 1mplied 1n that remarkable 
Teduplication, Mark 13.20. The ele whone 
he hath choſen; as if our Saviour ſhould 
have ſaid , In Eleftion there is nothing 
but pure Ele@Qion”; TKe that ſpeech of 
God,1will be grati0us to whom I will be gra- 
cions, in whick There is nothing but Will 
and Grace, , Wiſl and Grace doubled, as 
the only reafon of it ſelf, Bur if all the 
reſt miptit conſiſt, yet where is the Efft- 
acy of it ? If Eleftion be founded on 
foreſeen Faith and Perſeverance, thenit 
affords nq help at all to any man in the 
way to Heaven. How can that ( ſaith'a 
Learned Biſhop) be the cauſe leading in- 
fallibly in the way to Eternal Life, which 
cometh not ſo much as into confiderari- 
on, untill a man have run out his race in 
Faith and Godlineſs, and be arrived at 
Heavens Gates? Such a falfly named Pre- 
deſtination might more truly be called 
Poſtdeſtination : bur call it as they pleaſe, 
it enaCteth only, per modum legir , that 
men' thus living and dying ſhall be ree+ 
ceived into Heaven ; but it doth nor, 

modym 
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modum* decreti operantis, infallibly work 
thoſe Graces whereby men are brought 
unto Heayen, If Elcttion take its riſe 
from the laſt gaſp of perfevering Faith 
and Holineſs, then how came the poor 
Church by the Chain of Graces on her 
neck, the Bracelets on her hands ,- the 
Crown of Gold: on: her head > Whence 
had ſhe her fine Linnen, Wedding-gar- 
ment, God tried in the fire? Theſe are 
not Natures Riches, but Pearls of Grace 3 
common Providence gives no fuch gifts ; 
wherefore they are the love-tokens of Ele- 
tion, ſent indeed 1n time unto the Church, 


but prepared for her in Eternit , O how 
FEST were it that the Gon d 
be ſnatched out of the World, than that 
the Influences of aeting Love ſhould be 
ſuſpended from the Church! All her light 
and life, holineſs and 'comfort comes down 
from Godin theſe precious Beams) 


(the Remonſtrants (inſtead of theſe heaven- 


ly influences) have framed ſach an Ele« 
&ion, as hath no more influence on the 
Faith and Holineſs of the Church, than a 
Sun ſet up at Domeſday would have u 

on the World that was before it * it is fo 
far from working, that it preſuppoſes all 
the Faith and Holineſs. of the Churctr, 


Even 
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gven -to the: laſt minute. of; Perſeye- 


;2+ Tis evident from the Predeſtinati- 
on of Jeſus Chriſt, who was God's choſen 
ſeruant, Matth, 12, 18. The Lamb foregr- 
dained, 1 Pet. 1,20. and (as St. Auſtin (tiles 
him) Preclariſſumum lumen predeſtinationis 
LCIISS 
unto the ative glo ce Hypoſta» 
tical mm he high Predeſtinatian 
was not out of any foreſeen holineſs in his 
Humane natuge,for all that did flaw out, of 
the, Hypoſtatical Union,, but, it was 1ex 
mera gratis. Reſpondeatur queſo, ( laith 
the ſame Father) ile homo, ut « Verbo pa» 
fri. coeterns in unitatem perſons aſſumptus 


C filins Dez unigeWitgg efſet, nn» 
me Sen. Je hoc meruerit 2 Fl egrt 
nt" þ ; aute? quid, credjdit? quid 


petivit, ut ad henc ineffabilem excellentians 
perveniret £ Noune faciente & ſuſeipiente 
werho ipſe homo, ' ex quo eſſe capit, filins Dez 
wricus efſe cepit * Nonne filings Dei unicum 
femine illa gratii plena concepit f -Nonne 
ae Spiritu ſanto & virgine Maria Des fir 
lius unicus natus, non carnis cupidir 
we , ſed ſingulari Dei munere ® Reſpor> 
deab hic homo D*0, fi audeat , & dicah, 
Cur noi © ego? © ſi audierit, O homo ! 
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quis 'es qui reſpondeas Deo f mec fic cohi» 
6 ſed CE dhettes , & dicat; 
Qvomodo audio, tn quis es, 0 homo ! cm frm 
quod audio, id eft, homo, quod eft & ille 
de qua ago, cur non ſim quod O ille? At e« 
im gratilille talis &- tantws eft, cur divers 
ſa eſt gratia, ubi natura communiseſt 2 Cer- 
1+ non eſt acceptio perſonerum apud Denne, 
9 nis non dico Chriſtianus ſed inſanus hec 
dicat 2 Apparnit it aque nobis in noſtro capite 
ipſe fons gratie, unde ſecundum uninſcujuſ- 
que menſuram ſe per cunFa ejus membre 
difſumdit ; ficut eſt predeſtinatus ille unus 
ut caput noitrum efſet, ita multi predeſtinati 
ſumus nt wembra ej us eſſemns. Humana hic 
merita conticeſcant,que perierunt per Adam, 


GS: reenet que regnat Dei gratia per Je 
Chrif m. FSurely the WEED ES Cann 
be ſet above the Head. The Members were * 
not 'eleted to the beatifical viſion out of 
foreſeen Faith and Perſeverance , when 
the Head was celefted to the Hypoſtatical 
Linion out of mere Grace. The ele& Stones 
in Zior were not laid for their orient - 
luſtre and beauty, when the precious Cor- 
ner-ſtone (who bears up all the building) 
—— with'a Behold, in a wonder of 
Grace and Lygye. n 

3-CTis utterly impoſſible that Fad 
an 
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and Perſeverance ſhould be the cauſes or 
antecedents to Eletion, when theſe are 
the fruits and effects thereof. If weſearch 
the Scripture for the Well-head of theſe, 
we ſhall find it to be in the Decree of Ele» 
@Qion. Therefore when the Apoſtle bleſles 
God for the work of Faith in the Theſſa» 
loniens, he elevates his praiſes as high as 
EleQion it ſelf, knowing brethren beloved 
your EleFijon of God, 1 Theſſ. 1.4. Andin 
the very ſame ſtrain of praiſe , bleſſing 
God for bleſſing the Epheſians with all ſpi- 
ritual bleſlings in Chriſt, (amongſt which 
Faith cannot but be a prime bleſling) he 
ſets forth the eternal Rule of diſpenting 
them, he hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 
bleſſings,zat&5 ifrAtfaſo, according 45 be hath 
choſen us, Eph. 1.3, and 4. Where it is 
_ that thoſe whom God bleſſeth with 
aith and Perſeverance, he chuſeth unto 
Faith and Perſeverance, becauſe he bleſles 
according as he chuſes. The Remon- 
ſtrants ſtrangely interpret theſe words , 
he hath choſen us in Chriſt, that 1s, ſay 
they, being in him in the divine Preſci- 
ence. But this Interpretation cannot 
ſtand; the Apoſtle» faith not , he hath 
choſen us #ac  ain?, or Ts & nf but 
ke hath choſen us % «w7;', jn him, that is, 
in 
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in Chriſt ; now where in all the Scripture 
do the words [ in Chriſt] import qut 
being in Chriſt 1n the divine Preſcience ? 
The words [in Chriſt] in ſuch Scriptures 
as relate to Juſtification or Adoption, 
do import out being in Chriſt by aQual 
Faith ; but in ſuch Scriptures as relate to 
Ele&tion, they do import that all the 
Grace and Glory, prepared in EleCtion, is 
conferred in and through Chriſt : this ap- 
pears in that famous place, 2 Tia. 1. 9. 
Who hath ſaved us and called us with an ho« 
ly calling, not according to our works,. but 
according to his own purpoſe and grace which 
was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world 
began : here the words [in Chriſt] rela» 
ting to Election, do not import our be- 


* ing in Chriſt; for the Text faith, that he 


called us according to his Grace given us 
in Chriſt, and Calling goes before Faith 
or being in Chriſt, and 1s the immediate 
cauſe or fountain thereof.: but they im+ 
port that Vocation and Salyation, with 
all the bleſſings thereof, are communica« 
ted unto-us 1n-and through Chriſt, and 
that the eternal Decree or Deſign . was 
{o to communicate them. Neither doth 
the Apoſtle fimply fay, he hath choſen us 
in him, but he hath chofen us in him 
&&, 
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ing out unto us Chriſt as the 


ed 
Fountaih of all the holineſs in the let. 
Moreover, the Apoſtle faith, that he hath 
choſen us in him, that we ſhould be holy, 
and Faith is d choice part of holineſs; and 
that he hath bleſſed us in him with all ſpis 
ritxal bleſſizgs, and Faith is 4 prime Tpj- 
rittial bleſſing z. and that he hath blefled 
us according as he hath choſen uns, and 
therefore he chuſes tis to Faith as well as 
bleſſes us with Faith: but if he chuſe ug 
for Faith, and bleſs us with Faith, he doth 


not-bleſs us accotding as be chuſes us, By 
all which it appears that the Remonſtranty 
nterpretation is ari Arrow ſhot beſidesthe 


Text. Butto' go on to other Scriptures 3 , 


Bleſſed is the man (faith the Pfalmilſt, 7/al. 
65. 4.) whom thou elſe and canſeſt to,ap- 
proach unto thee 5 and what a pproach can 4 
finful-worm haveto the holy one,what but 
by the Faith, of Chriſt > and whence is 
this approach but from God and God ec 
leing 2 He chufſeth and eauſeth to ap- 
proach unto him. If Faith were ante- 
cedent to Eleftion, the approach muſt 
have been before the chuling, the con- 
trary whereof appears in'the Text. A? 
many as were ordained to eterndl life, bes 

| leived, 


Ave, that we ſhould be holy ; ry int- 
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heved, A#: 13.48. The Apoltle faith tiof 
as *many as believed were ordained" to 
Eternal Life; but as many as were ordaitt 
ed 'ro Eternal life believed. - But heretht 
Remonſtranits'tell us, that in the Text ths » 
_— Rm but A Sg 
imports, not' $ eternal preordind 

Bill's Hogs conditich -or difpofity 
oh 3 ſo that the meanibg 48,' as nuny'ss 
were diſpoſet or well-affected to Eteriiil 
Life, belieyed.' *Shduldit ('fay they) im- 
port God's preordinatiott,” then all 6 that 
Aﬀembly ( which were' defed ) did'be- 
lieve at that one Sermon; and all the reſt 
were abſolutely reprobated ; 'for the {#obf} 
im the Text tat univerfaÞ particle + riow 


| that all the Ele of that Aſſembly 'did 


believe thr day, or that all the reſtwere 
——_—_ not imaginable. | I anfiwer; 

, as tothe word Teyuiv, the import 
thereof will beſt appear by taking-n6- 
tice in what ſence St. Zxke doth uſe this 
word, 'in the Book of the Ats,' AFr ve. 
2." irxfav, They decreed or appointed" thet 
Paul ſhould 'gb uf. AF; 28; 23. Tafd;atva, 
Þaving appointed him a tlay. AFs 22 t6. 
God promiſes Pex/ that it ſhanld berold 
him of” 'all thjngs' & +#railen, which whe 
appointed or ordained for him to do; = 
» waart 


CT 


what theſe were Anvanias (ets forth by 
weorxaeomle, God. hath choſen thee to wch 
and ſach things, Ver.14. Now in all 
places of the 4, the word ing 
appointing or ordaining,. why d it 
_— otherwiſe in Gi controverted 
Text ? Nay,--where in all the Scripture 
doth this word import an inward quality 
or diſpoſition 2 In.that place(which lems 
moſt of any toſpcak that way ) trafav &- 
TBS, they addifGed themſehves to the mis 
niftry of the ſaints, 1 Cor. 16. 15. there 
this word imports no leſs than a certai 
e of mind in-them todo that work 
herefore-I conceive that the: Werywutrrey, 
inthe Text, Joth import, an ordination, 
and that of God: neither :doth the  aby 
ſence of Teg at all hinder 14 3. for the 42.4 
eudy My, AGZs 2. 23. doth without a 
Tes import God's eternal counſel, and the 
Taylor nary deſigns an antecedent or- 
dination, and that ordination ' muſt be 
God's 4 unleſs { which is the grofleſt Pe- 
lagianiſm) it be faid that they were or- 
dained by themſclyes to Eternal life. But 
' topals over the word; the Remonſtra c 
take the Text thus, As many as were dil- | * 
poſed to- Etcraal Life,; believed. : but | © 
<an 3.man without Faith , who ay 1 ( 
| | Ys 
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lays hold on Chriſt the Prince of life, nor 
yet hath any thing of the Spirit of lite, 
can ſuch a man be diſpoſed to Eternal lite? 
Every diſpofition to Eternal life muſt be 
ſuch, either becauſe it hath ſome intrin- 
ſecal dignity meriting Eternal life, or elſe 
becauſe it hath ſome Evangelical con- 
gruity , to which Eternal lite is annex- 
ed by Promiſe. As to the former, 
the Remonſtrants as Proteſtants cannot 
own itz and as to the latter, they cannot 
in all the Goſpel ſhew forth one Promiſe 
of Eternal life made to a man void of 
Faith 3 and how then can a man void of 
Faith be diſpoſed to Eternal life 2 But if 
he could, the Remonſtrants of all others 
muſt not ſay ſo, for they aſlert that none 
but a Believer can be the object of Ele- 
tion 3 becauſe (ſay they) God cannot 
will Eternal life to any but to a Believer, 
to a man in Chriſt; and how then can an 
Unbeliever, a man out of Chriſt be diſc 
poſed to Eternal life? Such a mans dil- 
_—_ to Eternaft life, if it be not ſuch 
y its meriting condignity, muſt be ſuch 
divini ordinatione ; and if ſo; what is 
that but to ſay, this is the man to whom 
God wills Eternal life ; and if before Faith 
God may will Eternal life ro him, why 
F . may 
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may not he before Faith ele& him? As 
gain 3 This diſpofition to Eternal life 
mult be either ſome moral Virtuouſneſs, 
or elſe ſome better Grace of the Spiritz 
if but a moral Virtuouſneſls, how can it 
diſpoſe to Eternal life? if a better Grace 
of the Spirit, how can it precede ſuch a 
Mother-grace as Faith ? But let us hear 
how the Remonſtrants paint out this dif- 
poſition in words of Scripture, Theſe dil- 
poled ones (fay they) are the ſheep of 
Chriſt, Joh. 10.4. the drawn of the Father, 
Joh, 6. 44. ſuch as do the truth , Joh. 3. 
21. ſuchas will do God's will, Joh. 7. 17. 
ſuch as have honeſt and humble hearts, 
apt and idoneous to embrace the Goſpel. 


But what a perplexed Labyrinth of words 
e the 


is here?(Jo b (heep of Chriſt, ar- 
gues a being in the ſtate of EleCtion , 
which is antecedent to all good dilpolirts 
ons in us; they are called (heep -before 
their bringing home to God, Joh. 10.16. 
and their bringing home goes before all 
gracious diſpolitions. The Fathers — 
imports God's aftion, and not man's dit- 
polition 3 the doing of the Truth is man's 
ation, and not his diſpoſition 3 the will- 
ing to do God's will is 2 gracious diſpo- 
f1110n, but ſuch as goes not before Faith. 
| Indeed 
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Indeed' the Foung man (whoyet had no 
true Faith) had fome kind of will to walk 
in God's Commandments, Mark To. 20. 
but it was not of the true ſtamp; but with 
a reſerve 'of his darling Covetoutneſs. 
To have a right Will to do God's Will 
is to be one ſpirit with the Lord, which 
without Faith is unimaginable. "Tis not 
tobe conceived that an heartcan indeed 
be either honeſt to God , which is not 
purified by Faith, or humble before him, 
which is not irradiated by Faith. As tor 
the laſt objection, That if theſe words 
import God's Preordination, then all the 
Ele& of that Aflembiy did believe at that 
one Sermon, and all the reſt were repro- 
bated, it is buikt upon two falſe hypo- 
theſes 3 The one as if the Evangeliſt ſpake 
only of one Sermon, whenas the Apoltle 
had now preached two Sabbath-days 
there; fo that theſe words are molt pro- 
perly to be underſtood of the continued 
ſucceſs of the Goſpe!, according tothar, 
Atts 2. 47. The Lord daily added to the 
Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved ; which con- 
ringed ſucceſs is alſo hinted out in the 
F400, immediately following after the 
words, Ver. 49. The other as if the word 
[im } were always at umverſal Particle; 
F 2 when- 
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whenas in. ſome Scriptures , as A&s 4. 6. 
it doth not deſign univerſality, (for all 
the High Prieſt's kindred were not at 
that meeting) but quality : alſo in the 
Text in queſtion, the 3ov! rather points 
out the condition of Believers than their 
number. Wherefore I conclude, that this 
famous Text holds out ſuch an Eternal 
Preordination of God, as is the very Welk 
head of Faith in men, Every Believer is 
an 7/aac, a child of Promiſe, wonderful. 
ly begotten , begotten of God's own will, 
faith St. James, Chap. 1. 18. and begotterr 
according to his abundant mercy, faith St, 
Feter, 1 Pet. 1. 3. And whatis this Will 
and Mercy but God's gratuitous deſign 
of Grace and Glory to his Elect? The 
Will inSt. Jazes is ſuch a Will as deſigns 
Grace and Conſecration to God in holi- 
neſs, even as the firſt fruits were holy ; 
and the Mercy in-St. Peter s ſuch a Mere 
ey as deſigns Glory, even an incorruptible 
and undefiled Inheritance mn Heaven : and 
both places demonſtratethat the Believer 
1s generated out of Electing Love. And 
as Faith is an effe&t of EleQion, fo alſo 
is Perſeverance, ' which 1s no other than 
Fides continuata , Faith ſtanding in the 


power of God, 1 Cor. 2. 5. and fulfilled F4 
# 
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the ſame power, 2 Theſſ. 1.11. God (laith 
the Apoltle ) ſhall confirm you unto the end, 
ICor, 1.8..and as a Reaſon, he ſubjoyns, 
God is faithful, Ver. 9. Faithful, asin his 

racious Promiſes, ſoin his gratuitous E- 
x rags therefore he confirms his own 
untothe end. { There are Rivers of liv- 
ing Water in the Godly, but = _ 

ring thereof 1s EleCtion 3 there 1s t 
Spa, God in them, but the vital Root 
of it 1s 10n. Hence the falſe Chriſts and 
falſe Prophets cannot ſeduce them, Mark 13. 
22. The canker of Hymeneus and Philetus 
cannot eat into them, 2 Tim. 2.19. Now 
if Faith and Perſeverance are the fruits 
of EleCtion, they cannot be the cauſes or 
antecedents thereof. Let me ſhut up this 
Reaſon with that of Falgentins : Dems pre- 
deitinatione ſus © donnum illuminationis 
ad credendum, & donum perſeverantie ad 
proficiendum & permanendum, & donum 
glorificationis ad regnandum, quibus dare 
voluit, preperavit; nec aliter perficit in o- 
pere, quam in ſua ſempiterna & incommu-r 
tabili voluntate habet diſpoſitune. 

4. My laſt Reaſon ſhall be taken from 
the grand Scope and Deſign of the Scrip- 
tures, which 1s to exalt God and abaſe 
the Creature, There God's glory is re- 

F 3 vealed 


- 
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vealed, and all fleſhis but graſs; there God 


is all in all, and all men are nothing the 
willer and runner are nothing , and Gods 
mercy is all ; the planter and waterer are 
nothivg, and Gods erving the encreaſe is all, 
Therc all men lie very low in a Dungeon 
of Darknels. Grave of Sin. and miſerable 
Chains of Hardneſs and Unbelief ; and 
God (irs very high, and out of the fove- 
reign Self-motion of his own Will, ſhines ' 
into one Heart and not into another 3 
opens one Grave and not another ; frees 
one fpiritual Priſoner and not another, 
There Zions duſt, I mean the Creature- 
weakneſs, and defeCtibiliry of the Church 
and all her inherent Graces, appear on 
the one hand, and the ſurenefs of God's 
Mercy, and the everlaſting 1mmutability 
of his Love and Counſel ithines forth on 
the other : and what's the meaning -of 
all this, butto cut oft boaſting and ſtain 
pride, abaſe the —_—_— and exalt God ? 
In nullo nobis gloriandum quando noſtrum 
1 nibilef. ut if (as the + jr Th al» 
ſert) Election be built on Faitfand Per- 
ſeverince, and this Faith and Perſe- 
verance be wrought by God in a ſuper- 
able way only, ſo as men may belieye or 
not, or believivg, may perſevere or notz 
then 
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then the_Crown is plucked off from 


Free Grace and clapt_upon Free Will ; 
God is dethroned and manisexalted, and 
ſo may fall a boaſting in ſome fach lar 


guage as thqat of Theophylat; *'Tis God's 
part cocall bur miner be elect or not; 
'tis God's part to reveal Goſpel, but mine 


either to believe and perlevere, and fo 
found the Decree of Elc&ion , or elſe 
not to believe and perſevere, and fo to 
impede 'it. And TT, to licnce ſuch fiwell- 
ing words of vanity , God ſhould put 
forth ſuch aſtoniſhing queſtions to him 
about the Spiritual World, as he did toJob 
about the Natural, yet might man re- 
turn an anſiver to his Maker. C Should 
God ask, * Where waſt thou when I laid 
the foundation of my Church in my di- 
vine Decrees ? when laid the meaſures 
of her Graces in my Eternal purpoſe? 
Man may ſay, My Faith was there (tretch- 
ing out the Line, and faſtning the Cor- 
ner-ſtone of Election. Should he ask, 
Canſt thou bind the ſweet influences of 
Predeſtination, that it ſhall not cauſe a 
Spring of Eaith and Holineſs in my 
Church 2 Man may fay,I can ſo bind them 
up, that (if I nleale) God [hall have ne- 
ver an Ele& Veſtkl to fill with Mercy, 
nor Chrilt any where to lay his Merits 
s # 4 among 
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among all the ſons of men. - Should he 
yet ask, Who hath known the mind of 
the Lord, or been his Counſeller > Man 
may anſwer, My Free Will was conſulted 
with from time to time, even to the laſt 
gaſp of Perſeverance, before the Decree 
of Ele&tion was concluded in Heaven. 
Should he ask on, Who made thee to dif- 
fer from another ? The Believer may an- 
ſwer, Adam did not difference me , for he 
left mein the common Maſs; neither did 
God difterence me,for he gave me only the 
Common Grace : but I my ſelf have made 
the difference, by freely embracing the 
very ſame Grace which others freely re- 
jected. Ina word; ſhould he expoſtu» 
late with his Church as with Jersſalex, 
Fzek. 15.2, 3. What is the vine-tree more 
than any tree £ Will men take a pin of it to 
hang a veſſel thereon? The Church may an» 
{wer,My own Free Will isſuch a pin, that 
my Faith and Perſeverance chiefly hang 
upon it;agd my Faith & Perſeveraace are 
ſuch pins; that God himſelf hangs up the 
eternal Rolls of his EleQion upon them. 

hus and much more may. the Will of 


man. by the RemonTtrants Principles, Tit 
asa Queen plorifying her (clf, and opens 
ing her _ in Blaſphemies agaiaſt the 
Sqycicignty of God's W1ll, and the free- 
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neſs and power of his Grace. But 
all this while a deaf Ear is turned to 
the Scriptures, which cry aloud, No fleſb 
muſt glory in it ſelf ; hethat glorieth muſt 
glory in the Lord; *tis not of the runner or 


willer, but of God who ſheweth mercy 3; be 
bath. avercy on whow 57 will, and whow be 
will he hardneth :CAnd if any man reply 


to this, he muſt Hear if own nullity ; 


Nay but O man who art thou? and 's 
— 
vereignt 


| | ſovereignty, hath not the potter power over 
> | the clay# that fo he may fall down aſtoni- 
> F cd at the Glory of God, and cry_out, 
: | 4 649G-, Oh the depth of the riches, both 
» | of the wiſdom and knowledge of God ! how 
- | wnſearchable are his judgments , and his 
| | ways paſt finding all os accordin 

| to the Remonſtrants Doctrine C which 
| | bottoms God's Eleqtion on mans Faith 
and Perſeverance) there is no 6490 at all 
in it, all is ultimately reſolved into the 
ſhallow Will of man ; there is no un- 
ſearchableneſs or untraceable difficulty at 
all in it, all is plain and eafje, every jot 
of it carries a clearneſs and viſible equity. 
Election being only God's Decree to ſave 
Believers , there is no more- ſcruple or 
1ntricacy in it, than there will be in the 
Judicial proceeding at the laſt Judg- 
ment, 
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ment , when all things ſhall be as ob» 
vious to every eye, asif they, were re- |, 

preſented in a = _-_ Glaſs. But if, ac» 
cording to the es Scope,we do cons 
ſider = abſolute Torch ney of God's 
Will in that Expreflion, He will have mere 
on whom be will, and whom he will be 
erdneth, There 1s a very glorious abyſs 
zn it, ſuch as may juſtly altoniſh us into 
eternal admiration. COh the heights and 
depths of divine Love! All the of 
God may here loſe themſelves in holy 
Mazes and trances, My God | my God! 
(may every one of them ſay) Why haſt 
thou choſen me? I know, and not with- 
out wondring , that Heaven is mine 

through Chriſt,and Chriſt is mine thro 

Faith, and Faith is mine through the 
Election of Grace : but my God ! my 
God! why haſt thou choſen me ? I know 
that thy blood was ſhed for me, and thy 
Spirit is fhed into me, and thy Glory 
reſerved for me 3 and all this out of love: 
but my God! my God! why haft thou 
loved me ? (Qh that T could adore Call- 
ing, Juſtifying , Glorifying Grace, from, 
the top of Predeltination ! Thou haſt 
loved me becauſe thou haſt loved me ; 
thou haſt"cHoſen me_ becauſe thou Halk 
CAOIen 
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choſen me : Even ſo (holy Father ! . 
cauſe ſo it ſeemeth good in thy tight; 

5. Having diſpatched” the Impulſive 
Cauſe of EleCtion, I proceed to the laſt 
thing, viz. in whom God doth Elect us 
Ianfwer with the Apoſtle, God chuſeth ws 
in Chriſt, Eph. 1. 4. But becauſe theſe 
words are variouſly taken, it isto be con- 
ſidered how Chriſt may be (tiled the pur« 
chaſer of EleQions whether only quoad 
res in Ele@ione volitas & preparataes, Or 
allo quoad am volentis : to which I ans» 
lwer, | 

1. Aftrmatively; Jeſus Chriſt as God- 
man our glorious Mediator did purchaſe 
EleQion , quoad res in EleFione volitar. 
All the Churches Grace and Glory, San- 
Gity and Salvation , Faith and Fruition 
muſt ſing Hoſannahs and Hallelujahs to 
him, whoſe precious Blood (more worth 
than a thouſand Worlds ) is the glorious 
price of all theſe. God, in the Decree 
of EleQion, did not only deſign the come 
munication - of theſe to his own Elect, but 
allo he did delign that communication to 
be in and through Chriſt, 

2. Negatively ; I conceive that Jeſus 
Chriſt as God-man our Mediator did not 


purchaſe Eleftion , quoad affnv wvolene 
bis 


ys Of Gods Decree of EleGion. , 
tis : and that for theſe Reaſons, 
1, That phraſe [choſenin Chriſt, Eph. 
1:/4.] doth not evince Chriſt to be the 
Cauſe of Election 5 for in another place 
we are ſaid to be cheſen to Salvation 
es &24%5 ue TIN wotſoc, in the ſanGification 0 
the Spirit, 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. Which ſanctifti- 
cations for all that not a Cauſe but an 
Effect of EleQtiog. | 
2. Chriſt was delivered up to death 
+2458 My, by the determinate counſel 
of God, AFs 2.23. Firlt, he was deliver- 
ed py, by a Counſel or Decree of God ; 
and if being delivered by God's Decree, 
he merited the Decree of Eledtion, then 
God made one Decree, that Chriſt ſhould 
come and merit the making of another. 
Chriſt our Mediator ſtands in the midſt 
between God and man ; but that he ſhould 
ſtand ſo between the two Decrees of 
God, asa fruit of the one and a cauſe of 
the other, ſeems very incongruous. But 
further, he was delivered 6245 uy Þ5j, 
by the determinate counſel of God, that is, 
by a Decree perfedly delignative of his 
Death and the fruits thereof, and in a 
ſpectal manner perfedly deſignative of 
thoſe individual perſons, who ſhould have 
Grace and Glory in and through him, If 
it 
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it be not ſo perſetly defignative, how «s 
it a determinate Counſel ? If it beſo per- 
fectly delignative, 1s not the Decree 'of E- 
leftion at leaſt included therein ?- Un- 
doubtedly it is. Now this determinate 
Counle] (which is incluſive of the Decree 
of Election) was not mcrited by Chriſt ; 
for he was delivered by it,and did not me- 
rit that by which he was delivered, 

23. Chriſt came to do his Fathers will, 
Heb. 10. 7. all that he did and ſuffered 
was 4 faithfulnef T4 Towra li aur, to hins 
that made him a Mediator to do and ſuffer 
the ſame, Heb, 3.2. Now alind eſt facere 
voluntatem Deo , alind facere voluntatent 
Dei. Chriſt did not make a new Will in 
God, but do the Will of God: if he had 
made a new Will in God, then at his death 
there was not only a paſtion in the fleſh of 
God, but ( as it may ſeem) in the very 
Will of God too ; wherefore he not ma- 
king a new will in God, did not merit 
the Decree of Election. But further 5; 
how did he do the Will of God 2 Did 
he not do it by laying down his life for his 
ſheep, Joh. 10. 15 9 By redeeming a people 
out of every nation, Revel. 5.9 ? By purify= 


ing to himſelf a peculiar people, Tit. 2.14 2 


By bringing many ſons unto glory, Heb,2.10 : 
And 


wt 
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the Decree of Elefion ? And if Chriſt's 
errand into the World was to execute 
Eled&ion, then how did he merit it ? 

4- God might have exatted fatisfaGti- 
on from poor finners in their own perſons, 
he was not bound to accept payment 
from another 3 wherefore Chriſt's Blood 
and Righteouſneſs are meritorious as for 
us, not merely by their intrinſecal digni- 
ty, but by the divine acceptation 5 God 
receiving them as on our behalf, Whence 
it clearly appears that the divine Will 
doth guide the Merit of Chrilt in all its 
magr—a}: and how then doth the 

erit of Chriſt guide the divine Will in 
ts eternal Eleftion? Can it guide its 
Guide? Canit gobefore its Leider ? Snre- 
ly that divine Will which goes before 
thoſe meritorious procurements by its Acs 
ceptation, doth not follow after them in 
its eternal Decrees. 

5s. The Father is the firſt Perſon in the 
ſacred Trinity, and works from himſelf; 
the Son is the ſecond and works from 
the Father. Thus he tells us, that he cat 
do nothing of himſelf but what he ſeeth the 
Father do, Joh. 5. 19. And in his Prayer 
to his Father, he ſaith 5 Thine they o_— 
an 


And what is all this' bat the executing of | | 


| 


| 


41nd thou gaveſt them me, Joh. 17. 6. Thine 
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they were by Election, and thou gavelſt 
them me, as the peculiar purchaſe of my 
Paſſhon. Burt now if Chriſt by his Me+ 
rits do found the very Decree of Election, 
is notthe Order of working in the ſacred 
Trinity inverted ? Is not the Son the farft 
Origine of our Salvation ? Doth not the 
Father, even in his Eternal Ele&ion, work 
from the Son? Might not the Scripture 
rather have ſaid, that the Ele were giv- 
en by the Son to the Father, than by the 
Father to the Son 2 Wherefore ro me rt 
feems moſt congruous to ſay, That the Fa+ 
thers Love laid the firſt plot of our Salva- 
tion, and then the Sons Blood purchaſed 
Grace and Glory for us. 

I ſhall ſhut up all with an Anſfiver 
to an Objeftion. This Theſs | that 
Chriſt did not merit the Decree ofEleQi- 
on] ſeems to abaſe Chriſt, as if he were 
a mere medinm for the executing of Ele- 
&ion ; nay, to nullifie his Merits 3 forit 
___ that God doth amare peccatores 
ad ſalutem etiam extra Chriſtum, that God 
foth deſtinate eternal Life to them, e« 
ven without a Mediator ; and then what 
neceſhty is there at all of Chriſt's Me- 
fits > 
[ an« 


I anſwer: Far be it from every Chriſtian 
toabaſe and nullific the Merits of Chriſt ; 
but (as I take it) the Theſes aforeſaid doth 
neither of theſe. Not abaſe Chriſt as a 
mere wedium under the Decree of Eledti- 
on: for though he merited not the De- 
cree of Election, yet muſt his praiſe be 
ever glorious, and his Name above every 
name ; in that he is both the glorious Head 
of _— Elect, ooh meritorious Founs« 
tain of all the bleſſings and thin 
of Election. In Trokley LO = 
predeſtinated to be conformed to his I 
mage, as the firſt-born of all, and in time 
they are called, juſtified, ſanified and glo- 
rified in and through him, as the purcha» 
ſer of all. Newher doth he vilifie Chriſt, 
who calls him the grand Medinm for the 
exceuting of Election : the Apoſtle cries 
up Chriſt by thoſe glorious Titles, The 
bead of the Church, the beginning, the flrſt+ 
born from the dead, one who hath the pris 
macy or preeminence in all things, Col. 1, 
18.yet immediatly after puts all under the 
Father's «v93&«»2t, Ver.1g. His Decree or 
good pleaſure did preordain and direQ& 
all. Neither doth this Theſes nullifie the Þ| 
Merits of Chriſt; for theſe conſiſt not ta Þ- 
procuring the Decree of Election, butin, } 
procuring 
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vgs AY and - Glory ;-and-theſe 
procured, though not the Decree it 
ſelf. Neither doth 1t at all follow, that, 
if Chriſt merited not the very Decree, 
then God doth amare percatores ed ſalus 
tem extra Chriitum,' or deſtinate Eternal 
life to them without a Mediator. For ſec- 
ing Chriſt is predeſtinated to be the Head 
the Ele&t, and Fountain of all- Grace 
and Glory unto them 3 and the Elect are 
predeſtinated to be the Body of Chriſt, 
and to receive all- Grace and Glory in 
and through him 3 and both theſe Prede» 
ſtinations are: fimultancous in the. heart 
of God, and framed together in the fame 
inſtant of Eternity : There 1s not, nor 
cannot be any colour at all to ſay, that 
God doth love ſinners extra Chriſtum, or 
deſtinate Eternal life to them without 4 
Mediator. When God in free Election re» 
ſolves with himſelf, ſuch individual per- 
fons ſhall by an effeftual- Call be imited 
to Chriſt as members of his Body, -and 
being ſuch, ſhall be waſhed in his blood, 
filled with his Spirit, and at laſt crowned 
with his everlaſting Salvation 3 when he 
reſolves, every grain ſhall come through 
Joſeph's hands , every particle of Grace, 
every income of the holy Spirit, ever 
G glimpſe 
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Ef ory in Hearce, fall pag throng 
glory in Heaven, t 

Jeſus Chriſt's hands 3 nay , through his 
very Heart-blood and crucified Fleſhun- 
to the Elet, Doth he now love them ex- 
tra Chriftam 2 Doth he yet deſtinate them 
to Eternal life without a Mediator ? Un- 
doubtedly he doth not. If therefore you 
ask me, what neceflity there is of Chrilts 
merits, I muſt anſwer, That all Grace and 
Glory, SanGtity and Salvation, Faith and 
Fruition are thereby purchaſed and pro» 
cured for the Elect, The pure fountain 
of EleGion riſes of it ſelf in the Will of 
Gad,. but the gracious ſtreams thereof if- 
ſire forth through the bleeding Wopnds 
of Chrilt. þ 
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CHAP. V. 
Of Gods Decree of Reprobation, as 


tonching Men. 


His treated of the Decree of E- 
lection, as refpetive of men z I pro- 
ceed to the Decree of Reprobation, asit 
relates to them; In the Old 'Teſtament 

we find 9%? which is oppoſite add” +- 
e 
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of Goa of Reprobation, Oy 
the” Septiagitrt rendred: by anoftxgudye, 
and importitg as tiuch as reprobare, tore» 
probate or reje&t. In the New Teſtament 
we have d3vrmug-, importing a rejectane- 
ous or difiallowed perſon, and rather 
Gintitg out than's State than God's AR, 


ut to paſs over the word z' Reprobation 
is that Eternal Decree of God whereby 


he pur To himſelf nt to give Gtace 
and Glory to forthe indivi perſons ly- 


ing in the Maſs of Humane Corruption, 
bur to leave them to final fin, and forthe 
ſame to -pitniſh them with Eternal Dam- 
nation, In this Decree the Divine Will 
bath (as I mayfo ſay) a TriplerAt : For 


t. es, not to give: Crace and 
Glory to ſome nerlo ns, and thrs is called 


among Divines Preterition or Non-electt- 
on 3 and is of all other the. 'molt proper 
at of Reprobation, as it ſtands in oppo- 
fition to EleGion. - Hence Reprobates are 
called the 6 Momo), reft or refedue, in oppo» 
ſition to the Elet, Rom. 11. 7. the max- 
quam noti, or never known, Matth. 7422. 
i oppoſition to the foreknown, and the 
not written in the book of life, Revel. 13.9, 
in oppolition to the written ones, whoſe 
namesare enfolled in Heaven. 
2, It purpoſes to leave them to final 
. G 2 lin, 


84 Of Gods Decree of Reprohation. 
fin. I fay final fin z for God permits fin e- | 
ven in the Ele, but final fin only in the 
Reprobate. Thus God ſaffered the Nati- 
ons to walk, in their own ways, AFs 14.16. 
and thereby gave them perexndi licentiam, 
Thus he bhardneth whom he will, Row.g,18, 
and hardening in that place imports a 
not giving the mollifying Graces of Faith 
and Repentance, and withal a permiſſion 
of «final fia in the Reprobate 3 for it is 
ſet in oppofition to that mercy which be- 
{tows thoſe mollifying Graces, and theres 
by prevents final fin in the Elect. 

3. It purpoſes to puniſh; them with E- 
ternal Damnation for their fig z and this 
is ' {tiled among Divines Pre-damna- 
tion, or Poſitive Reprobation. And 
hence Reprobates are ſaid to be ve 
fels of wrath, Rom. 9g. 22. made . for 
the day of Evil, Prov. 16. 4. and of old 
ordained to condemnation, Jude, Ver. 4, 
in the Original we have, & xa Tgoye. 
venue ts Tim T9 ngiue, of old fore- 
-written or regiſtred to this condemuati- 
on ; forewritten,not (as ſome would have 
it) in Scripture-prophecies, but in the E- 
ternal Decree of God; the ordained Event 
whereof is notably pointed out by the 
& inthe Text, To - that men are fore- 
|  * written 


% 
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written in aDecree to condemnation 1s ve» 
ry proper, but to lay that they are forewrit- 
ten in a Prophecy to condemnation, 15 
very incongruous 3 for a prophecy 1sof an 
Event, and not to it as a Decree is. In 
that place where 'tis ſaid that Chriſt Tg 
tye«kqn, Gal. 3. I. T@ &YEIP! imports nota 
Decree, but a _— forth or lively paint- 
ing out of Chriſt z for there is no &s at all 
a$1n the former Text, but oi; xc” ogtarugs, 
to whom before the eyes Jeſus Chriſt 
was ſet forth. But the plain meaning of 
the former Text is, they were decreed to 
this condemnation, viz. to ſpiritual Judg- 
ments (which the '7#70 ſpecially points 
at) and by conſequence to Eternal Dam- 
nation alſo, 

Now touching this Triple a& of Re- 
probation I (hall enquire 

1. Whois the Author thereof ? 

4 What are the things decreed there- 
in 

3. To whom thoſe things are decreed ? 

+ What is the Impulſive Cauſe there- 
of : 

1. Who is the Author thereof 2 Even 
theſame great God who is the Author of 
Eletionz he, who chuſes ſome, paſles by 
others 3 he, who hath mercy on ſome, 
G 3 hardens 
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hardens others. Grace and Glory are at 
his diſpoſe 3 the Keys of Heaven and Hell 
are inhis hands atone, In fome he pre- 
vents final fin, by the mollifying Graces 
of Faith and Repentance nt A leaves 
to final fm, aQtual or at leaſt original. 
Some he raiſes up out of the Hell of their 
Corruption into an Heaven of Glory 3 ©0- 
thers he tumbles down from one Hell to 
another, from the Hell of Iniquity to the 
Hell of Mifery. This 1 the: Almighty 
Potrer, who, out of the ſame lump of 
corrupred Mankind, makes 6ne Vellel to 
honour, and another to diſhoriour $ and 
all the while, the earthen Pitcher muſt 
not ſtrive with his Maker, or fay, Why 
haſt thou made me thus? but rather haſten. 
dowr into the Abyſs of his own Nullity 
and Pravity, and from thence adore the 
infinite heights of Sovereignty and Equi- 
fy in the Divine Decrees, 

2. Whatare the things decreed there- 
in? Theſe I ſhall confider according. to 
the Triple A& thereof ? 

i. Asfor the firſt Ad of Preterition or 
Non-ele&ion , the thing decreed is - the 
not giving of Grace and Glory to the Re- 
probates, | 

1. 'Fis the-not giving of Grace unto 
them, 
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them. Not that there isa preterition of 
them as to all kind of Grace ; for Repro-» 
bates may be Children of the kinedone , 
Matth. 8. 12. called to the marriage-ſupper, 
Matth. 22. 12. and coming may e«t and 
drink in Chriſt's preſence, Luk, 13. 26, they 
may be enlightned and partakers of the hol 
Ghoſt,and taſte the good word of God and the 
powers of the world to come, Hebr. 6. 4, 5. 
and way is a very high expreſſion)they 
may be ſaid m5{ev dis Th evo, to believe 
in the name of Jeſus, Joh. 2. 23. But that 
there is a preterition of *them as to the 
Tet: nedJoue %, ifupe owrre/cs,, thoſe 
better things which accompany, and by a 
near contiguity touch upon Salvation , 
Heb. 6. 9g. as to ſuch a precious Faith, 
Love in incorruption, Holineſs of truth, 
Repentance unto life, real and thorough 
Converſion, as are found in the Elect. 
There is not then a preterition as to all 
kind of Grace, no, nor all kind of pre- 
terition as to ſaving Grace ; for God doth 
will the Converſion of Reprobates in a 
double manner. 

1. God wills their Converſion, Yolun- 
tate ſimplicis complacentie 3 Converſion 
even in a Reprobate would make joy in 
Heaven, it would be 73 «gg, grateful 
G 4 aqJ 


88 Of Gods Decree of Reprobation,' 
and well-pleaſing to God ; if we believe - 
him ſwearing by his life, his pleaſure or de- 
light is IW2 in the wicked mans turning, 
Ezck, 33.11. God delights in his Image 
where-ever it be. | 

2. God wills their Converſion Yolunta- 
te virtual; vel ordinativ4 Mediorum:; for 
the right underſtanding whereof I ſhall 
lay down four things, ** 

I. The proper end and tendency of all 
means 1s to turn men unto God : within - 
the Sphere of the Church, ſuch is the end 
and tendency thereof, Why did/'Chriſt 
come but to turn every one from his iniqui- 
ties, Ads 3.26 £ Why did he preach, but 
that his hearers might be ſaved, Joh.5.34 ? 
Why did the Apoſtle warn and.- teach 
every man, but to preſent every man per- 
fe@ in Chriſt, Col. 1. 282 John's Baptiſm 
was & pdvoxy, Aatth. 3.11. Church- 
cenlures were &s oixo3zunv, 2 Cor. IO. B. 
Even the delivering to Satan was for the 
deſtruFion of the fleſh, 1 Cor. 5. 5. Con- 
verſion is the true Centre of the Means. 
Nay, without the Sphere of the Church, 
the true end and tendency of things 1s 
ſuch, that God might be ſeen in every crea- 
ture, Rom. 1. 20. Sought and felt in every 
; place, As 17.27. Witneſſed in m__— 

| Ads 
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AOt 14.17. Feared in the ſea-bounding 
ſand, Fer. 5.22. Humbled wnder in every 
» || «baſing providence, Dan. 5.22. Turned to 
> || in every judgement, Amos 4. 11. Ina word, 
| theend and tendency of all God's works 
- | is that men might fear before him, Eccl. 
* | 3-14. The whole World is a great Ordi- 
| F nance, at it is in it ſelf, preaching forth 
the power and goodneſs of God who 

| | madeit; andas it is the unconfumed Stage 
[- of ſo many crying fins, preaching forth 
- | the clemency and mercy of God who 
ſpares it, and daſhes it not down about 
the ſinners cars. ' All the goodneſs and 
forbearance of God leads men to repen- 
tance, Rom. 2. 4. That piece of Goſpel 
{beſo confeſſeth and forſaketh his ſins ſhall 
ave mercy ) leems legible in his patience z 
for it may be naturally and rationally 
concluded, That that God, who in his 
clemency ſpares men though finners, will 
m his mercy pardon them when repentin 
and returning. This is the true du ld 
tendency of his patience, even that men 
might turnand repent. 

- 2. The tendency of the Means to Con- 
verſion is ſuch , that if men under the 
adminiſtration thereof turn not unto God, 
the only reaſon hes within themſelves, 
. in 
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in their own corrupt hearts. If God 

and men are not purged, 'tis becenſe there 
is lewdneſs in their filthineſs , Ezek, 24 
13. If he would gather, and men are not 
gathered, 'tis becauſe they will not, Matth. 
23. 37. If he ſpread out his hands, and 
mencome not in, 'tis becexſe they are re« 
bellions, Iſai. 65. 2. If he be patient and 
long-ſuffering, and they repent not, 'tis 
becanſe of their hardneſs end impenitent 
heart, Rom. 2. 5. The Apoſtle calls the 
heretical Seducers in his time ular, 
ſuch as did rm or transfer the grace of 
God from its true end or ſcope, Jyd. ver, 
4+ And what thoſe Seducers did dodri- 
nally, that do all finners practically; fo 
far forth as they live under the means 
and turn not, they do thereby transfer 
=_ remove the means from therr genuine 


3. God doth by a formal Decree will 
the Means with their tendencies. AU Ordis» 
nances are ſealed by the Divine Will, and 
go outin its name, and are what they 
are from its Ordinatjon, , Without this, 
Means are no longer Means, but mere 
empty names and vain ſhadows. 

4. Out of God's formal Decree of the 
Means doth reſult his Virtual Will of _ 

Ne 
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Converſion, That God, who doth for- 
mally wilt the means with their tenden» 
cies even unto Reprobates, doth virtual- 
ly will their Converſion as the true ſcope 
and end of thoſe Means. Hence 'tis ſaid, 
that Chriſt wonld have gathered the nnbe-« 
lieving Jews, Matth. 23. 37. and God 
would have all mento be ſaved, 1 Tine. 2, 
4- viz. in reſpett of his Virtual or Ordi« 
native Will. Hence God is brought in, 
wiſhing, 0h / that there were ſuch an beart 
it them, Dent. 5. 29. 0h ! that thou hadſt 
hearkened to my commandments , Iſai. 48. 
18. And what are theſe wiſhes? Surely 
all the diftufions of Light, promulgations 
of Laws, expanfions of Goſpel Grace, 
waitings of divine Patience, and ſtriv« 
ings of the holy Spirit are (as I may lo lay) 
God's O's after Converſion, in as much as 
they have a tendency thereunto 3 and 
God in willing that tendency, doth vir- 
tually will mens return alſo. Excellent 1s 
that. of learned Ames 3: Dews eminenter & 
virtuali quidam ratione eatenws vult ſalts 
rem hominam, quatenue vocat ipſos ad fa» 
lIutem. Thus with this Virtual Will God 
doth will the Converſion of Reprobates. 
But then you'l fay, If ſo, God's Will 1s 
fruſtrated ; for Reprobates are never a» 
Gually 
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Qually converted. I anſwer, That God's: 
Formal Decree is only of the Means with 
their tendencies ; andtherefore is not fru- 
ſtrated but fulfilled in the aQual exhibiti- 
on of ſuch Means. And God's Virtual Will 
(though it be of the Converſion of Re- 
probates) yet in their Non-converfion is 
not fruſtrated, becauſe it is not an abſo- 
Jute but conditional Will, iſ per ipſos 
ſeeterit, unleſs their own voluntary cor» 
ruption do impede the Effet 3 which in 
Reprobates it always doth. But you'l 
yet reply, Then God's Will is conditio» 
nal, and by conſequence imperte&. To 
which I anſwer with the Judicious Bi- 
ſhop Devenant , That Volitions merely 
conditional agree not with the perfedti- 
on of the Divme Nature; for that were 
to ſuſpend God's Will for a time, and 
then, poſt purificatam conditionem, to make 
it become abſolute. But mixtly-conditi- 
onal Volitions, that is, ſuch as are ground- 
ed on ſome abſolute Decree , may be. 
allowed : As for Example, that mixt con- 
ditional Decree , That if Cain or Judas 
believe they ſhall be aved, is grounded 
on that abſolute Decree, that whoſoe- 
ver believes ſhall be ſaved, Now this 
Virtual WyYl of the Converſion of Re- 
probates 
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is not ogg conditional, but 
mixtly conditional 3 for it reſults out of 
God's abſolute Decree of the Means 
with their tendencies, Wherefore ( not- 
withſtanding theſe Objections ) I con- 
clude , That God doth virtually will 
the Converſion of Reprobates, fo far forth 
as the Means have a tenCency there- 
unto. 
Theſe things being thus laid down 
I conceive that the thing decreed in Pre- 
terition or Non-election, is the not giv- 
ing or working ſaving Grace or thorough 
Converſion in Reprobates, in ſuch a ſure 
and inſuperable way as in the Ele&. Re- 
probates have not ſuch intimate in:ſhi- 
ning, efficacious drawing, Law-engraving, 
-and heart-opening and melting Grace .as 
the Ele. And this not giving or work- 
ing Canyerſion in ſuch a way, claſhes 
with neither of the aforeſaid Wills. Not 
with the Will of Complacence ; for ſtill 
if a Reprobate did turn or convert, he 
ſhould be accepted with God : nor yet 
with the Virtual or Ordinative will of 
God; for (till Means are Means, and Or- 
dinances are Ordinances, and their true 
end and tendency is to turn men unto 
God : I fay their true chd 5 for _— 
a 
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difference Between ari infalliBle Ordina- 
tion of means for the wotKitis of Con- 
verſion in men, and a true Ordination of 
Means for the ſame purpoſe. As to the 
Ele&, there is an infallible Ordination of ' 
Means thereuntozand as to the Reprobate, 
there is a true (though not infallible) Or- 
dination of the ſame. The perfe&tion of 
the Non-elet Angels was truly ordina- 
ted to their Perſeverance, but not infal- 
libly. The integrity of 4da#: in innocen» 
cy was truly ordinated to his continuance 
in Obedience, but not infallibly. Where- 
forte Non-eleQion or Preterition, though 
it ſtand not in conjuntion with an 1n- 
fallible Ordination , yet it catries no con- 
tradiction to a true Ordination of the 
Means. Notwithſtanding the Decree of 
Non-cle&ion or Preterition , God may 
ſtill expoſtulate with a Reprobate, as the 
Apoſtle did with the Galatians, Quis te 
impedivit * Who hindred yok from obeying 
the truth, Gal. 5. 7 ? Have you not had 
many awakenings of Conſcience , thut- 
*drings from the fiery Law, wooeings from 

e pracj 17 Bot the 
holy 


| rune po ſtrivin 
irit, aod long waitings of infinite 
Patience and Forbeance 3. and all th 

to draw you to Repentance? And what 
He hindred 
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bhindred you from turning unto me? What, 
but your own perverſe rebellious heart ? 
How often have I called and you would 
not hear ? knocked and you would not 

> moved and you would not ſtir ? 
offered Chriſt and Heaven and you would 
not accept? And why would you not? 
Let Conſcience fay , if it were not for 
ſome baſe indulged luſt; which, when 
had ſearched after, you have hid it in 
the ſecret of your heart 3 when I have 
ſtript and laid it naked before you, you 
have ſewed 'Fig-leaves and covered its 
when I would have (lain and crucihed it, 
you have ſpared it and laid it ini your bo- 
ſom. Well, I cantruly fay, Perditio t#e 
ex te, thy deſtruGion is from thy ſelf alome7 
'tis not becauſe thou hadſt no means of 
Grace ; *'tis not becauſe thoſe Means were 
not ordinated to thy Converſion z "tis 
not | becauſe thy  Converfion ſhould 'not 
have. been accepted with me 4 noy- 'tis 
merely from thy voluntary corruption! 
2.Another thing decreed in preterition 


is the not-giving -of Glory unto Repro- 


God would upon no terms att give Glo- 
7 unto them : No; for the Mef Who» 
believeth - ſhall be ſaved] doth both 
import 


bates.But this is not ſuch 4 wealgreOt if 
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. import God's | Will, -and extend =p 
ral to all; Reprobates as well as 
it is a; not-giving Glory to them in 
ſuch a ſure infallible way. as to the:Ele&. 
-Heaven is! ſeriouſly offered to the R 
'bates, and offered upon the very Gs 
terms as to the Elect 3 but. here lies the 
difference :, God gives ſpecial Effecual 
Grace to the Ele, cloaths them in- the 
fine linnen, of rightcouſnels, wakes thens 
-oveet for #he:inheritance in light, Col. 1.12. 
avorks them for this very thing, 2 Cor. g.$, 


and at laſt cauſes them to. arrive ſafe at 


Heaven, - But thus he dealsnot with Re- 
| > ge ; for he leaves them without that 

ectual Grace which infallibly leads to 
Glory. 
Jo & "As to. the ſecond Aﬀ of Reproba- 
tion, viz, the permiſſion of final ſin,” the 
thing decreed 15 double. 

1. The permiſſion of ſ1n/in Reprobates. 

| 2- The permiſſion of the Finality-of 


- L. The permiſſion of fin in them isde- 
—_— Now what is - this permiſſion? 


ae is n Ca Law lies. as if they 


a Law +; for this'were towns 


not a mere dreaming Spec | 


Ion as the (leeper ſuffered, Tares _—_ 
the 
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the Wheat 3 for divine Providence never - 
nor {leeps.. 'Tis neither ſimple 


'{lumbers 
Volition,.for then/God would hinder lin- 


ful aQtions from coming into being z. nor 

eta e Volition, for,then God ſhould 
= the Cauſe and Author of fin; - Tis 
not ſuch a permiſſion - of; fin,. as if Repro» 
bates had no- remoxa's at all in their f1n- 
ning z.for every beam of Light,. item in 
Conſcience, rod of Affliction, ſtriving of 
the holy . Spirit , and. particle of holy 
Means"\4s a kind of impediment caſt .in 
their perverſe: way, - But. Permifhon: is an 
AQ of Providence ifſuing forth from God, 
not ag he'is'a righteous Legiſlator, but as 
he is the {upreme; Rettor and Provilor, 
moderating inall Events. Hence the Scri- 
pture awns God's miſſuqn in Joſeph's ſale, 
Gen. 4555 Gods commiſſion in Abab's ſe- 
duion,' 1 Kings 22.22, God's bidding in 
S himei's Curſing, 2 Sam. 16.11, and God's 
hand and, counſel in. Chriſt's crucifixion , 
Ads 4. 28.. More, particularly ; 'tis ſuch 
an Act of. Providence as carries with -it, 


Firſt, an. Adminiſtration, of ſuch -pbjets 


and circumſtances, which arg good in 
th vesz yet occaſionally like. Achan's * 
golden Wedge. dray out mens corrupti« 
onanto, 30.5 Then a ſuſpcntion:or non» 
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dotation of ſich Grace and 'Meatis a 
would effettually and de fa&s prevent 
the commilion of fy; Next.aniaQual cor 
currence of the' Holy Ore to the 'Matee 
rial A& or Entity of fin, though vot ith 
the leaſt Meaſure tothe anomy or iifals 
neſs thereof 5 And withal a bounding fith 
m its meaſure and duration; and orders 
Ing fin to his owti Glory. Thus God pets 
mits ſm; and ts it Volent: fornone 
will fay thar he doth it Nolentz theres 
fore all muſt ſay, that he doth it Volene. 
And in'attrhis, neither can the Rept 
ery out of hard' meaſure z for ir the fame 
mantier God permits the fins of the Ele@ * 
Nor can the leaſt blot light upon'the holy 
One; for which of all theft way he not 
juſtly do? May not he marſhal 6bjeas? 
Then he may do nothing in hit own 
World. Not fs much- as laitn by 
Eaw; for (in wflttake Mt thertdy : 
No, nor his Goſpet neither ;- for” Grace 
will' be turned fnto- wanronneſs. May 
not he' ſuſpend his Efficacibys' Grace > 
Then Grace is not his own $ burif if be, 
by whit Law is he bonnd to giveR? I 
there be no ſach Law, why hy yoe 
ſaſpendt ? But 'if therebe, ho Ko rnh— 


pertvit' fit, ſeeing ke! is bobtud 
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fach Grace aswill aQually prevent it Bur: - 
yau'l ſay, Permiſſion is no ſuch ſuſpenſi» 
on of Graee, but a leaving a man in ur 
conſelit ſai,” a'dimiffion- of him-to his own 
Genius and free Wilt ; if fo, then how 
doth God hinder fin > Doth he in han- 
ons fin offer violence vo man's Liberty; 
itting it he leaves him thereun- 
why ely;if God hinder ir, it muſtbe 
by- fome kind' of Grace or other ; and 
therefore if-he permit it; it muſt be-by 
— off of Grace, or noe at. all. 
-- *May not the concurr to 
Mattie = of "in 7 Then how muchy 
Merion 4s there -mdependent from the 
firſt Mover? How much Entity is thexe 
From the Being of Beings? 
May notalfo the great Clock of the World 
ſtand alone without the Everlaſting Azms, 
and all the Creature-wheels therein. go 
alone, without'any touch of Providence? 
Laftly ; If God'did not boundfin, woutd 
not' that Moral Monſter ſoon - devour alt 
Religion and Humanity > And. if be did 
tot order it to his own Glory, how thould 
Light come out of Darkneſs, and Order 
ou of | Confultons ? Ih a word : God in 
Wifdom permits the folly of fn 5 
of tn providential oye the weaknels there- 
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To» of Godr Decree of Reprobation... | 
of ; and in unſpotted purity the pollutions 
thereof. 0 


2.'The fecond thing decreed is the 
permiſſion of ſms Finality ; and this is the 
Critical difference between the Ele& and 
Reprobate. - God permits fin in the E+ 
le&;-but fins Finality only inthe Repros 
bate. Now how doth God permit fin's 
Finality, but by that blinding and hard» 


=_ of Reprobates, which is ſo eat 
m-'Scripture ?- But how doth Tay rhe 
and harden them? Not by infufing -the 
leaſt drop of 'malice into their hearts s 
No, darkneſs, may ſooner 1flae from the 
Sun, than bliadneſs from the Father of 
Lights 3 and- drought may ſooner iſfue 
from the Sea, than hardneſs from the. Fa« 
ther of Mercics: but he doth it inadouble 
manner. 

© I. Deſerendo, or by way of. Negation. 
Dicitur Dews ((aith St Auſtin) excecare 
quando non illuminat , indurare quanda 
nou 'emollit, Every Reprobate is born 
with a Veil upon his Eyes,/and a Stone 1n 
his heart ;'and in that adion Hg 
leaves him , not impatting/to him, ſuch 
enlightning and mollifying ;Grace as he 
doth unto the Elect. Not ſuch enlight- 
ning Grace- 5 and hence Reprobates 
are 


_—- 


_ Of God's Deeree of Reprobation. 101 
are called blinded ones, Rom. 11. 7, nor 
ſuch mollifying Grace, and hence' they, 
are called | v=. Aloe ones, Rom. 9.18, In 
this Negative blinding - and hardening, 
doth properly and formally confliſt the 
Permiſſion of final fin... For as God doth 
impede Final fin in the Ele, by irradia- 
ting and ſaftning them by his Grace z ſo 
he doth permit Final fin in the Repro- 
bate by not wradiating and ſoftoing them 
thereby. 

2. Judicandos or by way of penal in- 
flicion. After many rebellions againſt 
light, God at laſt gives men up to 4 re- 
probate mind, void of all ſpiritual judg- 
ment 3 #0 afat heart, void of all ſpiritual 
ſenſe 5 to. a ſpirit of ſinmber , ſuch as 
wakes not . under the. loud calls and 
roaring judgments of Heaven 5 to a 
Teac, a brawny hardneſs and ſenlle(s 
obduratien , ſuch as feels nothing , no 
not the weighty mountains of fin and 
wrath lying on the foul. And this he 
doth partly by a tradition to Satan, who 
rules in darkneſs and hardneſs, and hath 
a wonderful art to promote and aggra» 
yate both theſe in the children of diſobe- 
dience; partly by a giving them up to 
their own luſts, which are the moſt in- 
H 3 timate 
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timateDevils of all, and by degrees pur 
out the eyes, and obſtinare r hearts 
of men ; partly by preſenting ſuch ob- 
jets as occefionally prove 'ſnares and 
ftumbling blocks to them. Hence we 
find 1m Scripture - an enjnaring table , 
Pſal.69. 22. 4 deſtirpying proſperity, Prov. 
1. 82. a ſin-irriteting Law, Rom. 7,8 
a death-ſavouring Goſpel, 2:Cor. [2. 16, an 
enraging adverſity, juch as muthts theme 
a wild bull in a net, = 5I. 20. 

many more'like providences, which- ©c- 
caſfionally harden and blind-men into'fur- 
ther degrees of 'fin'md wickedneſs. Now 
this Judrcial hardning and blmding 
neither to be found im all Reprobates; 
but in the grand Rebels ; nor 'yet only 
mm Reprobares, bat in the Dle@, at leaft 
ſome of them. Hence that out+cry, © 
Lord ! Why haſt thou matle w to err from 
thy ways, and hardened our hearts from thy 
fear ? 1/ai. 63. 17. "Only here is the dit: 
ference 3 this Judicial blinding and hard- 
ning in the Elect is but partial '3 all the 
holy light -is hot-out, all ſpiritual ter- 
dernels is not gone. Wherefore in'that 
place they groan after' a return $ but jn 
the Reprobate it is 'more total. Again, 
in the 'El«& it is but for a time 3'through 
auxiliary 
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auxiliary Grace the cloſed eyes will 0» 
pen again, the ſtony 'heart will melt a- 

in; but ia the Reprobate it is final,the 

knels 1s upon them till they come to 

utter darkneſs, the ſtone is in them till 
they come to helliſh obſtinacy. Where- 
fore inghem 'tis a kind of ſealing up of 
Damnation. Negative blinding and hard- 
ning ſuffices to the permiſſion of final 
fin, but Judicial is an carneſt of final per- 
dition. 

3. As to the third At of Reprobation, 
the thing decreed is Eternal Damnationg 
hence Reprobates are ſaid to be made for 
the day off evil. Neither can any man doubt 
that is4uch a Decree; for God doth 
aQually condemn them in time, and both 
Reaſon tells us,that whatſoever God doth, 
evenin his judgments, he doth it Volent; 
and Scripturetells us, that whatſoever he 
doth, he doth it according to the coun- 
fel of his own-Will ; wherefore both af- 
ſure us that there is ſuch a Decree. Bur 
you'l ſay, Doth not that. Promiſe { who- 
Joever believeth ſball be ſaved }] both im- 
port /Gad's'Will, and extend cven to 
Reprobates, and how then can God de- 
eree their Damnation ? Which way can 
both theſe Wills ftand together in the 
H.4 heart 
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heart of God ? TI anſwer ; 'Tis true thit 
the Promiſe- doth both import God's 
Will, and extend to Reprobates ; never» 
theleſs it very well confilts with the De- 
cree of Damnation, and this will appear 
by a double diſtin&tion. 

1. Let us diſtinguiſh the Deerees of 
God : Some of them are merely produ- 
\Ctive of Truths, others are definitive of 
Things which ſhall actually exiſt, The 
firſt are accompliſhed in connexions, the 
laſtin events. To clear it by Seripture 
anſtances : The Decree, that David ſhould 
be King of Iſrael , was definitive of a 
thing ; but the Decree, that if Saul v- 
beyed, his Kingdom ſhould have continu» 
ed, 1 8am. 13. 15, is but produttive of a 
truth, The Decree that Dawid ſhould 
not be delivered up by the men of Kez- 
lah, was definitive'of a thing 3; but the 
Decree, that if he had ſtaid there they 
would have delivered him up, 1 Sam. 23. 
I2. Was but produdive of a truth. The 
Decree,thatFer»/alexz (hould be burnt with 
fire, was definitive of a thing 3 but the 
Decree, that if Zedekiah did po forth to 
the King of Babylon it ſhould not be burat, 
- 39. 17. was but produdtive of a truth. 

oxcover, that there are. Decrees defints 

t1ve 
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tive of things, ts proved by the events; that 
there are Decrees produdtive of truths, is 
proved by the 'connexions 3 if there be 
no ſuch connexions, how is the- Scripture 
verified ? but if there be, how are theſe 
things connected ? There is-no natural 
connexion between Saul's Obedience and 
his -Crown, David's ſtay and the Xeilites 
treachery, Zedekiah's out-going and Jerw= 
falems firing: wherefore theſe connext- 
ons do flow out of God's Decrees as pro- 
duQtive of truths. Now to apply this di- 
ſtinftion to our preſent purpoſe : The 
Decree of damning the Reprobate for 
final fin is definitive of a thing ; but 
the Decree imported in the general Pro- 
miſe, is but produttive of a truth, vis, 
That there is an univerſal connexion be- 
tween Faith and Salvation ; ſuch a con- 
nexion, that Reprobates themſelves, if 
Believers , ſhould be' faved. Now theſe 
two Decrees may very well ſtand toge- 
ther ; for Decrees definitive of events 
contradict not Decrees” produttive of 
traths; unleſs the event in the one De- 
cree contradict the truth' in the other. 
Wherefore if ( which is not) there were 
a Decree of damning Reprobates,whether 
they did beheve or not, it could not ſtand 
with 
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8nuth. of the Promiſe. But the Decxec 
(uch 85 indeedit js) of Ropen- 

bates for final fin, may well co 
m__ Promiſe $5 for the ——_ yr 
that no way cooſiee the truth af 
the Promiſe. Reprobates are damned for 
final fin, that's the event of one Decreeg 
and Reprobates,if Believers,ſhall be laved, 
that's the truth gf another : both which 
a well coablt together. 

, Let usdiſtinguiſh the abjefts of theſe 
| mba z the objeds ftand not underthe 
ſame qualifications as to both of = 


The ree of Salvatz 
terms reſpects men 45 «x pt) Conc bu 
the Decree of ev notion p 


ſpecs them as Fs rms ſinners z cond there 
no inconliſtency between them. 

Thus owuch by: way of Anſwer to the 
Objection : Yet withal, before I paſs on 
£0 the next t ; ſuffer me 42 little t9 
ſtand and adore the ſtupendious Abyſs of 
the Divine Decrees, The Elect arrive at 
Heaven, yetiby the way ſce Hell _ 
42 the Threatning ; the Reprobate 
to'Hell, yet by the way ſee Heaven open- 
ing in the Promiſe, The Eleq m—_ 
ye 
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live and die in fin, but they will he fab 
gladio; the Reprobates cannot vepent and 
return , but' chey will be fab corona; 
Tremble. work and wa Saints, for 
the holy One thunders out from Hegs 
yen —_— ſacred — if you live 

x foall die, Repent, retarn 
zary beliece. 0's Sinners, for the Divine 
Philanthropy wooes you in thoſe real 
andifſembled Offers of Mercy , Wheſare 
ver believes ſhall be ſaved 3 ſorver = 
fakes his ſens ſhall find mercy. Here, 
here, is mMvroizeAg- cogia, the wank 
woſclow of God; a fit reſerve forthe Apo» 

ple of rhe Judgment day,whole clear 

oor de will Hos theſe wonderful conſi- 
ftencics 'before men and Angels. 

3. Having diſpatched the things de- 
creedin Reprobation, Iprocede to (peak 
of theperſons to-whom theſe things are 
decreed ; and herel ſhall conſider, 

1. What they are for Quantity. 

2. What tw} are for Quality. 

1. What are they for Quantity ? they 
are-certain individual Perſons. As fome 
certam individual perſons are choſen, fo 
others are paſſed by ; as ſomeare by name 
in the Book of Life , ſo others are by 


name lefr out of it. There is a great dit» 
tcrence 
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ference between the Reprobation of fin 
and the Reprobation of {inners : the Re- 
probation of fin iſſues from the Sanity 
and Holineſs of God's Will ; but the 
Reprobation of finners iſſues from the 
Sovereignty and Juſtice thereof. The Re« 
ation of fin is univerſal, and without 
any diſtintion of perſons 3 God hates fin 
where-ever it be, be itin his own beloy- 
ed Jedidiahs, 'tis an abominable thing,ſuch 
es his ſoul abhorrs : but the Reprobation 
ef ſinners is particular 3 Eſau and not Jacob 
was hated; Judas and not Peter was a Son 
of perdition. Indeed he that denies par- 
ticular Reprobation , muſt by neceſl: 
conſequence deny particular EleGion 3 
and he that aſſerts an Eletion of ſome 
individual perſons, doth, in codem rationis 
fgno, ailert a Reprobation of others, 

2. Whatare they for Quality ? I anſwer 
1n two particulars. 

1. Reprobation, as to the firſt and ſe- 
cond As thereof, viz. Preterition, and 
Permiſhion of final fin, reſpefts them as 1y- 
ing in the corrupt Maſs. This appears 
by thoſe Names agd Titles whereby Re» 
probation is ſet forth and deſcribed in 
Scripture : there 'tis hatred, and God 
hates none but Goners 3 'tis ——__ 
| all 
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2nd God hardens none but ſuch as arein 
a corrupt eſtate 5 'tis abjeTion or caſting 4» 
way, and God doth not caſt away an up- 
right one,. or a man Nandingio integrity 5 
"tis, not knowing, and G knows = 
approves every linle(s creature z *tis, not 
fſoewing mercy, and that ſuppoſes men to 
lie in a ſtate-of miſery, -or clſe they are 
not capable of mercy, or the denial there» 
of, Wherefore I conceive that in Preter- 
ition, and Permiſſion of final;fin, men are 
conſidered as lying in a corrupt and un- 
done Condition. ; 

2, Reprobation, as to its third At, 
viz. the decreeing of Da mnation, reſpets 
them as final ſinners. 'Tis true, eve 
ſin, as (in, is in it (e&)f intrinfecally mert- 
torious of Damnation 3 but through Go- 
ſpel Grace in Jeſus Chriſt, no fin but ſhch 
as is fina], doth attually produce Dam- 

tion. God condemns none bur for fi- 
nal fin}. and decrees to condemn none but 
forit. Thoſe vellels of - wrath. xolgth- 
ga is dmi\acy, fitted to deſtru@ion , 
Rom.9-22. are (as I take it ) final ſinners 
only. Great ſinners may be vellels of 
Mercy, and repent unto.Life Eternal; bur 
final inners are veſſels of Wrath and fite 
ted to deſtrution, God fears ol, 


of 
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fife; :ht be bath no pleaſure in the death 
of the wicked, Exch. 73. 11. trot tines he 
e a final fitinier, in whom thett is no ras 
turning of tepenting :' not in fuch a way 
& to leave no place or room ar all for 
_—_—_ 5 for the —_ _ is in the 
ext oppoſed to His' death, a pppoted 
AS 2 this mote deſirable to God than his 
death. Should the Decree of Damnati- 
on objettively terminate on a finner,mere- 
Iy as a ſinner, thete could beno place or 
roon for Repentance ; but if it termi 
nate on him as a final firmer, there is no 
fuch obſtrudtion at all. Wherefete 1 con- 
teive, that as God condemns none but 
for final ſin, fo” he decrees to conderia 
rioge but for the ſame 5 and by confe- 
quence, that Decree reſpe&s then as fi- 
dt Gtiners, that is; they are firſt confi 
dered as. final finners, and rhen the 
Decree of Darmation terthinates on 
Vo. But hefe an Obje&icn meets 
de 5 God'condemns none but final ſinners, 
Fi veg $a to e6ndemn note Gur fach 5 
ex hence it follows not, that the Decree 
Danination, reſpeds them! as final Sin- 


ners, or that they wete confidered 1s ſictt 
anzecedetitly ts that Decree : for on 
Aff aves 
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fives none bur fihal believers, and des 
efces to fave none but fac 5' yer from 
then6s it follows tor, thar the Deere 
of Salvation reſpeRts ther as final Believ« 
es, 6 that they were conlidered as ſich 
anrecedently torhat Decree : for(as hart 
beett laid down before) Faith a4nd'Sabvas 
tion ate comprized in one and the ſaitfd 
Decree ; ard therefore thereis no ances 
eedency of Faith to Salvation it the v 
OY bur 6h] ies the executton 


Anſw, To which Objeftion meg 
That between' the- two Caſes there is # 
triple difference; which (if: evnfidered) 
will make it appear, that the — 
Which fails in th6 one caſe, doth hold good 
Ii the' other. | 
t. Theſe two Propofitions{ God des 
erees to fave tone but final Believ 
God decrees to damn none but final 
ners] muſt be taken! m a different meard 
ing. When weſay, God decrees to ſav# 
hone but final Believers, the fmeanitig 
hot, final Believers fo preconfidefed at 
tecedently to that Decree; for Faith utid . 
tion are comprized in one Deercey 
t final Believers fo to be 'thade by 
foie of that Decr66, But when we yy 


" 
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God decrees to datnt ripne but final Sin- 
ners; the meaning is not, final Sinners {q 
to be made by force of that Decree.z far 
God's Deerce makes no man a final Sins 
ner 3 bart final Sinners fo preconlidered agy 


tecedently to-that Decree, Wherefore, 


from that Propoſition ,.-{God decrees.to 
ſave none but final Believers] it cannot 
be coneluded that the Deeree of Salvati- 
on reſpe@s them as final Believers :- but 
(becauſe of. the different meaning,) from 
that other Propoſition, [God decrees tg 
damn ngne but fioal Sinners) it may: be 
rightly, concluded, that, the Decree of 
Damnation. reſpe&s them. as final Sinners. 
2, There is an itnmediate contaQ be- 
tween Grace-'and Glory ; hence theſe 
two may very aptly be comprized in one 
Decree,” and-if ſo, final Faith 1s not pre» 
lidered.'to the Decree. of. Salvation. 
_ between Pretcritionor. Permiſhon of 
fin and Danination there is no immediate 
eontat ; for,the Act: of the, Creature, even 
his final fin, -comes between : hence Pres 
terition or Permiſhon aad Damnation 
, eannot (according. ta our pnderſtanding) 
be congruoully comprized in one Decres 
but in diſtin& Decrees..z.and; it { al 
Ga is preconlidered to the Decree of Nams 
ofox# narion 3 
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Of Godr Decree of Reprobation. 113 
nation. For no ſooner doth the Decree 
of Preterition and Permiſſion paſs-in the 
divine Will, but therein, as in a Glaſs, 
there is a Preſcience of final Sin 3; and 
thereupon paſſes the Decree of Damna- 
tion. But you'l fay 5; Neither is there 
fuch an immediate contatt between Grace 
and Glory, as you alert 3 for between 
the donation of Grace and Glory the 
at of the Creature, viz. final Faith, doth 
intervene. I anſwer; Tis true, it doth 
' Yintervene, but as a fruit or effe& of that 
Donation 5 it doth intervene, but that 
Donation hath a Cauſal influence and 
attingency into the Creatures AR, and 
its Perſeverance : wherefore it ſo inter» 
venes as not to break the immediate con» 
tat in the leaſt meaſure. But between 
Preterition or Permiſhon and Damnati- 
on the Creatures AR, viz. final Sin; doth 
intervene, not as an effect of Preterition 
or Permiſhon, but as a fruit of man's cor- 
rupted and depraved Will ; and that in- 
tervention cannot ſtand with an imme- 
diate contaft, Wherefore there being di- 
ſtin& Decrees, firft Preterition and Per- 
miſſion ate decreed, and then (upon the 
preſcience of final Sin) Damnation, / 
3- The third — that of the 
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poſtle, The wazeavf fin 4r death, buti the 
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freely given; therefore the: confideratior 

of Ft Faith 15 n6t a prereqpitre? 2o'the 
Decree bf Salvation 7; But Death is wages 
exatted 'by the tatrinfecal' merry of S1n; 
and/pard only to a. final Sinnerg! theres 
fore rheiconfideration of final. (in is& pres 
requilteito the Decree of Damnation 5 
without that conſideration [iſce nor how 
ircanid+ decreed. as Wages! Bur you't 
fay; EmotEcrernalLife allo a Reward »6f 
Faith>and Holineſs Z)and holy then rod 
that be decreed :a&a Reward yoithour 'a 

preconlideracion iof theſe? wntwet ; E+ 
ternalikite is a Reward; bur tera Reward 
of-pure Grace, 'tis:Grace:upoty Graces 
glorifyiab Grace apoa faritifyingy theres 
fore.to'the 'Decrecing. thereof; As xi Ree» 
ward, 1rſuffices chin it.be deereedFro Bee 
Hhevers and Saims/Not BelicverfindSzints 
{o! preedntidared {to tharr; Ddexecby? for 
Grace aud Glorp..c betng'borh merrghtts, 
and gifts of 1m medine: contitt fare com> 
PrizcU'in one/Derret 5 but Believers and 
Saints-o to be made by forte ofithat De 
cree, atid-ſot6 be tn: WO 
the Drown, 7T hisis ofiough wv chitfegee- 
Ach I wg 
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ind of 4 Rewatd fo'® titely ons. 
Butin Etethal Delth' cte1 t pſig at 


by gratuitous) 5 all'$ rhete Wages and pay 
for Sin, Sifi doh realty at intrinfectaly 
merit it. "Wherefore ME hes death; ag 
luch' wages, 4s FEerees only tofinat Sin- 
ers, Not final SALES fg i b& tide b 
rec of God's Decree; for that nakes ho 
fa Fi Sinnhef. 5 Git frpak Sinners'f9 
eco the" D&&; ren” 'of- 14 
My withour that'precthfider: i8h 
\ 1s FB as.I coticeive;decr thcableases 
nto then.” 
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116 Of God: Deoree'of Reprobation. 
out Law or Goſpel 4 all the Law tity 
have is the dark glimmering of Nature , 
and all the Goſpel they have is the-pati- 
enceand goodneſs of God leading to Re» 
tance. The Sun, Moon and Stars ere 
divided to all nations, Dent. 4. 19. but Je- 
fus Chriſt,a Sun of infinite light and luſtre, 
ſhines in a narrower compals on the earth 
than the finite Sun; the Moon is lefler 
than the Earth, the vifible Church than 
the World of Men. The Apoſtles, thoſe 


Stars of light, maif wot ſhine in Aſia and 
Bithynia, OY; 16. 6,7. (B LE. 
this Evangelical Light ely by 
the divine Will alone ; the di Ice 1s 
not from the worthineſs or unworthineſs 
of men : for thoſe in Aſs and Biihynia 
were as good as others. Chriſt was ma- 
nifeſted to a Thief, and not to a Socrates 
or Plato. Rebellious Ifracl hath the 
of the Word in it, and a more ible 
Nation, which would hearken thereunmto, 
wants it, Ezek. 3. 6,7. Impenitent Core» 
z#nr and Bethſaida have a viſible Deity be- 
fore them in Chriſt's Miracles, when poor 
Tyre and 8idon, much nearer to Repen- 
tance, hath it not, Matth. 11. 51. In all 
which the ſovereign Will of God is to 
be adored ; for that is it which divideth 
berween 
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be the Light and the Darkneſs. 
2.1n the Viſtble Church, the Orb of 
Goſpel-light, God doth not give ſaving 
Grace unto al. Tis true, the mercy of 
God 1s fo immenſe, that al the fins of 
men are but as the drop of the bucket to 
itz the Blood of God is fo meritorious, 
that all the crimſon Crimes inthe World 
are as nothing to It 3 and the Spirit of 
God is ſo almighty, that all the chains of 
hardneſs and unbelicf fall off before his 
converting Grace. heleſs this im- 
menſt Mercy doth not pardon. all ; this 
meritorious Blood doth not waſh all ; nor 


this alri Spirit doth not convert all 
unto Oh the wonderful Abyſs of 


the diviae Counſel ! All men naturally lic 
in bloody pollution, and God ith to one, 
Live, and not to another ; all are as it 
were one entire Rock of obſtinacy againſt 
God, and he calls Abraham's children out 
of one part of the Rock, and leaves all 
the reſt tobe Rock ſtill. All are dead in 
has and treſpaſſes, nay, and ſealed up in 
their Graves with a ſtone of hardneſs and 
unbelief;z and one Grave-ſtone is rolled 
away, and the dead under it raiſed up by 
almighty Grace, and not another, Ex- 
ternal Revelation is all oyer the Church, 

I 3 why 
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whiy 48! not the inward holy  Unction 1g 
t0Q'2' The Goſpel 'ſpunds in every Ear, 
why do not all heax and. learn of; !t e Fa» 
ther > The Goſpe} calls and. knocks at. e+ 
very door, why arg not the Demanſira» 


tions-of the Spirits, and the ings ,of 
the Father in every; beart 2 e| 
ſays it general, Whoſgevey wil;may take 


E>=he Watcr of Life freely, why: goth not 
God work the Will:in all; Why age any 
arrmnigjh. hoerp avbityis, left to Qt e miſetable 
ſeryitiide of ther own free Wall? Here 
thereis no ather relolution but that of; th: 
Apoltle, Hc will havecmercy ou whotn he wi 
beve Mercy, and he will AC rape $ 
ayd beyond this we can only»wohder,and 
2,4 quadan 12CHh;. Exe 'CIF Ok; ob he 

depth 1. Cur bots 1 aperetur 

(lauh St. Auſt im) 1h non opes 

retry, metucrtim me trementew judicia 

Jus injerutabilia &&- incomprehtiſubilia no» 

lo iImterroges, quia quod lego eredo & rex 

wereor, non autem diſcutio. | And,.Ne dicas 

Deo anterrogando, Fne eſt voluntas tuna £ 

fed tremendo, Fiat yoluntas tua, And as 

gain 3 Poſſet Des (faith he of wicked men) 
ipſorumt voluntatem in bonum tonverteres 
quoniam Omnipotens leſt 5 poſjet plane, ear 
ergo non fecite* quid noluit 5 tur noluenit # 

penes 
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OfeGads Derree of Reprobetionn 219 
penenvipſumeſt; If there: were atiy thing 
extra Dei moving him to the Decree of 
Pretetitian and Permiſſion, it muſt needs 
be fin;! eather Original'or Actual,” or fmal 
Impentteticy! and lntidelity therein;” but 
none of:alltheſe moved God thereunto': 
Not Qriginal fin; forthis/is thercommon 
blood reherein all men, Ele& as well” as 
Reprobate,-lic by nature. And this is 
St. Awbrofe's Mirum , touching Infants; 
hi. attio non offendit, ubi 
arbitriuts nox reſiſtit, abs ea P* "G4 ww 1, 
dem mijeria, fimilis tmbecilli- NM 
146, Cauſe Commis: Pp non unum eſſe de 
tenta parilitate judire wales reprobat ab- 
dicatio,tales adoptet. Ble - Indeed Ori- 
ginal. Sin makes atl men teprobables $; for 
allare by nature Chitdren of wrath, Tranf- 
oreſfors. from the womb,” an unclean arid 
mr ef dan} in' bloody and 'abo- 
minable pollution ti and worthy*to be 
put away from the holy One- as drols”, 
and for 'ever to be caſt out into utter 
darkne(s'r but it makes no man # Repro- 
bate3 for the let are as deep in this filthy 
mire as: othets.- Nor yer doth Anal fin 
do ity; for Facob was loved ahd' Faw ha- 
trd;before/ they: had'. done 200d or evil, 
ertuverxes decreed that Jeruſalem ſhonld 
oOFr:0FN l 4 not 


arebellious City, Ezre 4. 19, 214 Should 
ve founder bis of « 


SN 


inon and Non-elettion on a Preſcience of 
humane Rebellion, the boly City of the 
Church had never been built, nor the di- 
vine Image ever repaired therein : All 
men had eternally lay as Sodom and Go» 
worrah in the duſt and rubbiſh of Adaw's 
Fall, with a line of ſpiritual confuſion 
ſtretched upon them, .Who is there that 
lives and fins not > What man on earth 
hath not rebelled, and vexed God's holy 
Spirit ? Even little Infants rebelled i» we» 
- luntate Ade; and beſides, Imbecil/itas mears 
broruw infantilium innocent eft, non ani» 
mu infantium. Neither yet doth final 
Itnpenztency and Infidelity doit; for there 
is no final Impenitency and Infidelity but 
ſuch as is permitted 3 and permitted it is 
not, but out of the Decree of Preteriti- 
on and Permiſſion ; wherefore that De- 
cree cannot be cauſed thereby. Final 
Impenitency and Infidelity may be. confi» 
dered two ways ; either as being in atuy 
al exiſtence, or elſe as foreſeen by the di- 
vine Preſcieace: but neither way doth it 
cauſe the Decree of Preterition and Per» 

miſtion, 
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gow ſame. Not as it 
is inaCtual exiſtence; for final Impeniten 
& Infidelity come into being afiePermill" 
on;and Permiſſion flows out of the Decree 
wherefore final Impenitency and Infideli- 
ty coming aftex Permiftion, are not the 
Cauſe of the Decree out of which Permiſ- 
fion doth iſſue. Nor yet as it is foreſeen 
by the divine Preſcience ; for the Decree 
of Preterition and Permiſhtion is that ve 
Glaſs wherein final Impenitency and I 
delity are foreſeen: for had God made no 
_—_ - Preterition and RE he 

men repenting and believin 
as the fruit of his cefual Grace unto all? 
had he made that Decree univerſally 
touching all, he had ſeen no man repent» 
ing and believing. Wherefore Im- 
penitency and Infidelity, as foreſeen, do 
not caufe but preſuppole the Decree. In 
aword ; I conclude, That the Decree of 
ry ya and 7 v— _ merely 
upon the ſupreme and ſoveret 
Wiler God. Neither is there any bow 
of Injuſtice in all this; for 

I. Nom-ele@io (as Suarez, hath it) #on eff 

pene, ut culpam prerequirat;, ſed eſt que- 
negatio gratuiti beneficii, quod Dew 
ut ſupremns Dowinws negare poteſt. God 
may 
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may do , what he will; with iis ara 
EledGion (the primum indebitan ) is God's 
own, therefore: he may pals by whonr he 
pleaſeth - the holy Spirit (the fouritain-of 
all Faith/and Repentance) is God's own, 
therefore-it may breath baly where it liſts. 
All Souls and (Graces are God's own 3 
therefore he may; infuſe or not infuſe 
Graces into; Souls «ad placitnm. Neithet 
i5 it imaginable that God ſhould be ob» 
liged to give reſtituent Grace to- fallea 
Man, when he was not obliged to give 
cultodient. Grace to the innocents Att» 
gels. If Faith: and Repentance are the 
gifts of God, may he not ſuſpend them? 
If he be bound:to give them, why 15s'there 
« peradvertwre put upon fome mmens Re» 
pentance, 2: 1:#1.2.25 2 Why. a canmwot np+ 
on ſome mens Faith, Johrrt 2. 39 ? Why* 8 
perhaps upanſome mens Forgiveneſs, AGs 
224 Why a forbidding upon' the means 
of. Grace, As 16.6 2 Why a manifeſta» 
tron to diſciples and not tothe world; Joh. 
I4.22f Why a 'KRevelatian .to babes! and 
not to the wiſe and prudeitt, Matth:11.25s 
In (hort 'z God's Election muſt be /cuher 
arbitrary or neceſlary 3 kt neee{lary;how'1sy 
his El:Ction free? Ifarbitrary, how 1s.Notts 
election unjuſt 2 The. donation of Faith 
It: * ..an 
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gud Reperyance muſt be:Grace or Dekg3 
It Debt,why is.not the Veil oft Fomcuep 
Eye, and "the , Stone vurgt.cvery Hearty 
Why is not Grace as cammen as Nazurg, 
and Sajntſhip ay/Humanity. 2 Bur if 
then where-it is conferred \Cit_18- 43 ae 
conferred out, of ſel-moving mercy 5, aftd 
where itis denicd,'ir1s jultly, denied or 
gf unaccountable ſovercigaty. 
[2, In the Permiſſion of 6nal lin there i i 
—_ Joycregignty, but nothing-of ny 
juſtice 3 'the great God is, «b/olntns. Fabep 
he permi(ſzonisz; he could let legions of Anz 
gels at once drop out of Heaven into, Hells 
be could let, janocent 4dam(as rare a piece 
as he was) break'himſelf all ro ſhivers by 
a fall; and, what may he not permit. figs 
ful -Wormsto-do? What are Creatures:tq 
him? If they miſcarry, how many thous 
ſand thouſand Worlds are there in tha 
boſom. of his'Omnipotence2: If he ſulfer 
4)]l-Nations to walk in their own ways; 
he doth but Jet-a drop fall off the Bucket; 
or a ſmall. doſt fly off the ballancez he 
doth but leave Vanity to its own lightneſs, 
and a Yxaſj-nothing to its own” nullity 
and defeCtibility. If he ſuffer ſfinfulbMan 
to run into fin; and that finally, he doth 
but leave the Dog to his own, yomit,: the 
Swing 
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Swine to his own mam bor cow wh 
own poylon, a corru piece As 
dam 4 "a ca 7 ior, out of his own, 
8s the Expreſfion is, Joh. 8. 44. He doth 
bur let the fountain' of blood flow out, 
the corrupt fleſh purrifie,the vitious womb 
of concupiſcence conceive and bring forth, 
and the depraved Will of man forge out 
its own iniquities, and fetter and intangle 
it ſelf with the cords and bonds of its 
own voluntary rebellions; and what In- 
Juſtice can be in all this? eſpecially ſeeing 
this Permiſfon is not a ſubtration of any 


fin. If God be bound to afford ſuch 
Grace, where is the Charter of that en- 
t? If he benot bound thereunto, 
whereis the Injuſtice of that ſuſpenſion ? 
The Saints before a temptation, caſt down 
their Souls before God and cry out, Ne 
induces, Lead us not into temptation 3 and 
after a victory, they caſt down their Crowns 
before him, and ſing out, Thanks be to 
God who giveth us the viftory through Je- 
ſus Chrift. (Wherefore when (in is pre» 
; vented, God's free Grace 1s tobe prail- 
ed ; and when fin 1s permitted, God's ab- 
falute Sovereignty is to be adored. 
_  $. Jaitice 


inherent Grace, but only a fuſpenſion of 
affiſtent Grace as de faFo fm 77m 


Sw x BO a2ZAQ 393 


” BY 2 -B 


ed. as 


Of Gods Decree of Reprobation. r2g 
3- Juſtice in God is agere juxte conde- 
centiam bonitatis © veracitatis ſue ;there» 
fore the Decrees of Preterition and Per» 
miſfioa muſt needs be juſt, becaufe they 
croſs not either his Goodneſs or his Truth, 
Not his Goodneſs; for that doth not ne« 
ceſſitate him either to diffuſe one drop of 
Grace unto fallen -Man, or to proves 
one jot of fin in him : nor yethis Truths 
for (notwithftanding the Decrees of Pre» 
terition and Permiſhon ) all the Promiſes 
in the great Charter of the Goſpel are 
Yea red rf nota tittle th fails or 
fallsro the ground, 

2. As the Decree of Preterition and 
Permiſhon is from God's Wilt, as cloath- 
ed with Sovereignty 3 fo the Decree of 
Damnarion is from God's Will, as cloath+ 
ed with Juſtice. In the former God as 
as ſupreme Lord, according to his tran» 
ſcendent Sovereignty; in the latter God 


ats as a Righteous Judge, according te 
his Vindiaite Teſtice Now wairy &- 


offer my thoughts in two Poſitions. 
I. The final Sin of R ates is not 
perly the very Cauſe of the Decree of 
amnation 3 it is the proper Cauſe 
of Damnation, but not of the it 
ſelf That paſlage in Scot»: is retwarkable 5 
Now 


$25 Up of bd Decrbe of Reprobation, | 


Nan oft aliqua, cauſe propter. quart Dent ef: 
feSiuk reprobat., in qugntun ofl aJio. in 
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then; Fa pure At, perfectly excluding 
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20 2% Thefinal Sig, of Reprobates; though 
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af Golls Deerte. of 'Reprobation, #25 
gels. In a words3That whiel cauſes men 
to be: eapable-tobjects for the Decree of 
Damnation" to” terminate” ah, is the final 
Sta which is-4n the unrighteous Witt 'of 
Mzr'; \and that:which cauſes. the Detree 
bf Damnation toterminate! oth themyis 
the Vintictive)Juſtice, which ig tho righ- 
wotis Will of Got, In Tophes the: Tor- 
ments are-asuaquenchabletire, i The final 
fin is as much wood ,' anid-2that--which 
Rindl& ir is Vindictive Jaſficebyeathing 
vutfrom the righteous Will ofcGod ;/.m 
all: hich rhere/is-dorhing at alt but exact 
Righteoufacl,,>!Gutt nay fay tg/Man, Thy 
prediirion is of thy Jelf, and (Marv muſt {: 
roGud,  Thou'art Tighten, 0 Lord-in 
rhywaye. 9{GU 51 
;Þ will thut: up alt with an-| Adfiver a 
an "Objettion, "You will _ lay, Gody 
Juſtice'is not cleated in this/point's for 
the»Decree of Preterition and Permitly- 
onis ' merely out bf '-Sovercignty, and ups 
ow'this Preteririorr and Permitlion dorh 
infallibly follow final Sin, arndupon finat 
8it doth infaltibly follow eternal Dams» 
nation :* Wherefore hereby God is made 


the great Authoriof the RESO Sm 


and Damnationg.! v th yin fit 
- To which I\ abfiver- in hire Propeth 
ions, 1. Tis 


#23 Of God: Decree of Refrobation. 
1, "Tis ttue that upon Preterition aud 
Permiſſion fioal fin doth infallibly follow; 
When God gave them up to their own 
luſts, they walked in their omn counſels ; 
Pſal. 18: 12. When he ſuffered all Nati» 
ons to walk in their own ways, they did 
ſo, 44s 14.16; If upon God's Permiſſion 
Man's Sin follow not, then (which is very 
ſtrange) God may permit that which yet 
will never be. But 
2. Upon Pteterition and Permiſſion fi- 
nal Stn doth infallibly follow 3 but not as 
an Effe& from a true Cauſe, but as a Can» 
ſequent upon its Antecedent. Hence God 
1sno more the Author of Sm, than the 
Sun is of the darknefs which follows upon 
its departure. Alſo the ObjeQtors may 
be asked, Doth not God foreknow that 
the Creature ſet in ſuch a ſtate and order 
of things will finally fin > Foreknowing 
this,doth not he willingly and atually ſer 
the Creature in that ſtate and order? 
From or upon this ſetting..the Creature 
in that ſtate and order, doth not its final 
Sin infallibly follow 2 I ſuppoſe they will 
deny nothing of all this; yetthey will by 
no means ſay that Gad is the Author of 
ſin, neither need they ſayſo; for in Sins 
following there is only ſequela m_ 
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Of Gods Decree of. Reprobation, 129 
and not.;ſequela canſalitatis, Moreover, 
God , - in Preterition and Permiſſion, 
doth not ſubtra&t from men any Creature» 
due, but ſuſpend ſuch ſpecial effectual 
Grace as is undue unto 'them. This is 
clear; for Preterition, and Permifhon re- 
ſpe& men as finners lying in the corrupt 
Maſs, and to finners God owes nothing 
but puniſhment. Yerbum [ Debet)] verienune 
habet, nec Des proprie competit, qui. non 
eſt debjtor- nobis niſi forte ex promiſſo, ſaith 
Peter Lombard, It God be bound to give 
ſpecial effefual Grace toall, ſhew me a 
Promiſe for it ; if he be not bound, - the 
ſuſpenfon of that Grace- can in go. wiſe 
_ him the Author of Sin. . Where- 
fore final Sin is indeed no fruit of 
God's Reprobating Will, but-the-pro- 
per iſſue of Man's perverſe Will. And 
this is one grand difference between Ele- 
tion and Reprobation z Ele&ian dpth ef- 
feftually work final Faith and Holineſs in 
the EletCbut Reprobation doth not ef- 
fect the leaſt drop of Sia or Malice-1n the 
Reprobate. . Faith and Holineſs come 
down from Heaven, out of the boſom of 
free Grace 3 but Sin and Malice grow at 
home in the Reprobate's own Heart, Deg 
non operante ſed permittente. : Les 

K 3. Hence 
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: 4; Henceit follows, That God' is the 
Authbr of the Reprobate's: Damnation 
only as 4 juſt Judge inflicting the ſame 
for final Sin : God's vindictive Juſtice is 
the inflicting Cauſe of Damnation 4 but 
Man's fmal- Sin is the (proper meritorious 
Caiiſe thereof. And thus God is perfe&- 
ly juſtified in the Decree of Reprobation, 
becmiſe that final Sin of Reprobates;which 
follows conſequently u zd's Preter- 
ition _ — doth oy ns. 
ly oth man's perverſe and corrupt Will 3 
a that everlaſtin Dadnationdf | Repro- 
bates; is fied by God as a Righ- 
teols' Fudge, is alfo merited by'a man as a 
final-Staner. | 
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Fai treated'of the Divine Will as 
4 &£ to Its Eternal Decrees,' T 'procede 
toſprak thereof as to its Externidl Works, 
wiych arc (as it were) the Royal Diſplay 
thereof, -And that there may tor be a 
Chaime -in-- my Diſcotirſe ,,* T ſhall firft 
towh upon Creation as the © firſt 'of 
Sax " God's 


of #h# Work of Creation. 731 
God's ways. There are beſides the Ex; 
FPntinm, three ſeveral Worlds or Ranks 
of Beings , vis. Spiritual ; Material-and 
Mixt 3 the firſt, is the Tntel tectual World; 
made up of thofe- inviſible::Glories, Spi- 
nts'by Nutirrs, Angels by: Office, Princi» 
paſittes and Powers,ſpirttual Stars 'of Light 
and Flames of Love; all: of then at huſt 
[nhabitants of 'that pure ſpiritual” Body 
the Heaven of Heavens ; 'but afterwards 
part of them'were- for rheir proud Apo» 
fie" calt into' Hell, The ſecond is'the 
World of 'viſible wonders ; the {tupendi+ 
. ons Heavens eyed 'with's glorious Sun] 
and ſpangled with Moon: and. glittering 
Stars, encircling all the reſt with chew 
ſpherical Stories, and -wheeling round as 
bout with an itidefatigable Motion, fpins 
ning 'ont time for all the World,/and with 
adthirable influences hatchingiand:hovers 
ing over all the living Creatures. -Under 
theſe is the vaſt Air, encompaſimg the 
Earth and Sea; coated with woolly:clouds, 
and thoſe ſortetimes laced with the cus 
tjous Rain-bow'; - every morning putting 
on the bright-ſhining Robesof Light, and 
at evening exchanging them for the black 
Mantle of the night : now all on a flame 
with" flaſhes of Rs, and anon.'all 
"84 2 it 


132 of the Work of Creation, 
in a Sea with the Bottles of Heaven : ſome- 
times rent ih pieces with thundring Tem- 
pefts, and then made up again into feres» 
nity, and clear as a molten wes brcing 


This is the Fan'of all Creatures breathi 
on the Earth, and it (elf is fanned wi 
various Winds : This is the Inn where the 
viſible Species, the Imagery of the Worlds 
Beauty and Glory, m_ the audible Spe+ 
cies, the multiplied progeny of Sounds 
and Voices, lodge together : This is the 
common Road,where the influences of the 
Heavens and the vapours of the Earth, the 
beams of the Sun and the ſweet perfumes 
of Herbs and Flowers meet and embrace 
each other in their paſſage. ; Within this 15 
the mafſie Earth the Centre of the World, 
hanging upori nothing, inwardly, bowel- 
ed with rich Minerals and precious Stanes, 
and outwardly-teeming with numberleſs 
births of Graſs and Corn, ſhaded, with 
Trees and Woods, and laughing with o- 
donferous. Herbs ard Flowers , bubling 
with lively Springs and Fountains of Wa- 
ter, and admirably- enterlaced with glt- 
8ing Streams and Rivers, inhabited with 
ſtrange varicty of Beaſts, and lorded with 
Man. And'the Girdleof this Earth is the 
wouderful :Sca ; ſwadlcd ' with Clouds, 
; {warming 
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Of the Work of Creation, 133 
ſwarming with Fiſhes, lodged and lock- 
ed up in the hollows of the Earth, and 
from thence ſecretly winding and ſtrain- 
ing its moiſture into the inward Veins 
thereof: now ſwelling with the pride of 
Winds and Waves, as if it meant to ſwal- 
low up Heaven and Earth ;z and then fink- 
ing down again intoits Den, as if it were 
afraid to be drunk up by the little Sands. 
The third is the Mixt World, the mariage 
or copula of the other two, made up of 
Men ; whoſe Immortal Souls claim kin- 
dred with the World of Angels, and 
whoſe Earthen Bodies are the Breviarics 
and Epitomes of the viſible World; vir 
tually ſumming up the Elements in their 
harmonious Mixture, the Plants in their 
Life, the Beaſts in their Senſes, and the 
Heavens, with the Sun, Moon and Stars in 
their Heads, Eyes and- beautiful Faces. 
Now touching all this Catalogue of Be- 
ings I ſhall briefly demonſtrate three 
things. 

7. That all theſe Beings had a be- 
ginning. 

2. Thattheir beginning was from Gad. 

3. Thatit was from God as a free A- 
gent, and according to the counſel of his 
own Will 

K 3 1. All 
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x. All theſe things had a SDegan—_g 
and this I prove three ways. 

t. Iargue ex abſurdo; if they had RN 
beginning of. being, then every one of 
them is a God by Nature, a+ Jeboveh in 
Self-beingneſs, and an Alpha in Primacy: 
If they had no beginming of duration}, 
then are they all inmates i God's Eter- 
nity, copartners in his Immutability, and 
(which is aftep higher )-poſteffors of his 
Infinity, and boundleſs Beings withouta-» 
ny limits of Being : For what imaginable 
limits - of Being can they have, which 
want a beginning, which js the firlt limit 
of Being ? 

2. The Motions of the Creatures evince 
this; the Elements have their enterchan+ 
ges, the Earth its ſeaſons,the Sea 1ts tides, 
the Air its winds, the Stars their courſes, 
the Moon her variations, the Sun runs 
its race between the Tropicks, the Hea- 
vens, the common carriers of all thereſt, 
turn about with an uncefſant Motionznay, 
the immaterial Angels and rational Souls 
arenever without ſome Motions.1n their 
Underſtanding and Will ; neither can 
they do any thing withoura change, be- 
cauſe their bent g and their doing are two 
things. Now what do all theſe Motions 

Nh ſpeak 
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ſpeak but a firſt Moyer, a beginning at 
—_ firſt point, and a meaſure of time e- 
ver lince ? Such moveable Beings cannot 
be meaſured with Eternity ; for: that is 
unmoveable and unvariable, but theſe are 
in motions and mutations ; that is inſtan- 
taneaus and fimultaneous, but theſe are 
under a flux of priority and poſteriority 
in their motions and mutations: where- 
fore it mult needs be that theſe had a be- 


ginning: 
3. It theſe had no beginning, then what 
ſhall we fay of the Years, Days and Mi- 
nutes paſt ? Are they finite or infinite 2 If 
finite, then numerable, and there was a 
beginning 3 if infinite, then how paſt 2 
Jnfoicy cannot be paſſed over ; . bur and 
if it could, then there are infinite -pum- 
bers of Minutes paſt, infiaite numbers of 
Days paſt, and infinite numbers of Years 
paſt, and (becauſe there cannot be infini- 
to infinitics ) by molt necellary conle- 
quence, there are as many Years paſt as 
Days, and as many Days palt as Minutes, 
which is utterly impoſſible 3 therefore 
theſe things mult needs have a beginning. 
2. The beginning of all theſe was from 
God. The Scripture ſpeaks evidently, 1s 
the beginning God created the heaven and 
K 4 the 
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the earth, Gen. 1.1. Of him and through | i 
him and to him are all things, Rom.11.36. 
He that built all things is God, Heb. 3. 4. 
When we look upon the ſtately Palace of 
the World, rooted with the glorious Hea» 
vens, floored with the fruitful Earth , 
chambered with the cloudy Air, water» 
ed with the {tupendious Sea, and furniſh» 
ed with all variety of Creatures ; we can- 
not dream of any other Archite& but God 
alone. And ( becauſe Job bids usſpeak to 
the earth, Job 12.8. and the Pſalmilt tells 
us that there is a language in the heavens, 
Pſal. 19. 1, 2, 3. -and the Apoſtle aſſerts 
that there is a witneſs of God in the rain, 
AT: 14. 17.) therefore ſuffer me to parly 
their Original out of their own mouths, 
Creatures, whence came you ? Ex wihilo, 
What, ex nihbilo How then came you 0- 
ver that valt infinite Gulf which lies be- 
tween Nothing and Being ? Infinite Power 
hlled it up to make our paſſage. But fince 

ou came over, wheredo you ſtand ? Ina 
ing betwixt two Nothings, Nothing ne- 
gative and Nothing privative. And who ſet 
you there at firſt? The firſt and chief Being, 
who is ipſu Eſſe, ſuum Eſſe, infinitum Eſ< 
ſe,infinitg elongatumi 2 non Eſſe, But whence 
had you all that truth and goodneſs which 

, 15 
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is in you ? Our truth is but 2 beam from his 
infinite Verity, and our goodneſs the Re- 
dundance and Super-effluence of his infi- 
nite Gobdneſs. And whence came all theſe 
numbers and hoſts of Beings ? Out of per- 
fect Unity 5 every one of us is numbfed 
by our finiteneſs and compoſition, and &+ 
very Number is from infinite ſimple Uni- 
ty. Monas eft principinm © radix omnie 
um there is but one God of whom are all 
things. But how came you into ſuch ranks? 
Why have not the Elements Life, the 
Plants Senle, the Beaſts Reaſon, and Men 
Angelical Perfe&tions > When infinite 
Power brought us out of nothing, inft- 
nite Wiſdom ſhut up every one of us 
within the bounds of his proper Being. 
Bur your Beings being of ſuch different 
ſorts, how came you to be ſo kind each 
to other? the Clouds drop down Rain 
on the Earth ; the Earth brings forth 
Graſs 3 that feeds the Beaſts; and thele 
ſerve for Man, the Breviary of all, and 
Steward of all, All theſe and innumerable 
more links of Amity were made by the 
God of Order. But if you be of God's 
own make, ſhew me your tokens. "Tis 
moſt apparent that all Beings muſt be 
from the chief Being, all Truth om 4 
| I 


232 Qf 4be Fark of Creation. 
Firſt Truth, ' all Goodaeb. from ſupren 
Goodneſs, all Numbers fram perfect Uni: 
ty, and all Ranks and Orders trom infinite 
Wiſdom; and this chief Being, firſt Fruth, 
ſupreme Goodneſs , perfedt Unity; and 
infiniteWifdom can be no other than Gad 
alone. But if this (atighe [not , you. may 
yet further ſee God's glorious _ 
1n the valt capacious Heavens, his inva- 
riable Immobility in the unmoveable 
Earth, his Faithfulne(s in the great Moun- 
tains, his unſearchable Judgments in the 
great Deep, his dreadtul Juſtice in the 
devouring Fire, his wonderful Omniſct- 
ence in the Sun the rouling Eye of the 
World, his tranſcendent Beauty in the 
Varnilh of the Light; the plain foot-(teps 
of the Eternal Power and Godhead in 
every Creature, and the glorious impreſs 
of his own Image and Likeneſs in Men 
andAngels, Thus the very Creatures them- 
ſelves tell us, that their beginning was 
from God. 

3. Their beginning was from God as 
a free Agent, and according to his own 
Decree ; for either Gqd did produce them 
naturally and neceilarily, or elſe freely 
and voluntarily: Not naturally and ne- 
cellari'y ; for then he ſhayld produce 
things 
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things ad extremun virivw,and b (belides 


| theſe Beings). praduce all the pofhible'Be- 


ings producible by his glorious Omnipa- 
tence, all the poſſible Orders and Can» 
gruities cohtrivable by his unſeatch- 
able Wiſdom, all the poſltble Goodneſs 
effluxive out of his infinite GoodneG,and 
all the poffible Numbers which his jnft- 
nite Lnity can bring forth into being,and 
produce them all as early as Eternity 
itſelf; and all of them ſo-produced muſt 
be neceſlary. Beings as well as God him+ 
(elf : ic-all which many great contradiftis 
ons are involved. Wherefore it remains 
that he did produce them voluntarily and 
according to his on Decree ; the Will of 
God was the firſt Mover in this great 
Work. 'Tis true that the World is (as 
Damaſcene ſtiles it) wmv 1) dzcetdriG- 
T# rs, a kind of Redundance of God's 
infinite Goodneſs 3 but not a drop of 
this Goodneſs runs out 44 extra but 
by his good pleaſure. 'Tis true that there 
is the various and admirable Wildam of 
God in this Work ; but that Wiſdom 
ſhews forth never an Order or Rank of 
Being, unleſs it be taken into the divine 
Decree, and fo become the counſel of bis 
Will , according to which he worketh «ll 
things. 
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things, 'Tistrae that the Eternal Power 
and Godhead are clearly ſeen in the Cre» 
ation 3 but theſe had never ſhewed them» 
ſelves at all, if the divine Will had not 
ſpoken the word. God made all — 
by the word of bis power ; that is, the di- 
vine Will eternally expreſſed to the di- 
vine Power, what Beings it ſhould pro- 
ducein time. 'Tis true that all the num- 
bers and hoſts of Beings m# ins wiltxe, 
they flow from him whois perfe& Unity z 
but not in the way of natural Neceſlity, 
but of his free Necree. ui dicit, Quare 
Dews fecit calum &- terram £ 
Reſpondendum eſt ei, quia v0- 
luit 5 qui autem dicit, Qnare 
voluit £ majus aliquid querit quam ſt Vo- 
luntes Dei : nihil autem majus inveniri po- 
ro When the Plalmiſt made that general 
ummons to the Angels, Heavens, Sun, 
Moon,Stars, Waters, Dragons, Deep, Fire, 
Hail, Snow, Vapours, Wind, Trees,Beaſts, 
Cattel, creeping Things, flying Fowl, e» 
ven all the hoſts of Nature to fing praiſes 
to their great Maker , he added this as 
the ſupreme Reaſon of all, he commanded 
Ambr.Hizem 23, 411d they: were created, Pſal. 
L. cap. 9. 148.5. Sermo Dei Voluntas 
eft, Opus Dei Natura ft, Unto whatſo- 
VR ever 


Auſt. Li. 1.ds Gen, 
contr, Man .caf,2+ 


Ge Ad. RR. SS 


er 


_ 
1 
t 
$ 


S—_— ye 


Of the Work of Creation. 14 
ever his Will ſpeaks a fiat, it comes for 
into being 3 but if that be ſilent, not the 
leaſt Atom can appear. The Egyptian 
Magicians cannot produce ſo nut hs 
ſhadow or counterfeit ſemblance of a 
Louſe, but as men mazed and nonplus'd 
they axe forced to cry aut, This is the fin- 
ger of God, Exod. 3. 19. And what theſe 
wicked Atheiſts mutter out touching this 
poor Creature upon the rack of Conv 
ion, that the Catholick Church confefles 
touching all the World in a triumphant 
Gratulatiou. The Twenty four Elders (in 
the name of all Saints) falling down and 
worſhipping before the Throne of the E- 
verliving God, cty gut, Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glaty, honour and power 3 
for thou haſt created all things, and for thy 
pleaſure they art and were created,” Rev. 4. 
I11,, Othoydivine Will! thon art wor- 
thy to beadored in the Angels above, 
and Men below; in rheLuminaries of Hea- 
ven and” fruitfulneſs of Earth 5 in the 
Meteors of the. Air and wonders of the 
Deep 3 in the life of the Plants and ſenſes 
of the Beaſts: at thy imperial Word all 
theſe came, pouring out of the barren 
Womb of Nothing 3 the births of their 
Exiſtence were all dated by — 

| -- --the 
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the dowries of their goodnefs' were alf 


given, by thy Love 3 the proprieties bf 
op; 


b 

£ ir. Being were all ſtampe them by 
thy Ideal Truth 3 and the various Rariks 
and- Orders of their ſtanding were all ſet 
out by thy glorious Wiſdom. .,O glort- 
ous; Creator ! . who "wy made, all theſe 
things, :go on, one ſtep further, z create 
Ip, us an nies Heart, which :by the 
ſeale of Creatures, -as by Jacob's Ladder, 
may aſcend higherand higher iri the Adg- 
rations of thee z, when we are at the lowelt 

potall [mean mere Being, Jet's retmeth- 
ber thee the chief and firſt © Beings; when 
at the ſecond. ftep,, which, is Being with 
Life, let's praiſe phee the only Fauttitain of 
Life 3 when. at the third, which is Being 
and Life crowned with Senſe, Jet's trem- 
ble at thee the All-ſecing and All-hearing 
Deity. 3 when at the fourth , which i 
Being, Life and Senſe irradiated with 
beams of Reaſon, and impowered with 
WEy of WIL let's adore, thy infinite 

Viddom which contrived, and thy all: 
mighty Will which created all theſe 
things, and us to ſee.thy Glory in them; 
when at the higheſt ſtep of all, Angelical 
perlettions, let's be loſt in holy mazes and 
trances at thy infinitely purer gloty, itt 
compa- 
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Of the Works of Conſervation, &c. we 
conipariſon whereof , the very Angels 
themſelves are but as ſpotted lamps and 
duskifh. beauties... Jn a word ; 'from- the 
ſublimeſt Seraphim to the pooreſt Wortn, 
let's admire thee, :humbly confeſſing that 
none can ſhew forth all thy praiſe, 
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CHAP. VIL 
Of "the Warks of Conſetwation and 
| ' Gubernation.. | 45 


Paving briefly touched ypon Creatt- 
J 0n, [ procede to its. appendants,, 
Conſervation and Guberriation, The Al 
miphty and ,All-Wiſe Creator 1s not as 
man, who builds” a Houſe or Ship and 
teves it, butrlike a faithfal Creator, he 
Tepair's the Holuſe" of the World by his 
Conſervation, and ſteers the Ship of-it by 
bis Citbernatfon,” and thit":according t6 
the Counſel of 'his own Will; alter mun- 
Aus 4 per idum oculi ſtare poterit, as the 
Father expreſles it, | 

"Ard firſt,” as totiching Conſervation, I 
ſhall demonſtratefour things. 
a & 8 no Creatute can preſerye it 

2. That no Fellow-creature can pres 
ſerve another, 3. That 
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2, That the Preſervation of all is from 
God. | 
| 4+ That it is from God according to his 
Decree. | 
I. That oo Creature can preſerve it 
{clf ; and this is clear 

1. From the Creatures Stations even 
the higheſt Seraphin ſtands juxte non oe, 
at the brink of Nullity, his Being is be- 
tween two Nothings, Nothing negative 
and Nothing privative : and as his pallage 
from Nothing into Being could not be 
without an infinite Power creatings fo 
his natufal fall from Being into Nothing 
would certainly be without an infinite 
Powet cotiferving, Creatura habet redire ad 
non eſſe 4 ſe 3 if God ſhould but ſay to the 
'higheſt Angel, Toe quod twum eft & abi, 
he muſt inimediately away into Nullity. 
All | Creatures by their natural vanity 
preſs downwards towards nothing , as 
their own Centre, ind none but the Al- 
mighty ſhoulders can bear them up in 
Being. | gr" 

2. From God's Royal Prerogative , 
which the Scripture molt empharicall 
decyphers out, as it were in Figures © 
Glory : He ozly bath inimortality, 1 Ti 
6. 16, asif there were none atall in An- 
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Conſervation a#d Gubernation. tay 
gels and Rational Spirits: Nay, there is 
Nome beſides him, 1 Sam. 2.2. as if there 
were no Being at all in the Creature, And 
the reaſon of theſe exprefitons is this z 
God hath Being and Immortality origiaal- 
ly from himſelt, but the Creature hath 
them but derivatively and in a depen- 
dence upon him 3 wherefore in compari- 
ſon of his Being Creatures are but nulli- 
ties, and in compariſon of his Immorta- 
lity Angels are but ſmoak. But now if 
a Creature could preſerve it (elf in Being, 
and ſo immortalize it ſelf, it would be- 
eome a Self-ſubliſtence, and conſequently 
a God unto it ſelf, 

2. That no Creature can preſetve an- 
other, (1 mean as a principal Agent) and 
this is evident; for 

1. If one Creature might ſo preſerve 
another, it ſhould be a God to it, yet fo 
weak as not to preſerve it ſelf : Bur if it 
could preſerve another , it niuſt be by 
ſome transfuſion of virtue into it,and that 
but finite, (for more a Creature cannot 
give; ) and then it God transfuſe as much 
virtue into the Creature conſerved as the 
Creature ,conſervant did , the Creature 
conleryed. might ſubſiſt of it ſelf, and be a 
God to it fas @ 

L 2. The 
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- 2, The nature of Conſervation evinces 
this: What is it but an Influx of Being ? 
Now ſuppoſe all the Angels in Heaven 
would try to guard the pooreſt Wormin 
the Earth, and that but for one moment 
only, what could they do towards an In- 
flux of Being? being only ſtreams from 
God, as light from the Sun ; If the Sun be 
gone, who can keep light in the Air ? If 

ehovah withdraw, who can keep Being 
in the Creature? All the Creatures are 
(as I may ſoſay) ſenſible of this depen- 
dance, and look up to God for their pre- 
. ſervation, P/al. 104.27. which leads me 
to the next thing, 

3. That the preſervation of all is from 
God; as of him, (o through him are all 
thing, Rom. 11. 36. and this appears 

1. By a fiirvey of all the Creatures 
Angels are \hder God the ſtrongeſt of 
Spirits, but cannot ſubliſt one moment 
without him[; he is 6 Toy Ts; dhaazs, 
Heb. 1. 7. he is making the Angels even 
to this day by a daily Conſervation 3 their 
Immortality is a continual Spiration from 
the Father of Spirits. The Heavens are 
the ſtrongeſt of Bodies, yet cannot ſtand 
dlones God is 27 building bis ſtories in 
the Heavens, Amos 9g. 6, he is till abuild- 
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ing of them, or elſe all thoſe glorious 
Arches would totter down ; If he be but 
angry, the Pillats of Heaven tremble and 
are agaſt, Job 26. 11. If he withdraw his 
hand,all the heavenly Volumes paſs away 
as a Scroll, and out go the fair Letters 
of Sun, Moon and Stars in the twinkling 
of an Eye. The Earth is the Centre of the 
World, and as to Senſe it hangs upon nio- 
thing, as if it were only poiſed by its own 
gravity z but this created Centre is bore 
up by the infinite Centre of all Being, 
and as to Faith and Reaſon harigs upon 
him 3 The pillars of it are the Lord's, Sim. 
2, 8. he by his ſtrength ſerteth faif the 
mountains; Pſal. 65, 6. or elſe they would 
be wavering towards nullity, The Sea 
is a vaſt ſpreading Element, but (leſt it 


' ſhould be contracted into nothing) it is 


held in the hollow of his hand, Iſai; 40.12. 
and that imports no leſs than a preſervas 
tive comprehenſion. All the numberleſs 
Birds in the Air, Beaſts in the Earth, and 
Fiſhes in the Sea wait on him for their 
preſervation 5 the ſending forth of his 
Spirit 15 their Being , the opening of 
tis hand their Provitica, and the ſhadow 
of his wings their ProteCtion ; not aSpar- 
row forgotten. before him 3 not a poof 

L 2 « Fly 
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Fly without an infinite Preſerver. Man 
(who is the Epitome of all the reſt) can- 
not but own him; O how ſoon would 
the earthen Pitcher break, if he did riot 
keep it! how ſoon would the Lamp of 
the Soul go out, if he did not light it e- 
ven every moment ! Hence God is (tiled 
the preſerver of men, Job 7.20. a molt uni- 
verſal preſerver, even from the utmoſt hairs 
which are numbred by him, Matth. 10.30. 
unto the inmoſit ſpirit which is preſerved by 
his viſitation, Job 10. 12. Thus running 
through the whole Catalogue of Crea- 
tures we mult conclude with St. Auſtin, 
Dens eſt per ommia diffuſus, nox ut quali- 
tas mundi, ſed ut ſubſtantia cratrix 5 ſine 
labore regens, & ſine onere continens omnia. 
2, By the very nature of Preſervation, 
what is it but continuata Creatio? God is 
ſtill a making the Angels, and building 
the Heavens, my Father worketh hitherto, 
faith Chriſt, Joh. 5. 17. He doth per inti- 
mam operationem continud facere, Creatura 
(faith a famous School-man) quamdin Fa 
creatura Deo, quia pro quolibet inſtanti ha- 
bet eſſe a Deo. Preſervation is but the 
ecking out of Creation, and there- 
fore can be from no other but God alone, 
Omnia in illo ſubſiitunt 3 quo creata ſunt, 
But tw pals on 3 4. The 
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4- The preſervation of all is from God, 
according to his Decree 3 and this is evin- 
ced by theſe Reaſons. 

Either God preſerves Creatures na» 
turally or freely : not naturally, for then 
he ſhould preſerve them perpetually, and 
ſo every Fly muſt run parallel in Eterit- 
ty with an Angel ; nor naturally,forthen 
he ſhould' preferve them uniformly, and 
ſo every mortal body would ſubliſt with- 
out food as well as the immaterial Spirits 5 
therefore he preſerves them freely. There 
be various ways of Preſervation 4 vis. 
Preſervation of Creatures as to their 
Being , and as to their adjundts of -or- 
der , beauty, goodneſs. and truth»; 
Preſervation of them as. to their 1tn- 
dividuals and as to their kinds 5 Pre- * 
ſervation of individuals 'by - means! and 
without means; preſervation oftheny i: 
perpetwnm and for certain periods of time. 
Now all this variety of Prefervatians doth 
evidently diſplay the glorious liberty of 
the divine Will in the difpenfing thereof. 
Angels are preſerved tin their individual 
Beings, and that iz perpetxnm, and that 
without means ; but the- No- 
aus perpetuitatis is the divine 
plealurez or elſe their Immortality would 
$149 L 3 ditfolye 
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ifolve ina moment. Men, Beaſts. and 
egetables are preſerved (in their Indivi- 

duals, but 'ris by means, and but for a 

time, and left the kind ſhould periſh with 

the individuals z Generation is a ſupple- 
ment'to their Mortality, and the ruler 
4n all this is the Will of God. Asfor Pre» 
ſervation by. means, it is God who bring- 
eth fuod out of theearth, Pſal.104. 14. and 

-when "tis in our: hand, we cannot eat 

thereof unleſs God give w an: heart, Fecl 6. 

2. ahd when' we do eat thereof, 'twill not 

.-bethe ſtaff of life tous without the wort! 

of his bleſſung;” Math. 4. 4. without rhis 

-we may eat and not be fatisfied." driah 

and mot be filled, Hee. 1.6, 9. Every Crea- 

ture.ſaith, The bleſhng Bnot'm me, biit 

* 4»the Will of God. As:for'the Periods 

of: Preſervation, they areall fixed /in the 

divine Decree 37 there the days: of/ men 
are determined; their months numbred, 
and their unpaſſable bounds appointed, 

Job\14..5. "Heiekiah had i fifreen' years 

added! to his days ; but there'was no addi- 

tion to the :divine Decree; | Bloody and 
deceitful men ſhall not live out half their 
days, P/al. 55.123. yet they hve out all 
the days ſet down in the-divine Decree. 
Tt a' Sparrow fall not withont God's = 
Matth. 
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Matth. 10, 29. much.lcſs can a man do 
ſo; if our very hairs are all aumbred , 
Matth.10.30. much more arg our days. As 
for the preſervation of, kinds, all propaga- 
tions are from that primitive Benedifion, 
Creſcite © multiplicamini , which dropt 
from the divine Will. Vegetables multiply, 
but 'tis God who gives to every feed his 
own body, 1 Cor. 15. 38, Men and Beaſts 
generate their like, but 'tis God who ſows 
« land with the ſeed of man and the ſeed 

beaſt , Jer. 31. 27. The man written 
down childleſs in God's Book muſt be 
without the bleſhng of poſterity 5 the 
Member unwritten or left out in. that 
Book, muſt never be extant in Nature. 
When Monſters are brought forth, there 
is an abertation in the particular Nature, 
but none in the Will of God : when Ba- 
{tards are generated (which cannot be 
without, a moral Manſtrofity) the {in is 
Man's, but the Creatureis God's. In brief; 
If we run through all varieties of Pre- 
ſervation, either as tothe Being of Crea« 
tures, or asto the Adjunds of order, beau- 
ty, goodneGand truth, we muſt refolve 
all into; the Will of God. (Alas! what 
is the 'mutable Being of Creatures, unleſs 


faxed by the. Will of the Neceſe eſſe 2 What 
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are 
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arealltheOrdersand Harmanies of things, 
unleſs kept in tune by the counſel of his 
Will? By him all things veg, Col.1.17. 
not only ſubfiſt in their Beings, but con- 
fiſt in their Orders. His Will is the Yir- 
tus waitiva, which glues and tacks the 
whole Syſtem of Heaven and Earth toge- 
ther, or elſe all would unframe and fall 
alunder in a moment. What an empty 
nothing is Creature-beauty, unleſs (hined 
upon by his gracious pleaſure? *Tis he 
edt was; That renewerh the face of the 
garenia'pyte, earth, Pſak. 104. 30s or eMe 
Wa op-13:3- the Spring would loſe if 
freſh complexion 3 nay, and the faceo 
Heaven too, or elſe all the Starry Beauty- 
ſpots would drop off. What'is all the 
Goodaeſs in the Creature, unlefs- fuppli- 
ed from the great Original 2 'Tis but as 
water ina broken Ciſtern, ſoon running 
' out, and never to. be gathered up again. 
What 1s all the Truth in the Cremarh 
but an Impreſs made from his1deal Truth? 
The Impreſs theCreature can no more pre- 
ſerve in it ſelf, than. it could at firft ſtamp 
it there. Wherefore the Will 'of God is 
that vas conſervativum, which preſerves 
and conteins all things withintheir Beings 
and modes of Being , or elſe | they 
1+ would 
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would immediately run into millity, 
' 2, Preſervation is but comtimnata Cree» 
tio ; - if Creation had been natural , fo 
malt Conſervation have: beer too ; but 
ſeeivg Creation 1s voluntary, ſuch alſo is 
Coadhremion : ltience the Twenty four 
Elders attribute both to God's pleaſure 5 
for thy pleaſure - they are and were created, 
Rev. 4.11. they were by his Creation,and 
are by his Conſervation, and- both were 
and are for his: pleaſure. F 
.g:1- Whatfoever God preſerves, he pres 
ſerves rationally and for fome end; as he 
made all for himſelf, fo he preſerves all 
for himſelf, The Heavens and the Earth 
are' by God's word kept in -=_ 2 Pet. 3. F 
his; Word, that is, his Will is the great 
Storier , which treaſures up- the World 
with allits furniture for its own ends; 
God preſerves all rationally, and by juſt 
conſequence freely alſo. Thus far of God's 
Conſervation but to procede; | 
2, God's Gubernation is alfo to be con- 
fidered by us.” - Now heret ſhall touch on 
ewo things. 
' I. That God rules and governs all Crea- 
tures and Events, | 
a. That God doth it according to his 
Decree, 


1. God 


.1, 'God.rules and governs all-Creatures 
and\Eventss He 54 King of Kings, I Tiny. 6. 
15. his kingdow ruleth ever all, \Pſal. 103. 
19. Wxuogie, Wild, h443. he ſteers the 
$hip,of the World and all the paſſengers 
in it 3 Bod, Wiſd. 12, 18: he orders. the 
great Houſe of the World and all the Fa 
milies of Creatures therein. All the hoſts 
of. the Univerſe are ruled; by him :. the 
ſpiritual World is ruled by. him, the holy 
Angels are (till a doing ob his WHll 3 fome- 
times they are guardiog the godly, ſome- 
times deſtroying the wicked 5 ſometimes 
tranſporting fouls to heaven, ſometimes 
ſtriving with Devils 3 but they are always 
beholding God's face, Matth. 18.10\wait- 
ing for his imperial Command as their per- 
pztual rule... Theſe have a great ſhare in 
turning: about the Wheels of the Worlds 
when theſe ſtand ſtil,the Wheels ftand al- 
ſogwhen thele go, the Wheels go too 3 but 
theſe go nat 'one ſtep of their own: heads, 
but whither the Spirit of God goes, they go, 
Ezck..1, 12-a09d when they go, they 
ſtraight on to the period of their wor 
and then they return, Ver.'14. that is, to 
the face of God for a new Commilban, 
and till that, come, tliey. let down their 
wings, Ver.24. liſtening to his voice, - 
| adoring 
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adoring at his footſtool 3; all that they do 
1ubordinatedto his pleaſure. Nay,not 
only the good Angels, bur the Devils (will 
they.nilt they) areſubje&t unto him, They * 
loſt their obediential Wings 1a their fall, 
and fince'that \, he never truſts them to 
go without 'their Chains. '' Hence, with- 
out his divine ſufferance, theſe, thaugh 
Princes of 'the Air,” cannot raiſe aftorm, 
though Gods of the World, cannot entet 
1nto a Swine, though Rulers of darkneſs, 
cannot inject-a;temptation z indeed they 
would undermine the'. Fathers Electt- 
on, cheat Chriſt of his purchaſed Poſte 
fon, and murther all the new Creatures 
made'by the holy Spiritz.but' they cans 
not per off their Chains, and when their 
Chains area little looſened, yet their a&t- 
gs fall under Providence. An evil Spi- 
Tit troubled $2xl, but 'twas from the Lord 
&s 4 rightedus Judge, 1 8a; £6; 14. Satan 
attlicted Job; but 'ewaswith a Commilſtion 
19'try / his 'Graces 3 the Devil tempted 
Chritt, but /'twas that be might ſucconr the 
cempted,Hebc2 x8, Which way ſoever Satan 
turns himſelf, {til he 1s-under God, as the 
fupremeModerator.Bur the ſpiritual world 
B got all.the Material World is alſo under 


;his dominions'3 the T;vxes > ye ems, the 
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Wheel of Niature'is all turned about by 
his counſel 3 the Heavens with all their 
Luminaries, raptd Wheelings, ſpinni 
of Time, and hovering dalgeie infle- 
ences are under his Ordinance, his im- 
menſe hand ſpars them, Iſai. 48. 19. at 
once twirling them about with an indefa- 
tigable Motion, and ſqueezing out their 
__”_ influences '' into | the - lower 
orld 3; 'tis he arolema, Afatth. 5. 45. 
raiſes up the Sun torule the day, and the 
Moon and Stars to rule the night 3 the 
Air with all its Meteors is at his command, 
he awaketh the wapours to aſcend from the 
ends of the earth, Tſal. 135.7. and forms 
them intq Clouds 1n an admirable and ex- 
aQt proportion, the airy and” watery parts 
ballancing each other, Job 237.16. Theſe 
are the Bottles of Heaven $ when he breaks 
a'Bottle,down comesa refreſhing ſhowre z 
when heturns and toſles a Bottle, 'tis by 
his connſel, Job 37. 12. The Winds are 
all i= God's hand, Prov. 30. 4. and when 
he lets out any of them, 'tis by weight \, 
Job 28.25. juſt-fa much and no more, and 
tis to fulfil his will, P/al.149.8. and when 
one command 1s done, it returns by its 
.Cirewitr to execute another ,:! Feel. 1, 6. 
Thunder is God's majeſtick Voice, and 
: Lightning 
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htning his glittering Arrow; both are at 

re ſvargghas r= to lie, Here we are, Job 
38. 35. The treaſures of Snow and Hail 
e purſes up in the Clouds, and thoſe pay 
them out again according to his plea- 
ſure. The +112 Sea is but a Fittle 
Babe in his almighty Arms, Clouds and 
darkneſs are its ſwadling. band, Job 38. g. 
and the hollow of the Earth its Cradle, 
there he rocks and rules it as he pleaſeth 
if it cry and roar, he ſtills and rebukes 
it, ill he lull it faſt afleep in a calm. The 
vaſt Earth is but imſtar panGi before him, 
at his command are all the living Crca- 
tures 3 the greedy Ravens were Caterers 
for Elijah, untrained Kine faithful] carriers 
of the Ark, the dumb Als a reprover tq 
the Prophet, clamorous Dogs moved not 
their tongues at departing Iſrael, Labar's 
Cattle change colour to pay Jacob's wages, 
Peter's Fiſh brought Tribute-money 1n his 
mouths and when proud * Pharaoh aid , 
Who is the Lord ? ananſwer was ſent him 
by wonderful hoſts of Frogs and Flies , 
Lice and Locuſts proclaiming. the fove- 
reignty of their great Maker and Maſter, 
In ſumm; Man is the Epitome of all the 
reſt, and in governing him God governs 
all z Manhath an inward Priacipality of 
Reafon 
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Reaſon and Will, yet ſtill he is| under the 
Almighty and All-wiſe Moderator, who 
rules and diſpoſes the hearts of men as 
he pleaſeth. "Twas but his touch on their 
hearts, and Saul had a band, r Sam.10. 26, 
"Twas but his turning the key in Lydia's 
heart, and the Goſpel had entrance, As 
16.14. Titzs went to the Corinthians 
ewcIxigelG-, 2 Cor. 8.17.4 word importing 
high liberty, yet God put it into his heart, 
Ver. 16. The King's heart (and who can 
be freer than he? ) is in the hand of the 
Lord, as the rivers of waters he turneth it 
whither he will, Prov. 21. 1. he turn» 
eth it whither he will, there is the ſove- 
reignty of Providence; yet he turneth 1t 
as the Rivers of waters, there is the ſaly- 
ing of Humane Liberty. For as when the 
Husbandman leads the Waters this and 
that way by Channels and Trenches,they 
loſe nothing of their natural fluency z fo 
when God turns the hearts of men to ſuch 
and ſuch Objects, they part with nothing 
of their natural liberty. God is infinite- 
ly greater than our hearts, wiſer than our 
realon, and freer than our liberty ; there- 
fore he is able and worthy to rule over us 
in our freeſt aGtions, Laſtly, as his gu» 
bernative Providence is over all Crea- 
tures, 
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rres, (ſo'tis over all Events, the greate(t 
Events are not - above it, When King» 
doms are tofled and bandied up and down 
like a Tennis-ball, 7/az. 22.18. not one E< 
vent can fly out of the bounds of Provi- 
dence ; the ſmalleſt are not below it, not" 
4 Sparrow falls ro the ground without it, 
not a hair but 'tis numbred by it z he 4s 
maximys in mininss ; the molt natural Ef- 
fets are but caſual, till his ftee concourſe 
makes them certain. "The Iron with all its 
gravity is notſure tofink, 2 Kings 6.6. the 
Fire with all its fury is not ſure to burn, 
Dan. 4.275. The moſt caſual effects are 
not caſual to himz when the Lot is caſt 
mto the lap, the whole diſpoſing thereof is 
of the Lord, Prov. 16. 33. When a Bow 
was drawn at a venture, 1 Kings 22. 34. 
Providence ſent it as a certain meſlenger 
of death tothe King of Iſrael. Thus far 
I have been ſurveying the hoſts of Crea- 
tures and Events; I now procede to de- 
monſtrate that God is the great and uni- 
verſal Governour over them all : For 

r. He hath an abfolute Authority over 
alt; his juſt Title is King of kings and 
Lord of lords;all the Sphere of Nature and 
World of Creatures was of his making; 
he that ruled over Nullity it (elf in. their 
Creati- 
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Creation, -is worthy torule over all Cred- 
tures 'by his Providence : but ( becauſe 
Authority is liveleſs without preſence.) 
therefore- | 2 

2. His preſence is every where ; Crea- 
tures lie in the ſhell of Time and Place, 
Angels have their definitive V6: ; the Bos 
dy of Chriſt, which ſubſilts in an infinite 
Perſon, is circumſcribed by a faite place 3 
but God is every where preſent, he is 
higher than Heaven, deeper than Hell, 
longer than Time, and greater than Placez 
and who like him to be univerſal Gover- 
nour? If hEwere only on the Throne of 


Heaven, how ſhould the Footſtoot of the - |. 


Earth be ordered ? If his hand only ſpan- 
ned the celeſtial Spheres, what ihould the 
Sea do? But he is every where 3 where- 
ever any Creature is, there is 7 4 A lup- 
porting and governing it, But (becaule 
power 1s the Crown of preſence) there- 
fore | 
3. He is Almighty, the only potentate, 
I Tim. 6.15. power belongs to him, nay, 
uTegCa Moy ut yitos, Ephal. 19. 4 pleonaſm of 
power, ſuch as cau do eq mnllle vg Ou Te 
ere3s, Epb. 3. 20. ſuperexceſſrvely above all 
thoughts of men. No wonder then if the 
Oamnipotent reign; who {hould reign m d 
o 
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he can cell things that are not, Ro, 4.17: 
even a World of Creatures out of the bar+ 
ren Womb of Nullity, and a Church of 
New-creatures out of the dead Womb of 
Nature. He is a God doing wondert,Fxod. 
15, 11. Wonders to us, butnoneto hime 
ſelf; for all things are cafte to Omnipd6- 
tence 3 his Government can hav eno ble- 
miſhes, becauſe his Power can have no 
obſtacles. But(becanſe Powers hands can- 
not be without Wifdoms eyes) therefore 
4. Heis Infinite in Wiſdom to manage 
all. He is a God of knowledge, 1 Sam. 2, 
3. ſeeing the thoughts afar off, even from 
-.þ the high Arch of Eternity. He hath Trea- 
L- ſarcs of Wiſdom, ſuch as cannot be told o- 
| ver: Sapientie jus non eft numerns, Pal. 
147. 6. and who ſhould rule but the only 
wiſe 2 If wecaſt our eyes on the millions 
of Creatures, Angels above and Men be- 
low, Stars in Heaven, and living Crea- 
tures in Earth and Sea ; and all theſe 
pouring forth millions of Ads, and falling 
under millions of Events, & that from the 
morning to the evening of the World 5 
ſurely nothing lefs than an infinite Under- 
ſtanding can comprehend all theſe, and 
reach a fine uſque ad finem, Wiſd. 8. t. 
If we ponder the beautiful Timings, har 
monious Orders and ſweet Compaginati- 
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ons of things,. The heavens hear the earth, 
the earth hears the corn and the wine and 
the oil, and theſe hear man, Hoſ, 2, 21. 
Surely. 1tmuſt be an all-wiſe Artiſt who 
made theſe golden Chains, and ſtands at 
the uppermoſt link. ordering all. 7 wil 
hear the heavens, ſaith he, or elſe all the 
Creatures would turn a deaf ear to one 
anather, - He guides every Wheel,in Na- 
ture, and when there 1s. 4 wheel within a 
wheel, never ſo much intricacy and cro({- 
nels of motian, yet the. wheels are full of 
exes, Exzek, 1.18. directing them to: their 
Jqurneys end, and thoſe \ a are always 
open to perpetuate _ that direction, St. 
Anſtin derides the Gods in the Roman 
Capitol, Dii dormichbant, Anſeres vigila- 
bant; but divine Providence 1s «xciparTos 
eptexAugcs, an Eye that never [lumbers nor 
ſleeps; his _ Wiſdom ,claims an uni- 
verſal. Goverament over all : But that 
which makes up his Imperial Crown is, 

5. His perfe&t - Unity. His ſovereign 
Authority , glorious Omnipreſence,, al- 
mighty Power and infinite Wiſdom are his 
Crown-jewels ; but that which completes 
and makes up all theſe into a Crown is 
his Unity ; he is Una, nay Unicus, nay 
Uniſſemnus , his Singularity cannot bear 
a Compeer; nor his Simplicity a Com- 
pound 5 


Conſeruttiqch ind Enborwation. 163 
pound 3; if there were: either of thele, 
what would become of the Government 
of the World ? Suppoſe a Compeer z then 
oneOmniprelent might reſiſt the other,one 
Almighty counterwork the other, and 
one All-wiſe counterplat the other.- Sup- 
poſe a Compound 3 then his Power mi be 
$0 one way, his Wiſdom another, and- his 
reſence might withdraw from both. But 
now he being one God, one in Singularis 
ty, ſothat there is none elle, and one in 
Simplicity, ſo that his Preſence, Power 
and Wiſdom are but one Ellence in him, 
he and only he is worthy to govern all: 
Omnis multitudo revocanda eſt ad unitatem, 
and perfe&t Uaity is no where to be found 
butin him alone. Thus much for the firſt; 
point 3 but to go on; 
2,God rules all according to his Decree, 
he works all things according to the counſel of 
bis own will, Eph. 1. 11. he doth whatſoever 
he pleaſeth in Heaven and in earth,Pſal,135. 
6. That which eſcapes the pleaſure of his 
Will,mult firſt fly out of the Sphere of Na- 
ture.Now this I evince by theſe Reaſons. 
1. All thoſe ee FEE of his Impert- 
al Crown, cemented in his perfect Unity, 
do ſhew forth their luſtre according to 
his Will 3 becauſe his Will put forth a, 
World out of nothing, cherifire doth his 
M 2 fove- 


_ FENBa «4 ive Laws to it, and 
is gloriow Omnipreſence fill and cheriſh 
it, his infinite Wiſdom miniſters to the 
taking of his gubernative Decree, and 
his Almighty Power miniſters to the exe- 
cutin of it There are infinite Orders 
and ities lying in Wiſdom's breaſt, 
but his \ ill chuſes out of them all what 
it pleaſeth , and ſo makes up its decree 
there are infinite poſlibles within Powers 
Arms, but his Power only _exerts it (elf 
according to his Decree < Wherefore it 
is plain © that t God governs all according 
to hls Decree. 
he various ways of, Government 
ſet forth the freedom of the Governourz 
all things are not ruled in the ſame way : 
Matter is ruled by Forms, Bodies by Spi- 
rits, inferiour Bodies by celeſtial, the vi- 
Gble World by inviſible Angels, Angels 
and Spirits immediately by God  KimnſS1E 
Neither do the ſame things always ES 
the ſame track 3 in Joſh's time the glo- 
rious Sun did ncks a ſtand; in Daniel's 
time the Fire did not burn; in Eliſha's 
time the Iron ſwam, as if it had forgot its 
Centre 4 in oſes's time the —_ Sea 
ſtood upas a Rock, and the fliaty Rock 
flowed as a Sea ; In Chriſt s time oh! what 
exceſſes of Nature ! what atings by Pre- 


rogative 4 
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rogative! what Epiphanies of Divineglo- 
ry! How many wonderful ways did the 
divine Will triumph over the Order of 
Nature, evidently demonſtrating that 
the ſupreme Order of all was in it ſelf a- 
lone? If the God of Nature did govern 
naturally, all the Wheels would move 
one way,and in one road ; wherefore the 
variety of Motions doth diſplay the lt- 
berty of the firſt Mover or Governour. 

3. The Government of all things 1s no 
other than the efficacious DireGion of 
them by congruous Means to their ſu- 
preme End, and that is done by the di- 
vine Will alone ; the End of all is the 
manifeſtation of his Glory, and this his 


Will freely embraceth. I fay, freely ; for 


the All-ſufficient God was under no ne- 
ceflity to manifeſt himſelf, the congruous 
Means are all of his own choice, and that 
out of the infinite Maſs of Wiſdom in 
himſelf; and the efficacious Dire&jon of 
all by thoſe Means to that End is accord- 
ing to his Decree. God had deſigned 
preferment to Joſeph,but firſt he lay bleeds» 
ing under the murderous intentions of his 
Brethren, then he was fold as a ſlave to 
the Iſhmaelites,afterwards he was wretch- 
edly accuſed by his Miſtreſs, raſhly im- 
priſoned by his Maſter, and ungratefully 
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forgotten by the chicfButlerzand yet after 
all theſe windings aad turnings of Pro» 
yidence, this 1s the worſnipſnt Sheaf, the 
Ruler over Eeopt, and the wiſe preſerver af 

acob and all his poſterity in the famine. 

here are ' millions of Creatures which 
know not what an End means{but a di- 
vine Intelligence condudts them thither ; 
millions of Events caſual, as to us,but the 
divine Will hath fixed them ; millions 
of Acts free, as to us, but the divine Li- 
Petty is above them; millionsof Confu- 
Hons dark, as to us, but the divine De- 
cree orders them. In all God is Alpha 
and Omega, the fixſt Mover and the laſt 
End, the wiſe Contriver and ſure Mode- 
019569 may thing for ” own Glory, 
according to the Counſel of his own Will. 
© thou = ine Will! the tender Nurſe 
and ſweet Diſpoſer of all, thou beareſt up 
the Pillars, and turneſt about the Wheels 
of the Univerſe 3 the Guide: of every 
Creature to its journeys end is thy wile 
Necinayon, and the ſafe condutt of it 
thither js thy. gracious Preſeryation.. The 
(wifteſt Angel cannot fly out of thy Do+ 
minions, and the pooreſt Worm hath a 
ſafe abode within them. Thou haſt an 
Eye in every Wheel, an Order in every 
*raxy, and a Line in cvery Confuſion: 

| without 
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without thee all Beings would moulder 
into Nothing;congruousMeans prove vain 
abortions, and Natures Harmonies.jangle 
into ſad confulions. Without thee the 
Breath of the living is but a puff of Vani» 
ty, the Reaſon of the intelligent bur a 
ſnuff in the ſocket, and the Liberty of 
the free but a dead broken Idol. Should- 
eſt thou but for one moment withdraw 
thy hand,oh ! what a tumbling caſt would 
there be among the Angels 2 what acrack 
in the heavenly Orbs? what a Chaosin' 
the Elements > what a ſtrange Doomtf- 
day by the blending of Sun and Sea, Hea- 
venand Earth together ? Thou, O divine 
Will art all in all ; thy Wiſdom is a 
wakeful Eye, thy Power a ſupporting 
Centre, thy Preſence a lively Cheriſher, 
thy Authority a ſupreme Law-grver, and 
thy Pleaſure an univerſal Orderer to all 
the World. (Oh that there were ſuch an 
heart in us as to eye thy Wiſdom im every 
Wheel, own thy Power in every Prefer- 
vation, awe thy Preſence in every place, 
acknowledge thy Authority in every Law, 
and ſubmit to thy Pleaſure in every E- 
vent; always praying, Fiat Voluntas tua, 
which cannot be erfectly prayed fine i11- 
fimi humilitate & altiſſami charitate. 

M 4 CHAP. 


CHAP. VIII, 
Of the Work, of Redemption, 


is | Lam now paſſed ' over the Work of 


Creation, with its Appendices of Con- 
ſervation and Gubernation 3 but behold! 
a greater than Creation is here, ſtupendi- 
ous Redemption, the wonder of Angels 
and envy of Devils; at which Creation 
ſtarts back and gives up its Sabbath. I 
am come to the Tree of Lite growing in 
Paradiſe , hanging full of Pardons and 
Graces, and ſpreading forth a broad and 
indefeCtive ſhadow of Merits over finful 
Worms. Iamnow at the pure Well of 
Salvation ſpringing out of the Deity of 
the Son of Gad, iſſuing through the 
bleeding Wounds of his Humanity, and 
filling every Veſſel of Faith. I am now 
to open my eyes upon the molt tremen+ 
dous Myſtery that eyer was; God inthe 
Fleſh, the brightnels of Glory under a 
Veil, the Fulna(s of the Godhead taber- 
nacling jn Dult, and #Sun of inhaite light 
and Juſtre cloathed in Sack-cloth in his 
Incarnatian, and turned into Blood in his 
Paſſion, Oh! for ſome illapſes of that 
holy 
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holy Spirit which takes 'the things of 
Chriſt and ſhews them in their ſpiritual 
Glory. 

Redemption may be thus deſcribed z It 
is the procuring of Freedom for a Captive 
by a Price paid by him whois to redeem, 
and accepted by him who is the Supreme 
Detainer in that behalf, that the Captive 
may be delivered out of a ſtate of Captt- 
vity into a ſtate of Liberty accordiag to 
the Wills of the. Payer and Receiver of 
that price. I dy, it is' the procuring 
Freedom : Actual Freedom 1s the Crown- 
ing Iflue of Redemption ; but the pro» 
curing of Freedom is an eflential ingredi- 
entinit. Hence Chriſt is ſaid to obtain e- 
ternal Redemption for ns, Heb. 9.12. Tis 
the procuring of Freedom for a Captive, 
Free-men are not capable of it, but Cap- 
tives only 3 and ſuch are all men become 
by fin. They owed ten thouſand Talents 
to God as the great Creditor, and Trai- 
tor-like they rebelled againſt God as the 
great Law-giver z and for thoſe Debts and 
Rebellions God as a righteous Judge ow- 
£KAaor, ſhut them up in the priſon of wrath, 
Rom. 11.32. 'Tis the procuring of Free- 
dom for a Captive by a Price , not by 
mere Power, but by a Price : when it is 

procured 
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procured by 'mere/Power, *tis but a naked 
.Deliverance'; but when it is procured by 
a Price, then 'tis a true proper Redempti- 
on, Hence in the Evangelical Charter 
we find Avrex,e Price, and that which 
iflaes from '1t 1s «70\bTewc, true: proper 
Redemptiou. : Again, 'tisthe procuring of 
Freedom for a Captive by a Price raif'by 
him who isto redeem,and accepted by him 
who 15 the ſupreme Detainer in that be- 
balfz fort it be not pajd, 'tis no Price; 
if it'be not paid by him who is to redeem, 
he cannot be a'Redeemer ; the Detainer 
muſt accept of -it in that behalf, or elſe 
no Freedom can be juſtly procured 5 and 
the ſupreme Detainer muſt accept of it, 
for not the Jailor or Fetters,which are but 
Under-detainers,but the Creditor & Law- 
giver, whois the ſupreme Detainer, muſt 
receive ſatrsfattion, or elle the Captive 
cannot be juſtly releaſed. And all theſe 
are couched together by the Apoſtle ; 
Chriſt gave himſelf for us an offering and 4 
ſacrifice to God for a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour, 
Eph. 5. 2. Chriſt, there's he who was to 
redeem 3 gave himſelf an Offering and a 
Sacrifice, there's the Price paid down by 
him; to God, there's the ſapreme De- 


taincr : the Jailor- Satan, and the Fetters 
of 
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of guilt are but under-detainers, but God 
is.the ſupreme and muſt. have-ſatisfa@ion 
and for'a ſweet-ſmelling favour,there'sthe 
Price 'accepted by God in that behalf. 
Laſtly, the 'end of all is, that the Captive 
may be delivered out of a ſtate of Cap- 
tivity into a ſtate of Liberty,according to 
the Wills of the Payerand ReceiverzRe- 
demption moves: towards /the actual de 
liverance of the Captive, as its proper 
Centre ; and that actual deliverance comes 
forth according tothe Wills of the Payer 
and Receiver, as its rule and meafure, IF 
their Wills be,that upon the very payment 
and acceptance of the Price the Captive 
ſhould be ipſo fa#o delivered, then he is 
delivered without any more adoe 3 but if 
their Wills be, that the Captive ſhould be 
delivered but upon certain conditions to 
be by him firſt performed, then he is not 
delivered till after the performance there- 
of Thus the Redemption wrought by 
Chriſt moves towards the a(tual deliver- 
ance of ſinful Captives, and that actual 
deliverance, according tothe Will of the 
Father and the Son, comes forth not im- 
mediately upon the payment and accep- 
tance of the Price, but upon Faith and 


Repentance, which are the Terms of the 
Goſpel. 
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Goſpel. Hence the Apoſtles teftificd Repent- 
ance towardsGod axd faith towards our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, A#s 20. 21. Hence alſo thoſe 
expreſiions of Propitiation through faith'in 
bis blood, Rom.3.25. and of Receiving the 
atonement, Rom. 5. 11. Which with many 
more ſhew us the Terms, upon which a- 
Qual deliverance comes forth into being. 
Now in this diſcourſe of Redemption [ 
ſhall gather up all under four Heads. 

1. The Captive. 

2. The Captivity. 

3+ TheRedeemer. 

4. The Price. 

I, The Captiveis fallen Man ; and here 
two things are conſiderable. 

1. Man fallen in oppoſition to Man 
ſanding. 

2. Man fallen in oppoſition to fallen 

Angels. 
_  1.Manfallenin oppoſition to Man ſtand- 
ing; Man as he came out of his Makers 
hands was a ſpotleſs Creature, his Mind a 
pure Lamp of knowledge, his Will a 
Throne for the holy One, his Heart a 
Sanctuary of all Graces, -his Aﬀettions all 
in harmony with the Rational Faculties, 
the Image of God ſparkling within him, 
and the Favour of God ſunning him —_— 
about, 


Se. Bi. 5 
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about; [Here all was Freedom, no Chain 
but that of Graces, no Bands but Cords 
of Love,no Priſon but a Paradiſe,no Cap- 
tive but the Lord's Free-man 3 the leaſt 
drop of wrath could not fall on him here. 
But alas! how ſoon was this Star (hot ! 
Man turncd from God, and God departed 
from Man, and inſtantly the Captive ap» 
peared all in Chains of Sin.and Wrath; 
his Lamp went out in obſcure darkneſs , 
Satan afended up into the Throne, the 
fire of Luſt roſe up in the Sanctuary, 
the Aﬀedtions were all in a mutiny againſt 
the upper Powers, and the whole Man 
became a Priſoner under Sin and Wrath ; 
and all this becauſe he left Thy zexlw, bis 
original State of reditude and holinef. 

2. Man fallen in oppoſition to fallen 
Angels : When Man (though but an ear- 
then Pitcher) fell from God, the whole 
Trinity ſeemed to be moved at it ; the 
bowels of the Father yearned over him, 
and asnot content with inward compaſli- 
ons, Grace breaks out at the Lips of the 
Son, Unto you, O men, do TIcall, ſaith the 
eternal Word, Prov. 8.4. and (becauſe 
words. fuch as made a World, could not 
do it) EamauCdveau, Heb, 2,16, he catches 
bold of the Humane Nature, aud rather 
than 
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than fail, he. would live and bleed and 
dic io it for our Redemption : And left 
after all this Man ſhould not catch hold of 
his own Salvation, out comes the holy 
Spirit to make ſure work of it in an applt- 
cation of it unto us, #&yzozv &n" &vTs, x; 
Tow pHUyzony, ev Iewniviv ploiv XOgt; xarior- 
Rfat xoaTt\ec, ſaith St. Chryſoſtome,Wheti 
Mankind fled, -and fled far from Chriſt, 
he purſued and. caught hold of it : But 
when thoſe Veſlels of Gold, the Angels, 
dropt out of Heaven, there was no ſuch 
matter; the Father's bowels (though of 
immenſe largenefs). were ſhut -up, not a 
thought of mercy role in his heart towards 
them ; the Son's Lips, which drop ſweer” 
ſmelling Myrrh unto men, let fall never a 
ſyllable of comfort unto-them , he ſaw 
them tumbling down from Reaven, yet 
caught not hold of them : the holy Spirit 
would not ſtir a foot to recover Thy &gxlw, 
their original Reftitude for them again, 
that ſo they might be capable of ſtayin 
in the holy Heavens, but down they muſt 
into Chains of darkneſs, ſuch as for ever 
ſhut out every glimpſe of Mercy. But 
why a Philanthropy rather than a Philan- 
gely 2 Why a Redemption for Men and. 
not for Devils? Here men give their con- 
zjectures; 
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jeqtures. Man (ſay ſome) Gnned by ſedu- 
Nom, but Devils bole «motion: In. the 
Fall. of Men (ſay others) all the. Humane: 
Natnre fell, but in the Fall of Angels all 


| the Angelical Nature fell not. Others! 


alledge that 'the Sin of. Angels was more: 
damnable than Man's, becauſe their Na» 
ture was more ſublime than (his. Others: 
yet affirm, that Memare capable of Repen-| 
tance, ' but Deyils not, becauſe whatever) 
they | once choole, they do immobiliter 
vele 3 the Devil fonnerk fromthe begrar« 
ning, 1 Job. 3c 8: 'tis not: laid, he'fmned; 
but he finneth 3 becauſe from his firſt Aro 
ſtace he ſmneth on unceflantly. Bur alas?! 
Who canlimitthe' holy One? Might not! 
his boundleſs Mercy have faved the ſelf- 
tempted Devils > What if his'devouting/ 
Juſtice had broke out againſt devil-ſedu- 
ced Men, nay, again(t all the Race of Men? 
Who ſhould accuſe him for. the Nations 
that periſh, which he hath made and Sin 
hath marred, i/d. 12. 12 Could not 
the Blood of God have waſhed out the 
blackeſt ſpots of fallen Angels? Was not 
the Almighty Spirit of Grace able tomele 
a Devil into Repentance ? Had we poor 
Worms been to diſpute with the Devil a- 
bout the OP of Chriſt, as Michael did: 
with 
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with him aboutthe Body of Moſes, O how 
calily would he have reaſoned us out of 
our Redeemer | What (would he have 
ſaid ) ſhall the tender bowels of God be 
let down to you on Earth and reſtrained 
to usin Heaven? Will the All-wiſe God 
repair his Clay-tmages in the Dunghil of 
the lower World, and neglect his fairer 
Pictures once hung up in his own Palace 
of Glory ? May not the Son of God be a 
Redeemer at an cafier rate, without ſtep- 
ping a foot out of his Fathers houſe, and 
will he travel down ſofar as an Incafnati- 
on? How much better were it for him to 
ſpot himſelf with an aſſumed Cherubin., 
than to take Fleſh into his glorious Pers 
ſon? But the great God hath neither gis 
ven Angels a day to plead for a Redeemer; 
nor Man a licence to pry into his Ark. 
Wonder then, O Man, at this aſtoniſhing 
difference made by the divine Will alone: 
Angels muſt be damned and men may be 
ſaved 3 golden Veſſels are irreparably bro- 
ken, and earthen Pots are et gubi a- 
ains Inmates of Glory drop to Hell, and 
oſt and Aſkes fly up to Heaven. When [ 
conlider thy Heavens and the Stars gliſter- 
ing 'there, Lord , what is man that thou 
windeſt hin, Pſal. 8. 4 £ but when - 
er 
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fider thy Heaven of Heavens, and thy 
Angels dropping from thence into utter 
darkneſs, Lord! acct - men that no 
aveſt him ? Miſericorai2 Domini plena e 
Side non ;Woajn eft.plenum f celum?d 
ia ſunt ſpirituales nequitie in ctleſtibus, 
ed non ills ad commune jus indulgentie 
Dei, remi(ſiontmque peccatorum. pertinent, 
as holy ray v expreſſes it. (Even [o gra- 
cious Father, becauſe fo it ſeemeth good 
in thy ſight. Thus having found the righe 
Captive [ paſs on. 

2. To the Captivity 3 ahtd this I ſhall 
ſet out in three thihgs. 

1. The Chains: 

2. The Priſon: 

3. The Jator. 

As for the firſt, I ſhall firſt touch upor 
the Chains themſelves, and then upon the 
ditind links thereof. 7 

1. The Chains themſelves are no othet 
than Original and Afual Sin. -. 

x. Original Sin is a very heavy Chains 
and herel[ ſhall view A 

1. The upper end of this Chain,T mean, 
that firſt Sin of eating the forbidden fruit, 
called in the Schools Peccatum originale 0+ 
riginans : here there was truly aragnum in 
alrod, 4 vaſt World of Sin ia a ſmall A&; 

N Thete 
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There was an Idol of ſelf-excellency a 
framing, and to adorn it, a concupiſcen- 
tial ſtealth of the forbidden fruit; and in 
this ſtealth a bloody Homicide, a ſlayin 
of all Humane Nature at one blow ; box | 
which is more, a kind of Deicide too, a 
laying (as much as in Man lay ) even of 
God Paſelf 3 the Pride of this pri- 
mordial Sin ſnatching at God's excellen- 
, the Unbelief ſtabbing at his Truth, 
the Rebellion fighting againſt his Sove- 
1 , the Ingratitude trampling his 
Goodack under Gor, and the Profumpeh- 
on as it were daring out his Juſtice into 
warlike Arms; and all this contre prece- 
ptum tam breve ad retinendum, tam leve ad 
obſervandum. This is the upper end of 
this Chain, and it reaches down to us all ; 
for in him we all ſinned, Rom. 5, 12, The 
{weetelt Bonaventure cannot ſay, In Ada- 
mo non peccavi : For Adem was not here 
conſidered as a private perſon, but as 
the Root and Head of Mankind; Adam's 
—_ was the fountain of ours, and his 
ill the repreſentative of ours z we were 
all in him naturally as latent in his Loins, 
and legally too as comprized within the 
Covenant made with him;therefore we all 
ſinned in his Sin,0mnes nos unns — 
£ 
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faith one Father 3 Genzus humanumn in pri- 
mo parente velit in radice computruit, (auth 
another. But that of Nazianzer is fulleſt 
of ſpiritual ſence, who cries out, 0 infirmi- 
tatem meam | med enim duco primi parentis 
infirmitatem. If any reply, But how could 
we fin in Adam 2 I an{wer, that our hu- 
mane Nature was tn him, and why mighe 
it not linthere? You'l ſay, It could not 
for want of a Will; I anſwer, that out 
Wills were put into Adam's by that Co» 
venant which was made with him for hin- 
ſelf and all his poſterity. If one Man may 
put his Will into another Man's Will ina 
Comprimiſe, why may not God ( who is 
more Lord of our Wills than our ſelves) 
put all our Wills into Adam's by a Cove- 
nant? and here God did it with abundant 
Equity, becauſe our Wills were put into 
Adam's as well for the obteining bleſled- 
neſs upon his Obedience, as for the in- 
curring puniſhment upon his Dilobe- 
dience, 

2. The lower end of this Chain, the 
univerſal depravation of Nature, called 
Peccatum originale originatum z this hangs 
upon the former, all habitual Sin hath an 
ellential relation tq,ſome actual Sin prece- 
dent. Tis impoſſible that one ſhould be 
N 2 a Sins 
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a Sinner habitually,who in no kind finned 
actually. If A4dam had not finned aftual- 
ly, he had never been habitually vitia-+ 
ted 3 nay, if we had not ſinned in his Sin, 
we had never been ſo, This original De- 
pravation is the ſinning Sin, the Body of 
Sin, a Body in our Souls, Fleſh in our Spi- 
rits, a Nail on our Eyes, a Plague in our 
Hearts, and a Root of bitterneſs in our 
whole Nature ; this turns our Minds into 
Dungeons of darkneſs, our Wills into 
Gults of Sin, our Memories into leaking 
Veſſels, onr Fancies into Forges of Vani- 
ty, our AﬀeCions into Chambers of Ima- 
gery, our Members into Weapons of Un- 
righteouſneſs, and our whole Man into a 
Man of Sin; inſomuch that to be carnal is 
to walk ul" avtganov, 1 Cor. 3. 3. When 
we are formed td the Womb, this Chain 
lies upon us, .even i» primo ardore, 1n the 
firſt warmth of natural Conception, P/al. 
$15: And when Chriſt is formed-in our 
earts, this Chain preſſes ſo hard upon 
the ſpiritual Embryo, that as ſoon as ever 
it begins to live, it falls a fighing and 
groaning with tears, Oh ! my hard heart ! 
Oh ! my unbelieving heart! Oh !my car- 
nal ſenſual heart ! 0h wretched —_— r 

am, who ſhall deliver mt from this body o 
4 ſ | UF Pp death 4 
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death ? Rom. 7. 24. Nay, the very Phi- 
loſophers themſelves (who never kenned 
ſo far as the top of this Chain, I mean 
Adam's Sin) yet ſeem to feel the weight 
of it : Wherefore ſometimes they com- 
plain of a Sepulchrum Corporis, as if 0wj4c 
were become %a, a Grave tothe Soul ; 
and ſometimes they cry out of a 
Defluvium Pennarum, as it the Soul had 
loſt her Wings. Whither alſo may be re- 
ferred the Triſmegiſts Indumentunm Inſci- 
tie, Pravitatis Fundamentum, Corruptio- 
nis Vinculum, Velamen opacum 5 with ma- 
ny ſuch like expreſſions touching the 
tn and preſſure of this Chainzinvolv- 
ing Men in a horrid {lavery and captivity. 

2. Beſides the Chain of Original Sin,there 
is that of Actual;the wholeWorld e» maf ne- 
meaxare, 17ob.5.19. lies is wickedneſs,as a 
Slave in his Chains.Oh ! the open Profane- 
neſs, ſecret Hypocrifies, ſpiritual Wicked- 
neſſes, carnal Pollutions, daring Preſamp- 
tions, faultring Infirmities 3 Implieries a- 
gainſt God, Unrightcouſneſs againſt Men, 
vaſt Armies and Hoſts of Sin which cover 
the World. As Original Sin turns Man 
into a Man of Sin ; fo Actual Sim turn the 
World into a World of Sin. This isa long 


Chain reaching from Adam's Fall to the 
N 3 Worlds 
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Worlds Period, and from firſt tolaſt en- 
wrapping Captivesall along. 

2.. The Links of the Chains are conſi- 
derable, and thoſe are three great ones. 

I. The firſt Link is Macula peccati, the 
Stain of Sin; this 1s the filth of the Chain, 
a brand of deformity on the naked Cap- 
tive. God is.the beauty of Holineſs.and 
there is no turning from him without a 
Blot : God isa Sun of infinite light, and 
there is no holding up our hands again(t 
him without caſting a dark ſhadow on our 
faces. Every Sin is a filthineſs; If it be a 


brutiſh luſt, 'tis «co\uoyuts ongute, filtbinef 


of fleſff'; if a ſpiritual wickedneſs, 'ris 
pohuoues Tvuolog, filthineſs of ſpirit, as the 
Apoſtle diſtinguiſheth, 2 Cor. 7.1. Nay, 
that which is hi{thineſs of fleſh in the ex- 
ternal commiſſion of the Act, 1s yet falthi- 
neſs of ſpirit in the internal commacula- 
tiog of the Soul. The wicked caſt out 
mire and dirt, and the more they caſt out 
in the tranſient As of Sin,the more there 
is within in the abiding ſpotofit. When 
the Act of Sin is paſſed and gone, the Spot 
- and Stain thereof ſtays behind, and de- 
nominates us yzs e&n«Ida, children of die 
ob-dience. 

2. Theſecond Link is Reatus peccati, 
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the Guilt of Sin, a dreadful Link chain- 
ing the naked Captive to divine Wrath, 
faſtened within him by the deſert of Sin, 
and bound upon him by the Juſtice of 
God ; and hence he becomes 7tvor 6g yne, 
4 child of wrath. No ſooner doth heturn 
from God as his Law-giver, but he meets 
him as his Judge, m3 | that in the face 3 
The face of the Lord is againſt them that do 
evil, Whileſt he flics extre ordinem pre- 
cepti, hee falls intre ordinew juſtitie, the 
wages of ſin is death. 

3. The third Link is Regnum peccati, 
the Reign of Sin, Sin is an abſolute Ty- 
rant over us ; his Laws are all writ in Let- 
ters of blood, his ſtrong Holds are in our 
very Reaſons, 2 Cor. 10. 4,5- His Throne 
i51n our Wills, his winged Chariot in our 
Aﬀections, his Weapons in our earthly 
Members ;. and our whole man is ds; 
eueyliai, the flave of ſin, Joh. 8. 34- 

2. Thenext thing in the Captivity is 
the Priſon, and that 15 the Wrath of God : 
But here we mult diſtinguiih the Walls 
from the Dungeon, the Walls are very 
ſtrong and dreadfu], infinite Juſtice and 
Holineſs are the flaming Cherubims that 
guard them 3 and the Hand-writing upon 
them is, A cnrſe to the ſinner and woe to 
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the worker of ini #;ty.. The poor Captive 
(as long as his Chains are unbroken) lies 
within theſe Walls im!3nos 73). 0:9, wander 
the judgment of God, Rom. 3. 19. Wrath 
abides, upon him, Joh. 3.36. a Ga State. 
Nevertheleſs, whileſt but here, he is a 
Priſoner of Hope, a Captive capable of 
Redemption. The Dungeon .is Hell it 
ſelf, a place of Darkneſs, a gulf of un« 
EO Fire, a bottomleſs Pit of Per- 

ition, into which impenitent Sinners are 
ſtill a finking deeper and deeper, , without 
atly hope of afcending' out of itz when 
the Captive is once here, the utmoſt far- 
thing will be exated of him. 

3... The laſt thingin the Captivity is the 
Jaylor, even Satan, and he doth three 
things. ©. me” 

1, He takes the Captive into his cuſto- 
dy, the Natural Man's Heart becomes his 
Palace, and every room in it is full of hel- 
liſh furniture 3 not the Turret of Reaſon, 
nay, not the reliques of the divine Image 

1h left free', bur have ( as a 
RR Seo. Jeartied Biſhop fpeaks)habi- 
"8 tatorem Diabolumzand it ap- 

ears that a proud Devil dwells under the 
lame roof, becauſe men ſeek to be juſtified 
thereby. | £ 
__ 2, He 
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2. He keeps on the Captive's Chains, he 
ſooths up the Old Man, as if there were 
no ſuch thing as a New-creature, and flat» 
ters the earthly Members as if there were 
no fiich place as Heaven z he blows up rhe 
miſerable Captive into proud reflexes, as 
if he had Reaſon enough to ſpan all My- 
ſteries, and Will enough to teem all Gra» 
ces out of rhe dead Womb bf Nature, He 
ſtands at the right hand of Original Cor- 
ruption, brooding and OY car» 
rupt Nature into Concupiſcerices, Coticu- 
i{cences into'Aﬀs, Adtts by iteration into 
Habits and Cuſtoms, which are a ſecond 
corrupt Nature; and all this while he keeps 
the Houſe in peace, that the Captive may 
{leep on in his Chains. And if the Chains 
rattle too much in crying Scandals,he lines 
them with ſome Moralitics ; If legal Con- 
victions make them too hot, ' he fprinkles 
and cools them with ſome prefumptions'ot 
Mercy 3 if they be weighty ard pony 
upon Conſcience, he lightens them wit 
ſome forms of Godlinels ;* if after all this 
the Captive will yer awake, he ſhall (if 
Satan can do it) Dives-like open his Eyes 
in Torments, and Deſperation ſhall ſiyal- 
low him up for ever. He works all man- 
perof wajs1n Men, that he may keep on 
their 


1865 Of the Work of Redemption. 
their Chains, and add one link of filth 
and guilt to another. 

3. He keeps the Captive (as much as in 
him lies) wickia the Walls of the Priſon. 
Ob ! what ſerpentine Windings! what cir- 
cumventing Methods ! what untraceable 
Depths ! What lying Promiſes ! what 
ſhews of Happineſs doth he uſe to keep 
them there! He is well-content to allow 
theAmbitious one his Pinacles of Honour, 
the Covetous his Bags of Mammon, the 
Voluptuous his Paradiſe of carnal plea- 
ſures, the Curious his fine-ſpun Cob- 
webs of School-nations, every Captive his 
peccatum in deliciis, his beloved Corrup- 
tion, ſoas they will but ſtay where they 
are, in a ſtate of Wrath. 

3- Having ſeen the - Captive and 
Captivity , let us paſs on to confi- 
der the Redeemer ; and here I would 
firſt premiſe that no Creature could re- 
deem us out of this Captivity. Sin is an 
infinite evil, objectively kB 'tis a 
hghting againſt an infinite Majeſty , a 
ſtriving againſt infinite Sovereignty, an 
enmity to infinite Holineſs, a provocation 
to infinite Juſtice, a Deicidinm, a [triking 
at the very Life and Being of God z God 
hath no other Oppoſite but Sin, and were 
it 
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it poſſible that theleaſt drop of it could 
get into him, he would inſtantly ceaſe to 

eGod ; and now where ſhall God have 
fatisfaQtion for ſuch an evil as this 2 Shall 
the Brutal World be a Sacrifice'-for the 
Rational? Alas! the blood of bulls and 


'goats cannot take away ſin. Can the Cap» 


tive do ought in it 2 Can he wear off his 
Chains with repentant Tears, or work 
them off with after-holineſ(s? Alas! the 
Captive isin love with his Chains, and 
therefore at a vaſt diſtance from Repen- 
tance and Holineſs. But if he had both, 
doubtleſs thoſe repentant Tears would be 
black or falt in ſome meaſure, and there- 
fore want a Laver; that Holineſs in com- 
pariſon of ſpotleſs Perteftion would be but 
as a filthy Rag, and therefore want a Co- 
ver. But ſuppoſe he had ſuch tears as are 
the purcBlood of a filial heart without any 
blackneſs or faltneſs in them , and ſuch 
Holineſs as is pure Linnen, fine and white 
without any ſpot ih it ; yet all this muſt 
be of free Grace and nothiog of his own, 
and then how can he who fins ex proprio, 
ſatisfie ex aliens £ But admit that theſe 
Graces were his own too z yet how can 
finite Graces fatisfic for an infinite Evil ? 
There is no proportion at all between fi- 
nite 
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nite and infinite, But you'l ſay, Sin is in+ 
finite objeCtively, and fo are Repentance 


and Holineſs too z therefore they may fa- 
tishie for.Sin, I anſwer ; The difference 1s: 


vaſt, for Sin is meaſured by the Objet,and 
therefore being againſt an infinite God is 
ina ſort infinite ; but SatisfaQtion is mea- 
ſured by the Subjed&t, and therefore  Re- 

tance and Holineſs being ſubjectively 
Exit cannot fatisfie for Sin. But you'l 
yet reply, Theſe Graces flow from an in- 
finite Spirit, and therefore may fatisfic for 
Sin, I anſwer; This is the grand difpro- 
portion between thoſe works which Chriſt 
works for us as a Surety, and thoſe works 
Which the Spirit works in-us as a SanCtt- 
flier : In the firſt there is God and Man in 
one Perſon, and therefore they are of an 
infinite Dignity 3 but not ſo in the ſecond, 
and therefore they are but of a finite Va- 
Ine. The forlorn Captive can by no means 
help himſelf, and what ſhall he do? Shall 
he pray in aid of the holy Angels? But 
'O! what trembling fits would there be 
in them 2 What paleneſs in the Cherubims 
at ſuch a task? But ſuppoſe they could 
all be induced to become a Saertfice for 
us, would the holy One open his 7 47 
vpon ſuch a Satisfattion 2 But if he did, 
what 
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what would becomeof them? How ſoon 
would our Debts empty all their Coffers, 
and God's Wrath break all their backs, 
nd who ſhould redeem theſe Redeemers? 

herefore. every Creature muſt fay, 'tis 
not in me to redeem. This premiſed, the 
Redeemer is the Lord JeſusChriſt,the true 
Immanuel, the Word made Fleſh, the Man 
God's Fellow, the great Triſaregiſt, a Roy« 
al Prieſt, Prieſtly Prophet, and Prophe- 
tical King all in one 5 a Prieſt _ his 
Throne, a Couquerour on his Croſs, a 
Healer by his Wounds. Oh! could we 
ſee his Glory, his Head is a Fountain of 
holy Oil, his Hairs woolly with Eternity, 
his Eyes flaming with Omaiſcience, his 
Feet braſled with invincible Powerg his 
Robe of Righteouſneſs as long and broad 
as — LL, of Truth all of 
pure Gold ,Chis Heart graven with the 
_- f. Saints, =d bx tender Fowels 
ſhewing themſelves through his bleedin 
Wounds, This is the Saviour J the World, 
and Redeemer of Man, this is be 3 and he 
hath a threefold Right to be ſo. 

I. Jus Proprictatis, as God. 

2. Jus Tdoneitatis., as the Son of God. 

3+ Jus Conjuntionis, as Man, as a Sure- 


ty for Men,and asa Head to his Church. 
| I. 7us 
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1. Jus Proprictatis, as God,who ſhould 
redeem a Creature but the true Owner 3 
And who is he but God the Creator ? 0- 
vem perditam quis requirit , 
(fays Tertullian )nonne qui per- 
didit ? Qnis anters perdidit , nonne qui 
habuit * Buis autem habnit , nonne cnjus 
fait £ Homo non alterins res eft quam Creas 
toris. (He that 1s \vb&s 6 awThe, truly a $4+ 
wiowr (as the Expreſſion is, Job. 4.42.)muſt 
be God indeed: } Should one mere Crea- 
ture redeem another, heſhould ipſo fato 
luck away a Creature from his Creator, 
inaſmuch as Redemprion is a greater Tie 
than Creation. Now Jeſus Chriſt, who came 
to redeem us, 1s very God, not a Metapho+« 
rical but the true God , x Joh. 5. 20. not a 
petty, but the great God, Tit. 2. 13.notan 
under ſubordinate God, but over al/ God 
bleſſed for ever, Rom.9.5. not a God by of- 
fice, but a Jehovah, Fer. 23.6. a God by 
nature; though not avTyss, ag to his Sub- 
ſiſtence, yet «59ers, as to his Elfence. 
Gods name is in him, Exod. 22.21. One 
great Letter of that Name is Eternity,and 
is going forth was from everlaſting, Mic.5. 
2. another is Immutability, and he is ye- 
fterday,to day and for ever the ſame, Heb.131 
8. another is Omniſcience,and he knoweth 
| 4 
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i | «ll things, Joh.21.17. another is Omnipo- 
> | tence, and be hath all the power in heaven 
» | and earth, Matth. 28. 18. another is Im» 
, | mortality, and he bath life in bimſelf, Job. 
+ | 5.26. another is Immenlity, and he whileſt 
| | on earth was in heaven, 5h, 3- 13. and 
though long fince aſcended to heaven, is 
fill on earth, Matth. 28. 20. All theſe 
lden Letters are graven on the God- 
ead,and mv Td T\igape 1 Sree, all the 
Janes of the Godhead dwells in him,Col.2.9. 
all theſe ſhed forth a divine Glory and Mas» 
jeſty,b& he is «Tawaoua 13 Src, the bright< 
neſs of divine glory, Heb. 1. 3. and what 
need we any more witnelles of his Deity ? 
His Name 1s wonderful, 1/4. 9.6. far above 
allCreatures;his Generation 1s unutterable, 
being i925 y0%, the proper Son of the Father, 
Rom.8,32.not as Creatures made ex nibilo, 
but as a proper Son begotten out of his ve- 
ry Subſtance; his ſtanding is 2» uog@J Irs, 
in the eſſential form of God, the very divine 
nature, Phil. 2. 6. and his ſpecial V6; there 
is the Fathers boſom, Joh. 1. 18. and from 
thence together with him he breathesforth 
the holy Ghoſt, His Works are divine and 
all one with the Fathers, Joh. 5.19. Heſat 
in counſel with him ia framing his Eternal 
Decrees, and ſince wrought with him in 
making 
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making firſt a World of Creatures and 
then a Church of Saints 3 and ſtill he works 
With him in the preſervation and gubernas 
tion of both. Laſtly, his two Teſtaments 
(which face each other as the Cherubims 
upon the Ark ) by their ſweet glances and 
teſpective aſpects upon each other do dif- 
cloſe his Deity. For in the Old Teſta- 
tnent 'tis ſaid, 'that Jehovah brought Iſrael 
out of Egypt, Exod. 20. 2. in the New Te- 
ſtament 'tis ſaid, that Chrif? did it, Jude 4. 
and 5. Ver. inthe Old Jehovah circumciſes 
the beert, Dent. 3o. 6. in the New Chriſt 
doth it, Col.2.11. inthe Old Jebovah pour- 
ed ont the Spirit, Joel 2. 28. in the New 
Chriſt, AGs 2.33. in the Old every knee 
bowes to Jehovah, Iſai. 45. 23. inthe New 
#0 Cori Rom. 14. 11. inthe Old miracles. 
were done in Jehovah's Name, 2 Kings 2.21; 
in the New = Chriſt's, 4&s 9g. 34. in the 
Old Jehovah is the firſt and the laſt, Iſai. 
44-6. 1n the New Chriſt is Alpha and Ome- 
ga, Revel. 1, 11. in the Old there is Dens 


beget the Son ex propril Subſtantii ? Can 
" any 
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any part of the Divine Eſſence be diſcind- 
edin ſuch a Gederation? Orif not, can 
the whole be given to the Son ? And if fo; 
how is it retained to the Father? I an- 
ſwer 3 The Father gave unto the Son the 
whole Eſſence, non alienatione ſed commm« 
nicatione, non generatione emanante, ſed 
immanente ; the Father ſo begets the Son, 
as that he ſtill poſſeſſes him, Prov.8, 22. the 
Son ſo goes forth from the Father as that 
he ſtill abides in him, his eternal egreſs, 
Micah 5, 2. is x7 poi not by defluxis 
on, but immanſion, I az: in the Father and 
the Father in me, faith Chriſt, Joh.14.10: 
Indeed if we ſpeak accurately, the Fas 
ther begets the Son out of himſelf rather 
in Eſſentid divini, than ex eſſentis divini:; 
Hence the entire Eſſence 1s in the Father; 
and the entire Eflence is. in the Son toog 
and what if it could not be thus in a finite 
Ellence ? yet why may it not be fo in an 


— 


infinite X What if Reaſon canhot_fathoni 
it? muſt therefore FaitFreje&tir7 Teon- 
clude then, that Chriſt is very God, and 
as God hath a right to redeem us his Crea- 
tures. vents 
2. Ju Toneitatis, asthe Son of God; 
he was moſt fit to be our Redeemer; what 
can be more perfectly congruous than Res 
O coucthation 
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conciliation by God's beloved one, Ad» 

tion by his Natural Son, Reparation of 
bis gracious Image by his ſubſtantial, a 
ſhine of Favour.by the brightaeb of his 
Glory,. beams of Light by his Wiſdom, 
Reſtitution of Life by the Prince of Life, 
and Mediation between God and Man by 
the middle Perſon in the ſacred Trinity ? 
There be three great goings forth of God, 
mto which all others may be reſolved;zthe 
firſt is that fundamental one of Creation, 
and upon Sins Entry, which is but an A- 
poltaktie from Creation , in comes the ſe- 
cond,” viz. Redemption, and out of this 
as out'of a Fountain flows the third, and 
that 15 Sanctifhication z theſe hang in order 
one upon another. Unleſs there had been 
a'Creature, and that Apoſtate, there had 
been no place for Redemption ; and un- 
lefs there had been a Redemption, there 
had been no room for Sanctification ; for 
God would never have reimplanted his 
Image of Holineſs in a Creature left under 
the eternal ſtroke of . his Juſtice, nor have 
plucked away the (pot of Sin there, where 
the guilt of Sin is left behind. Now al- 
beit it 15 a moſt ſure Rule, that Opera Tri- 
nitatis ad extra ſunt indiviſa, yet among 
Divines Creation is ina ſort peculiarized 

| to 
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to the Father as the firſt, Redemptidh-to; 
the Sgn as the ſecond, and. Sanctificatioa! 
to the Spiriras the third Pexſon 1d theGlo?, 
nous Trmizy.  FThus'in theſe three goings 
forth of God; each perfory in the Tranity! 
hath his ſpecial Shine, aud-that in the ves 
ry Order of his Subfiſtence- 3' wherefore 
it was very congruous that the Son, of/alh 
the Perfons in the Trinity, thould-be ow 
Redeemer. Y | 

& Tus Conjunttionis ; he that redeems 
a Captive muſt be Perſona conjun#a with 
him, and fo was Chriſt with us in a three» 
fold reſpe&t. 

1, Conjundione naturals , he was our 
Goel, Iſai. 59. 20. that is, xr next kinſmarn 
by his Incarnation, and aw Redeemer by 
his Paſſion 5 heaffumed our Nature in- 
to himſelf that he might redeem us; yas 
35 was made jure preps, the great God 
a ſacking Child; regers Sydera, yet ſugens 
Ubera, he that ruled the Stars ſucked the 
Breaſts, The word was made fleſh, Joh.1.14- 
and a ſtrange making it was 3 all other 
Creations are ( as it were) extra Deum,but 
here was a Creation in the very Perſon of 
God. The glorious Trinity in the very ins 
ſtant of drawing the Humane Nature ex 
#ihilo imterweaved it with the Perſon of 
O 2 the 
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the Son, ſo that it never was any where 
but there ; all other Creations une 


der the Roof of Providence and Preſer- 
vation, but here the Humane Nature is an 


Inmate in the very ſame Perſon with the 
Divine : all other Creatures have their 
proper ſutable ſeats andUb7's in the Sphere 
of Nature, but here's the Sackcloth of an 
Humane Body caſt upon, and the Ruſh- 
candle of a Reaſonable Soul lighted up in 
the Sun it ſelf, Theglorious Son of God 
eſpouſed Fleſh and Blood, and the Bride- 
chamber (where the knot was tied) was 
the Virgins Womb; there was he wade of 
4 Woman, conſubſtantial with us as to his 
Humanity, who was conſubſtantial with 
the Father as to his Divinity. O how 
great 15 this Myſtery, God manifeit in the 
ſh! 0 Domine ! quam ad- 
Op. 4 Nati. miirabile nomen tuum ! non 
M7 modd mundi hujus ſtaturam 
admiror, non ſtabilitatem Terre, non Lune 
defeFum & incrementum, non Solem ſemper 
integrum CO laborem cjus perpetuum : Miror 
Deum in utero Virginis, miror _—— 
iem in cunabulis, miror quomodo Verbo Dei 
caro adhaſerit, quomodo incorporens Dens 
corporis noftri tegumentum inaduerit ; in c4- 
teris alique ſatisfaciant rationes, hic ſolus 
we 
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we compleFitur ſiupor. God never came 
ſo near to us as in this wonderful Cons» 
jun&tion. In the Creatures we ſee God 
above us, in the Law we fee God againſt 
us 3 but here we ſee Immanuel, God with 
#s; he is one with us by a natural Con- 
jundion, - but that'snot all ; for being in 
our Nature he became one with us 
2, Conjun@ione Legali,he was our Span» 
for or Surety, and (o in Law one perſon 
with us z his Stile is *yyv0s Na Hu, Surety 
of the covenant, Heb.7. 22. and the Cove- 
nant being mutual on both parts , from 
God to Man and from Man to God, he is 
in both reſpets a Surety of it; a Surety 
on God's part that his Promiſes ſhould be 
rmed tous, and a Surety on our parts 
that our Debts ſhould be paid to God. We 
were double Debtors to God.; as Rational 
Creatures we owed perfet Obedience, 
and as Sinful Creatures we owed eternal 
Sufferings 3 the firſt is a debt to God's 
Holineſs, and the ſecond to his Juſtice. 
Now Jeſus Chriſt was our Surety for both, 
a Surety to fulfil all Righteouſneſs for us, 
and the Fidejufforial Bond which he gave 
for this was his Circumciſion ; for he had 
no ſinful fleſh to be cut off, but would be- 
come «4 debtor to the whole Law for us; and 
O 3 in 
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in Circumciſion he ſigned ſecurity for-it 
with his own Blood : and alſo a Surety tg 


- __ take our Sins on him. Hence the Righte» 


ous'God (who cannot but judge accard- 
1ngto truth) charged ovr iniquities upon 
him, Iſai. 53: 6. and he as our Surety ac» 
cepted the charge, and thaſe words, ay 
fins are not hid from thee, Pſal. 69.5. are (as 
> rom thinks)ſpoken ex perſons —_ 

rhe was though not comerfſor, 4 
roles. our Br BEA 
was ken into his Divine Pezſon, and.our 
Sins (which [could by no means enter 
there) were yet caſt upon him, and being 
caſt';upon him , God iexatted daticfachy 
on of him, : MW NVP OM: #ranas exatted 
auth he anfwered, Tſai. 53.' 71 banfadiron 
Was exated. from him as'enr Surety, add 
'he-anfwered'for us ; and what was his :An- 
fver? Why, Tie lay down my- Lite, The 
_ my- Soul, faith he'z!let al the 

rath dueto thoſe Sinsbe ſqueezed into 


.one Cup and 1'le drink it upto the bot- | 


tom; let the Fire of God's Anger drop 
down from Heaven, and Vie: be the Pa» 
{chal Lambroaſted in it. Thus Jeſus 'Chritt 
was a Surety, nay. «i.e, thenobleft of 
Suretics,puttinghis Soul 1wour Souls ſtead, 
to bear our Sins and God's Wrathz _ 

or 
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in Naturethat he might' be one witly ns 
in Law too. CBut neither is rhis- af, for 
both theſe Conjunctions ate crowned with 
a third, and ſo he 18 one with us" - * 

34 Confuntrione Ayſtict , Chrift is the 
-_— y. 6 urch-is/ the Bod 2 00d 

h together make up one myſtical C 
x Cor, 1K. 12, the Head: n Rn and ” 
Body on Earth 3 and the ſpiritual Conti- 
nity between both is one 'and the ſame 
holy Spirit, which is on the Head without 
meaſure, and on the Members according 
to meaſure, If the Jew ask us where is 
Chriſt? wecantruly anſwer, He 15 at the 
right hand of God in Heavenjz and on 
Earth, loe here is Chriſt and there is Chriſt 
living and breathing in his 'Saints 3 every 
Saint is a piece of him,” and all togethe 
are his fulneſs, Eph. 1.23. ſo that he doth 
not count himſelf complete'without then, 
This Conjundtion is fo near and full of 
ſpiritual Senſe, that a poor Member can- 
not ſuffer on Earth, but inſtantly the Head 
in Heaven cries out of Perfecution, AF; 9. 
4- and even the ſuffering Member reckons 
himſelf fitting in Heaven, as long as his 
Head is there, ®ph. 2. 6. 

Thus our Redeemer comes very near 
O 4 untg 
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tous in a threefold ConjunQion, and 
n each Conjundction there is a rare Conde» 
{cention. In the firſt he came down into 
gur. Natures by a ſtupendious Incarnation, 
in the ſecond he came down into our Hell 
by a Fidejuſforial Paſſion, in the third he 
comes down into our Hearts by the Spirits 
Inhabitation 3. the firſt opens a way tothe 
ſecond, the ſecoud is the pircdaſs of the 
third; and the third, as\ia deſign, was a 
Motive to, and, as in exiſtence, is a Crown 
upon the Work of Redemption. 

4. Haying conſidered the Redeemer , 
] paſs on to the Pxzce 3 and here I ſhall re- 
duceall to three Queſtions. 

1- What this Price is ? 

2: What manger of Price it is? 

3. For whom it was paid? 

1. What this Price is ? and this is the 
Humane Nature of Chriſt, as ſubjected 
to the Law. When the Son of God came 
forth to redeem us, he was wade of 4 wo- 
man, made under the Law, to redeem us that 
were under the Law, Gah. 4. 4, 5. Made of 4 
Woman, there's his humane Nature 5 wade 
wnder the Law, there's his ſubjection to 
the Law, and the End ofall is our Redem- 
ption : Chriſt throwgh the eternal Spirit of- 

fered up kimeff to God,Heb.g.14. and that 
4 in 
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ina way fully anſwering the demands of 
the Law. The Law demanded of the Cap- 
tives two thingsz perfe& ObMience from 
them as rational Creatures, and penal Suf- 
fering from them as ſinful Creatures ; and 
Chriſt gave up his Humane Nature a price 
both ways, in doing and in ſuffering 3 he 
ave himſelf, that is, his A ature 
or us «rr offering and a ſacrifice, Eph.$.2.an 
Offering {6 Year yn A 
Sacrifice in his Paſhive, and both theſe to- 
ther were the entire Price of our Re» 
mption. 

1. Chriſt gave up himſelf in his Active 
Obedience. That holy thing, his humane 
Nature, as ſoon as it came out into the 
World, fell a breathing forth of Holineſs, 
burning with zeal for God, melting in 
compa overMen,bowing it ſelf down 
jn. miraculous rem>"j , and ina rape of 
love doing all theWill of God,even to the 
laſt gaſp upon- the Croſs. His thoughts 
were all births of Holineſs, his words 0- 
racles of Truth, his works a fulfilling all 
Righteouſneſs,and his meat and drink was 
to do his Father's Will : He aſcended up to 
the top or pinacle of the Moral Law in 
the ſweeteſt ſtrains of Love, and fetched 
about the breadth or vaſt compals of it in 
| the 
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the largeneſs of his Obedience, and paſ- 
ed dowa to the very hemm or border of it 
inthe low of his Humility. Rather 
than fail, he would be ſubje& to his own 
Creature, Zuk, 2.51, pay tribute to his 
own Subje&t, Metth. 17. 27. and walh 'his 
Diſciples feet with thoſe very hands which 
had al the power in Heaven and Earth in 
them, Joh. 13.3, 4,5. Nay, he ſtooped 
down as low as the fringe of the Ceremo- 
nial Law ; his (inleſs fleſh was circumciſed, 
Lavke 2. 21. his holy Mother purified, Luk, 
2. 22, the true Paſleover kept the typical 
one, Matth, 26. 20,21. and fo obolientl 
ally ſtood under his own ſhadow. In eve- 
ry reſpett he was obedient unto death : 
His Obedience was a fair Commentary on 
the whole Law, written in glorious Cha- 
racers of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs afl 
his life long, and at hisdeath clafped and 
ſealed up with his precious Blood. Thus 
the Mandatory part of the' Law was an- 
ſwered ; now for the Minatory. 

2, He gave up himſelf in his paſſive 'o- 
bedience, he was in ſome ſence crucifyed 
in the womb, in that he was made of his 
creature 3 and coming forth into the 
world, -all his life was a perpetual paſſton. 
The Goſpel ſhews us the immenſe God in 
{wadling 
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(wading clonts, the builder of all things 
working as a Carpenter,the holy! one 
hurried np and down by a tempting Des 
vil, the: flier: of all things hungry, the 
fountain of living water thidty, the power 
of God weary, ' the eternal joy of the Fa+ 
ther weeping, you owner off all chings ex» 
treme T5 and not knowing where te 
lay his Gd in his own world, Thus as a 
man of ſorrows'he paties: oh .towards is 
Crofls 3 one of his own Apoſtles betrays 
mg him; another denying-him, the-reſt 
forſaking bim,. the» chief Prieſts bloodily 
conſpiring again(t him, fake witneſles un- 
juſtly accuſing-him, the tumultuous rabble 
crying out, erncify, erncify, and Pilate 
firſt confeſting his innocency, and then 
condemning his perſon, And now arriving 
at his Croſs, forrows break in upon every 
part, his head raked with thorns; his 
face beſmeared with fpittle, -his eyes af- 
flidded with the tears of friends; his eats 
filed with "the blaſphemies vf enemies, 
his lips of grace wet' with vinegar and 
gall, ' his'hands and feerrnailed to the 
Croſs; and his ſacred. body 'hanging be- 
tween thieves; racked and tortured to 
death in a Golcothe of ſtench and rotten- 
neſs. But all this js but the outſide of his 
Vi paſſionz 
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paſſion; at the ſame time hell was let looſe, 
and from thence_the Devils as fo _ 
roaring Lyons came with mouth to 
devaur him, and (which ent more ) 
Heaven _ over his __ = 
righteous God, as angry as our fins cou 
make him, fell « ſiting of bim, Iſai. 
$3-4- and {mote him i» bis Soul too, w 
10. and with ſmiting woxnded and bruiſed 
bim, verſe 5. the ſmart and anguiſh where- 
of was ſo great. that he was afraid, Hebr. 
$- 7. and his fear was ſo high, that he be- 
gan dd) puorav to faint ewey, and inIxucd- 
» to be ſore amazed, Mark 14.33. and 
in this amazement, the Eclipſe was fo 
dark, that he was me/Auroc ſurrounded 
with ſorrows even wnto death, verſe 34. and 
in this ſpiritual Siege, he falls a praying, 
Father if it be poſſable, let this cup paſs from 
me, nevertheleſs not as I will, but as thou 
wilt, Matth. 26. 39{ and 1 prayer he ſinks 
into an agnony, HisToulT became like that 
poor ſhip, that fell intoa place where two 
ſeas met, the fore-part ſticking faſt, and 
remaining. unmoveable, and the hinder» 
part broken. | with the vialence of the 
waves, A&s 27. 41. Even fo here were 
two [eas met, a fea of wrath ſtorming a- 
gaialt him as our Surety, anda ſea of loye 
breathing 
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breathing in. him after our Redemption:, 
His humane will as nature ſhrunk at the 
ſenſe of Gods wrath, but as reaſon it ſted- 
faſtly pointed at the work of our Salva» 
tion, Redemption ſtood faſt and unmoye-. 
able in his heart, yet the ſame heart 
( though without the leaſt ſpot of ſinful 
contrariety ) was broken with the waves 
of amazing horrors, and fo dreadful was 
this agony, that it caſt this grand Heroe 
C the ſtrength of all the Magtyrs) into a 
bloody ſweat, there fell from him great 
drops of blood, Luke 22. 44. The fins of 
the world aſcending up asa vaſtcloud be- 
fore Gods Tribunal, now came daſhin 
down upon him in an horrible tem 

of incomprehenſible wrath, and this 
makes. him cry, nay (as the Pſalmiſt hath 
it Pſal. 22.1. ) roar out upon the Croſs, My 
Go! my God ! Why haſt thou forſaken 
me? Mat.+27. 46.( One wou ve 
thought at the firſt bluſh, that the humane. 
nature had been dropt out of his divine 
perſon; but though that were not, yet 
the ſenſe of Gods favour was for a time 
ſuſpended from his humane nature, Never 
+ was ſorrow like to his ſorrow. In all the 
legal ſacrifices there was deſtru@io rei ob- 
late, and all thoſe deſtruttions were _ 
mM 
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med op in his faffermgs. As the corn he 
was breifed, as the wine and oil poured 
ont, asthe Lamb ſlain and rofted in the fire 
of Gods wrath, and as the ſcape-goat dri- 
ven into the diſmal wilderneſs of deſertion, 
He did as it were ſport in Creation; but 
in Redemption he rears ſuffers, bleeds 
and dyes. | 

Now his humane nature thus made un- 
der the Law, both in his active and paſ- 
ſive obedience, is the complete and inte- 

price of our Redemption; I ſay, botty 
in his ative and” paſſive obedience, for 
theſe were not fundred either in exiſtence 
or merit. 

1. Notin exiſtence ; for there was paſ 
flon in his actions, and ation in his paF- 
; flons : from firſt to laſt, his obedience 
was with ſuffering, and his ſuffering with 
obedience. There was paflton in his afti- 
ons 3 'twas a great ſuffering for the great 
Law-giver to be under the Law, for the 
Lord of the Sabbath to obſerve it. The 
nobleſt and pureſt piece of the Lawis the 
knowing and loving of God, and yet e- 
ven in that there was a great ſuffering 5 
for he who eternally knew the Father mn 
an infinity of light, now knew him as 1t 
were by candle-light in a finite _ 5 

e 
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he who eternally embraced the Father in 
an infinity of love, now loved him in the 
narrow compals of a finite will ; and theres 
fore even in theſe ixivort ravnv be expicd 
| Gimeſclf as the Apoltle (peaks, Phil. 2. 7. 
And on the other ſide, there was attion 
in his paſſion 3 his pathons - were with 
knowledge, he ſhut not his eyes when he 
drunk off the cup of wrath ; his paſſions 
were free-will offerings, Loe I come, faith 
he, to do thy will 0 God, Hebr. 10. 7. Gods 
will was, that he ſhould ſuffer, and his 
will runs before, and as it it were antict- 
pates his ſufferings, Loe, I come : nay, in 
his paſlage he breaks out TG ovviyouct, 
How am-1 ſtraitned till it be accompliſh 
ed ? Luke 12. 50.(He was as it were in 
pangs of forward obedience to be bap» 
tized in his own blood, and poſted'on to- 
wards an agony of wrath in an agony of 
love; and when he arrived at his extre- 
melt ſufferings, his ſignal willingneſs turn- 
ed his ſuffering into doing, and his Croſs 
into a triumphant Chariot, he trinmphed 
in it, faith the Apoſtle, Col. 2.15. _cven 
_ his obedience and love rode in tri- 
umph ; trrumphant obedience ſpread out 
his hands upon the Croſs, and trium- 
phant love opened his naked heart to the 
ns 
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wrath of God. His Soul was not ſnatched 
away but poxred ont, I/ai. 53. 12. his life 
was not meerly taken away, but laid down, 
Jeh.10.18. He was willing to be forſaken 
of God himſelf for a time, that thereby he 
might fulfil the will of God:and before the 
fire of Gods wrath conld fall on him, he 
was all ina flame with his own love. Thus 
the ative and-paffive obedience of Chriſt 
were not ſevered in their exiſtence 3 but 
like his ſeamleſs coat were interwoven 
from the top throughout even to his laſt 
gaſp upon the Croſs. ' 

2. Neither were theſe ſevered in merit; 
Chriſt is not ſo to be divided as if his ſuf- 
ferings apart by themſelves were the price 
of Remiſtion, and his righteouſneſs apart 
by it ſelf the price of Glory. If the ative 
obedience of Chriſt apart make us per- 
featly righteous, where is the glory of the 
paſhve ? if the paſhve obedience of Chriſt 
apart purchaſe all for us, where is the 
glory of the ative > But if both roge- 
ther make up the total ſum, the glory of 
both is preſerved. Our Redeemer was 
made under the Law that he might re» 
deem us; now as he was under the whole 
Law as to the command, and as to the 
curſe of it, ſo his ative and paſhve obe» 
dicace 
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dience.adequately anſiycring both, is the 
entire price of our Redemption.” . _ .- 
But here Iamobviated by 2 Objedions. 
I, p Saith the Socinian, there is go, price 
at al | 
2. Say ſome of our Divines, the pa al- 
five obedience of Chriſt, is all, the PUCK, 
and the aftive no part at allof it, 
Ax to the firſt, I ſhall not need-{pend 
many worgs about it,; becauſe the, Scris 
pture is {0 Pregnant uy it, WY efonrh, TUNGs 


ye are bought ey a price Bhi 
1 Cor. 6..20. and this rice S, Peter 


tells us ) 1s not corr vpH þ 6 98 as Fi 
and Gold, but the preciows blood, of, 4 Chriſt 

I Pet. I. 12, 19. a tranſcendent PRICE. 2 
to purchale; as much, .nay tar more, 1 = 
ſpiritual 1orld, ay ilyer and gold £9 
in the material; and, tis not ens 

of emption, but of Kelomiprion 6 
gave his life, AoTez!, @ price of Redemption, 
Matth, 20..28. and which 1s MALE. Elie 
phatical,,, he ; gave, him(clt eVTINUT Cat, 4 
connterprice, of Redemption, 1 Tit, \ 6, 
doing and ſuffering 1 in, the, raom of poor 
captives z, and this prige was paid ihto t the 
right hand, 121%, into Gods, Eph, hoc: 
and hence ſues out, «Tore; pr 
Mae the PUge: doors are opened, 

| a 
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and rhe poor x © may go out Grms 
— free indeed, John 8. 36. That 
then there isa price is as clear inScripture, 
as if it were written with a Sun-beam ; 
But yet the Socinian ſhuts his eyes,” and 
Racoo, Ca- CTYES Out, all is but a Metaphor. 
eeeb, demer- God redeemed (faith he ) Ir act 
wer. out of Egypt, and Moſes is called 
AurgoTys, As 7.35. and yet there was no 
priceat all paid. But las! thatever ſuch 
vain cotiſequences ſhould drop from the 
maſdartel Reaſon ; Redemption in ſome 
Scriptures is metaphorical, therefore 'tis ſo 
inall; Moſes was but a naked deliverer , 
therefore Chriſt is not a proper Redeemer; 
Moſer's Redemption was a Redemption by 
power only, therefore Chiſts Redemption 
is no Redemption by pricez Redemption 
out ofthe hands of an unjuſt Pharaoh was 
without price, therefore Redemption our 
of the Hands of a righteousGod was ſo too, 
Bur on'the other fide how cogent is the ar- 
gumient'? If 1oſes paying down'no price 
was biit a naked deliverer, then Chriſt 
paying down one was 4 proper Redeem- 
wb [ believe that to be ape a. Meta- 
rical Redemption, becauſe the Scri 
enres ſpeak of no Price paid for the me; 
par# ratione I mult believe this to be a 


proper 
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proper Redemption, becauſe the Scriptures 
cell us of a Price. If there muſt be Power 
to redeem a Captive from humane Oppreſ- 
fion, ſurely theremuſt -be a Price to re- 
deem him from divine Juſtice, We were 
all as Captives locked up under the 
Curſe of the Law and Wrath of God.,and 
Chriſt was Avredlys and AvTe vv, both a Re- 
deemer and a Ranſom for us : Wherefore 
concluding that there waz aPrice,Ipaſs on; 

2. Astothe ſecond Objedtion, I con- 
ceive that the Attive and Paſhve Obedi- 
*ence of Chriſt do both together make up 
the perfect Price of our Redemption; I. 
ay, both together. The Adive is part of 
the Sum: And this I ſhall denionſtrate 

1. Ingeneral by thoſe Scriptures which 
ſet out theManagery of Redemption.Long 
before our Saviour Chriſt came about it, 
the Father calls him hrs ſervant, 1/ai.42.1. 
and one part of his ſervice was his Active 
Obedience; nd juſt at his entrance into 
the World he expretles himſelf, Loe I come 
to do thy will, 0 God, Heb. 10. 7. He came 
in his Incarnation, his errand was Redem- 
ption,and theway to compals it was by do- 
ing God's Will, and that he did partly in 
his Active Obedience;being come, his (tate 
ws ſubjeftion, he was made under the Law 
P 2 to 
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toredeem w#, Gal. 414.5; His humane Na- 
ture was ſo far a Price as 'twas made under 
the Law in part as to his Adtive Obedi- 
ence ; this being his ſtate, his. car was 
bored,Pſal.40.6.which the Apoſtle renders, 
a body was prepared, Heb.10.5. His humane 
Nature was ( as I may ſo fay)all Ear to the 
Commands of God, among which one was 
.that he ſhould fulfil Active Obeditencethis 
Obedience he fulfilled all along even unto 
Death, nay, and in Death: and by this 
entire Obedience accompliſhed in doing 
and ſuffering weare made righteous, Rom. 
5.19. and ſo righteous, that the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Law is fulfilled in us, Rom. 8. 4. 
and fo fulfilled, that the Law bath its end, 
Rom.10.4. and this ſo accurately, that one 
Jot of tittle doth not paſs from the Law but 
all ir fulfilled, Matth. 5.18; In all which 
| leries of Scriptures his Active Obedience 
concurrs as part of the Price. 

2. In particular, I evincethis Truth by 
three Reaſons. 

x. Becauſe he fulhlled his Active Obes 
dicnce not merely for himſelf, but main+ 
ly for us ; he wasour Surety, and fo re- 
ceived the Obligation of Obedience on 
himſelf; Hence he would be baptized, be- 
caulc it was 7: n1g7%,i8 became him 40 fulfil 

| all 
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al righteouſneſs, Mat.3.15. it became him, 
not as for himſelf, for he was the ſpotleſs 
Lamb, and needed no Baptiſm at all, he 
could baptize with the holy Ghoſt, and 
needed no Water-baptiſm ; but it begame 
him as our Surety, to be ſubje&t to Gods 
command even in this. And ſo in all o- 
ther his Active Obedience : For the imple- 
tion of the Law was by God tranſlated 
_ him : What the Law could not do in 
that it was weak through the fleſh, God ſend- 
ing his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 
* and for ſin condemned ſin in the fleſh,that the 
righteouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled in 
us, Rom.8.3,z. Here all the Obligations 
of the Law are calt upon Chriſt as our 
Surety 5 we could not fatisfic for our fins, 
Chriſt did it 5 we could not fulhl Righte- 
ouſneſs, Chriſt did it. But you'l (ay, this 
place only coacerns his Paſlive Obedt- 
ence 3 for it ſpeaks of condenming Sin, and 
that wasdone in his Paſſive only. I an- 
{wer, that this place extends to all Chrilts 
Obedience, Adive as well as Paſſive, and 
this ſeems clear by the firſt and laſt paxrt 
- of the words compared together : the tir(t 
are, Whatthe Law could not do in that 
it was weak through the fleih 3 and avhat 
was that? Could it not curſe the Sinnep ? 
P 2 Yes 


214 Of the Work of Redemption. 
Yes undoubtedly ; And here the fleſh, that 
1s, Sin was the (trength of the Law ; bur 
for want of perfett Obedience, it could 
not give life, Gal. 3.21. and here the fleth, 
that p, Sin was the weakneſs of the Law. 
Now Chriſt (the Power of God) came to 
ſupply this weakneſs : but how doth he 
doit? Thelatter words tell us, Sin was 
condemned in his fleſh, that is, his humane 
Nature; and it was condemned there not 
only by his Paſſive Obedience, but by his 
Active too. Every Ac thereof did as it 
were fit in judgment on Sin z even as eve- 
ry knock of Noah on the Ark condemned 
the old World: Sin was fo condemned , 
that Staloua T8 16us, the righteonſneſs of 
the Law is fulfilled in us, the Law hath-its 
u——_—_ one whereof is perfeCt 
Obedience ; the righteouſneſs of the Law 
1s fulfilled in us, that is, for us, in our ſtead 
and room : Wherefore Chriſt's Ative O- 
bedience being fidejuſlorial and on our 
behalf,muſt needs be part of the Price. But 
you'l ſay, Chriſt's Active Obedience was 
not fdejuſloria), for it was the debt of his 
humane Nature, as a rational Creature; ' 
and therefore being due as for himſelf, it 
could not be paid down as for us, I an- 
fwer.thatChriſt's humane Nature was but a 
Ee Crea- 
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Creature,and ſo its Will could not 

be ſupreme, but indiſpenſably ſubject to the 

Will of God ;z yet nevertheleſs his Active 

Obedience was paid down for us, and was 
of the Price 3; and this will appear 

if we view itin theſe four particulars. 

I. Asto the Spring of it, 'twas free- 
dom, his humane Nature was neceſlarily 
ſubje@ to the Will of Gad, but it was free- 
ly aflumed into the Perſon of God ; Chriſt 
as Man was bound to the Law, but as God 
was not bound to become Man. As he 
freely took a Body with its circumſcriptive 
dimenſions, ſo he freely took a Soul with 
thoſe legal Obligations, which are as it 
were the moral Circumſcriptions of it ; he 
freely aſſumed the Humanity, and with it 
all incident Duty. 

2. Asto the Circumſtances of it, *twas 
unobliged. Chriſt- was bound by the 
Law as Man ; but he was not bound to 
perform it in ſuch a debaſed manner, for 
ſuch a ſpace of Time, in ſuch a place as 
Earth, unleſs as our Surety ; for he might 
have carried up the humane Nature 1n- 
to Heaven in the firſt inſtant of its Af- 
ſumption. 

3. Astothe end of it, 'twas for us, it 
points at the ſame end with the humane 
P 4 Nature 
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Nature to which it was incident : As. he 
was-made Man for us; to w 4 Sor is bory, 
I/ai, 9,6. ſo his Active Obedience was for 
us. Hence the Apoſtle joins both theſe 
together 3 he was made of a woman, made 
wnder the Law, and then ſuperadds as the 
end common to both , that he might re- 
deem us, Gal.4.4.5. 


4<As to the Value of it 'twas infinite 5 
a finite Righteouſneſs may ſerve for its 


ſingle performer, but Chriſt's Righteoul- 
neſs ſtamped with his Deity amounts to 
an infinite Sum, enough for himſelf and a 
World belides. Hence the' very ſame 
Righteouſneſs is Chriſt's, Rox. 5. 18. and 
ors too, 1 Cor. 1. 30; St. Bernard (weertly 

| expreſles it. Domine, memo- 
5A ae > Juſtitie tug ſolins,ipſa 
= eſt emi &* mea , nempe fa- 
Gus es mihi tu juititia a Deo 5 minquid mi- 
hi verendum, ne non una ambobus ſufficiat 2 
Non eft pallium breve, quod non poiſut ope+ 
rire duos; Juſtitia tua in tternum, me & 
te pariter operiet, quia largiter larga & &- 
terna Jaſtitia. To ſum up all in one word 3 
thoughChriſt as Man were under the Law, 
= his active Obedience performed inan 

umane Nature freely afllumed, and in a 
way asto thar Nature unobliged period- 


ing 
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ing ih our Redemption, and elevated into 
a kind of Infinity by his Deity, was paid 
down for us, and was part of the Price. 

2. Becauſe Chriſt's whole Obedience, 
Active as well as Paſlive, being fulfilled 
for us makes us righteous before God : fa- 
mouy is that place, Kom.5. 19.. As by one 
mans diſobedience many were made ſonner 553 
fo by the obedience of one ſhall many be made 
righteous. But you'l ſay, the Pathve Q- 
bedience is only meant there; but if ſo, 
why doth the Apoſtle oppoſe it to Adam's 
Actual Diſobedience? and why doth he 
ſay Obedience in general ? and when 
be ſays ſo, who. may pare off ought, 
and ſay, it was not all but fome ? 
Why doth he call it Chriſt's righteonſ- 
neſs, Ver. 18? and where are his 
Suftcrings alone ſo (tiled in Scripture? or 
what is lo properly ſuch as his Attive O- 
bedience ? Nay further, he ſpeaks of ſuch 
a Righteouſnel as brings juſtification of 
life, Ver. 18. The Promiſe of lite was, Do 
this and live, and Chriſt's Active Obedr- 
ence fully anſwered the terms of it; where- 
fore Chriſt's Aftive Obedience is within 
this Text, and jointly with the Patlive 
makes us righteous, and conſequently is 
part of the Price, But here it will be ob- 
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jected, That if Chriſt obeyed the Law 
for us, ſo as to make us righteous, then we 
need not obey it in our own Perſons : 
To which I anſwer two things. 

1. This Argument preſles as much uv 
on thoſe that are for his Paſſive Obedi- 
ence only, .as upon thoſe that are for his 
Adtve alſo 3 for they aflert that the Paſ- 
fivealone purges away all fin, as well of 
Omifſion as Commiſſion, and conſequent- 
ly makes usas Righteous before God, asif 
we had done all and omitted nothing z 
and then by their Principles, what need 
we obey in our own perſons ? 'But 

2. That Chriſt obeyed for us,and there- 
fore we need not obey, is as vain a Con- 
ſequence as to ſay, Chriſt died for us, and 
therefore we ſhould not die, But the dif- 
ferent Ends reconcile all : Chriſt died 
that there might be Satisfation for Sin 
as to the Guilr of it, and we die that there 
may be a Deſtruction of Sin as to the Be- 
ing of it : Alſo Chriſt obeyed that our 
nan might be effeFed, and we 0+ 

ey that our Sandtification may be pro- 
moted ; Chriſt obeyed that we might 
reign in life, and we obey that we may be 
more and more meet for it. Nay, Chriſt 
obeyed that we might obey 3 for one _ 
0 
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of Redemption was, that we might bee 
peculiar people zealous of good wo Tit.2, 
14- and we obey that his Obedience may 
not be in vain as to us ; for he is the author 
of eternal redemption to them that obey him, 
Heb. 5.9. Henceit appears that Chriſt's 
Obedience and ours may as well conſiſt 
together as Juſtification and Santification, 
Lite and the way to it, Redemption and 
the fruit thereof. 

3. Becauſe the Price of our Redempti- 
on isathing of ſuperexcellent fulncſs and 
ſuperimaginable glory, redeeming Cap» 
tives in a way completive and pertective 
of the Law broken by them. Do we make 
void the Law by Faith, or by its Object 
our Redeemer and Redemption ? Nay, we 
eſtabliſh the Law, Rom. 3.31. When Man 
was in Innocency, the Royal Law fatein 
Glory commanding upon its Throne, hold- 
ing forth in its right hand a Crown of Life 
in the Promiſe, and in its left a Sword of 
Vengeaneein the Threatning : But when 
Monſtrous Sin entred into the World, the 
very Throne of the Law ſeemed to (hake, 
and.the Crown in its right hand to wi- 
ther, only the Sword was glittering and 
fiery inthe left, the Minatory part ofthe 
Law ſtood faſt captivating and curſing the 
Sianer 5 
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Sinner ; but the 'Mandatory and Promit- 
ſory parts thereof fell a trembling and 
ſtaggering, 2s if their natural and prima- 
ry End, viz. perfect Obedience and all the 
enſuing Bliſs were utterly loſt. Now Je- 
ſus Chriſt our wonderful Redeemer re- 
deemed us in ſuch a way as that he eſta- 
bliſhed the Law in every reſpet& ; by his 
Active Obedience he faſtened and new- 
pinned the very Throne of the Law, and 
made the old Promiſe to bud again with 
Life 3 and in his Paſſive Obedience the 
fiery Sword of God's wrath did awake 4+ 
gainſt him , Zach, 13. 7. and ſmote and 
wounded him for our iniquitiesz he paid 
down his humane Nature in doing and 
ſuffering, and what could the Law deſire 
of him more? Thus Jeſus Chriſt became 
the end, the fulneſs, the perfeFion of the 
Law, Rom. 10.4. But if the Paſſive Obe- 
dience of Chriſt be only the Price, then 
indeed the Curſe or Wrath, which is in 
the left hand of the Law,and which comes 
accidentally by fin, is ſatisfied : But where 
1s the primary and natural end of theLaw? 
Where is that perfect Obedience which is 
in the right hand and right eye of the Law? 
You! ſay, 'tis in the Perſon of Chriſt our 
Redeemer : But how is it there? the A- 
| poltle 
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poltle ſays, that Chriſt is the end of the 
Law to the believer ; now if it be there 
only perſonally as for himſelf, then asto 
that he is the end. of the Law only for 
himſelf; but if it be there alſo fidejuflori- 
ally as for us, then 'tis part of the Price, 
and fo he is the end of the Law to us al- 
ſo. But you'l reply, that though Chriſt's 
Active Obedience be no part of the Price, 
yet his Paſhive ſufhces ; Br that takes a- 
way Sin and Death from us, and Sia bei 

removed , Righteouſneſs follows , wn 
Death being removed; Life follows 3 and 
ſo the Law hath its cnd. I anſwer ; I might 
deny theſe conſequences, for 4dam in ln» 
nocency was free from Sin and Death, yet 
in that ſtate had neither all the Righte- 
ouſneſs performable, nor all the Life. at- 
tainable by him. But if I admit, that 
upon the remotion of Sin and Death Righ- 
teouſneſs and Life- do follow, yet theſe 
may follow from Chriſt's whole Obedi- 
ence as their total Principle, and not only 
from the Paſhve. If they follow from the 
Paſlive only, the Glory of Redemption 
is much darkned; for who ſees not that 
the Law 1s not, nor cannot be fo com» 
pletely accompliſhed by the mere Suffer- 
4ngs of Chriſt, as if over and beſides Noe 
ne 
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he alſo performed perfe&t Obedience for 
us? Who ſees not more Glory ſhining out 
when perfect, Righteouſneſs is a part of 
the Price, than if it be only an effe& 
thereof iſſuing by conſequential reſult- 
ance from the remotion of Sin > Where- 
fore the Meſſzah is ſet out to us in the Pro» 
phet not only as making an end of fin, but 
as bringing in everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan. 
9. 24. and in the Evangeliſt, not only as 
giving his life, but as fulfilling all righte- 
ouſneſs, Matth, 4, 15. and inthe Apoſtle, 
not only as 4d fir, but as made righte- 
onſneſs too, 1 Cor. 1.30. and thus the Law 
hath its perfe& accompliſhment by our 
Redeemer. Wherefore concluding that 
the humane Nature of Chriſt paid down 
in his Aﬀive and Paſſive Obedience is 

the entire and integral price of our Re- 

demption, I paſs on to the fecond £xere 

2. What manner of Price this is > and 
thisT ſhall open in three things. 

1. 'Tisa Price Redemptivefrom Evil. 

2, 'Tisa Price Procurative of Good. 

3. Tis a Price Sufficient for both. 

I. "Tis a Price Redemprive from Evil, 
even from all the evils of out Captivity, 
viz. the Chains of Sin, the bloody Jaylor 

Satan, and the Prifon of Wrath 3 out 
| great 


tRedeemer by laying down this price 
Farh broke off rhe Chains venyullhed the 
Jaylor,and opened the Priſon-doors for us 
only here is an obſervable difference : for 

1. Asto the Guilt of Sin and the Wrath 
of God this Price is redemptive in a more 
immediate way by it felf. 

2. Asto the ſtain of Sin, the power of 
Sin, and the tyranny of Satan, this Price is 
redemptive 1n a. conſequential way by 
procuring the holy Spirit for us, 

I. This Price is Redemprive from the 
Guilt of Sin and Wrath of God; and this 
in a more immediate way by it ſelf. Now 
albeit the entire Price concurr herein, . yet 
becauſe as to this there is a ſpecial relucen- 
cy in ſome parts thereof, I ſhall only infift 
on five things, vis. 

1. Our Sins were laid upon Chriſt. 

2. He ſuffered the fame puniſhment (for 
the main) that was due for thefe Sins. 

3. He ſuffered it in our ſtead. 

4. Suffering in our ſtead ,' he ſatisfied 
God's Vindictive Juſtice and Minatory 
Law. 

5. Theſe ſatisfied, God is reconciled. 

1. Our ſins were laid upon Chrilt. 
Whileſt the Chains are upon the Captive, 
Captivity is unavoidable z whileſt Sin is 
on 
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on the Sinner; Redemption is impoſlible ; 
God therefore gave Sin a remove from 
its proper Ubi, I will remove iniquity in 
one day, (aith he, Zech. 3.5. that 1s, 1a the 
day of the Melſzah,Ver.8, But how far will 
he remoyve.it 2 The Pſalmilt tells us, as fer 
as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, Pal. IO03, 1.2, 
and fo he did, he removed it from us,who 
were iu oceaſu Adami, as far as Chriſt, who 
1s oriens Sol Juſtitiez by this remove all 
our ſins met upon bim,as the Prophet ſpeaks 
Tſai.5 3.6. Never ſuch a concourſe of Sins 
as here, Sins of all weights, Pence and Tay 
lents 3 Sins of all magnitudes, Gnats and 
Camels; Sins of various degrees, Frailties 
and Preſumptions 3 Sins of vaſt diſtances 
as far remote in place as the parts and 
quarters of the Earth, and in time as the 
Morning and Evening of the World met 
all together upon him ; he is the Lamb of 
God that takes or bears away the ſin of the 
world, Joh;1.29.he faith not Sins, but Sin 3 
becauſe all the Sins of the World were as 
it were made up into one burthen, and ſo 
laid upon him. Sins paſt were preſent to 
him 3 for there was a Tgio15, 4 Trapſmiſſts 
on of them unto him, Koxe. 3. 25. there 
was indeed an «tis, 4 Remiſſron, as to the 
faithful, but a 7/2515, a Tranſmiſtion my 
- IC 


of the Work of Redemption, 425 
the Surety ; Sins future were all - one to 
him as if already exiſtent, all our Sins met 
upon him. Hence he cries out, its 
quities have taken hold upon me, Iſal. 40. 
12, My iniquities, a ſtrange word to-drop 
from the holy one of God; but the A- 
poltle clears it, (Cod made him for ns to be 
ſin, 2 Cor.5.21. there Was no o1n 10 him by 
Inheſion, but God made him Sin by Im- 
putation 3 not only a Sacrifice for Sin 
(which yet includes that imputation') but 
Sin it ſelf: the double Antithefis in the 
Text carries it this way 3 he was made 
that Sin he knew not, and that was Sin it 
ſelfz he was made: that Sin which is op- 
lite to Righteouſneſs, and that was Sin tt 
ſelf. Hence Luther brings in the Father 
caſting all our Sins on him with theſe 
words; Tu ſos Petrus.illce nega- | 
tor, Paulus ille perſecutor, Da» ©: *n Gala, 
vid ille aaulter, peccator ille EY 
in paradiſo,latro ille in cruce perſona illa que 
fecerit omnium hominux peccate,all our ſins 
were imputed unto him, But you'l ſay, 
How can theſe things be 2 Can the righ- 
reous God, who judges according to 
truth, impate Sin to his holy one Ca 
{wer z As thereare 1n the Apoſtle two di- 
ſtint Comings of Chriſt 3 1a the firſt he 
br Q, bore 
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bore; owr ſins , in the ſecond be appears 
nuels 4liac, without ſin, Heb. 9.28. So 
in his firſt coming he ſuſteined two diſtin 
perſons, his own and ours : as he wasin his 
own perſon, he was without fin 5 but as 
he was our Surety and ſuſteined our per- 
fons, ſoour Sins were imputed to him, and 
tmputed to him according to truth, becauſe 
he was ſuch. The holy One was righteouſly 
madefin, becauſe firſt he was a Surety for 
finnersz a World of Sins was juſtly caſt on 
the innocent Lamb.becauſe he ſtood in the 
room ofaWorld of finners.1n ealeme perſona 
Chriſti(laith Luther ) congredinntur illa duo, 
ſummum &- maximum peccatum, & ſumma 
&- maxima juſtitia ; this is one of the won- 
ders in Theology. Reaſon and Philoſo- 
phy can ſhew Sin in the ſinner, but the ſub- 
Iimer Goſpel ſhews Sin on a ſpotleſs Lamb) 
here darkneſs ſeized upon the Sun; here 
the abomination of iniquity flood where it 
ought not >, I lay, where it ought not, be- 
cauſe upon the holy place ; yet withal 
whereit ought, becauſe of an holy Im- 
putation. God can by no means clear the 
guilty, Exod.34.7.that is,the guilty remain» 
ing fuch, therefore he firſt tranſlated the 
guilt upon Chriſt, and then he Juſt es the 
angodly through him, Rom.4.5, Ohthe glo- 
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ry of the divine Will! Its Purity cannot 
but hate Sin, yet its Power removes 34s. 
Juſtice cannot but puniſhSip, yet its Mex» 
cy tran{lates it from the Surſher ,t0 the 
Surety, that it may be condemwed there 
where __ never committed,even in the 
| of Chriſt, Rom.8.3. 
# 2. NG oh being laid on him, he ſuf- 
fered the ſame pumithment ( for the main) 
that was due to us for them ; for how dath 
the Scripture expreſs the puniſhment of 
Sin? 'Tis death, Gen, 2.1 7. and he died for 
us 3 *tis the ſecond death, Rev, 20. 14+. Or 
death unto death, 2 Cor.2.16, and he ſuffer- 
ed deaths, 1/ai. 53. 9. not the death 
of the Body only , but all the deaths 
in moriendo morieris, as far as his holy 
Humanity was capable thereof ; 'tis wrath; 
Rom.1.18, and he was «wguro; 0 TAWyq G's 
4 man ſet in the ſtroke of Gods wrath, as:the 
Septnagint hath it, I/4i. 53. 4. tis 4 curſe, 
Dent. 27.26. and he was made a curſe, Gal, 
3. 13. not only a ceremonial but, a real 
Curſe, cven that which he redeems us 
from. Tx Chrifte( ſaith Luther } es peccatuns 
menm O-maleditum mem. ſen potius ego ſun 
peccatum tunm & malediGnm tuum; tis 
hell, Pjal.g.17. and he deſcended thither3 
though not by a local Motion, yet /by an 
Q 2 im- 
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 tmmenſe Paſſion, his Soul travelling under 
the wrath of God: He began to deſcend 
mto'HelF, wher he fiveat drops of Blood, 
and he deſcended yet further mto it when 
he cried out, My God, my God ! why hait 
thou forſaket me ?Fhere are two Eflentials 
of puniſhment in Hell , pena ſenſhs & 
pena damni, and he ſuffered both : when 
the fire of God's Wrath melted him into a 
bloody ſweat, there was pena ſenſu; and 
when the great m_ of God's Favour 
made him cry out of forlaking, there was 
penadammi.Chriſt ſuffered the ſame puniſh- 
ment (for the main) which we ſhould have 
ſuffered; the chief change was in the Per- 
ſon, the juſt ſuffering for the unjult, the 
Surety for the Smner. But you'l ſay, 
Chriſt did not ſuffer the ſame puniſhment, 
for he neither ſuffered eternal Death, nor 
yet the Worm of Conſcience, 

As to that of eternal Death anſwer by 
two Diſtinctions. 

I. [n eternal Death we muſt diſtinguiſh 
between the Immenſity of the Sutferings 
and the Duration ; the Immenfity is el- 
fential to it, but the Duration 1s but -rore 
#n Eſſe and accidental. Chrilt ſuffered e- 
ternal Death as to the Immenſity of his 
Sufferings, though not as to the _— 


. 
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of them 5 he paid dawn' the 5devr, as to 
Eſſentials of puniſhment; . and the $antun- 
dew as to the Accidentals.; what. was 
wanting in the Duration of his Sufferings, 
was more than ay, by the Dignt- 


ty of his Perſon {tor it was far more for 
God to ſuffer, for a moment, than for all 
Creatuzes to ſuffer to Eternity. 

2. We. muſt diſtinguiſh between pur 
niſhment as it ſtands jn the Law abſolute- 
ly, and. pupiſhment as it ſtands there in 
relation to a finite Creature, which cagy- 
not at once admit a puniſhment commens» 
ſurate to its offence ; and ſo mult ever fut- 
fer, becauſe it cannot ſatisfic to Eternity. 
.Puniſbment as it ſtands in the Law 
Jutely, 1sDeath 3 puniſhment as it ſtands 
there in relation to a hnite Creature,.is&- 
ternal Death : the firſt was really ſuffered 
by Chriſt, and the ſecond could not be 
juſtly exacted of him; for he paid down 
the whole ſum of Sufferings all at onge, 
and ſo ſwallowed up Death in victory. 

Asto that of the Worm ; I anſwer, the 
Worm attends not Sin imputed but Sin 1n- 
herent, 'tis bred out of the putrefattion 
of Conſcience, and that putrefattiqn 1s 
from the in-being of Sin. Now -Chrilt 
being withot ſpot , ſuffered puniſhment 

Q, 3 not 
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not4s it follows Sin inherent, but as.it fol» 
fows Sin-imputed ;z'-and. ſo he ſuffered the 
ſarie puniſhment (for the main)as was due 
£9-Us, * | 
z:*Chriſt ſuffered this -puniſhment in 
our Tread, he died vie nuay, for us,Rom.5\ 
8.and which is more emphatical,oi raMay, 
in ſtead of many; Matth. 20.28. the Part 
cle veg doth ſometimes in Scripture lagnt- 
he only the utihty or benefit of another, 
but «Ti properly imports a'Subrogation 
o#-8ublticution6f one in the Roomof ar 
OtHef 5 and (6 Chriſt as our Sarety died 
mW ow roomor ſtead. Henee*the Apoſtle 
ares thus; Tf ome died for all, kb of an{v- 
mig dimttavor, they al died; 2 Cor;$.15, all 
Gicd 1 the ?death 'of one,! in-as:imuch as 
"Hitit-one died as'the Surety of al}, Hence 
ur Bins were tonrdemned'1n B38. fleſh, Rom. 
8. 4/'and 6 condemned-''there' ,- that 
'tipon Goſpel rermsrhey are remicted'to us, 
But unlcls he had ſtood m our room, di- 
vin&'Juſtice could neither have. aUjudged 
ray to puniſhment, nor yet haveadmirted 
us to an abſolution from Sin, - © 
4 Suffering thus in ourſtead, he fatis- 
* Hed both God's vmdidtive Juſtice and mi- 
natory Law, | 
r. He fatisfied God's vindit iye Lo 
Go 


— 
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God isa righteous God, a God that lov. 
. eth righteouſneſs and hateth iniquity; nay, 
he ſo perfetly harethit, that li, pure"eyes 
cannot look npon it ; and his righteous 
hands cannot but puniſh it, he will by no 
means clear the guilty, Exod. 34. 7. not un- 
les his Juſtice be ſatisfied, for he is « righte» 
ons judge, 2 Tim, 4.8. {o righteous,that he 
cannot but do right, Gen, 18. 25. his judg- 
ment is righteous judement, Rom.3.8.'and 
every ſin muſt have 2 righteous recompenſe, 
Heb.2.2. and no wonder, for Sin is an hor- 
rible Ataxy, and God will not inordine- 
tnm dimittere; the ſubjeftion of a ratio- 
nal Creature to its Creator is indiſpenſa- 
ble. God whileſt God muft be above, 
and the Creature whileſt a Creature be- 
low; and this dependance fo far as it is 
broken off by Sin, muſt be'falved up by 
puniſhment, or elſe God loſes his domt- 
nion over his Creature. This is that which 
the Apoſtle calls tholvue'iBrs, the righte- 
onſneſs of God, Rom. 1. J2. and this 18 fo 
naturally tm him, that the 'very Heathens 
knew'it by the light of Nature, The Vir 
per upon Pars hand made the Batbart- 
ans cty out of a fixa, AZFs 28.4; Now 
what doth this vindiQive Juſtice require ? 
Not preciſely that the Sinner himtelf 
Q, 4 ſhould 
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ſhould be puniſhed, for then Redemption 
ſhquld be -impotſhble ; but that the Sin 
ſhould be puniſhed,and fo jt was in Chriſt; 
he for our debt was caſt into Priſon, and 
paid every farthing of it, The damned 
1a Hell pay a littleand a little, and can 
never ſatishe, but he paid down the total 
ſum of Suferings all at oncez they are al- 
ways {triving with God's wrath, but he 
wraſtled wich it and prevailed :. Hence in 
T1/ai. 49. Ver. 34 he 1s called Iſrael 2a Prince 
with God, His Suffcrings were ſo ſatisfa+ 
tory. to divine Juſtice, that the pains of 
death could not hold him, As 2.24. ncither 
could the Priſon of Wrath detain him, 
1/ai.53.83., and all becaufe there was «ToAv- 
TeWis Da Cowan, a redemption of tranſ- 
greons, Heb:;9.15, that is, a compenſation 
or latisfaction made to divine Juſtice for 
them. go to my Father (faith. he) and ye 
ſhall jee me no more, Joh.1 6.10. Juſtice did 
not ſtop, him 4 his paſſage to Heaven; 
neither did his Father ſend him back a- 
gain to mend his wark. You (hall ſee me 
no- more , nq more bleeding under the 
bu then of Sin,.no more paying down 
ſufferings to divine Juſtice, for. all's diCſ- 
SY ; and to aflure us of it, God who 
reteived the ſum, pawns Heaven and 
Earth , 
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Earth in mortgage that he will forgive our 
Sins without nkarthar ſatisfaction, Fer, 
31-34,35:36-. By all whictvit appears that 


uſtice was fully ſatisfied. 

But here'twill be objeRed, That the inno« 
cent ſhould ſuffer for the nocent 1s oor lng 
& that which is ſuch cannot (atisfieJuſtice. 

I anſwer 3 'Tis -uoju(t.if the innocent 
ſuffer compullarily , but not.if he ſuffer 
freely ; 'tis- unjuſt if che 3nnocent .fiak 
under his ſufferings, but not if he be able 
to bear them 5 *tis unjuſt if there be no 
good in his ſufferings commenſurate tothe 
evil, but not if the evil. be. exceeded by 
the ſubſequent good 'tis unjuſt if the ins 
nocent ſtand in no relation to: the nocent 
for whom he ſuffers, but. not if he ſtand 
in relation to him. Suppole a natural xe+ 
lation 3 $ax/'s Sons were hanged up for 
$awl's (1ns,/ ,2, $4#9:21.9, Suppole a politi- 
cal relation 3 ſeventy thouſand: fall for 
David's (1n,2 Sam.24.15.which makes him 
cry out, Lo! I have ſinned, but theſe ſheep 
_ have they done £ Suppoſe a volunta» 
ry relation; Sureties muſt pay for their 
Principals; and that not only in Money» 
matters but in, Capital puniſhments : thus 
the «yozg engaged life. for life, whic 
the Apoſtle ſeems to infiguate in that. ,p 
ſage, 
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ſage ; Peradvtrtnre for 4 good man ſore 
would even dare to die, Rom.5.7; and why 
then may not Chriſt who by all theſe ways 
15 conjoin'd to us,naturally as a Man, legal- 
ty as a Surety, and myſtically/as a Head, 
juitly ſuffer for us ? Eſpecially ſeeing there 
was free Ation tn his Paſhon, victorious 

Strength under his Burthen, and the penal 
Evil' crowned 'by fuch a grand Good as 
Redemption is, why may hot he juſtly 
faffer for us ? The Scriptures are poſitive 
in it, Chrift died for the ungodly, Rome. 5. 6: 
the juit for the unjuſt, 1 Pet. 2. 18. and one 
for all, 2 Cor, 5.14. Wherefore if humane 
Reaſon will not ſubſcribe, it fights againſt 
God himſelf. * _ 

2, He fatisfed the Minatory Law ; for 
thists 'no other thim the voice of vindi- 
ave Juſtice uttering Death and a Curſe 
againſt Sinners, and to ſatishe this he died 
and died an accurſed Death intheir room. 
But you'l ſay,' though hedied for us, yet 
the Law is not fatished, becauſe it requires 
that the' Sinner "himſelf ſhould die, thou 
ſhalt die the death, Gen. 2.17. and curſed is 
he that doth not all the words of this Law, 
Dent.27.26.'in which places he and gy. 
relate to the perſon'of the Sinner ; an 
therefore though Vindifive Juſtice as 1n 
It 
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it ſclf might have been ſatisfied with pus” 
niſhing Sin in Mother, yet the Minatory 
Law ( which is the voice of Juſtice)cannor 
be ſatisfied, unleſs the puniſhment fall on 
the Sinner himſelf ; and” the reaſon is, 
becauſe in this Minatory Law the Veracity 
of God is engaged, which it was not bes 
forez now Juſtice ſpeaks out, which" it 
didnor before, 'and that which it ſpeaks 
muſt be trae.”: For anſwer whereunto, " 
11; Some ('asthe Learned Grotins Ylay; 
that here was Diſþen/atio Legis, qui Legs. 
manentis obligatio circa quaſdam = 
rollitur * But] take it, that God's Threat 
nings are mdiſpenſably Yea and Ameti'as 
well as his Promiſes g for albeit God dorh 
Hot dare aliquod jus creature'in his Threat- 
nings,! as/he dorh in his Promiſes, yer'18 
He deb:tor ſtebi-ipſi in both,and not one Jot 
or'titrle of. either can fail; becauſe of tis 
mtinite Veracity' 3' God ''will not call 
back his words bf threatning, 1ſ4i.3 1.2.06 
ther will be himſelf ers #hok from them, 
Ter 4-28. his words fland furdly for” evil; 
Je#:44-29.- That Threatning that Nime- 
veb (hould be deſtroyed, had a tacit Cons 
ditionin itz which had it been expreſted; 
the Threitting would have run thos: Te 
ſhall be deſtroyed except it repent ; there» 


fore 
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fore it repenting, there was a 'remotion of 
the Judgment, according to the tenour of 
the Threatning, but no diſpenſatio Juris 
atal!l, Wherefore 

2. I anſwer that here God did in- 
terpret his' Law zu Firdwdar in an e- 
quitable way 3 equity is nothing elſe but 
eyeemrAgape vius a filling up of a gene- 
ral Law by a benign interpretation in 
that part which was not preciſely detere 
migate. The divine ſantion was,the ſrymer 
fall die; but it was not preciſely deter- 
minate, that he ſhould die in his own pers 
ſon ; for then God's nnalterable truth 
ſhould have barred out a Surety : neither 
was it proviey determinate , that he 
ſhould die ,in his Suretyz for then the 
threatning ſhould originally have been a 
promiſe , anda promiſe anto fin, ſuch as 
God never made : But the ſandtzon was 
general , the ſinner ſhall die, and two-jn- 
terpretations lay before God ; the frlt, 
that the (inner ſhall die in his own perſons 
the latter, that he ſhall die in his furety 3 
the *firſt 1s 7 ae g6o3xavuy, guſt ſeverity'3 
the latter is 3 6:44; condeſcending mer- 
cy in the-firſt there is more of the ſound 
of the Law-letter , in the latter more of 
the ſounding of the Law-givers pt - 
rae 
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the firſt is mach like the firſt delivery of 
the Law with thundrings and lightnings 
and devouring fire , Exod. 19. 16, 17,18. 
the latter is like the ſecond delivery of it 
with a Proclamation of grace and goodneſs 
and pardoning mercy for thouſands, Exod. 
54- 6, 7. Now theſe two interpretations 
lying before God,he as the Supreme Law- 
giver in order to redemption interpreted 
his Law according to a merciful equity, 
the ſinner ſhall die , thar is , in his 7 na 
Chritt., Oh the immenſe love of the Fa- 
ther and the Son ! the Fathers love fills up 
the Law by a gracious interpretation, and 
then the Sons love fulfils it by a perfeCt 
fatisfaftion 3 mercy and truth are met to- 
gether, mercy in a favourable conſtrudti- 
on of the Law, and truth in the evident 
veracity of the Law-giver z the perſon of 
the ſinner may be ſaved, and yet the truth 
of the threatning is falved , through 
Chriſt's ſatisfaction , u«,gg#,per dnt Tx 
v6us we are abrogated from the Law , Rom. 
7.6. and yet we do not KaTxXgyav TW vo mov 
abrogate the Law , but eſtabliſh it , Roms. 3. 
31. becauſe it is fulfilled in Chriſt, Neither 
* doth this equitable interpretation ſup- 
pole any defett in the divine Law , as it 


doth in humane Laws 3 for humane Laws 
are 
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are made general for want of providence 
in men to forſce all particular caſes which 
fall out 3 but this Law was made general 
out of the perfeftion of providence in 
God , that there might be room for a ſure- 
ty to come in and fatishe it. But you'l 
ſay, if God interpret the threatning in 
ſuch an equitable way, the ſinner (hall die 
in his ſurety , then no fianer is in a ſtate 
of wrath here, nor can be condemned in 
hell hereafter ; for both theſe iſſue out 
from the firſt interpretation, thou ſhalt die 
in thine own perſon, and that is now wav» 
ed by the Judge. I anſwer,that God doth 
not totally and abſolutely either wave the 
firſt rigorous interpretation 3 for the e- 
lect are under wrath till they believe and 
repent, and the reprobate not believing 
and repenting are caſt into hell, and both 
by virtue of the firſt interpretation 3 but 
he waves the firſt and makes the ſecond 
interpretation in order to redemption , 
and only ſo far forth as redemption re+ 
quires it: Now what doth that require ? 
It requires that all that embrace Chriſt 
ſhould be ſaved from the death in the 
threatning, and therefore thus far the fir(t 
interpretation is waved and the ſecond 
takes place; but it requires not, that any 
perſon 
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perſon ſhould either be out of a ſtate of 
wrath before faith , or be faved without 
faith, and therefore the equitable inter» 
pretation doth not go thus far , and (© far 
as that goeth not, the rigorous interpreta- 
tion takes place, becauſe pro tanto it iscon- 
ſiſtent with redemption 5 redemption is 
the end, and the all-wite God meaſures 
and proportions out the equitable inter« 
pretation in fach a way as ſerves unto 
it, and the rigorous interpretation in 
ſuch a way as ſtands with it. In a word, 
according to this equitable interpre- 
pretation, Chriſt hath fo fatisfied the 
threatning , as that all believers (hall be 
ſaved from it; yet this ſatisfation hinders 
not, bur that the rigorous interpretation 
ſhould abide upon unbelievers whillt ſuch; 
for whilſt ſuch , they embrace not that ſa- 
tisfaction , and therefore are juſtly curſed 
by the Law till they receive the Goſpel. 
Fifthly, God's vindictive Juſtice and mi- 
natory Law being thus fatisfied , he be- 
comes reconciled. There are two degrees 
of reconciliation; the firſt is that where- 
by God is ready to receive men into grace 
and favour if they believe 3 the ſecond is 
that whereby God is actually reconciled 
to them upon their believing. The Apoſtle 
mentions 
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mentions both theſe, Col. i. 20, 21. for 
firſt he tells us , ver. 20. That God did re- 
concile all things to kimſelf by the blood of . 
his Croſs, and thea it follows, ver. 21. Tet 
now hath he reconciled you , you O bcliev« 
ng Colojeans | All were reconciled in the 
firit degree, and believers in the ſecond ; 
the firſt was done all at once upon the 
Croſs, and the {ſecond is yet now a doing, 
and ſo will be till the Believers are all come 
in 3 therefore the Apoſtle ſays, God was 
in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelſ, 
2 Cor. 5-19. Reconciling, which imports a 
continued ACt, a carrying on the work of 
Reconciliation from one degree to ano- 
ther by particular applications. Now 
both theſe degrees of Reconciliation are 
wrought by the Death of Chriſt ; the firſt 
was wrought by it ipſo faFo, without it 
God would have breathed out nothing 
but wrath, but through it he 1s ready to 
forgive, Pſal. 86.5, As full of mercy as he 
is, he could not forgive in a way oppolite 
either to his Juſtice, which in its nature 
.calls for ſatisfaction for Sin, or to his 
Truth which in the Law pronounces death 
on the Sinner ; oe a and Truth be- 
ing fatisfied by Chriſt's death, he is ready 
to forgive, The mercy-ſeat was ver 

- with 


with a cloud of incenſe, Levit.16. 13+ aud 
the reaſon there- rendred is very remark» 
able, leſt he that was before it ſhould die, 
What, dic betbre the Mercy-ſcat 2 Yes, e- 
ven there, unleſs the Merits of Chriſt he 
as a Cloyd round about /jt. | Mercyas of 
it ſelf alone would not fave us, but every 
Sinner muſt have died before it, bad it not 
been ſarrounded with the Incenſe. of 
Chriſts Merits. God qut of Chriſt is a 
conſuming Fire to Sinners, but in 'Chrift 
be is reconciling them, to. himſelf, ; The 
ſecond is. wrought by Chrilt's death,as.ap- 
plied by Faith; | therefore 'tis..called. pro- 
pitiation through fanth in his blood, Rope;3s 
25- and: both thefe were typified bythe 


ſprinkling of the blood of the Sacrifice 


under the Law. That blood was fprinks- 
ed on the mercy-ſeat, Levit. 16.15. pretigy= 
ring the firſt degree of Reconciliation, þy 
Chriſt's death in it (elf 55 and it was fprinkg+ 
ed on the ,pebple , Exod. 24. 8. prefigu» 
ring the ſecond degree of. Recongiliation 
by Chriſt'sdeath as applicd to us by Faigh, 
But you'l ſay, If Gorl þe firſt angry, and 
then reconciled, and reconciled by degrees, 
there mult bea change in God and hisWill, 
which cannot be admitted. | 
I anſwer, that Reconcilutiqn is notan 
; 1mtha- 
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immanent AQ but a tranſient, not fo pro- 
perly abiding in God, as paſſing from him 
upon the Creature: As when the Scripeure 
faith,” the Wrath of God at ſuch a time 
was kindled or «roſe, "tis not meant that 
the WII of God was novelly inflamed, 
but that the flame of wrath then broke 
forth in tranſient effe&ts from thence ; 6 
when it faith, God is reconciled, it im 

not a- cooling alteration in the Will of 
God, but a gracious effluxion of Love 
breaking out from thence, As in puniſh- 
ment wrath goes ont from the Lord againſt 
finners, Num. 16. 46. and it upon then , 
2 Chron.29.8. So in reconciliatron Love 
goes out from the Lord towards Believers 
and 'is-upon them; ſo that thechange is not 
m/God but in the Creature. Proportion- 
ably toithe nature of Reconciliation as a 
tranftent At, Chriſt reconcileth us unto 
God; "not by making a new Will in God, 
but'by doing his Will ; for fo he himſelf 
fatth , when he came about the work, 
Loe!F come to do thy will 0 God God's Will 
as to this point may be conſidered under 
a double notion 5 either as naturally pre- 
gnant with Vindidive Jaſtice, and decre« 
tively Yluing ont the Minatory Law,both 
requiring that Sin (if commited ) —_ 
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be puniſhed; or elſe as decreeing within 1t 
felfthe way and manner how thisJaſtrce 6 
Law ſhould be ſatisfied by aSurety in order 
tothe Redemption of ſinners. Now Chriſt 
perfe&ly fulfilled God's Will ja all theſe 
reſpeRs 3 in him our Sins were puniſhed 
according/to'the exaQtion of Juſtice, and 
the equitable interpretation of the Law, 
and that in ſach a way as was preordains+ 
ed by God's. Will for our Redemption. 
This Will being thus fatished , God is 
truly reconciled, not only(as the Socinian 
would have it) wereconciled to him, but 
he to us: and this appears in three'things, 

1. In that Sin is not objected before 
God's Will as it would have been,::had 
not Chriſt fatisfied 3; it would have been 
objected before it, as that juſt eauſe for 
which God might, nay, according to the 
naturality of hisJuſtice and veracity of his 
Law muſt'have puniſhed us Sinners to all 
Eteraity * But: now it is not ſo objeGed 
before it 3 for albeit there be an intriaſe» 
cal and inſeparable deſert of wrath inthe 
nature of it, yet now its obligation, or 
redundancy npon the Siriner appears nor, 
becauſe expiated in the Surety : this the 
Apoſtle calls the reconciling of fir, Heb. 2. 
17. Without Chriſt's death Sia like a fury 
6 R 2 would 
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would. have cried and clamoured for wrath 
and eance to be poured down on the 
Sinner, but through his death Sin as one 
reconciled hath nothing to ſay againſt him; 
but that he may have Life and Salvation 
on Goſpel-terms, 
. 2. In that the effects of wrath do not 
iffue.out from God's Will againſt the Sin- 
ner as they would have done; : God who 
15s infinite Holinefs and efiential Rettitude 
cannot but hate Sin, and in this hatred 
thereis nothing leſs than a. welle purive 
and from thence condign puniſhment muſt 
have poured downupon the Sinner, if it 
had not'by the Will of God been derived 
upon the Surety; .but being derived thi- 
ther, that 'righteous Will is ſatisfied, and 
the merited Wrath comes not forth againlt 
the Sinner, but inſtead thereof | 
3. Effe&ts of Love break forth from 
God's Will towards him ; Grace appears 
to all men, Tit. 2.11. to all men mn a gract- 
ous Reconciliability, and to Believers in 
actual Reconciliation ; Believers are aCtu- 
ally. accepted or ingratiated in the beloved, 
Eph; 4.6. and fo ſhall all others as ſoon as 
they-become Believers, Thus God is tru- 
ly reconciled, yet without any change in 
his Will; anly Sin'doth not: cry -t0 L.. 


= 
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Will againſt the Sinner, puniſhment doth 
not break out of that Will upon him, and 
Grace beams and (ſparkles out of that Will 
towards him 3 whileſt in all theſe his Will 
remains -unchangeable. Hence in Scrip-» 
ture we are rather ſaid to be reconciled 
to God than God to us ; not (as the Soct- 
nian would have it ) becauſe we only are 
reconciled to God, and not God to us; 
but becauſe God is reconciled to us in 
ſuch. a way, as is not alterative, but per- 
fecive and completive of his unchange- 
able Will. 

Thus Chriſt bore our Sins and God's 
Wrath, ina way ſo ſatisfatory to God's 
Juſtige and Law ; that thereby God is re- 
condhd tous, and we are redeemed from 
Sin and Wrath. But here I am obviated 
by an Objection. 

If there be ſuch a compenſatory Price 

aid for Sin, where 15 free Remiſhon? Free 
Remiſſioa cannot ſtand with plenary Sa- 
tisfaftion 3 what 1s fully paid cannot be at 
all remitted. 

I anſwer ; It cannot, if there be a fo- 
lution by the Debtor, but it may, if there 
be a ſatisfaftion by a Surety ; it cannot, if 
that Surety were of the Debtors own pro- 
viding, but it may, if he were of the Cre- 

R 3 dutours 
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dicour's procuring it cannot, if the Sure- 
tie's paiment be irrecuſable, but it may, if 
the Creditor's acceptance be free z it cans - 
not, if the remiflton were tothe ſame pers 
ſon who makes ſatisfaftion, but it may, if 
one perſon make ſatisfaction and another 
find remſltion. And tbus it 1s in this caſe ; 
our debts were paid to God, bur by a 
Surety Jeſus Chriſt, and this Surety was of 
God's own ſending, and that his payment 
went for onrs was of God's own Grace: 
and hence it comes to paſs that God hath 
full ſarisfation, and we free remifſion,and 
this without any repugnaney ; for Chriſt 
who ſatisfied had no remiſſion, #* *qqozT72, 
Rom. 8.32. God did nct ſpare or bagg him 
a farthing, and we who are remitt ke 
no ſatisfaGtion ; all our Tears, Prayers. Sor- 
rows, Services pay not a mite to divine 
Juſtice, Why ſhould corrupt Reaſon mut- 
rer as if SatisfaQion and Remiſhon, which 
are matches in Scripture, were inconfiſten- 
cies in Nature ? What faith God, Levit.g. 
31. the Prieſt ſhall make an atowement 5 
there's ſatisfaCtion, ard it ſhall be forgiven, 
there's remiſſion? What faith the great 
Apoltie, Rom. 3. 24. We are juſtified freely 
by his grace, there's remiſlion, throweh the 
redemption that is ip Chriit , there's 
, ſatis- 


hath forgiven you, Eph. 4.32. for Chrift's 
ſake, there's ſatisfaQtion, hath forgives you, 
there's remiſftion, and free remittio nz for 
'tis not only #q*cis, a diſmiſſion or dif 
charge of Sin, but 'tis iz<e/ozlo, a dil- 
miſſion or diſcharge of it in a gracious 
way. In Chriſt our Surety there was 
Wo aft; Smarooire, Rom. 3.25, but towards 
us there was Emrqaax ee flog, Tit. 2. 11. 
Chriſt may ſay, totum exſolvi, and God 
may ſay, totum remiſt;, there was nothing 
forgiven to Chriſt, for he paid all,but there 
was all forgiven to us, for we paid no- 


thing. 

Thusthis Price is Redemptive from the 
Guilt of Sin and Wrath of God; but this 
1not all. 

2. This Price is Redemptive from the 
ſtain ob-Sin, the power of Sinand the ty+ 
ranny of Satan, and that by procuring the 
holy Spirit for usz We are ſaved by the re» 
newing of the holy Ghoſt, and that is ſhed on 
ws through Jeſus Chriſt,Tit.3.5,6.and where 
it is ſhed, there it redeems. 

1, From theſtain of Sin 3 Sin is the droſs 
or ruſt of the Soul, Jai 1.22, but the Spi- 
rit refines and purtfies from it 3 Sin is the 
R. 4 wrinkle 
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fatisfaQtion ? Take both in three words, 
6 X26 ixeeloile, God for Chriſt's ſuks 
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wrinkle of the old man, Eph.s. 27. but the 
Spirit ſmooths and removes ut. Chriſt 
came by water and blood, 1 Job. 5. 6. and 
the water ſprung. out of the blood 3 the 
Spirit is that clear water,Fzek.36.23.which 
fetcheth out the ſpots and ſtains of Sin,and 
that healing water coming out from the ſide 
of the Temple, even the picxced (ide of 
Chriſt, Eze4.47.1. which by degrees cures 
all the Ulcers and Plague-ſores of the 
heart. The Corinthians were all over mire 
and dirt,but they were waſhed in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of God, 
1 Cor.6.11. the Spirit waſhed them, and 
waſhed them in the name of Jeſus, 
that is, for his Merits ſake. The Soul in 
ſGaning runs tothe Cabul of the Creature, 
dirtying and fouling it ſelf ; but the Spirit 
brings it back again to the holy one,and as 
it approaches nearer and ncarer to him, the 
macula pegcati goes off, and the nitor anime 
appeary. 

2, It redeems from the power of Sja. 
Sin merited Chriſt's Crucifixian , and 
Chriſt's Cructhxion merited the Crucitixi- 
on of Sin 3 and upon this account out 
comes the holySpirit and nullifies the Law 
of Sin, batters | the (trong holds of 
jt, plucks up the yery Throne of it, and 


crucihes 
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erucihes the old Man with all his members, 
by outward reſtriction nailing his hands, 
and his feet, and by inward circumciktion, 
cutting and piercing into his heart, and: 
from thence gradually letting out-his vis 
tal blood, even the love of Sin; hence, 
bis motions wax feeble,his members weak, 
bis natural heat of original luſt you and 
exhauſted, and his whole body rooping: 
and languiſhing to his dying day 3 and 
this by a ſecret virtue from Chriſt's death, 
We are planted together Ta cpaotapali Th, 
Javere are, faith the Apoltle, Kor. 6. 52 - 
he ſaith not «yarn, in the conformity, 
but 6polgpali, in the conformation of bis 
death, becauſe his death procured that 
conformity in us. Hence Sin doth not 
reign jn us as a Prince upon his Throne; 
but dieas a man upon the Crols 3 Thanks be 
wnto God who giveth us the vidory through 
Teſus C briſt. 

3. It redeems from the tyranny of Sa- 
tan. Chriſt in his own perſon ſpoiled prin+ 
cipalities and powers on the croſs, Col. 2.15. 
and Chriſt by his Spirit ſpoils them in the 
hearts of men; Satan hath his Palace there, 
but Chriſt hath bought bim out , and the 
_ Spirit will caſt him out ; Satan would keep 

"0n our chains, but Chriſt diſſolves theng, 
I Joh, 


dd " | , 
"Of theWorkof Redemytion. 

1 Jo0b.'3.8. As he by his Spirit — 
gothe chainsof the Mind z as he con- 
yerts, off go the chains of the Will ; as 
he ſpiritnahzes, off go the chains of the 
Aﬀetions 3 and as he fprinkles his blood 

on us, off goes the weighty Guilt of all 

eſe: Satan would keep us within the 
Priſon, but Chriſt comes with an Habeas 
Animan, tranſlating us from the power of 
darkneſs into his own kingdom, Col.1.13, 
a Region of Grace and Light, where Sa- 
tan the Ruler of Sin and Darkneſs cannot 
have the Victory ; becauſe Chriſt the Wiſ- 
dom and Power of God fights againſt Him 
who is (as I may fo ſay ) the wiſdom and 
power of Sin. Hence he falls as light- 
ning from heaven, Luke 10. 18, falls and 
breaks his Serpents head, even his defign 
againſt poor ſouls; the ruine of Souls 1s 
a heavento him, and in falling ſhort of 
that, he falls as it were from heaven. The 
Prince of this world ſhall be cait out, faith 
Chriſt, Joh.1 2.31. and he adds as areaſfong 
If T be lifted up, T will draw all men unto 
me, Ver.32. Lifted up upon the Croſs, he 

rchaſed the Spirit, and lifted up inta 
Heaven he ſends. down the Spirir, which 


draws men out of Satans World mto , . 


Chriſt's, where the Gates of Hell can ne- 
ver 


of #he Work of Redemption: 25t 
ver prevail. The God of peace braiſer 84» 
far wnderfoot , Row. 16. 20. the: Apoſtle 
faith not,the God of Mercy or Power ſhall 
doit, but the God of Peace ; becauſe, 
unleſs Peace had been made through the 
blood of the Croſs , Satan would have 
keptus in everlaſting Chains. But now 
Juſtice being ſatisfied, the Spirit comes 
forth with a @xo jure 3 firſt reſcuing the 
Captive-ſoul, and then treading down 
Satan under its feet. Thanks be xnto God 
for this vidtory alſo through Jeſus Chriſt, 
Thus this Price ts redemptive from Evil, 
bur 
2. This Price is procurative of Good. 
Infinity is a boundleſs Ocean,and may run 
over incffeQsas far as it pleaſeth; infinite 
Power might have run over in making 
millions of Worlds more, and infinite Mer» 
cy might have run over in ſaving millions 
of Sinners more. The Price of Redempti- 
on hath a kind of Infinity 1n it ; no won- 
der then, if after remotion of Evils, it run 
over by its tranſcendent exceſs of Value 
in the procuration of Good ; ſuch was 
the glorious redundance and ſupereffiu- 
eqce of its Merit, that it paid divine Ju- 
ſtice to the laſt mite, and over and beſides 
made a purchaſe of three Worlds ;1I m 
the 
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the lower World of Nature, the middle 
World of Grace, and the upper World of 
Glory. | 

1. As to the World of Nature, Chriſt 

red two things. 
- 7. TheStanding of it. 
- 2. The Deliverance of it. 

1. The Standing of it, and that in a 
threefold reſped. 

1. The Standing of it in Being. Sin 
filled it with ſo much ſpiritual ſtench and 
rottenneſs, that the Power of the holy 
One ' would - not kave 'endured to have 
been there ſupporting and bearing it upin 
Being, if the Death of Chriſt had not 
been 5044 hodiai, a ſweet-ſmelling ſavonr, 
Fph.5.2. to perfume and ſweeten it; the 
World was as it were new founded by the 
Croſs, or elſe Sin,that abomination of de- 
folation, would have daſhed it down a» 
bout the Sinners Ears; we (if unſatis- 
fied) would not have ſpared ſo much as 
the Stage whereon Sin was acted, but hurl- 
ed it down into its firſt Nullity. Chriſt 
#pboldeth all things by the word of his power, 
Heb. 1. 3. Before Sins entry they ſtood 
merely by the word of his Power, but 
ſince they ſtand not without the blood of 
lus Crols, Redemprion is the great =_ 
tre 
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tres of Creation as it rears up the / little 
World after its fall, ſo it keeps up the 
great World from falling. 

2. The Standing of it in Order. When 
the Prophet deſcribes God's Judgmeats, 
he ſpeaks as if the old Chaos were come a» 
gain 5 Loe / the earth was without form and 
void, Jer:4.23. All the Qrders and Har- 
monies in Nature were at- firſt ſer by the 
Wiſdom of God, . and afterwards cement- 
ed by the Blood of God,orelſe Sin would 
have unframed all, By Chriſt al! things 
conſiſt, Col. 1.17. not only ſubliſt in their” 
Beings, but conkiſt in their Orders. 

3, The Standing of itin its Uſefulneſs to 
us. Sin was the blaſt and forfeiture, but 
Chriſt is. the "Purchaſer and heir of all 
things, Heb. 1.2. and in and through him 
all areas it were new-given. to us. We 
became ſuch -wretches, by Sin, that the 
Earth would not have bore our perſons, if 
Chriſt had not bore our iniquitics? the 
Sun in the Firmament would not have, 
lighted the material World , if the Sun 
of Righteoulneſs had nat appeared inthe 
ſpiritual z. theſe lower Heavens would not 
have ſpun out a day for us, if Chriſt had 
net purchaſed the upper ones of Glory 3 
the. Blood of Creatures ſhould Th 

ave 
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have been ſhed for the life of our Bodies 
if the Blood of God had not been poured 
out for the Life of our Souls. Under the 
Law, before Harveſt began' the Pafſcover 
was killed ; at Harveſt a Sheaf of the firſt- 
fruits was brought to the Prieſt to. be of- 
fered to God ; and after Harveſt there 
was the Feaſt of Tabernacles to bleſs God 
for the Fruits of the Earth,” which by the 
ews was kept with Booths and Hoſarnaby. 
d not Chriſt ozr Paſſcover been ſacrificed 
or wr, there would have been no Harveſt 
of Creature-bleffings at all ; and now that 
there is one, the praiſe of eyery Sheaf muſt 
be brought to Chriſt the high-prieſt of good 
things, and in and through him offered 
up to God : therefore there is a ſpiritual 
feaſt of tabernacles under the Goſpel,Zach. 
_ Whiteſt we fit under the Booths 
the Creature, we muſt fing Hoſannahs 
tothe Son of God, who tabernacled in onr 
fleſh, and in it merited all comforts for us. 
Every bough of Nature hangs upon his 
Croſs, every crum'of Bread ſwims in his 
Blood, every Grape of _— o_ on 
his Crown of Thorns, and all the ſweet- 
neſs in Nature ſtreams out of his Vinegar 
and Gall. A right-born Chriſtian is the 
beſt Philoſopher 3-for he ſees the Snn- of 
- TT Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs in the Luminaries of Hea+ 
ven , the warerings of Chriſt's Blood in 
the fruits of the Earth, the Word incar+ 
nate in Creature-nourithment , and the 
Riches of Chriſt in all the Riches of Na+ 
ture. re ours, and weare Chriſt's,and 
Chriſt is $. me 
- 2. Chriſt by this Price procured the 
Deliverance of it. God made the Houſe 
of the World for Man, and whileſt 'rhere 

is Sin in the Inhabitant, the Curſe-mark, is 
on the Houſe; the Heavens wax old as if 
there were Mothes in them , the Stars 
have their malignant Aſpedts, the Earth 
hath irs Thorns and Thiſtles,and the whole 
Creation grons and travels with an unt- 
verſal Vanity ; the Sun groans out his light 
on the Workers of darknefs,the Air groans 
with Vollies of Oaths and Blaſphemies, 
and the Earth groans forth its Corn and 

Wine into thelap of the Riotous 3 and as 
Sin grows heavier , ſo the Creature- 
groans wax lowder every day. But at laſt 
1n and through Chriſt, there ſhall be «To«a- 
"reo's mlvres, a reſtitution of all things, 
AGs 3.21. the Balm of his Blood will per- 

fetly heal all the ſtabs and'wounds in the 
Body of Nature ; the groaning and travel- 
ivg Creature ſhal} be delivered from the 
31 bondage 
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bondage of Corruption, Rom. $.21. there ſhall 
be new heavens and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 3.13, and a 
the ſteps and traces of the old Curſe ſha 
be razed out of the Warld, 

{-- Thus Chriſt hath purchaſed the World 
of Nature ; but this ( as appears by tho 
Purchaſer's own Te comworrar, Meatth.6. 
23.) is not the main bargain,. but the cats 
19g in or overplus thereof ;, therefore | 

- 2. Chriſt by-this Price/purchaled the 
World of Grace, Grace may be conlidery 
ed two ways either as it is in the Map 
or Charter of the Goſpel, or as it is1n the 
Subjed or receptacle of the- Heart 3 and 
both, ways 'tis Chriſt's purchaſe. | 

1, Grace-in the Map. or Charter is the 
Covenant of Grace, comprized in the'Pro» 
miſes, called the Covenant of Promiſe, Epb. 

2.12, In this Covenant there are Promt- 
ſes reaching down as low as the World of 
Nature, and Promiſes reachingup as high 
as the World of Glory z and. betwixt thele 
two run. the Promiſes which water the 
World of Grace, and theſe are ether-Pro-» 
miſes of Grace ſuch as thole,, 7 will give 
an. heart to know. me, Jer.24.7. I will vir- 
enmciſe the heart to love me, Dent. JO. 6. 4 
will put my laws into their minds and meity 

tem 
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them in their hearts, Heb.3.10, Twill give 4 
new heart and a new ſpirit 3 I will take; 4- 
way the ſtony heart, and give an heart of 
fleſh, Exek.46.26. orelſe they are Promiles 
to Grace, ſuch as thoſe, God will juſtifie 
the behewer, Rom, 3.26. beautifie the wreek, 
with jalustion, Pſal. 149, 4. dwell int a. bro- 
ken art ſais 7.1 T. comfort the Dmonrners, 
Fill the hungry, and be ſeen of ;the pure in 
beart, Matth.5.4,6,8. Now all theſe Pro- 
miſes are the purchaſe of Chriſt, and the 
whole Covenant made up of them. is the 
New-teſtament in his. blood, 1 Cor. 11. 25. 
Without his ſatisfactory Blood. there 
would have been no room for Promiles, 
no, not for the leaſt twinkling of a Promiſe 
to the ſons of men 3 for unſatisfied Juſtice 
would have: hurried all to Hell.CAll 


Promiſes a4llue out to us. in and through 
riſt, the-Rivers of Life. guſhed- out of 
the true Rock, the Golpel-wine run forth 
from the tree Vine; if God meet us and 
commune with v in words of Grace, we. 
mult thank the :rwe Propitiatory, or Mercy* 
ſeat tor every iyllable. 
2. Grace in the proper Seat . or .Recep- 
tacle of it is Chrilt's purchaſe 3 and this I 
_ ſhall makeout 
| I, In general ;- Chriſt purchaſed the 
L, S | Spirit 


S$pirit.of all Grace. There is a double Ob- 
Jation of Chriſt z a perſonal Oblation on 


the Croſs, and that is Meritan Spiriths 5 


and a dodrinat Oblation m the Goſpel, 
and that is Miniſttrinm Spiriths 5 and fo 
the holy Ghoſt is ſhed on us abundantly 
throngh Jeſus Chriſt,Tit.3.6.Chrilt aſcended 
#> on high that he might fill things, Eph. 4. 
to. One would have thought that his 
deſcent ſhould rather-have done it 3 but 
he aſcended up in the glory of his Merits, 
he carried up all the | nc loans to 
his Fathers houſe, and from thence the 
Spirit came -pouring down upon men 
ſome droppingsof it were before, but then 
it was richly poured” outz it came down 
in clover fiery tongues and a ruſhing mighty 
wind, Ads 2.2,3. Tongues to utter magna- 
lia Det; and above all, the maſter-piece 
of Redemption, and clover tongxes to ut- 
ter them toall Nations in their own pr” 
age, and fiery tongnes to enlighten an 
2 _ Aadindes Tees wich the 
knowtedge and love of Chriſt, and 4 
mighty ruſhing wind to blow home that fire 
{ſtrongly and inſaperably in a thorough 
Converſion 3 and all this was fbed forth 
from Chriſt, Ver.33. Never any Tongue 
truly preached -Chriſt , but'by a ſecret 


touch 
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touch” from him 5 never any holy” fire 
kindled onthe heart, but by a coal fromy 
his Altar; never any gales'vf Grace on 
the Soul, but fromi the breathings 6f- h1s 
$pirit : ti6t one drop of his Blood is ſpirit- 
leſs, but full fraught and lowing with the 
Spirit of Lite. 

2. In particular; and ſo Chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed three things. 
- 1. The Radical Grace of Faith., 

2. All othet Graces of the Spirit. 

3. Allthe Crowns of theſe Graces, 

'1. Chriſt hath purchaſed the Grace of 
Faith; the Apoſtle is expreſs in it, To you 
it is given, Vie 9&2, for Chriſt} ſake not one 
A fo believe on -him, but alſo to ſuffer for 
wwe Phil. 1.29. the Apoſtle evidently 

rits but the merits of Chrilt as the fpritg 
of Faith, 'and Faith : perſevering unto fut- 
fering. And int another-place he ſaith, we 


Joy in God through Jeſus Chriſt , Ns, by 


whom we hive now received the atonement, 
Rom.$.1t. hedoth not only ſay, that by 
and through him the Atonement was 
made, but that by and through him the 
Atonement is received 3 and what 1s this 
receiving of the 'Atonement bur Faith it 
felf > That therefore is part of Chriſt's 
Purchaſe, Theſe _— places mrghr _ 
CL 2 ce 
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fice us'3 but becauſe the Remonſtrants op- 
poſe this Fruth, I (hall propoſe two Qxe- 
ries untothem. | 

1. Is not Faith comprized within the 
Covenant of Grace? Let's come to the 
Touch-ſtone ; Is it not written there, I 
will give an heart to know me, and is not 
Faith a juitifying knowledge, a ſight of the 
Juſt One, and a beam or dawning of eternal 
life 7 Is tt not written there, I will take a- 
way the heart of ftone, and is not Unbeliecf 
a part of that (tone? doth it not directly 
refilt the Blood and ' Righteouſneſs | of 
Chriſt? and can there be a worſe Stone 
than this? Is it not written there, 7 will 
give a new heart, and is not Unbelief the 
heart and life of the old Man, and Faith of 
the new? Is it not written there, I will pus 
my Spirit within you, and 18 not the Spirit 
4 ſpirit of faith, and faith a fruit of the Spi- 
rit? is not Unbelicf of our Spirit , and 
Faith of Gods? Is it not written there, I 
will circumciſe the heart, and is not. Un« 
belicf fleſh? God faith, there is life in his 
Son, and the Uabeliever faith, No, and 
does what in him lies to make God alyar, 
and can there be any filthier or rottenner 
fleſh in the old man than this? and unleſs 
this be cut off,can there be a true Circug- 
S 62 cilion? 
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ciſion ? By all this it clearly appears that 
Faith is within the Covenant, and if ſo, is 
not the whole Covenant SanGio 2 ſan- 
gnine , the New-teſlament in Chriſt s 
blood ? Is not he the Mediator and pur. 
chaſer of the whole? Are not all the Pro- 
miles Tea and Amen in him? Who dares 
diſtinguiſh and (ay, Chriſt purchaſed part 
of the Promiſes and not all? he purcha- 
ſed notional knowledge and not juſtify- 
ing, he breaks the ſtone in the heart, all 
but that which oppoſes his ogn Blood 
and Righteouſneſs, the old man 1s crucih- 
ed with Chriſt,all but his heart and life of 
Unbelief, the Spirit of Grace flows out 
from Chriſt, all but the Spirit of Faith, 
the circumciſion of Chriſt, Col. 2.11. (lo call- 
ed becauſe it is procured by the Merits,and 
produced by the Spirit of Chriſt) cuts off 
the fleſh of the heart, all but that of Un- 
belief which upbraids God with a lye 3 
who dares thus tear in ſunder the Cove- 
nant, mangle the Promiſes , dimidiate 
Chriſt and divide the Spirit by unſcriptu- 
ral diſtindtions? Such (huffling is unwor- 
thy of Chriſtians. Wherefore I conclude 
my firſt Q»ere thus ; Faith is within the 
Covenant, and the Covenant is Chrilt's 
purchaſe ; therefore Faith is fuch alſo. 

I 3 2, [Is 
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- 2, Is not Faith a Grace of the Spirit ? 
It ſeals tothe Goſpel, ſanCtifes the heart, 
warks by Love, waits by Patience, over- 
comes the viſible World, and ſenſibly 
proſemraces the inviſible; for ſhame let it 

a Grace, andif ſo, it muſt be Chriſt's 
prechaſe, The Spirit never ecffe&ted that 

race in fallen Man which Chriſt never 
merited. As every Creature in the World 
is of God's making, ſo every Grace 1n the 
Chyrch is of Chriſt's meriting : He that 
faith, Yonder is a precious Stone but 'tis 
not of GBd's making, blaſphemes the Cre- 
ator ;, and hethat faith, Yonder is a pres 
ctous Faith but 'tis not of Chriſt's merit» 
ing; Joesno leſs to the Redeemer. Burt 
further ; Is not Faith the Grace of Union 
with Chriſt 2 Doth not Chriſt dwe// i» the 
beart by faith? Is not Faith the Mother- 
grace of all ? Firſt Faith gives a touch ta 
Chriſt. and then Love is enflamed with 
him, Joy triumphs in him, and Obedt- 
ence follows hin. Where do all the ri- 
vers of living water flow but in the Believers 
belly. Joh. 7.38 2 What holds all the ſtar- 
ry Graces of the Church but eto mi crws, 
the irmament of faith, asthe Apoſtle calls 
It, Col. 2.5 Now will it not grate thine 
cars, O Chriſtian, to hear that the Spirit 


of 
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of HolineG is from. Chriſt, but not the 
Spirit of Faith ; all the ſtarry Graces are 
Chriit's but the Firmament of Faith ts our 
own 3 we are bleſſed with all ſpiritual 
bleſlings in Chriſt, but not with the Mo» 
ther-grace which broods and teems out 
all the reſt, not with the Grace of Union 
which hes neareſt to Chriſt cating his 
fleſh and drinking his blood ; that Faith 
which isneareſt to the Merits of Chriſt in 
its Union, is furtheſt off from them 1n its 
Origination. What is this but to darken 
the Sun of Rightcouſne(s, damm up the 
Well of Salvation, and trample the Blood 
of the Covenant undex-fpot ? at which es» 
very ſober Chriſtian cannot but tremble. 
Therefore I conclude my fecond Quere 
thus ; Faith ts a prime and excellent Grace, 
wrought by the Spirit and purchaſed by 
the Merits of Chriſt. | 

2. Chriſt hath purchaſed all other Gra- 
ces; forall Graces are the fruits of the Spi- 
rit, and the Spirit is ſhed on us through 
Chriif, But in ſtead of proving, let me 
parly with the Saints.Speak,O ye excellent 
ones, whence came your lovely Meeknelſs, 
your undiſſembled Love,your untired Pa- 
tience, your holy Unfion, your melting 
Compattions, your broken Hearts, your 
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re t Fears, your: Law-engraven Spi- 
rits, and all your ſweet-{melling Perfumes 
of Grace? Speak for the Glory of Chriſt. 
Methinks I hear them all with one cbn- 
ſent cry out, Thus, O thus it is 3 all our 
Meckneſ(s came from the Lamb, our Love 
from the beloved one, our Patience from 
the Captain-ſuſſerer, our Unttion from the 
Chriſt of God, our Compaſhions from the 
bowels of Chriſt, our broken Hearts from #4 
broken Chriſt, our repentant Tears from 
his bleeding Wounds, our Law-engravings 
are the Epiſtle of Chriſt, and all our ſweet» 
ſmclling Graces are the powders of the mer- 
chant, Cant. 3. 6.cven of Jeſus Chriſt who 
bought them all with his ſweeteſt Blood. 
The Church is the Houſe of God made up 
of lively ſtones, floored with Humility, 
roofed with Knowledge, cemented with 
Charity, warmed with the fire of Zeal, 
and filled with the ſpiritual Glory of hea- 
venly Graces; but Chriſt is the chief cor- 
wer-ſftone which bears up all : all the 
Churches Humility is from Chriſt's exev@or 
or ſe/f-emptying, all our Knowledge from 
Chriſt the Sur of Neonſonſs all its Cha- 
rity from the Hyperbole of his love, all its 
Zeal is from a coal of his Altar, and all the 
ſpiritual Glory which tills 1t, comes by the 
way 
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way of the Eaſt, Ezek. 43. 2. even from Je-" 
ſus Chriſt who is «va, the Eaſt or da) 


ſpring of allgraces, Luk. 1.78. ; © 


3. Chriſt hath purchaſed all the Crowns 


of theſe Graces, I mean ſuch as are ſer -on 


the Saints head in this life z 'the Behevers 
ſhall.-be juſtified, but *tis by the righteous 
Chriſt ; the Meek ſhall be beautified with 

Salvation, but *tis becauſe of the Lambz 

the broken Heart ſhall have God dwelling 

in it, but 'tis for the Merits of a broken 

Chriſt ; the Mourners ſhall be comforted, 

but 'tis by the conſolation in Chriſt ; the 

Hungry ſhall be filled,. but *tis from the 

fulneſs of Chriſt ; the pure in Heart ſhall 

ſee God, but 'tis through Chriſt the bright- 

neſs of his Glory : all the Crowns of Grace 

muſt be caſt down at the feet of Jejus Chriſt 

the great Purchaſer of them. 

Thus Chriſt hath bought the World of 
Grace z but yet we are not at the top of 
the Purchaſe: For 

3. Chriſt hath purchaſed the World of 
Glory ; that is the none-ſuch, the World 
of Worlds, to which all Natures Glories 
are but a ſhadow,and the Churches Graces 
but a Portal z there are Plenitudes or Joy, 
Crowns of Life, Weights of Glory, Trea- 
ſures of Bli and Occans of m_ 
an 
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and all of. Chriſt's purchaſing : All the 
Manſions of Glory are of his preparing, Joh, 
14-2. all the Wine in Heaven is for his 
marriage-ſ[upper, Revel. 19.9. his Blood is 
the Key to open the holy of holies, Heb. 10. 
19. the pure River of Life clear as Cry- 
ſtal ines ont of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb,even out of Gods Grace and Chriſts 
Merit, Rev.22.1. Chriſt on the Croſs pur- 
chaſed a Heaven for us, Chriſt in the Goſ- 
pa proffters it unto us, and Chriſt in the 
eart gives usan actual hope thereof, Had. 
it not been for Chriſt, we could never 
have entred into ſuch a place as Heaven, 
where the Walls are Pearls, the Rivers 
Pleaſures, the Hills Frankincenſe, the Air 
Purity, and the Light,Life, Love and al in 
all God himſelf. Now Chrift did not on- 
ly purchaſe Heaven for us, but purchaſed 
It in 4 way completive of the Law. The 
old Promiſe of the Law was, Do this and 
live, and that ſeemed quite blaſted and 
withered by our fins; but Chrilt by his 
tet Obedience made it revive and bud 
again with life. God would not give eter- 
nal life, but upon a Do this; and Chriſt 
fulfilled all Righteouſne( for us, and by 
that Righteouſneſs we come to have als 
ew (ns, juſtification of life, Rom.5.18. ſuch 
3 a Juſti- 
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LR as 1s-crowned, with eternal 
c 


But you'l (ay, that old Do this requued 
Obedience in our own perſons z and there» 
fore Chriſt could not Fil it in our ſtead, 
and ſo purchaſe life for us. X 

I an(wer, that God did here alſo inter» 
pret his Law in an<quitable way 3 thedis 
vine Sanction [ Do this] on which Life did 
depend, was-not preciſely determinate that 
we muſt do it in our own perſons,for then 
a Sureties obedience ſhould have been ro» 
tally excluded z neither was it preciſely 
determinate that we ſhould do it in our 
Surety; for there was a Do this in the ſtate 
of Innocency where there was no need of 
a Surety 3 but the Sanction was general, 
Do this, and two interpretations lay.,be+ 
fore God ; the firſt that it ſhould be done 
in our own perſons, the ſecond that it 
ſhould be done in our Surety z the firlt a 
rigorous and literal, the ſecond an equt-» 
table and merciful interpretation. Now 
theſe two interpretations lying before 
God, he as | nc Law-giver takes the 
equitable interpretation z had he taken 
the rigorous one, there, would have been 
no room for a Surety,nor life for theSinners 
but in rich mercy he takes the equitable 
one, 
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ove, and fo through a Surety's Obedience 
eternal Life is purchaſed for us. Theſe 
two interpretations of the Law ſeem to me 
to be figured out by the double making 
of the Tables ; the Law in the rigorous 
interpretation 1s like the firſt Tables which 
were broken : For as the Law was firſt 
written in thoſe Tables,ſo the rigorous in- 
terpretation firſtly riſes out of the Letter of 
theLaw; and as thoſe firſt Tables were 
broken, ſo Sin made ſuch a breach upon 
the Law, that the Apoſtle puts a T9 «3vvellov 
upon it, Row. 8, 3. 1t could not give life 
according to the rigorous interpretation. 
And the Law in the equitable interpreta- 
tion is like the ſecond Tables which were 
utintothe Ark : for as thoſe Tables were 
ept inviolate in the Ark, ſo the Law was 
kept inviolate in the equitable interpreta- 
tion; and as the Mercy-ſcat covered the 
Tables in the Ark, and from the Mercy- 
feat ſocovering them God manifeſted his 
preſence ; ſo Chriſt, the trze iNeagie 1ov ar 
mercy-ſeat, did by his perfett Obedience 
cover the Law all over,and ngknd through 
him ſo covering it God manifeſts his pre- 
ſence, not only his back-parts on Earth but 
his face in Heaven. Thus by the admirable 
Wiſdom of God Heaven was —_—_— 
an 
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and yet'the Law cftabhſhed, the Do! 1hts 
rurned uponthe Surety, and the promiſed 
Life made. good to us Sinners. wy 

But you'l obje& further, If the Law be 
thus interpreted in an equitable way, viz. 
+ to be done by a Surety, then it is not fo 
much as a Rule of life tous; for that itſues 
out of the tirſt interpretation, viz. the do- 

iog of it in our own perſons. 

I anſwer, that ſtil] the-Law is a Rule of 
life to us 4 and the reaſon is, becauſe God 
doth not wave the rigorous and take the 
equitable interpretation totally and abſo- 
f Jutely, bur in order to Redemption, and 


ſo far only as Redemption requires it. Now 

. What. dath that require? It requires that 
the Obedience of a Surety 1{hould be ad+ 

mitted for the impletion of the Law and 

therefore thus far the rigorous interpreta» 

tion is waved, and the equitable takes 

place. But 4t requires not that the re+ 

deemed ones ſhould be .exempted-. from 

the Law asxa Rule ; and ore- the 6+ 
| unable interpretation doth not go thus 
} 3 and fo far as that not, 'the. rigo+ 
rous one takes place 53 becauſe pro tart it 

is confiſtent with Redemption. Hence it 
comesto paſs that Chriſt as our Surety. ful- 
filled the Law for us, and yet ſtill the Law 
15 


the Law to the believer, and yer the Believy+ 


er is ous Xewes; wrder the Law to Chriſt, 
T Cor. 9.21, 


. Thus this Price is redemptive from Evil 
and procurative'of Good, but the Crown 
of all is yet behind. -- 

3. It is a Price ſufficient: for both the 
former. There is a double Sufficiency, 


Sufficientie muda,and Sufficiettia ordinata ; . 


the firſt conſiſts in the intrinſecal value of 
the thing, the thing in value tranſcending 
or at lealt equalizing the thing to be re- 
deemed 3 the | oont conſiſts in the Will 
of the Payer and Receiver, the one inten- 
tionally paying:and the other intentional 
ly accepting that thing as a Price of Re- 
demprion : thefirſt is that radical Sufficiz 
ency whereby the thing may pothbly be- 
come a Price 3 the ſecond is that formal 
Sufhciency whereby the thing doth. acts 
become'x Price. ' Let 'tghething be in 
wiclf of neverid yaſt a value, the formes- 
without the latter doth not conſtitute it a 
Priee. - Now the glorious price of our Re: 
demption _ oth theſe - Sufficzencies 
init. 
.' 1.) ithath Suſelentizne dams the As 
Five and Pate Obedicace of: Chrifd 


have 


ia Rule of lifero us; Chriſtis the a ' 
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have intrinſecal value cnough zo equalize, 


nay infinite] luperexcede our Debts, 
_ over and belides to purchaſe thre SY 


Worlds for us 3 and the realon 1s becauſe 
his Deity podred out a kind of Infinity 
into his Doings and Sufferings. The Righs- 
teoulnels which he fulfilled was #Þe righte- 
onſneſs of God, Row.T.17. the Blood which 
he ſhed was the blood of God, Rom.20.28.8 
the Life which be laid down was, the life of 
God, Joh.3.16.And what nakedgelscanuor 
the Rightcouſnels of God cover? What 
debts cannot the Blood of God pay for 2 
And bn mea ys Lite of God 
purchaſe ? Remember, O par tremblin 

Soul, remember, he that was. pierced 7s 
thee was Jehovab, he that was (mitten for 


- thee was the wan God's fellow, and he that 


obeyed for thee was in the form of God. O 
what 'manner of Attions and Pa 
thoſe wherein the Law-giver 
bis own Law,: aud the Eccat 
his own World ?. How w, 
elevated into Infinity, and' 
toglory by his God 

of {weet-(melling Merits myſt that-be into, 
which.the Deny it {cIF cransfuled Riches 
and Odours ? This may be ong reaſon why; 
Chriſt is Giled the beir of all 2hings,Heb.1. 2 
1, | though, 


. 


W 
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though hebe the Purchaſer of all, 
Heir of all; becauſe he received his'ds 
vine Nature from his Father, and that di- 
vine Nature ſtamped an infinite value u 
the Purchaſe-money which bought: all; 
May I ſhadow it out by an imperfect Simi- 
ltitude : A Son receives-vaſt ſums from his 
Father, and with them purchaſes an eſtate 
im Eands ro himſelf ; that-Son is the Pur- 
chaſer of thoſe Lands in reſpe& of his own 
Formens of the Money,” and yet in a ſence 
is Heir to them in reſpe& of his receipe 


of the Money from his-Father ; So the E- 


ternal Son of God is the Purchaſer of all, 
for he paid'down his own Blood and Righs 
reouſneſs as the Price 3 and yet he is Heir 
of all, for that Price had its: valuefrom 
the divine *Nature, and' that divine Nas 
fure was received from his Father in [the 
Eternal Generation. There is no doubr 
then ( as long as Chriſt is God) but:thav 
his Obedience hath value enough in it ſelf. 

--2, Ithath #uſſicientiens ordinatanm, and 
this appears 
1. By theWill of Chriſt who paid down 
the Price. 

2. By the Will of God who receivedits 
both their Wills concentre in the work of 
Redemptian; and the ronnſebof peace is bes 
fween then both,Zach. 6413+ I, It 


he is 


"3 - 


when he paid:down his. 
was: his) meaning2 Sarcly not a. ticele of 
ence Was irrati done,.nor 
adrop of his Blood irrationally ſhed;whar 
then was his mibaning in-ie? Was it not/to, 
dillolve the Chains of Sin, open the Pritom 
of Wrath, and tpoil and triumph over he 
bloody Jaylos Saran ? Was it not to pro- 
cure the ftanding of the Body of Nature; 
the ſhedding down of the Spirit of, Grac 
and the ing a door to Heaven an 
eternal L Life> FThefe were the things © 
which the divine and. humane Wyll © 
Chriſt were both ſer ;: his divine Will was 
ſet upon them 3 for before the foundations 
of the World, \even in his joyous Eternity 
with his Father, his delights were with the, 
fons of men,Prov;3,31,and when the Wopld 
was up, he appeared to Abrehamin a hu- 
mane- ſhape; and to Moſes to uſher 1n a 
temporal Redemption ; the firſt as a pre» 
ladiam to. his Incarnation, and the latter 
23-4 preludinm to our Redemption, and, 
both as 7;demon(tration that the work of 
Salvation was-in his Heart,” And-.after- 
wards inthe days of his fleſh, his humane' 
Will-neyer parted from his divine, but 10 a 
ago of Loye always run upou Redempti- 
F on 5 
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ons this he he for in a long circuit of 

tence,and ſought with-a mW ove you: 
till it was finiſhed 5 this be t for in 
his bloody Agony, and when his humane 
Will as Nature ſhrunk back from the Cup 
of Wrath, yet the ſame Will as Reaſon 
kiſſed and drunk it off to the bottom in 
order to Redemption; this he ardently 
purſued after through Croſs-tortures and 
Soul-travels, and rather than fail of it, he 
would for a time be forſaken even of God 
himſelf; and when he cried our, 7 thirſt, 
his greateſt thirſt of all was after this, and 
could never be quenched till he came to a 
conſummatun eft. Thus ſtood the mind of 
Chriſt in the buſineſs. 

2. It appears by the Will of God, and 
that in two things. 

1. God decreed this Price to be paid for 
the ends aforeſaid. 

2. God accepted it being paid for the 
ends aforeſaid. _ 

1. (God decreed this Price to be paid 5; 
Chriſt did not glorifie bimpelf in Je 
himſelf an high-prieſt or ſurety ; but he that 
faid nnto him, Thon art my ſou, this day have 
I begotten thee, Heb.5.5. Chriſt's P was 
begotten out of the Subſtance of God, 
and his Office as it were begotten out g 
tac 


the Will of God, God 
tim to thar Office, x Pes. 1.26. and ivr the 
fulneſs of rime ceFed him to it, Heb. 5. Io. 
and for more effurance, his 
Seal to his Call, Job.6.27. and hi; 0athto 
both, Heb.7.21. /and all ro Thew forth his 
immutable p the Tame. 
Chriſt was booked down for a Redecmet 
it the eternal Volumes, and ſlain above 
in the Decree long before he was ſlain be- 
low 1 tire. Infinite Love impregnated 
the divine Will with the Decree of Re- 
demption, and that Decree ſent forth our 
Redeemer,and put a 7 Tedrov _ his righ- 
feonſneſs, Matth. 3.15. a 3s wpon the 
cup of wrath, Joh.12.29. and a O% wpon his 
death and ſufferings, Matth, 16.21. and all 
this that rhe myſtery of Redemption, hid fron 
aves i the will of God, Col. 1, 26. might 
come abroad into the World ; When the 
fulneſs of tinte was come, God ſent forth his 
Son made of a woman, made under the Lew, 
toredeem them that were under the Lai , 
Gal.4.4,5. CO what a Fir window is hete 
opened 'imto God's - heart ! Redemprion 
wasdecreed, and thetefore God ſert forth 
bit Sony the time was decreed, and thetes 
fore he (ent him forth i» the fulneſ; of times 
andthe Price was _—_—_ aud therefore 
| 2 be 


| of ewok of tedbngtions. 5f9, © © 
ordained 
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he ſent him forth wide of @ Poman,' wade 
under the Lew, that is, to take a humane 
Nature, and-pay it down in all Obedience 
as the Price of our Redemption. 
| 2 As God: decreed this. Price /to be 
paid; fo he accepted it .being-paid, aud 
_ this includes-in ittwo things. +». 
- F:; That this Price was paid to-him. 
og That this Pxice was accepted- by 
m. pay = | nl 
x, This Pzice waypaid to him4- Chriſt 
affered bimſelf to God, Heb.g.14. Whether 
we conlider this Price as redemptive from 
evil,or as procurative of good, both ways 
K was paidto God; as redemptive-trom 
evil it was paid to him as a righteous Law- 
giver and Judge, .and as procurative of 
good it was paid to him as a-great Remu- 
nerator and faithful Promiſer. - God 1s the 
Law-giver againſt whoſe Laws we rebel- 
led, and God is the Judge whofor our re- 
bellions againſt hisLaw,. odor TI6 mobi 
Tas, ſhut ws all up in priſon, Rom. 11, 32- 
there we lay uni3no 7" te, under the 
judgment of God, Rom.3.19, aud his wrath 
abode upon us, Joh. 3. 36, therefore this 
Price as redemptive from eytl-was paid 
to God as the Law-giver and;Judge,. That 
Sociniatycayil, That if thiswerea proper 
« T Ke- 


of ”* wh hrs by 
on, JRPrns ſhould by pig 
en {ut becauſe we are redeenied 
ok hang is «bark mere trifle. ; for God ' 
troy Law-giver and Judge, he 
hath the Keys of Death and Hell ; 

and properly Sinners are Priſoners 

only © him, Satan is but ag'the Jaylor or 
Under-officer, acting under the authority 
of this Judge; the Guilt , of Sin is but as 
the Chains or Fetters, binding under the. 
Juſtice of this Law- ver ; who ever 
reador heard of 'a edemption 
pars to the Jaylor or Fetters? yet 
the payment thereof the Captive is 
Adlivered from them . both. Hence it is 


that our Saviour Chriſt was both Aerta- 


ter arid Bellator, Mercator as to God to 
whom he paid the Price, and Be[/ator as 
apainſt'Satan whom he conquered; and 
both theſe the Apoſtle expreſſes together, 
He blotted out the hand-writine, nailing it 
to bis croſs, and ſpoiled Priucipalities and 
powers triumphing over them in it,Col.2.14, 
15. "He paid God the Ptite and not Sa- 
tan, he ſpoiled and triumphed over Satan, 
and not over God. Again; as this Price 
as redemptive from evil was paid to God 
as a Law-givet good was ſo this Price as 
procurative of yr was paid to God - 
the 
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the graat Remunerator. and faithful Pro» 
milſcr. God isa great Remunerator,, for 
- he rewards according to the condecency 
of his goadnels; and a faithful Promilcr 

for he will not ſuffer one jot or tittle of 
his Promiſes to fall to the ground 3 hecn- 

ged himſelf to Chriſt, that his blood 
ful bereturned in all good thi he 
gave him the Promiſe of « ſeed, and to 
raiſe it up, the Promiſe of bis $pirit, and 


to crown 1 e Promiſe.of eternal [; es 
If by expreſs compact to 


he bound 
wakehim « light to the Gentiles, a covenant 
to the people, and ſalvation to the ends of the 
earth, Tſai. 49. 6,8. Wherefore this Price 
as procurative of gaod was paid to God as 
2 Remunerator and Prowiler. 

2. As this Price was paid to God, fo 
it was accepted by him for the ends afore- 
faid. Indeed ſimply and abſtraftively from 
his own Decree he was not bound to ac- 
cept of this price (though of an immenſe 
and infinite value) as forus; I ſay, as for 
us; for he might have-ſtaad upon the ri- 
gour of the Law, Do this and live, tranſ- 

reſs this and die 1n thine own perſon 3 the 
Tables of the Law might never have been 

t into the Ark , nor covered with a 

Mercy-ſeat z but this is the Joy of our 
Faith, 
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Faith, that he hath accepted it; When 
Chriſt was baptized, there was a Voice 
from Heavev, This is my beloved Son, «s & 
d,3trxnez. in whom I am well-pleaſed,Mat.3. 
17.Dno grate vocebuls.filuw &-dileFwlaith 
an Ancient,and that ſweet word 4Stxmecn 
makes upthe third. When Chriſt was ſa» 
criticed, there was «ſweet ſawel/ to God, Eph, 

$2 Godcries out, 7 have yak og = 


Job 33.244 and Chriſt, 77 nite 
30. Afterwards when he came inito the 


Grave, off flew the _ of Death, as 
24-24.25 2 tevidence that Juſtice 
——_— tae ompryJn and 
om 4. 538 all was 
gy / God's - rr; Ae raiſed -him up, and 
God's $ Juſtice could ſay nothing ahead, 
And when be was eiſen Gom the be 
_ up the Faith of his 
do thoughts ariſe in your hearts f ith = 
Luk.24-38. Do you doubt whether I am 
he who paid down the Price of Redem- 
ption? Behold ! my hands and my feet : fof- 
fs eff ſaccaw, & menavit pretinm orbis, the 
Sack of my Humanity was broke, and out 
run the Price of Redemption. Do you 
 ſ(cruple whether that Price were accepred 
of God or not? Lo! here are the returns 
of it, Ile breath the holy Ghoſt upon you, Ve 
T 4 betruſt 


betrnft the Goſpel with: you, go" preath it 16 
ery creature, make the World know.that 
Redemption; Remiſizon,” Grace, Peace , 
Sandtity, Salvation are che rerurns of my 
Blood. And afterwardsjuſtat his parting 
he bleſſed them and aſeended-up into heaven; 
he bleſſed then, to ſhew thatthe Curſe was 
gone, and aſcended up imotheaven to pol- 
ſeſs the purchaſe -of Glory, and being 
there, he ſate down at God s'right hand ; 
his work was now done,”and therefore hg 
fate down, and his work was now accept- 
ed, and therefore: he”ſate dows ut. God's 
right hand-;\there he receiped' gifts. for 
mer, and" fromthence he gave therwout a+ 
gain 5 he gave outwhat he received, and 
received what he purchaſed.” . Chriſt's Sa> 
cnfice was {6 ſweer'a favour to God, that 
_ the Miniſter, who'preaches it, is' 4 ſweet ſa+ 
vour to him, 2 Cor. 2. 15. and the Believer 
who accents 1t 74 accepred of himt;Eph.1.6. 
nay, ſo far accepred, that he' becomes 4 
Prieſt, Kevel.1.6. and his good works pleas 
Pre ſacrifices, Heb. 13.16. higprayers are 7 
turned into odours, Revel. 5.8, and his cha- 
rity into a. ſweet fore}, Phil. 48.:and all 
this by -a perfaming touch from” Chriſt's 
Merits. Ina word; all the Proclamati- 
ons of Mercy in the Scripture, all the nc 
| ons 
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dons of fin in the Conſciencey all the-In- 
fluences of Grace on the Heart;and all the 
Openings of Heaven inthe. Promiſes.are 
as ſo many- p t proofs unto =} that” 
God accepted the Price. 

Fhus having ſhewed- what” mumnerFof 

Price this &, viz. redemptive from Evit; 
rocurative of Good, andrſufficient for 
both I paſs on to the laſt Queſtion) 
. For whom was this Price paid > and 

this [ſhall cleave aſunder into WWoDneries. 

t. Whether Chriſt died for all-men 2? - 

- 2, Whether he died equally forallmen? 

In both which, whileſt I name che Dearhy 
of Chrift only! according to the uſual lan- 
guage of Divines,l comprehend his whote 
Obedience Ative and Paſlive, whereof 
his-Death was 'the complement and. ex- 
treme' Act. | 

2; Astothe firft Qrere, Whether Chriſt 
died for all men? Ianiwer aftirmatively, 
that he did;and here Ithall do two things.” , 

' "©. | ſhall Jay down the Reaſons _ 
ioton. 

12, T ſhall anfwer the Objedions thnde 
nctaſt itz and in both it will appear how 
far, or 1n what ſence 1 aflert that Chriſt 
died for all men. 

x.” } ſhall Iay down wy Reaſons: for it, 
and theſe are drawn 1, From 
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- 4; From the Will of God as the Foun- 
tain of 
2. From the Covenant of Grace as the 
Charter of it, and the Promiſes comprized 


« From the Miniſters Commiſhon who 
it. 
From certain bleſii which are the 
s Goks of it. ” 

$. From the Unbelicf of men which is 
the denial of it. 

6. From the fulneſs and glorious Re- 
dundance of Merit in Chriſt's th which 
paid for it. 

7. ng the large and general Ex- 

in Scripture concerning - the 


r. T argue from the Will of God. God's 
Will of ſalvation as the fontal Cauſe there- 
of, and Chriſt's Death as the meritorious 
Cauſe thereof are of equal latitude; God's 
_ Will of Salvation doth not extend beyond 

Chriſt's Death ; for then he ſhould intend 

to ſave ſome extra I. Neither doth 
Chriſt's Death extend beyond God's Will 
of Salvation, for then he ſhould die for 
ſome whem God would upon no terms 
fave; but theſe two are exattly cocxten= 
live. Heihce 'tis obſervable,that when the 
Apoltle 


* Of the Work of Redemption. 28g 
't Apoſtle ſpeaks of Chiiſt's. Love: to.the 
rch, he ſpeaks allo of hjs g7vigg = | 
ſelf for it,Ephi5,.25. and when he faith Go 
will have. af. men to he ſaved, 1 Tim, 2-4 BE 
faith withal, Chriſt gave himſelf a ranjors 
for all, Ver. 6, Therefore there cannot be 
a truer Meaſure of the extent of Chrilt's 
Death, than God's Will of Salvation, out 
of which the ſame did illue 3 fo far forth * 
as that Will of Salvation extends to all 
men, ſo far forth the Deathof Chriſt doth 
extend to all men, Now then how far 
doth God will the Salvation of all? 
Surely thus far, that if they believe they 
ſhall be ſaved : No Divine can deny ih y 
eſpecially ſecing Chriſt himſelf hath lai 
it down fo politively,This is the will of him 
that ſent me (faith he) that every one which 
ſeeth the Son and believeth on him may bave 
everlaſting life, fob. 6. 40. Wherefore jt 
F God will the Salvation of all men thus ſar, 
that if they believe they, ſhall be aved; 
then Chrilt diced for all menthusfar, that 
| if they believethey ſhall be, faved. - But 
y rou'l (ay that Promiſe, Whoſoever believes 
Bat be ſaved, is but Volunts ſigni and not 
Voluntas beneplaciti, which is the adequate 
Meaſure of Chriſt's Death, Unto which 
I anſiver ; If that Promile be a 
what 
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what doth it Ketific > What btx C6d's 
jo, wi ep WilY but an good pleaſure 
o © that "whoſoever believes ſhall be ſav- 
24> How elfeisthe Sign of the true Goa 
a true Sign 2 Whence is that univerſal con- 
nexion betwixt Faith & Salyation?ls it not 
4 plain efflux or produtt from the Decree 
od 2 Doth not that evidently import a 
ree, that whoſoever belioves ſhall be ſav- 
e## Surely it carmort be a falſe Signzwhere- 
fore ſofar Gotf's Will of Salvation extends 
to all men,and conſequently fo far Chriſt's 


Death extends to them. 

'- 2. Targue from the Covenant of Grace, 
and the Promiſes comprized therein. Chriſt 
is the Mediatony of the Covenant, and the 
Covenant is the New-teſtament in his blood; 
Chrift's Death doth not 'extend beyond 
the Covenant, 'for then there ſhould” be 
leſs in the Charter than in' the Purchaſe ; 
neither doth the Covenant extend beyond 
Chrift's Death, for then ' there ſhoul/ be 
more im the*Charrerthan in the Purchaſe: 
but both*thefe *run parallel in * extent. 
Thetefore fo far forth as the Covenant 
extends toalFmen, fo far forth the Death 
of Chriſt exrtndsto all men, Now then 
for the extent of the Covenant ; Are not 
thoſe Promiſes \'17þh9ſoever believes ſhall be 
__ ſaved ; 
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ſaved;whoſoever will,let bim take of the mai 
ter of.ife free] with the like, 'a parr of 
the Covenant ?.ahd are they not extenſive 
to all men ? Both are as plain as if they 
were written with a Sun-beam : Where« 
fore fo far doth Chriſt's Death extend to 
all men,as the-Covenant in any part there- 
of doth extend unto them. - - Moreover 
theſe general Promiſes undeniably extend 
toallmen, and in that extent are infalli- 
bly true; they are all faithſ»lſeyings, and 
words of truth, and their truth isfealed 1 
by Chrilt's Blood 5 wherefore as theſe Pro< 
miſes extend to all men, fo the Deathof 
Chriſt (in which they are founded ) doth 
extend to all men. If Chriftdid no way 
die for alt men, which way {ball the truth 
of theſe general Promiſes be made out > 
Whoſoever will may take the water of "ee 
What, though Chrilt-never bought &: 
him?2Whoſoever believer ſhall beſaved.Whar, 
though there; were no Avreg, no Price 
paid tor him ? Surely the Goſpel knows 
no Water of Life but  what' Chriſt 
urchaſed , nor no way of Salvation 
t a Alreg, or Price paid. But 
you'l ſay, that albeit Chriſt died-not for 
all men, yet are thoſe general Promiſes vye+ 
ry true, and that becaule-'their truth is 
founded 
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founded upon the Sufficiency of Chriſt's 
Dearty, which hath worth m it to 
redeem millions of Worlds. I anfwer.there 
is 2 double Suthciency , Sufficientia nuds 
eonliſting in the intrinſecal valae of the 
thing, and Sufficientia ordinate confilting 
in the intentional paying and receiving 
thar thing as a Price of Redemption 3 the 
firſt is that radical Sufficiency, whereby the 
thing may pothbly become a Price 5 the 
ſecond is that formal ſufficiency, where- 
by the thing doth actually become a Price, 
Let a thing be of never ſo vaſt a value in 
it ſelf, 'tis no Price at all; unleſs it be paid 
for that end, and being paid, 'tis a Price 
for no more than thoſe only for whom it 
was ſo paid; becauſe the intrinſecal worth 
how great ſoever doth nor conſtitute it a 
Price. Hence it is clear, that if Chriſt's 
Deach ( though of immenſe value) had 
been paid for none, it had been no Price 
arall; andif it were paid but for ſome, 
it wasnoPrice for the reſt for whom it was 
not paid. Theſe things premiſed, if Chriſt 
no'way died for all men, how can thoſe 
Promiſes ſtand true? All men, if they be- 
lieve, ſhall be ſaved ; ſaved, but how ? 
Shall they be ſaved by a Mig or Price of 
Redempriomthere was none at all = for 
them 3 


—_— 
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them ;z the immenſe yalue of Chriſt's death 
doth not make it a Price as to them for 
whom he died not; or ſhall they be ſaved 
without a Aires or Price 2 God's unſatis- 
fied Juſtice cannot ſuffer it, his Minato 
Law cannot bear it, neither doth the Gal- 
pel know any ſuch way of Salyation; take 
it either way, the truth of thoſe Promiles 
cannot be vindicated, unleſs we ſay, that 
Chriſt died for all men, But you'l yet 
reply,that albeit Chriſt died not for all,yet 
is the Promiſe true ; becauſe Chriſt's death 
isaot only ſufficient for all 1n it (elf, but it 
was willed by God to be fo. I anſwer,God 
willed it to be ſo, but how? Did he will 
that it ſhould be paid for all men, and fo 
be a ſufficient Price for them ? then Chriſt 
dicd for all men; or did he will that it 
ſhould not be paid for all men, but only 
be ſufficient for them in its intriaſecal va- 
lue 2 then (till it is no Price at all as to 
them, and conſequently either they may 
be ſaved without a Price, which is contra- 
ry tothe Current of the Goſpel 3 or elſe 
they cannot be ſaved at all, which is con- 
trary to the truth of the Promiſe. If it 
be yet further demanded, To what. pur- 
eis it to argue which way Reprobates 
lhall be ſaved, ſceivg none of them on 


ts. of the dark of Hodeiphions. 
gn _ Let the Apoſtle an- 
ſome did not believe ? Shall 
pa ade Kio the faith of God of hone 
effeF# 2 G w Aur 4 z yea, let Sy be true, but 
everyman 4 har, Rone.3.3.,4. And again, If 
we belive not, yet he abideth faithful and 
cannot deny bimſelf, 2 Tim. 2.13. No Rez 
probate'ever did-or will believe, yet the 
Promiſe mult be true, and true antece- 
dently to the Faith or Unbelief of mens 
true, becauſe itis the Promiſe of God, and 
antecedently true, becauſe elſe it could 
not be the Object of Faith, Wherefore 1 
conclude that Chriſt died for all men/(o 
far, asto found the truth of the general 
Promiſes, which extend to all men. 

3. Targue from the Miniſters Commil- 
fion which is, Go, preach the Goſpel to every 
ereature ; by virtue of this, they conimand 
all men every where to repent, ind toin- 
dace them thereunto, they open a door of 
Hope tothem, and to raiſe up-that oy 
they ſet forth Jeſus Chriſt evidently bes 
fore their eyes, -as if he wete crucified as 
mong them,opening his bleeding Wounds, 
and through them ſhewing his naked 
Heart, and the inward bruiſes there made 
by Gods Wrath for man's Sin ; they life 
vp' their roices and cry, Come, O poor lin- 


ners } 
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ners! come, for «// thing) are ready, here's 
Chriſt and his redeeming Blood ready; 
here's anAct of free Grace & Pardon (eal'd 
in that Blood, here's a HeaveFof Recons 
ciliation, and at the end thereot aHeaven 
of Glory open before you 3 Com&O come 
without delay 5 Behold /'now'4s the accept» 
ed time, the day of ſalvation,come,and yout 
Sins ſhall be blotted our, come and yous 
 Soulsfhall live for ever; whileſ(t it is. call- 
ed t9 day, 'we befecch you, be you Fecons 
cited knto God 5 why (ſhould your ummors 
tal Souls , ſaveable through Chriltz' be 
choaked with worldly Thorns,or nchants 
ed wich baſe Luſts; /or inhabited: by un» 
clean Devils > Turn ye, turn ye, why will je 
die? And in all this,they befpeak not the 
Elect only, bur others too; fog their Com» 
miſſion reaches-to every creafare : neither 
dothey utter their own humane Paſlions, 
but purſue their divine Commiſſion 4 for 
in all their patherical beſeechings God him: 
ſelf beſeeches,-2 Cor. 5. 28. in all their loud 
out-cries Wifdom it (elf cries out, Prov. 8. 
1, 4. in at their carneſt expoſtulations, 
Chriſt himſelf tands at the door and knocks, 
Rbv.3; 29. mall their holy: Dottrines the 
Kingdom of: Heavers comes wigh unto men, 
Luk 10.1 v; and mn. all their1ovitations 16 


"3 the 
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the Evangelical Feaſt made up of Chriſt's 
Fleſh and Blood, which 1s meat in- 
deed , - and drink indeed , God him- 
ſelf invite and bids men, eat and 
drink for his heart is with them. \ Theſe 
things bbing o, it neceſlarily follows that 
Chriſt died for all men 3 becauſe the Ob- 
lation of Chriſt in the Goſpel is founded 
on his Oblation on the Croſs, and the Mi- 
niſtery of Reconciliation is founded on | 
the Myſtery of -it. Hence the Apoltle 
joins both-rogether 3 God was in Chriſt 
reconciling the world to himſelf, and hath 
eommitied to us the word of reconcilia- ' 
tion, 2 Cor. 5. 19. And in another place, 
Chriſt gave bifalf a ranſom for all, to be 
teſtified in due time, 1 Tim.2.6, The word 
af ReconAdljation is extenlive to all,there- 
fore ſo is thework ; the Price of Redem- 
ption may be teſtified to all, therefore it 
was paid for all, fo far as to found that te- 
ſtimony of Jeſus which is the ſpirit of Pro- 
phecy. Butif Chriſt no way died for all 
men, how came the Miniſters Commiſhon 
to be ſo large? They command men, to 
repent that their {ins may-be blotted out, 
but how can' their ſins be blotted out for 
whom Chriſt was aot made ſin? They 
belcech men to be reconculed to God, but 

; W 
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how (hall they be reconciled for whom 
Chriſt paid no Price at all?: They call acid 
cry out to men to come to Chriſt that they 
may have lite, but how . can they have 
like for whom Chriſt was no Sorety Mhis 
Death? If then Chriſt died for all mem; 
the Miniſtery is a triſe Miniſtery as to all z 
bur if Ghrilt died only for the Eleft, what 
is the Miniſtery as to the relt ? Thoſe Ex+ 
hortations, which as to the Elect are real 
undiflembled ofters of Grace, as to the 
reſt ſeem to be bur golden Dreams and 
Shadows ; thoſe Calls, which as to the 
Ele&t are right Miniſterial Acts, as to 
- the reſt appear as Extraminiſterial Blots 
and Err4ta's ; thoſe Invitations to the 
Goſpel-feaſt, which as to tlie Elect are- the 
cordial wooings and beſeechings of God 
himſelf, as to the ret look like the words 
of mere men (peaking at random and with- 
out Commilſton : for alas! *why ſhould 
they come to that Fealt for whom nothing 
1s prepared ? How ſhould they eat and 
drink for whom the Lamb was never (lain? 
Wherefore I conclude that Chriſt died 
tor all mens fo faras to found the truth of 
the Miniſtery towards them. | 
4+ Largue from the Bleflings purchaſed 
by Chriſt's Death 3 one great Bleſling t5 
T1 Salva- 
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Salvation on Goſpet Terms. Lapſed An» 
ER be damned, but Men, nay, 'all 
may be ſaved on Goſpel-terms; there 

is #4 owTH1e lt, '« common Salvation to 
cthe#; and O what a bleſſing is this, eſpe- 
cially to ſuch as live under the Goſpel! 
there is nothing ſtands between them and 
Heaven but their own Will, they will not 
come to Chrift that they may have life ; Oh! 
what would the damned Spirits in Hell 
give for ſuch a doot of Hope, as hath no 
other bar but what is in their own Hearts! 
how: would they fweat and ſtrive with 
tears and ſtrongeries to enter inat it! A 
fecond Blefling 1s the Pattence' of God, 
which' waits upon Sinners, and by ſome 
glirmmerings of Mercy /eads them to repen- 
tance.” A third Bleſſing is the Difpenſa- 
tion of Gifts z even in the' Wilderne6 of 
the Pagan-world there are Moral Vertues, 
and inthe Fder of the Church there are 
even m thoſe that periſh, ſome touches of 
the holy Ghoſt, taſtes of the heavenly 
Gift and feelings of the Powers of the 
World to come, and whenceare theſe but 
from the Death of Chriſt > As'David call- 
ed the water of Bethlehenr the blood of hi 
worthies, ſo'may I call theſe Bleffings the 
blood of Chrift. Wherefore Chrilt died = 
r 
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far for all, as to procure ſome Bleflings for 
them. tees 
5. I argue from the Unbelief of Men, 
which is wonderfully aggravated in Seri- 
- pture : through Jeſus Chriſt there is areal 
offer of Grace made,but Unbeliefreceives 
# in vain,2 Cor.6.1. great Salvation is pre- 
_ but Unbelief negleFr it, Heb. 2. 2. 
tefnal Reſt is promiſed, but Unbelief 
comes ſhort of it, Heb.q.1. the Kingdom'of 
Heaven comes nigh to men, but Unbelief 
draws back from it,Heb.10.39; God him- 
ſelf bears witneſs that there is Life in his 
Gon, even for all if they believe, but Un- 
belief faith No to it, and doth what it can 
to make him a liar, 1 Joh.5.1o. Chriſt is ſet 
forth before our eyes as the great Expia- 
tory Sacrifice, and evidently ſer forth as 
if he were crucified among us, his Blood 
runs freſh'in the Veins of the Goſpel, but 
Unbelief reerncifies the Sor of God, Heb.6. 
6.tramples his precious blood under foot, Heb. 
10.29. and doth as it were nullifie his glo- 
rious Sacrifice fo that as to final Unbeltev- 
ers & &T1 amo\dmrela gucia, there ro more re- 
maineth a ſacrifice, Heb. 10.26. as to their 
Salvation, 'ris asif there were no Sacrifice 
at all for them : But if Chriſtdied notfor 
all men, how can theſe things be 2 How 
V 3 can 
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can thoſe men- receive Grace in vain \fot 
whom it was never procured ? or negle& 
Salvarian tor whom it was never prepared? 
How can they fall (hort of eternal Reſt for 
whom it was never” purchaſed ? ar. draw 
back from the Kingdom of Heaven which 
pever approached unto them 2 How .can 
there be life in Chriſt for thoſe for whom 
he never died ?/ and if not, which way 
doth-their Unbelicf give God-.the. lye? 
How can they recrucitie the Son of God 
for whom he was never. crucited ? or 
trample on that precious Blood which was 
never ſhed for them 2 The Devils, as full 
of malice as they are againſt Chriſt, are 
never ſ4id to do it, and 'why are men 
charged with it?I take it, becauſe men haye 
ſome {hare in him; and Devils none at al), 

6; Targue from the Death of Chriſt, 
which hath a ſuperexcelleht Redundance 
of 'Merit4n itynot only becauſe of its in- 
trinſecal value, but becauſe of the divine 
Qrcdination; there are unſearchable riches 
jon.Chriſt, enongh to pay all mens Debts; 
there are Pleonaſms of Grace in him , 
varerAtoram xaos, Grace ſupcraboundcd , 
ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Tir. 1. 14. Salvation 
flaws out from him actually upon all Be- 
| hevers, and by a glorions ſuperctiluence 
it 
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t would run-over upon-alt men if they 
did believe :- Asit was with the Widows 
litte Pot of Oil, 2 Kings 4:6. the Oil did 
run-till all the Veſſels were+- full, and then 
it ſtaid; the Widow called for another 
Veſlel, and if ſhe. had had many more 
there, the Oil in the Pot would have fall- 
ed themall ; Even ſo ( pardon the Com- 
pariſon ) it is with the immenſe Sea of 
Chriſt's Merits, -itactually fills all the Veſ- 
ſels of Faith, and then it ſtays as it were 
for want of Veſlels; mean-while Chriſt 
calls and cries out for more,and if all men 
would come and bring their Veſſels to him 
he would fill them all 4 doubtleſs if all 
men did believe, all. would fee the 
Glory of God, all would have the Ri- 
vers of Iiving water flowing in them, all 
would feel ſpiritual Miracles wrought in 
their Hearts, by that Chriſt who fits: at 
the right hand of Power, and conſequent-= 
ly all would find an experimental witneſs 
m themſelves that Chriſt died for themall. 

7. I argue from the general and large 
pr Yr in Scripture touching Chriſt 
and his Death 3 Chriſt died for all, 2 Cor. 
5: 15: fdr every wan, Heb.2.9, be gave him- 
ſelf for the world, Joh. 6. 51. far the whole 
world, 1 Joh.2.2. he isſ(tiled the Saviour of 
V 4 the 


the world; n1Joh:4.t 4aand iis Salvation is 
called 4 common: ſalvation, Jude Ver. 3.4 
ſalvation prepared before the face of all pea+ 
ple, Lak;2.3 1. and fewing forth 19 the ends 
o | the earth, Iſai. g9. 6. the Goſpelof this * 
10n 15s t0/-be to all nations, 
Matth; 28. ig. end to every creature, Mark 
x6;15. there 18 26&£ 44 awed, grace bring- 
my ſalvation to all men, Tit; 2:11. 2 door 
of Hope open. tothem,becauſe Chriſt gave 
himſelf raxſo: for all, 1\Tim:2.6. T know 
not-what could be mare; emphatical to 
point out the. Hoiverſality.of: Redempti- 
en? But you'l-fay, all theſe general Ex- 
reſhwns do but denote geirera: ſingulorn me, 
of all forts, the World of the Elect; 

or the All of Behievers. ied, & 
In anſwertowwhich E ſhall onlyput two 
Sneries. F-22483. - ; , 
- .I. If thoſe general Expreſſions denote 
only the Wotld of the Eledt, or the Allot 
Behevers,: why: 15 it not ſaid in Scripture; 
that God eleGed: all and every man, the 
World andthe whole - World ? in that 
fence "tis as true: that God cletted themall, 
as 'tis that Chriſt died for them all 5 Why 
then doth the holy Spirits altogether- for» 
bear thoſe general Expreſlions in the mat- 
ter of Election, which it uſeth in the mats» 
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ter of Redemption? Surely. it imports thus 
much unto! us , that Recathprion harh a 
larger Spherethan Election and therefore 
the Scriptures contract Election im words 
of Speciality only, whileſt they open and 
dilate Redemption in emphatical Genes 
2: If thoſe general Expreſſions denote 
only the Warld of the Elett or the All of 
Believers, why doth the Scripture uſe ſuch 
very differeat language inthe ſame thing ? 
Sometimes {Chriſt is called the ſavipur 4 
the world, and ſometimes the ſavionr of 

body; ſometimes 'tis ſaid that Chriſt died of 
geve himpelf for all,or for the world,& fore« 
times it-1s {nd that hedied or gave ' hints 
ſelf for the Church or for bis ſheep.” *Whd 
can imagine that ſuch words of univerſali- 
ty, and ſuch. words of fpeciality ſhould be 
of the ſame latitude? that one and the 
ſame thing ſhould be imported in both ? 
Moreover, the Scripture doth make a fip- 
nal diſtinction; when it ſpeaks of his giv- 
mg himfelf. or dying for all, it ſays only 
that he died forall or gave himſelf a Ran- 
fomfor all : But when it ſpeaksbf giving 
himſelf: for his Church, it ſays that be ſan- 
#ified: himſelf that it might be ſanf@ifſed 
thrgpgh the truth, Joh. 17. 19. and #hat- ho 
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geve bimſelf for it, that he might pmrifie to 
bimſelf a peculiar people, Tit. 2.14. and that 
he geve himſelf for it, that he might ſan@ifie 
end cleenſe it by the word, and _ it to 
bimſelf a glorious Church without ſpot or 
wrinkle, Eph. 5. 25,26, 27. Never in all 
the Scripture 1s it ſaid that he gave him- - 
ſelffor all, or. for the World,that he might 
ſandifie, or cleanſe it, or make it a pecu- 
liar People, or glorious Church, which 
yet might have been truly aid, if the All 
were no more than the All of Believers, or 
the World than the World of the Ele& ; 
wherefore to me it ſeems clear from thoſe 
various Expreſſions and the obſervable di- 
ſtinQions in them, that the All for whom 
Chriſt died1s. larger than the All of Be- 
lievers, and the-World for whom Chriſt 
ous himſelf larger than the World of the 
El 

2, Having laid down my own Reaſons, 
I procede to anſwer the Objeftions made 
againſt this Opinion. 

0bje@. 1. It Chriſt died forall men,then 
all would believe, for Chriſt's Death pro- 
cures allGraces, and in particular, Faith 5 
ſeeing then all men have not Faith, cither 
Chriſt did not die for them all, or elſe he 
laſcth part of his Purchaſe, ” 
I an- 
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I anſwer that Chriſt's Death is 
tive ofall Gracesand particularly "fFaint? 
fo far as it is a Price; and it 1s a Price 6 
far, as it was paid down by, Ghriſt and ac- 
cepted by God for that purpoſe: for ina 
Price there muſt be both Sufficientia nuda 
conliſting in the intrinſecal value of the 
thing, and. Sufficientia ordinate conſiſting 
in the intentional paying and receivi 
that thing asa Price. Now Chriſt's deat 
was paid down by him and accepted 
by God as a Price; with a; double Re- 
ſpect. As forall men it was paid and ac- 
cepted as a Price, fo far forth, as to. pro- 
cure for them a ground for-their Faith, 
viz. that they might be ſaved on Goſpel- 
terms. And asfor the Elect itwas further 
paid and accepted as a Price; fo far as to 
proges the very Grace of Faith for.them, 
hfis our Saviour Chriſt ( who beſt knew 
both upon what Terms he paid down the 
price, and upon what Terms his Father 
received it) opens this myſterious Diſpen- 


ſation ; I came down from heaven (ſaith he) 


not to do my own will bat the will of him that 
ſent me, Joh. 6.33. and what was that? As 
to all men, 'twas that every one that ſeeth 
the Son and belicveth on bim may have ever- 
laiting life, Ver. 40. and as to the Elec, 
'twas 


Jo Of ihe Work of Redemption. 
that #ll thoſe ſhonld by faith come unto 
Ver. 5y.' and never up Ver. 39. 
Chriſt” chen' died for- #11 'men;' not (o far 
forth-as to'procure the Grace of Faith, 
but ſo far forth'as to procure Salvation on 
Goſpel-terms for them ; therefore, albeit 
M! do not believe, it follows not either 
thae Chriſtdid not at all die for them, or 
that heloſeth part of his Purchaſe. Chriſt's '$ 
Death is procurative of Faith, not in re- 

ference to all, butto the Eled: 
© Objed. 2. If Chriſt died fot all men, why 
15 not the Goſpel revealed tothem ? many 
Pagan Nations have no glimpſe of a Chriſt. 

Tanſwertwo things. - 

-+-x. God hath not left hiniſelf altogether 
withour witneſs, no, not in the Pagan- 
world; the inviſible Spirit renders him- 
(WFrifible m the Glaſs of the World, Rowe, 
r. "40. and'as it were pa/pable in the body 
of Nature ; the very Heitthens may ſee ad 
feel him in every creature, Als 17.27. nay, 
and in themſelves too.for hisPreſence is not 
far off front theme, & his candle burns within 
them,Prov.25727.6 when by this Candle it 
appears,that there is Juſtice inGod and Sin 
in then 3, yet that they may (till ſeek after 
him,he lets oat ſome glimmerings of mercy 
Cplacability towards themzthe very ſtand- 
| ing 
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ing of the World utters Omewhat of this, 
The Pfalmiſt tells us of 4 line 7 the beaver, 
Pſal.19.4. God in-the Creation drew lines 
of Power and Wiſdom over the Sphere 
of Nature , 'bur Chriſt in Redemption 
ſtruck a line of Mercy quize through it,and 
that legible even to- the Hearhens, foraſ 
much as they know 7d Azaifua Th Drs, the 

S&windi@wve juſtice of God,Row.1.32. and yet 
ſeethe World ftanding, and not- daſhed 
down about the Sinners'Ears; they know 
there is a Ginn, & divine vengeance, AGts 28, 

4. and yet they are not conſamed ; they 

ſee Juſtice as it were winking, AG#s 17: 20) 

judgment ſlumbring,2 Pet. 2.7, and infinite 
Patience and Lony-ſuffering waiting and 
leading them to Repent ance, Roxy. 2. 4. they 
have | Jeux limp of pardoning Mercy 4 
where there 1s 10 pardoning mercy at all; 

there is no room for repentance: but the Pas 
tience of God is a kind of temporal pardori 

of the puniſhment, 8& that temporal pardott 

of the puniſhment points out that Merey 

which can give an abſolute pardon of the 

Sin, and the true dutt and tendency of that 
Mercy is to lead men toRepentance z' and 
if there wereany-man in the Pagan-world 
who did in truth repent and conrvert”t6 
God, I make no queltion -at all; but that 
he 
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he ſhould be faved, and probably not 
without the expreſs knowledge of Chriſt 
indulged to him; for wpor all that fear 
Gods Name will the Sun of rigteouſueſs ariſe 
with healing under his wings, Mal. 4.2 Here 
then is «liquid Evangelii, though not the 
expreſs knowledge of Chriſt. 

2. As to the Argument, let us weigh 
what may be deducted from Chriſt's death 
as univerſal : If Chriſt dicd for all men, it 
follows from thence that Chriſt may be 
preached to all, but it follows not from 
thence that Chriſt (hall be preached to all ; 
it follows that -Chriſt may be preached to 
all, for he, who was offered for all on the 
Croſs,may be offered to all in the Goſpel ; 
there is na; Pagan in the World to whom 
Chriſt may not be offered. And if there 
were but one great Ear or Organ of Hear- 
ing common to all, how wouldChriſt's Mi- 
nilters always be filling it with Golpel?Bur 
itfollowsnot that Chriſt ſhall be preached 
toall z forthe Goſpel is God's own, and 
he may do with his own as he pleaſeths 
and Chriſt who purchaſed for all the Be- 
ing of the Goſpel as far as the general Pro- 
miles go, yet purchaſed not for all the 
publication thereofdn a word ; the Pagans 
have ſome glimmerings of Goſpel , and 

| may 
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may be ſaved on Goſpel-terms-, which 
ſhewsthat Chriſt fo far died for themz and 
that they have-not the exprels knowledge 
of Chrilt, is a deep Abyſs much. fitter, to 
be adored than dived into by us. 

o0bjeF. 3. If Chrilt died for all,men, 
then he intercedes. for all ; but he intes- 
cedes only for the Elect, therefore he di- 
ed for them only. 

I anſwer that Chriſt doth in ſome ſort 
intercede for all men 3 and this I ſhall clear 
ſeveral ways, 

1. From the Nature of Chriſt's Inter- 
ceſton; that is not a formal Prayer, but 
an opperng in the Holy of Holes before 
the face of God as an Advocate, and there 
preſenting his Blood and Righteouſneſs 
in their freſhneſs and endleſs hte of 
Merit, with a Will that all the Grace pur- 
chaſed thereby may be diſpenſed to the 
ſons of men ; therefore Chriſt even ia 
Glory ſtands «<5 ioqgaſulecs, es one ſlaim , 
Rev.5.6. ſhewing his bleeding Wounds to 
make Interceſion with God. Hence « 
follows, that his Interceſhon ( being a 
kind of celeſtial Oblation ) perte(ly an- 
(wers to. his Oblation on the Croſsz. he is 
an Advocate above, ſo far as he was a 
Surety here below 3 bis Elood ſpeaks the 


very 


very lane things it Heaven as-it did on 
Earth, and his Will ſtands in the fame po- 
ſtare towards Sinners there as here. Now, 
how fat was Chriſt a Surety for all > Sare- 
ly thus far, that all may be ſaved if they 
believes elſe either they cannot be ſaved 
at all which is contrary to the truth of che 
Promiſe, or they may be faved/ without 
a Surety, which is cont to the current 
of the Scriptures. Bur if he were (6 far 4 
Surety for all, then he is'{6 far an Advo- 
cate forall ; for he appears uri -Advocate 
mn Heaven fot all thoſe for whom he ap- 
peared as a Sutety 6n the Croſs. Henve 
the Apoſtle ſaith in general, 'If any mite 
fin we have art advocate with the Father, 
IRE. he faith not ſtrictly, if the- Elect 
n, bur at large, if any man fir, we have up 
advocate; and as the truegromd-work of 
thisygeneral Advocation, he adds; he #s the 
proprtiation for the whole world,Ver.2. So 
far forth as he was a Propitiation for the 
World, fo far forth he is an Advocate ' for 
it. And another Apoſtle affirms that Chrilt 
152 Mediator between God and men, 1 Tim. 
2. 5. he faith not betwixt God and his 
Charch, but betwixt God 11d men 5 and 
the following words give the true-reafon 


of it, Chrift gave himſelf a reyſon#ffor «ll, 
Ver. 
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Ver.6. he isno lels a Mediator for all,than, 
he was a Ranſom for,all. Chriſt's Bleod 
ſhed on theCrols ſpake thus far for all men 
that they, might have their pardon on Gals 


* pel-terms3, and afterwards peing carried, 


toHeaven it ſpeaks the very ſame language 
for them z, for the voice or (ſpeech of that 
Blood is its Merit, and that Merit is of an 
indeficient virtue. Hence that Blood can» 
not. be ſpeechleſs, becauſe it cannot be 
meritleſs; and fofar on Earth as it merit- 
ed for all, ſofar in Heaven it ſpeaks and 
intercedes for all. Moreover, as Chrilt's 
Blood ſpeaks the ſame things for them in 
Heaven, as it did on Earth ,lo Chrilt's 
Will in Heavea ſtands in the (ame poſture 
towards themvasit did on Earth 3 where- 


. fore 1n a forthe intercedes for all, 


2. From the Patience of God which 
waits on mcn, even ſuch as at laſt periſh. 
If Chriſt did not ſtand with the Incenſe 
of his ſweet-ſmelling Merits between the 
living and the dead, between the reprieved 
Sinners on Earth and the daqmacd Spirits 
in Hell, the Patience of God would not 
walt one moment upon them; 

3: From the: working of God's Spirit 5 
foras Chriſt is our. Paraclete or Advocate in 
heave, T Job.2.1.1o-the holy Spirit js Gods 

X Parss 
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clete or Adwordte on earth, Joh.16.7. Sures 
x64 the Advocate in Heaven ſpake no- 


fot theNon-leQ, the Advocate on 
Earth would not wooe them to ſalvation; 
if the Blood of Chriſt did nor at all plead 
for them, rhe Spirit of Chriſt would give 
no touches at all upon thegs, much leſs 
ſuch touches as to make them taſte the 
powers of the World to come. 

* 4- From the liberty of Prayer. Simon 
Magus(even whileſt in the gall of bitterneſs) 
was commanded to pray, As 8. 22. but, 
what without a Meduator ? No ſurely,that 
finful man, whohath no Mediator in Hea« 
ven, muſt not prefume to pray on Earth. 
I ſee no reaſon why a man merely media- 
rorleſs ſhould have more 'lieve to.pray 
than a Devil, who is therefore without 
hope becauſe without a Mediator. The 
Apoſtle commands men to pray every where, 
1 Tire.2.8, but a little before he lays down 
this as the ground-work, there is one Me- 
diator between God and men. the man Chri 
Jeſus who gave himſelf a ranſo## for all, Ver. 
$s and6. The Mediation of Chriſt opens 
the door to Prayer. 

Wherefore as to this ObjeQtion I anſwer 
thus 3 Chriſt intercedes for all men im fach 
ſort as hedicd for them 3 Iſfay in ſuch ſort, 


for 


of” the Work of Redemption. © $07 
for there is a vaſt differedce"betweet tris 
general Interceſſion for all, arid his ſpect- 
al Interceſſion for the Ele& : For as Chriſt 
by his Blood ſhed on the Croſs merited 
for all in general that they might be ſaved 
on Goſpel-terms, and merired for rhe E- 
let in ſpecial that they ſhould believe 
and be ſaved ; fo by the ſame blood pre- 
ſented in Heaven he intercedes for all that 
they may be ſaved on Goſpel-terms, and 
intercedes for the Ele(t rhat rhey may be- : 
lieve and be ſaved. And thus he is the 
complete Mediator of the Covenant 3 as 
the general Promiſes extend to all, fo an- 
ſwerably he intercedes for all; and as the 
ſpecial Prorfiiſes point only at the Ele@, (6 
proportionably he intercedes for the Elect. 

0bjeF, 4. It Chriſt died for all men, 
then he was a Surety for all and ſatisfied 
for the fins of all, and conſequently God 
hath a double Satsfation; one 1a Chri't 
the Surety, and another ta the perſons of 
the Damned, which is againſt the nature 
of his Juſtice. | 

lathis Argument are two conſequers 
ces to be weighed. 

rt. If Chriſt died for all, then he was 4 
Surety for all & ſatisfied for the (ias of all. 

2; If Chriſt ſo fatisfied for the fins of al), 
X 3 then 
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then God hath a double SatisfaQtion, which 
is againſt Juſtice. 

As to the firſt conſequence I admit it as 
a very Truth, that Chriſt was a Surety for 
all, and ſatisfied for the fins of- all ; for if 
all did believe and repent, the fins of all 
ſhould be remitted, and remitted they 
could not be without a Surety, and a Sure- 
ty making Satisfaftion 3 therefore ſuch a 

urety was Chriſt for them all, 

As to the ſecond conſequence, If Chriſt 
ſatisfied for the fins of all, then God hath 
a double Satisfaftion, and that is againſt 
Juſtice. I (hall firſt premiſe ſome diſtinRi- 
ons and then anſwer, 

I. Tſhall premiſe three diſtinctions. 

7. Either thy firſt Satisfaftion was made 
to the Creditor or Law-giver by the Deb- 
tor or Offender himſelf,or elſe it was made 
by a Surety 3 ifit was made by himſelf, Ju- 
{tice forbids a ſecond Satisfaction. ' 

2. The firſt Satisfaction being made by 
a Surety, was either made by a Surety of 
the Debtors or Offenders own procuring, 
or elſe by a Surety -procured by the Cre- 
ditor or Law-giver 3 if it was made bya 
Surety procured by the Debtor or Offen- 
der himſelf, Juſtice forbids a ſecond Satis- 
tation ; for 'tis all one as if he bad fatisfi- 
cd by himſelf, 3. When 
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3. When a Surety provided by the 
Creditor or Law-giver makes the firſt Sa- 
tisfadtion, either he makes Satisfattion in 
ſach ſort, as that the Debtor or Offender 
ſhall be thereby immediately, zpſo fa@o, 
without any more ado diſcharged, or elſe 
he makes Sariffaction in ſuch ſort, as that 
the Debtor or Offender ſhall be thereby 
diſcharged, but upon the performance of 
ſome Gonlitions and not otherwiſe ; if. 
the Surety make SatisfaCtion in the former 
way, ſtill Juſtice forbids a ſecond Satisfa- 
Ction 3 but if he make Satisfaction in the 
latter way, then upon the final _—_ 
formance of thoſe Conditions , Juſtice 
may admit a ſecond Satisfattion. I will 
Hluſtrate this by two inſtances: Suppoſe 
a man indebted to another in 1000. 4. the 
Creditor procures his Son to lay down the 
mony-1n fatisfa&tion of the Debt, but with- 
al it 1s agreed between them, that the Deb- 
tor ſhall be diſcharged from his Debt,if he 
aſſent to this payment and not otherwiſe ; 
if then the-Debtor diſſent, the Creditor 
may jultly demand of him a ſecond Satis- 
faftion. Again ; ſuppoſe multitudes of 
attainted Traitors be {hut up in Priſon, 
and the King procures his Son to ſuffer pu- 
niſhment in their ſtead, but withal the 
X 3 King 
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King and his Son proclame it as a Law,that 
none of the Traitors ſhall be thereby ab- 
ſolved, unleſs ſuch as honour and do Ho- 
mage ynto them z if any Traitor refuſe to 
do it, the King may juſtly exact a ſecond 
Satisfattion : and the reaſon of both is 
this, becauſe the Debtor ap Traitor not 
pertorming theConditions can have no be- 
ncfit by the firſt Satisfaftion,and therefore 
muſt be ſubjc& to a (econd, as if there had 
been no fr at all. 

2. Theſe diſtindtions, premiſed, I an- 
ſwer, Mens Sins are Debts and Rebellians, 
and fſatisfaCtion for them is due to God as 
the great Creditor and Law-giver ; but 
this Satisfaction was not made by men 
themſelves, but by Jeſus Chriſt- as their 
Surety, and this Surety was not procured 
by men, but provided by God himſelf; 
and being provided by God,. h& did not 
pay down his fatisfattory Blood in ſuch 
ſort, as that men ſhould be thereby imme- 
diately, ipſo faFo, abſolved from their 
Debts and Rebellions, but in ſuch ſort, as 
zhat men may be acquitted. from their 
Debts and Rebellions if they repent and 
believe : wherefore if they do neither, 
they can have no benefit by Chriſt's Satis- 
faction, aud by conſequence a fecond Sa» 
34 tisfaction 
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tifation may be juſtly exacted from 
them. 

Now for the more diſtin& clearing of 
this momentous Objection I ſhall propoſe 
Four thin | 

1. God out of mere Grace procured 
Chriſt to be a Surety for men; and there- 
fore it was in his power to preſcribe the 
Conditions,upon the performatice or non- 
performance whereof men ſhould haveor 
not have benefit by Chriſt's SatisfaCtion. 

2. According to this power, God hath * 
plainly ſet down the Conditions m the 
Goſpel, viz. He that believes ſhall be ſaved, 
and he that believe s not ſhall be condemned. 

3. Theſe Conditions being thus ſet 
down by God himſelf,no man falling ſhort 
of them, can have benefit by Chriſt's Sa- 
tisfaction : If men will not receive the 4+ 
tonement, Row.5. 11, how can they be at 
peace? If they will not receive remiſſion 
of ſons, As 10. 43. how can they be par- 

oned ? We are all in a worſe Dungeon 
than Jeremy's, and if we will not put the 
cords of Grace under our Arms, p< can- 
not get outz we are all ſervants of Sin, 
and if we lay to it, We love thee; and will 
not go out free, - we muſt be bored for e- 
ternal Slaves, Chriſt hath opened- the 
X 4 Fountain 
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Fountain of his Blood, but we muſt waſh 
ja it, Zach, 13:1. Chriſt hath made a pur- 
chaſe of Souls, but we- mult believe &s 
@T 170i Wuxts, to the purchaſing of the 
ſoul, Heb, 10. 39. not that, Faith-is part of 
the Purchaſe-money, but that it.ts the Con- 
dition of the Goſpel, without which the 
glorious Purchaſe of Chriſt profits not 3 if 
men live and die in Unbehlief, &+ © «no» 
Adm ai Juoic, there remaineth no more ſacri- 
fice for them, Heb.10.26. Indeed Chriſt of- 
+ fered a Sacrifice for them, but wx t#T:, the 
benefit of that Sacrifice dath no more re- 
main unto them; upon their final Unbe- 
liet they have no more benefit by it than 
if (there -had been none at all for them : In 
which ſence I underſtand that of the Fa- 
ther, $7 non credis, non tibi deſcendit, non 
fibi paſſus eſt Chriſtws. 

4. It final Unbelievers can have no be- 
neht by Chrilt's Satisfaftion,then God may 
juſtly require a ſecond Satisfattion of 
them, becauſe they cannot plead the firſt ; 
and fo 'tis in Law as to them as if there 
had begp no firſt at all. 8himrei had a par» 
don from Solomon, but palling over Kidron 
loltitz and therefore (notwithſtanding 
theſame) was juſtly put to death for -bis 
oficnce ; Jelys Chriſt as a Surety made Sa- 
| | tisfaction 
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tisfaftionfor men; but they —_ brheir 
final Unbelief loſe the” benefit of it; and 
therefore (notwith(tanding the ſame)God 
may. juſtly require. a ſecond” Satisfaction 
from them. If 8himrei- had pleaded his 
pardon,, So/omor would have' told him, 
that's nothing to thee ever fince thou did(t 
pals over Kidron;and if Unbehevers ſhould 
plead Chriſt's Satisfattion, God would tell 
them, that's nothing to you, ſecing you 
have lived and died 1n Unbeliet. © 
0bje@, 5. Millions of men in the World 
reject Chriſt,and drop into Hell; and God 
eternallyi forefaw that it would beſo if 
then Chriſt died for theſe, there ſeems to 
be a blot upon the divineWiſdom,a failure 
in his efficacious. Will, and a loſs in the 
precious Purchaſe made by Chriſt: 

I anſwer ; 'Tis true that God eternally 
forelaw thoſe Rejeters of Chriſt, and that 
Chriſt in time died for them, nevertheleſs 
there is no blot hereby caſt on'the divine 
Wiſdom 3; 'tis no diſparagement tothe 
All-wiſe God to beſtow Means of Eternal 
Bliſs on ſuch as he eternally foreſaw would 
abuſe the ſame to their own deſtrudtion ': 
Oh! what rare Perfections did he fet up 
in the Angels, and yet he eternally fore- 
law a grekt part of them apoſtatizing and 


dropping 
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dropping to Hell 3; What an excellent [- 
mage of Holineſs did he ſtamp upon 4- 
dane e. and yet he eternally foreſaw him 
falling, and breaking all his Glory by the 
the Fall; what waitingy'of Patience, woo- 
ings of the Goſpel and touches of the holy 
Spirit doth he diſpenſe to ſuch' men as he 
eternally foreſaw would abuſe all theſe ? 
and yet in all this God's Wiſdom ſuffers 
not. The very ſame 1 may ſay of Chriſt's 
dying for ſuch as abuſe this great bleſſing z 
neither is there here any failing in the cth- 
cacious Will of God, for he wills that the 
Ele& ſhall believe and be ſaved, and he 
wills that the reſt ſhall be ſaved if they 
believe, and both theſe Wills are accom- 
liſhed , the firſt in the Event of Faith and 
Ivation. and the latter in the Connexi- 
on between Faith and Salvation, even as 
to all men, God may be ſaid to will the 
Salvation of men through Chriſt's Death 
two ways: either becauſe he wills that 
Chriſt's Death ſhould bea Price infallibl 
=—r—_ their Faith and Salvation, or elſe 
cauſe 6 wills that there ſhould be in 
Chriſt's Death an aptneſs and ſufficiency 
to ſave them on Goſpel-terms : the former 
Will points only at the Elect, andis ful- 
filled in their Grace and Glory ; the 
latter 
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latter extends to all men; and is fulfilled 
inthe aptneſs and ſutgeiency of Chriſt's 
Death to ſave them on Goſpebterms-3 mm 
both God's Will hath its efte&. Neither 
laſtly.1s there. any loſs in Chriſt's purchaſe, 
far what did he purchaſe ? As for the Er 
le&, he purchaled Faith and Salvation, 
and as for the reſt, he purchaſed Salvation 
on Goſpel-terms, in,both he. bath what 
he paidfor z forthe Elect believe and are- 
ſaved, and the reſt may be ſaved if they 
believe : therefore when men by their 
Unbelief barr themſelves of the benefit of 
Chrilt's Death, and make him in that re- 
(pet cry out, I have laboured in vain, yet 
he adds, ſurely my judgment is with the 
Lord, Iſai. 49.4+ 4s it he had ſaid, For all 
this never a drop,of my Blood is irratio- 
nally ſhed, for God (with whom my judge 
ment is) knows, that I purchaſed Salvatt- 
on for them on Goſpel-terms, although 
they by their Unbelicf deprive themſelves 
of the benefit of the Purchaſe. If-final 
Unbelievers ſhould be ſaved, Chriſt ſhould 
bave more than his Purchaſe, but it they 
are not ſaved, he hath no leſs; for he pur- 
chaſed $alvation for them on Goſpel-terms 
* Which they do not perform through their 
"own voluntary Unbelict. 
Obje@, 6. 


"Y 
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ObjeZ.'6. If Chriſt died for all men, 
then he loves all with the greateſt de- 

of Love ; for greater love hath no man 
than this that a man lay down his life for his 
friends, Joh.15.13. and this muſt needs be 
the greateſt degree of love, becauſe it 
draws all other things after its if God gave 
his own Son for ns," how ſhall he not with 

him freely give us all things, Rom. 8. 32? 
But Chriſt doth not loveall with the great- 
eſt degree of love, neither doth God give 
all things to-them 3 therefore Chriſt did 
not die for all. | 

I confeſs that Chriſt doth not love all 
men with the greateſt degree of love, nei- 
ther dothGod beſtow all bleffings on them: 
wherefore we muſt examine theſe places 
from whence theſe Inferences are made. 

As for the firlt place, greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends, it doth import one of theſe 
two things; either it doth import, that 
he that dieth for his friends hath the great- 
eſt degree or height of internal love to- 
wards them, or elſe it imports, that a mans 
death for his friends is the greateſt exter- 
nal effect and proof of his love: the firſt 


cannot be the meaning-of the place ; for - 
if it be the greateſt and maſt intenſe de- 


gree 


5 


gree of love todie for our friends, what is 


it to dic for our enemies as Chriſt did ? If 
it be the height and top of love to lay 
down our lives, how can that be done 
without any love at all as the Apoſtle ſup- 
poſeth, 1 Cor. 13. 37 The Apoſtle com- 
mands us to lay down our lives for the bre- 
thren, 1 Joh.3.16, but when a man doth it, 
heis not to have the ſame degree of love 
towards all the Brethren ; for he is tolove 
thoſe moſt in whom there is moſt of God, 
and to whom he is neareſt in Nature. IE 
ſus Chriſt laid down his life for all the 

le&, yet without doubt his love was grea- 
ter fo his Apoſtles than to ordinary Chri- 
ſtians 3 nay, and among the Apoltles,there 
was ong dearly beloved, one who lay in 
his boſom, Joh. 13, 23. Wherefore the 
meaning of the words is not, that he that 
dicth for his friends hath the greateſt de- 
gree or height of internal. love towards 
them, but that ſuch a death is the great- 
eſt effe&t and proof of his love. Chriſt in 
the 12. Verſe exhorted his Diſciples to 
love one another, and in this 13. Verſe 
he ſhews what i5 the greateſt outward evi- 
dence of love, viz. to dic for our friends. 
Now albeit Chriſt died for all men, and 


that Death was a great and high proof of 
| his 
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his Love, nothing hinders but that Chriſt, 
over and beſides his common Philanthro- 
py toall, may bear a ſpecial dffteftion to 
the Ele ; the Univerlality of his Death 
infers,not a Parity in his Love. If Facob 
had died for all his Sons, yet he might have 
loved Joſep# and Benjamin above the reſt, 
and left them! ſome ſpecial Legacies : If 
Chriſt died for all men, yet he may qnd 
doth love his Ele& above gthers,and leave 
ſome ſecret Love-tokens upon their hearts. 
As for the ſecond place, If God delivered 
p his Sox for #4, how ſhall be not with him 
Feed give us all things, Rom. 8.32. the K&y 
tounlock this Text is the word| Us;] Who 
are the Us in the Text > Who but rhe Fle& 
of God f Ver. 23. who' accordingto Ele- 
fon are effectually called, Vern48. and 
upon their Callinzs are juſtified and 
; glorified, Ver. 30? Theſe are the Us in the 
Text 3 wherefore the plain meaning of it 
is, not that if God gave his Son for all 
men, he would give them all things, but 
thatif God gave his Son for the Elet, he 
would give he all things,visz. all thin 
neceſſary to Salvation ; the Text extends 
not toall men, But you'l ſay, though the 
Text extend not to all men, yet the Ar- 
gumenr doth ; for if the Argument be 


good, 


of the Work ff Redemption. 919 
ood, that if God gave his Son for the E- 
et, he would give them all things; rhen 
the Aggie is as good, that if God 
gave his Son for all men, he would give 
them all things. I anfiver, that if God's 
Intention and Lovein ing his Son for 
all were one and the fame towards all, 
the ney were undeniable ; bur 
in givi "g his Son, had towards 
the Ele a ſpecial Love and Intention to 
beſtow Grace and Glory on them, and to- 
wards the reſt but a common Philanthro» 
py and Ordinftion thar they might be 
laved on Goſpel-terms, hence ir is clear, 
that albeit the giving of all things to rhe 
Ele tnay be interred from his giving his 
Son for them, yet the giving of all things 
toall men cannot be oech from his giv- 
ing his Son for them all ; becauſe in that 
viſithere was not the fame Love and In- 
tention towards all : Wherefore I con- 
clude that Chriſt died for all,, and =_ net» 
therare all loved with the Jromenes Eegree 
of love, nor yetare all blethngs canfefred 
upon them. 
0bje&F, 7. IfChriſt would not pray for 
all men, Y bf he died not +for all ; but, 
Chriſt would not pray for all, for he ſaith, 
T pray for them, 1 pray not for the world Job. 


_ 27.9. Anſw. 
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Anſw., This Argument muſt be formed 
one 6 theſe twowayseither thus, If Chrilt 
rayed not at all for the Non-eledt, then 
he did not- at all die for thenf ; but he 
prayed notat all for them, Ergo, he died 
not for them. Now here I muſt deny the 
Minor ; for even upon the Croſs he prayed 
for his Crucifiers, Father forgive theme, Luky 
23-34-+ not that he would have them, for- 
given though final Impenitents and Unbe- 
tevers, for that would have been againſt 
his Father's purpoſe and his own purchaſe, 
but that he would have them forgiven if 
they did believe and repent, which was 
congruous to both. But ſuppoſe there 
had been no vocal, Prayer of Chriſt tor 
them, yet ſurely there was a mental onez 
for he could npt but deſire of God tp have 
all the-fruits of his Paſſion,amongſt which 
one was, thatall men might be ſaved on 
Golpel-terms ; that grand Goſpel-axiom 
(pyeſoevyr believes ſhall be ſaved | was no 
oubt one of his delires, for it colt his pre« 
cious Blood; wherefore the Nan-elect were 
not totally excluded from his Prayers. O 
elle the Argument muſt be mand... thus; 
Chriſt prayed not for the noo 51fe in that 
famous Prayer, Joh.17. then he did not die, 
for them; but he prayed not for —_ 
; tnat 
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that Prayer, -therefore_he. died. pot for 
them. Now here the conſequence fails ; 
for what kind of Praycr was ey 9 7? 
'T was a-Prayer. peculiarly fitted for Apo» 
ſtles and Believers 3 a Prayer for their per- 
ſeverance inFaith, Ver. 14. far thtir per- 
feftion in Unity, Ver. 23, for their growth 
in Sandtification,. Ver. 17. for their abode 
with him in Glory, Ver.24. and in al] th) 
ſpedts a Prayer which could be congruau - 
ly prayed for no other but Believers, Vet. 
20. Now that Chriſt did not pray jfych 
a Prayer for-all men as was only proper, 
for Belicyers, doth not conclude, either 
that he did not at all pray Ne) ES 
he did not at all dic tor them. Thus much 
ig -anſwer to the firſt @yere, Whether, 
Chriſt died for all men ?. I pas on to- the. 
ſecond. " ck, 
Onere 2. Whether Chriſt died equally 
for all men ? 1 anſwer, that albeit &: i 
died in ſome ſort for all men, and, by vi- 
tue of his Death, all men ( if Believers 
ſhould equally be ſaved ; nevertheleſs 
Chriſt aid not dic equally for them all, 


but after a ſpecial manner for the Eled, a- 
bove and beyond all other: ; and this 1 
ſhall demonſtrate by ſeveral Arguments 
drawn 


Y i. From 


hs 
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1. From the Will of God. 
2. From the Covenant of Grace. 
3. From the Ifſue of Chriſt. 
4. From the Working of the holy 
Spirit. , | 
5. From the Bleſſings purchaſed, 
* 6. . From the Interceſlion of Chriſt. 
7. From the Event following upon 
Chriſt's Death. | 
1 From the ſpecial Expreſſions in Scri- 


r. IT argue from the Will of God. Chriſt's 
Death is the meritorious Cauſe of Salvati- 
0n,and reſpets men more or leſs proporti- 
onably as God's Will (which is the fontal 
Cauſe thereof) doth more or leſs reſpe&t 
them:God wills that all men ſhould be fav- 
ed ifthey believe,& proportionablyChriſft 
died for themall 3; God wills that the E- 
le& ſhould infatlibly believe and be ſaved, 
and ſutably Chriſt died for them in a ſpe- 
cial way; there is a peculiarity in Chriſt's 
Redemption anſwering to the peculiarity 
of God's Love. God eternally reſolved 
with himſelf that he would have a Church 
and a peculiar people, and Chriſt gave 
himſelf for it, that he might ſanttifie and 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by the 
word, that he might preſent it to himſelf 2 
gloriow 


A —_  . _ 


— _—_ 


of the Work of Redemption. 323 
glorions Church without ſpot or wrink/e, pb» 
5.25,26,27, He geve himſff for us that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and puri* 


| fit to himſelf 4 pecn ar w_ zealous of evod 


works, Tit. 2.1 4. (If Chriſt had given him 
felf thus far for all, af would have been 
his Church and People. You will fay, 
UnbelicFts the only Obſtacle; I anfwer, 
that if Chriſt had given him(cIffor all,thar 
he might wall! them as he waſhes the 
Church, and tedeem them from all iniqut- 
ty as he redeems his peculiat ones, there 
would have ben no ſuch thing as Unbelief 
teft-among men that Chriſt, who waſhes out 
every ſpot arid wrinkle, would not have left 


| Unbelief; that Chriſt, who readeems from 


all iniquity, would not have teft Unbelicf, 
no, not in any one man's heart ; nay, I 
may truly ſay, he could not leave it there, 
becanſe he could not loſe his end, norThed 
one drop of his Blood in vain. Fhere aro 
among men ſome choſen ones, ſuch as are 
choſen out from among men, and choſert 
ont of the World, Joh. 15. 19. and Chrilt in 
his Death had a fpecial eye upon thele * 
Hence, proportionably to their Election, 
they are ſaid to be redeemed from among 
men , Rev. 14. 4. aud redeemed out of 
every kindred and tongue and people and 

h Tl ndtion; 
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nation, Rev. 5.9. Now how is it- poſſible 
that all men Id be thus redeemed ? 
Chriſt's Death as it reſpects. all men, re- 
deems them (as I may (o lay) from among 
Devils, for that it renders them capable 
of mercy which Devils are notzbut Chriſt's 
Death as it reſpets the Ele& redeems 
them even from among men, for that it 
procures Faith for them,and thereby pulls 
them out of the unbelieving World ; and 
what is peculiar Redemption if this be 
not? But you'l ſay theſe are ſaid to be 
redeemed from among meny not becauſe 
Chriſt ſpecially died for them above o0- 
thersz but becaule theſe particularly ap- 
plied his Death by Faith which others did 
not, {Lanſwer, that either this Applica- 
tion by Faith was merited by Chriſt's 
Death or not; if ſo; then Chriſt redeem- 
ed them in a ſpecial manner, becauſe by 
his Death he impetrated: Faith for rhem, 
which he did not for all ;if aot, then they 
were redeemed from among men by them- 
felves and theft own free Will, and not by 
Chriſt and his Death, which (Irremble to 
thigk)purs the lye upon the Church trium- 
phant,whoſing the new Song to the Lamb 
in theſe words ; Thou waſt ſ{ain and haſt re- 
aeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 

kine 
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kindred & tongue people Enation,Rev.5.9, 


How can that Blood ofChriſt,which merit- 
ed alike for all men, redeem gne man from 
another ? How can it redeem ſome from. 
among men, unleſs-it merit for them that 
Faith which is the grand diſtinftion be- 
tween man and man in the matter of Sal- 
vation? Chriſt a2 ;tromozT, purebaſed the 
church with his blood, A@s 20.28. and pur- 
chaſed it in a ſpecial manner : hence Aaz% - 
& Toiyolv, 4 purchaſed people, is not a 
title common to all, but proper to the 
Church, 1 Pet. 2.9, God's Children 1a 
ſcattered up and down the wide World, 
and Chriſt died that he might gather thens 
all together <5 *v, into one, one Faith here 
and one Glory hereafter, Job. 11, 52, If 
Chriſt had died fo for all, all ſhould have 
come into the ſame Unity. e find in 
Scripture many fignal diſtinctions made 
among men ;. there are ſome 0» whom God 
will have mercy, and others_whom he will 
harden, Rom. 9. 18. ſome written in the 
Lambs book of life, and others left ont of it, 
Rev. 13.8. ſome given unto Chriſt, Toh. 6. 
26.and others left tothemſelves ; lome are 
Gods own jewels, Mal.3.T7. and others but 
as droſs. + Now how incredible 1s it that 
ſelus Chyiſt (who came todo his Father's 
' Y 3 Will) 
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Will ) ſhould in his Death re(pe&_ thoſe 
who od WI rden, as much as thoſe 


whomhe will have mercyon; thoſe that 
arc vut of the Book of Life, as much as 
thoſe thatare init ; thoſe that are Jeft to 
themſclves, as much as thoſe that are given 
to him, and thoſe t hat are the droſs of the 
World, as much as God's own Jewels? 
Believe it who can, tis a monſtrous Opini- 
on, worthy of nothing but exile oak 
Chriſtians : Secing God's Will hath ſodi- 
ſtinguiſhed men, it is RD inore pollible that 
Chriſt ſhould die alike for all, than that 
he ſhould Tillent from his Father's' Will, 
which to do was his great errand in the 
World. Chriſt ſuffered between two 
Thieves, a Type of the Elect and Repro- 
bate World; but who dare fay that he had 
as much reſpect to the one asto the other? 
' 2. I arguefrom the Covenant of Grace. 
Chriſt is the Mediator of the Covenant,and 
the Covenant is the New-teſtament in his 
blo»74 as then the Covenant 1s more or 
leſs reſpective of men, ſo the Mediator's 
Death is more or leſs reſpective. of them. 

here are in the Covenant two ſorts of 
Promi'esz the one general and conditio- 
ra], fach are thoſey #hajoroer believes 
Fall be fave; Whyufocuer all, way take of 
"1.4 CI | the 
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the water of life, If any man come to Chriſt 
he will not caſt him ont 3 the other ſpecial 
and abſolute, ſuch are thoſe, I will circum- 
ciſe thy heart to love me, I will put my fear 
in their hearts, Twill take away the heart of 

fone and give an heart of fleſh, 1 will put 
my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk 
in my ſflatutes, I willput my Laws in their 
wind and write them in their hearts, and 1 
will be to them a God and they ſhall be to me 
« people; there is a vaſt difference between 
theſe Promiſes: For ; 

I. The general and conditional Pro- 
miſes are as it were the hands of the Co- 
venant, pointing out the true way and 
path leading to Salvation, but the ſpecial 
and abſolute Promiſes are as it were the 
Veins of the Covenant, carrying in them 
the blood and ſpirit of life and power to 
enable usto walk in that way. Here God 
himſelf engages to work all ſaving Graces 
in us: Are our hearts hard? he! roll a- 
way the ſtone from them 3 do our hearts 
reſiſt holy impreſſions? he'l give us hearts 
of fleſh Ar thereof ; are our hearts 
void of God's Law? he will write it there 
and turn them into the Epiſtles of Chriſt, 
ayd for the effectual doing hereof, he wull 

his Spiritiato us, and-as'a-real proof of 

Y 4 it, 
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16, he will cauſe-.us to walk in his ways; 
and inthis Walk Love ſhall be the 4/otrve, 
for he will circunictſe the heart- to love: 
him, and Fear the Bridle, for he will put 
his. Fear in the heart mever to depart from 
him 3 and, which is the Crown of all, he 
himſelt will be a God to us, and we ſhall 
bea people to him 1n an everlaſting Cove- 
nant. (Stand (till O Saints! and adore 
here, loe, here is the miniſtration of the 
Epirit indeed, 2 Cor. 3.8. here are words 
which are ſpirit and life, Joh. 6.63« here 1s 
the ſupernal Jeruſalem the mother of ſpiritual 
freedom, Gal. 4.26. here is the, immortal 
ſeed whici begets all the Sons of God, 1 Pet. 
1.23. here 15 that Vis h&p4y, or formative 
Virtue which moulds us inta the droige ne- 
ture, 2TPet. 1.4. here is the day of God's 
power, which makes his peaple willing 10 
Jerve hit in the beauties of holineſs, Pſal. 
i110. 3. Happy. yea thrice happy. they, 
who dwell in this Land of Promiſe and 
drink of theſe Wells of Salvation. 

2. Thegeneral and conditional Promi- 
ſes are extenſive to all men, but the ſpect- 
al and; abſolute Promiſes reſpect the Ele& 
and.them only, for they are. fulfilled in 
'themy and them ably 3. had thele exteud- 

 10da0a]l;;bat:Gbd:(whagannorlye, far 
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deny bimſelt ) would have falfilf&d them 
inall, CYou wi e would have ful-, 
filled theman all, but that men themſelves 
will not :CBut what a ſtrange word-is this, 
[they will not]? Will they not, if God: * 

we them a Will, a new heart and a new 


pirit Will they not, if God take away 
the nilling and reſiſting Principle, the heart 
of ſtone Will they not, it Gad write 

Laws in their hearts and inward parts 2{Q 
what is this, but by an abſurd Blaſphemy 
tochange God $ Truth into ye, his Om- 
nipotence into Weakneſs, and his Glory 
into the old broken [dol of Creature-frees+ 
dom ? Surely if God ( who 1s Truth and” 
Power) engage to make anew Heart, the 
old one cannot hinder it; if he promiſe to 
remove Hardneſs, Hardneſs cannot refilt 
itz if he ſay that he will write the Law in 
the Heart , the Heart will not ſay Nay 


. to his Almighty Fingers. Seeing then theſe 


Promiſes are not fulfilled in all but in the 
Elect only, I may ſafely attirm that they re- 
ſpect not all but theElect only. Theſe things 
being ſo,it appeary how & in what manner 
Chrilt's Death reſpects men, even more or 
leſs,as the Promiles of the Covenant found- 
ed on his Blaod do more or leſs reſpet 
them:As the general Promiles extend to all 
men, 
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men, fo the Death of -Chriſt the Me- 
diator proportionably extends to them 
all 3 and as the ſpecial Promiſes point 
only at the Ele&, fo the Death of Chriſt 
the Mediator hath a peculiar reſpe& to 
them. Chriſt by his Death (over and be- 
fides the general Promiſes) founded thoſe 
ſpecial Promiſes for the Ele& z hence they 
come to be Thu imcyſenNac, ſons of pro- 
wiſe, Gal.4.28. begotten by it to ſpiritual 
, which others, ſtanding only under 
the general Promiſes, are not. All the fa- 
ving Graces of the Elect ſuting to thoſe 
ſpecial Promiſes are no other than the 
fruits of Chriſt's Merits; they are renew- 
ed with the renewingysof the holy Ghoſt, 
but that is ſhed on them through Jeſws Chriſt; 
they have the Law written in their hearts, 
but that is the Epiſtle of Chriſt ; their filthy 
1s cut off from their hearts, that they | 
may love God who is a pure Spirit, but f 
this is the circumciſion of Chriſt, Col. 2.11. 
In a word, all the ſaving Graces of the E- 
left are as ſo many Legacies of the New- 
teſtament,and theNew-teſtament is found- =, 
ed in his Blood : Wherefore itis clear from 4 
the Covenant of Grace and its ſpecial re- 
ſpett to the Ele&,that Chriſt died in a ſpe- 
cial and- peculiar manner fot them. 


2. | 


| 
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3. 1 argue from the Iflue of Chriſtz: 
Chriſt was to have a Seed, and this I hall 
demonſtrate three ways, Wy 
1. From the Preciouſnefsof his Blood. 
2. From the Purpoſe of his Father. 
3. From the Promiſe of his Father. . 
1.(F romithe Preciouſnes of bis Blood: 
That there ſhould be a Laver made of 
God's Blood, and never a Sinner waſhed 


. Init; that ſuch avaſt ſum of precious Me- 


rits ſhould be paid down, and never 's 
Gaptive relcaſcd by it, is to me no lets 
than prodigious Flabhemy z every little 
Grain in Nature doth confute it; if that 
do but fall into the ground and die, it 
bringeth forth-much fruit, and ſhall the 
Son of God bleed and die mn his aflumed 
Fleſh and be fruitleſs? Godin his waky 
Providence gives to every little Sced-his 
own body, and ſhall the peerleſs Flower 
of | Heaven fow his Blood and Righ» 
teouſneſs and have none at all ? A Cup 
of cold water given in Charity ſhall1o no. 
wiſe loſe its reward, and ean it be fo with 
the Blood of Chrift poured out in a tran» 
ſeendent exceſs of Love, and glorified in- 
to'an infigite Mexit by his Deity 2 When 
Chriſt fed the multitude but with: Bartey- 
loaves & {mall Filkes,aothing was loſt,and 


can 
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cah all be loſt 'when he makes a Feaſt of 
ſpiritual Marrow and” Fatneſs, and gives 
his Fleſh to be meat indeed and his Blood: 
to. be drink. indeed ? (Oh! far be the 
thought from every Chriſtian 

2.. From the Father's purpoſe, which 
(as the Scriptures hold forth) clearly was, 
that his Son ſhould be a King, a Captain, a 
Shepherd, an Huſband, an Head and a Fa- 
ther : And what is a King without Subjects, 
a Captain without Souldiers, a Shepherd 
without a Flock, an Huſband without a 
Spouſe, an Head without a Body, and a 
Father without Poſtericy > Empty Names 
are below him whoſe name is above every 
name. Wherefore this King muſt have a 
Sion 4 mountain of holineſs to reign in,Pſal. 
2:6. this Captain a Militia, an army: with 
banners to fight under him, Cant. 6. 4. this 
Shepherd 2 flock to bear his voice and fol- 
low bizr, Job.10.4. this Huſband « ſpouſe, 
« Pueen in Gold of > py maried to bim, 
Pjal. 4.5.9. this Head 4 body to be anima- 
ted with his Spirit and filled with his life, 
Col.1.18. and this Father a nukeerous iſſue, 
begotten and brought forth into the ſpiri« 
twal. World to. honour and ſerve him, 
Heb: 2.13. 

bÞ From the Father's Promiſe, which 

; was 
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was in terminis, That be ſbould heve a ſeed, 
1ſai-53.10. a Seed: begotten by his Spirit, 
and by that Generation bearing his Image, 
and in that Image ſerving of him ; and to 
make it ſure, God engages by ſpecial Pro- 
miſes to take away the ſtony Heart / to 
write the Law there, to put his holy Spi- 
rit into them, and ſo jafallibly to raiſe up 
a ſeed to him ; and for the continuance of 
this Seed ſucceſſively, 109 I? fliabitur no- 
men ejus, bis name ſhall be ſonned or child- 
ed from generation to generation,Pſal.7 2.17. 
The ſpecial Promiles ſhall be ever buddin 
and bloſſoming and bringing forth the 
fruits of Grace; thus Chriſt hal ſee of the 
travel of his ſoul and be ſatisfied, Iſai. 53. 
11, and as a ſign of this Satisfaon, he 
breaks out; Behold I and the Children which 
God hath given me, Heb. 2. 13.(Should © 
miſs but one of his Seed or Children, his 
Heart would not reſt or be ſatisfied ; for 
they are in a peculiar manner the travel of 
OO nn 
CBut now if Chriſt died alike or equally 
for all, what becomes of His precious 
Blood ? How can the Purpoſe and Pro- 
miſe of God ſtand > Which way ſhall 
Chriſt have a Seed ? Shall his Seed be be- 
gotten out of Man's Will > Nofſuch Gene- 
ration 
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ration ever was there, Joh. 1.13. 'Tir not 
of him that willeth, Rem. 9.16. Nothi 
ie than rhe holy Spirit, which forme 
Chriſt in the Womb, can form him in the 
Heart : but (hill they be begins by the 
holy Spirit 2 Thar Spirit dorh nothing in 
the work of Regeneration but what Chriſt 
merited in his Paffion ; every new Crea- 
ture which is efficiently begotten by the 
Spirit, wasfirſt meritoriouſly begotten by 
the Death of Chrift, of 'ctfe it would 
not be the Seed of Chriſt, at leaſt not the 
travel of his Soul. (Now Chnaft did not 
travel or merit for all men that they 
ſhoald be begotten again by the holy 
Ghoſt; for then either all would be fo be- 
Forten, which Experience denies, or elſe 
the Merit and Travel of Chniſt_ muſt 'be 
Toſt, {\which the preciouſnels theregt ab- 
hors: nd it Chriſt did not merit it for 
all, then neither did he (if he died alike 
for all) merit it for any, and how then 
ſhall he have a Seed ? His Seed mult be 
begotten by the Spirit, and the Spirit be- 
gets no new Creatures but what Chriſt 
merited, and Chriſt dying equally for all 
did not merit ſuch a thing for any, becauſe 
not forall. Moreover; when God pro- 


miſed Chriſt a Seed, either the evans + 
tnat 
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that Promiſe was, that ſome men ſhould 
become his Seed, or that allthould be ſo; 
if that ſome , then Chriſt died not' e+ 
qually for all; if that all, then all muſt 
Be Begotren by the $piric, and renewed 
after Chriſt's Image, the Stone muſt be 
cut out of every hearr, and the Law writ- 


ten there 3 for in theſe rhings is the very 
fpirit and hfe of feof Regeneration : Gi toes 
ank =. imps are_not wrought in all, it 
appears, that the promiſed Sced Is not all, 
bur ſome , for Tho Chriſt merited > the 
— _ of Regeneration. 
reve (from the Working of the 
holy 9p ii As the holy Spirtt eternally 
proce es from the Father and the Son ' 
is perfonal Sibfiſtence, ſo he goes forth 
m time from the Father andthe Son in his 
working in Men. Hence he is called the 
Spirit of the Father, and the Spirit of the 
Son, the Father ſends him, and the Sor 
ſends him ; andas the holy Spirit works 
in Men fromthe Father and the Son, fo he 
works in them more or leſs, as the Love of 
the Father and the Merits of the Son do 
more or leſs refpeft them. The Father 
doth in ſome fort love, and the Son did in 
fome fort die for all men. Hence the holy 


Spirit hath ſome workings in the Non- 
elect, 
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ele&t,, Within the Church many of them 
taſte the Powers of the World. to come 3 
nay, in the Pagan-world the holy Spirit 
drops ſome moral Vertues and Beams of 
light,from whence have iſſued many excel- 
lent Sayings, ſome of which the holy, Spirit 
hath ſo far owned as to quote them in his 
own Book : But the Father doth 19.2 ſpe+ 
cial manner love, and the Son did in a 
ſpecial manner die for the Ele&t. Hence 
proportionably the holy Spirit works in 
them after more glorious ſtrains of Power 
and Grace 3 asa Spirit of Grace and Sup- 
plication he melts thera into Repentance 3 
as a Spirit of Faith he makes them catch 
tiv1d upon Chriſt for Righteouſneſs and 
Lifez as a Spirit of Wiſdom he unveils 
their hearts, and makes the Light to ſhine 
out of Darkneſs ; as a Spirit of Liberty, 
he unſhackles and unbiads their Wills,and 
makes them free indeed in the ways of 
God, and as a Spirit of Truth and Holi» 
neſs he leads them into Truth, and by 10g; 
ward Law-engravings moulds and changes 
them intoit. Moreover, the holy Spirit, 
after ſuch glorious workings on them, 
comes and dwells in them, and that jati« 
mately in the very {ſecrets of their hearts, 
*oinher & ewroic, I will indwel in them , 
ſaith, 
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ſaith he, 2 Cor. 6. 16. there are two [ i» ] 
to denote an intimate inhabitation, as it 
God could never be near enough to them : 
As in Chriſt Perſonal, who is the Head, 
there isGod in the fleſh by an hypoltatical 
Union 3 fo in Chriſt Myſtical, which is 
the Body, there is God in the Fleſh by a 
gracious Inhabitationz and to ſhew that 
he is there, he cries 4bba Father in their 
Devorions 3 he is a Spirit of Love 1n their 
charities, a Spirit of Power'in their infir- 
mities, a Spirit of Comfort in their dif- 
treſles, and a Spirit of Glory in their fuf- 
ferings. Seeing then the holy Spirit(who 
works in men more or leſs according to 
the Fathers Love and Sons Merits) works 
in ſuch a ſpecial way in the Elect, 'tis as 
clear as if it were written with a Sun- 
beam, that the Father loves them and the 
Son died for them in a ſpectal way. Hence 
we find theſe three folded and wrapt up 
together by the Apoſtle, Ele& according 
to the foreknowledge of the Father, through 
ſandification of the Spirit, and ſprinkling 
of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet.1.2. And 
agatn, The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
hoy boſt be with you all, 2 Cor, 13.14. If 
the Father's Love and the Son's Blood had 
L reſpects 
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reſpetted all men as much as the Eleq, 
doubtleſs the holy Spirit (who in Subſiſt- 
ence procedes and 4n Operations works 
from them both) (would _ converted 
(all a asSwell a5 the Ele; why then are not 
all men aCtually 7 converted]; 2 Is it becauſe 
the holy Spirit works not equally in all, 
or becaule the holy Spirit is reſiſted in 
ſome? Isit becauſe the holy Spirit works 
not _— inall? I anſwer, That the Spi- 
rit is{ent forth from the Father and the 
Son, and works exactly according as it is 
ſent 3 the inward impulſive Cauſe of pour- 
ing out the Spirit is the Father's Love, and 
the outward meritorious cauſe of it is the 
Son's Blood : Wherefore if the Father e- 
ually loveall, and the Son equally died 
for all, the Spirit works equally in all 3 
forthere can be no breach in the ſacred 
Trinity. Or is it becauſe the Spirit is 
reſiſted in ſome? Ianlwer ; Their refiſt- 
ance 15a grand Obſtacle to the work, but 
if the Spirit did roll away the Stone, and 
new-mould the Heart, and work the Will 
in all.as he doth in the Elect, thatObſtacle 
would at laſt be removed out of the way. 
5. I argue from the Bleſiings purchaſed. 
Chrilt's Death is more or lels reſpective of 
mcn, asit.is more or leſs procurative of 


Bleſſings 


- ww _ a> 4. 4 VY -—2 = 


Of the Work of Redemption. 339 


Bleſlings for them : Chriſt purchaſed a Sal- 
vability for all, but over and beſides he 
purchaſed many choice Bleſſings for thc 
Elect, he purchaſed Repentance for them 3 
for he is @ prince and 4 ſaviour to give re- 
pertance to Iracl, Ads 5.31. He purchaled 
a room tor Repentance even tor all men; 
but he purchaled Repentance it ſelf for his 
choſen [ſracl 3 he purchaſed Faith for 

them, Onto you it 15 CiOen for Chriſts | ake 
to believe in him,Phil. 1.29. For = he 
purchaſed a oround- work tor Faith, but 
for them he purchaſed the very Grace of 
Faith 3 he purchaled cfteCtual Vocation 
for them : others have a Call by the Gol- 

pel, but theſe have a Call by the Golpel 
coming 7: power, an! 4 in th C hol; G hot. anc 
in much aſſurances; he purchaſed Holinck 
and Sanctitication tor them. Indeed there 
15no man living on the Earth, but (1t he 
did reiIly be lieve) he ſhould have the r1- 
Vers of living water, the ”m_ 0] ' bolinefs 
flowing in his heart. Job. 7. 32. but the E- 
left were deſtined and choſen in Chriſt to 
be holy, Eph.1.4. and Chritt ſanGified him- 
ſelf in a (pecial manner tor thera, that they 
might be ſan ified 5 aNwaran truth .attual- 
ly & truly, Joh. 17.19.Laſtly, he puschaſed 
Heaven and Glory tor them 3 others may 
£ 3 have 


AS nts 
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have Heaven upon believing, but theſe 
ſhall certainly arrive at it, theſe are the 
ſheep, to which Chriſt gives eternal life, Job. 
Io. 28. theſe are the ſons, which without 
fail ſhall be brought to Glory, Heb.2.10. Now 
ſecing Chrilt purchaſed ſo many Bleſhngs 
for the Elett, 'tis evident he died for them 
m a ſpecial way, 

6.I argue from the Interceſfion of Chrilt, 
Chriſt intercedes for men more or leſs pro- 
porttonably as he more or lels reſpected 
them 1n his Death, for his Death ts the 
foundation of his Interccſlion 3 the very 
{ame Blood of Chriſt, which as ſhed on 
Earth made Satisfaction. as preſented in 
Heaven makes Interce{hion. Now how 
far doth Chrilt intercede in Heaven? What 
doth his Blood ſpeak there? For all men 
it ſpeaks thus, Father, let them all be fav- 
ed on Goſpel-terms 3 but for the Elect it 
{peaks thus, Father, let them have Repen- 
tance 3 this the Apoſtle hints out, Him 
hath God exalted with his right hand tobe a 
prince C* a ſaviour to give repentance to Ijra- 
el, AFs 5.31. Iſracls Repentance on Earth 
comes from Chriſt exalted in Heaven ; for 
there he intercedes for it by his Merits, 
and from thence he works it by his$pirit. 
Againit ſpeaks for them thus, Father, let 
them 


Of the Work, of Redemption. 341 
them be made a willing people z this I ga- 
ther from the 110. P/alm, where we 
find Chriſt (i hitting at the right hand of God, 
Ver. 1. andfitting there he intercedes for 
us, and from this Seilion and Interceſtion 
comes forth 2 w:l/ing people, Ver. 3. Here's 
the true original of ſpiritual willingneſs 3 
the right Hand of God ( which 1s a right 
Hand of Fower) works itin our Hearts, 
and works it at the inſtance of Chrilt, who 
fits and intercedes there for it. Again, it 
ſpeaks for them,thus, Father, ſanctihe them 
with thy Grace, preſerve them with thy 
Power, and crown them with thy Glory 
in Heaven. Thus Chriſt in his ſweet Pray- 
er a little before his bitter Paſtion, inter- 
ceded for them for their SanCtification , 
Sandifie them through thy truth,Joh.17.17. 
for their Perſeverance, Keep them through 
thine own name,Ver.11. and for their Glo- 
ry, Twill that they be with me where I am to 
behold my glory,Ver.24. And what he ſpake 
for them by his oral Interceſlion on Earth, 
that he ſpeaksfor them by his real Interceſ- 
fion in Heaven. Thus Chriſt doth in a 
ſpecial manner intercede for the Elect, 
which proves that he died for them in, a 
{ſpecial manner 3 becauſe his Intercethion is 
but the preſenting of the Merits of his 
L 3 Death 
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Death to his Father in Heaven. 
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7.( I argue from the Event following up- 


on Chriit's Death 3 ſome men do believe, 


when others draw back,and whence comes 
this diltinguithing Faith ? either 1t comes 
merely of Man's Free-will, or of God's 
free Grace; it we ſay the firſt, 'tis the 
very mire and dirt of Pelagianiſm, 'tis to 
ſer up Free-will as an Idol to caſt lots upon 
Chriſt's Blood. whether any one perſon in 
the World thall be faved thereby or not : 
It we ſav the latter, then God and Chriſt 
had a (pecial eye upon ſome above others; 
for God ordained, that Chriſt ſhould be 
the grand A/:d.um to Salvation, and that 
Faith ſhould be the only way to Chriſt : If 
then he gave Chrilt for all, and Faith but 
to ſome, it 15 becauſe he did in a ſpecial 
way intend their Salvation, and conſe- 
uently Chriſt (who came to do his Fa- 
thers W1ll) had in his Death a ſpecial re- 
ſpect to them. 
8. Targue from the ſpecial Expreflions 
;n Scripture : As the Death of Chriſt is ſet 
out there in words of univerſality, ſo it is 
ſet out there in wordsof ſpecial peculiarity: 
Chriſt dicd for the ele, Kom.8.33,34. died 
for the children of God ſcattered abroad , 
Joh, Il. 52. gave himfelf for the Church, 
Fph, 
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Fph. 5.25. gave himſelf for a peculiar peo- 
ple,Tit.2.14. 111d down hjs life for the ſheep, 
Joh.1o. 15. ſandified himſelf for the given 
ones,Joh.17.9. and 19. purchaſed the chnrch 
with bis own blood, Ads 20. 28. redeemed a 
people from among men, Rev.14.4. is 4 Jeſus 
to bis own people, Matth. 1.21. and a ſaviour 
to bis own body, Fph. 5.23. Andis there no 
Emphatis of Love ? Are there noſtrains of 
free Grace ? Is there no import of ſingu- 
lar reſpect and affection in all theſe Expret- 
fions 2CWe cannot fay To without difpirit- 
ing the Scripture : Experience it felt tells 
us,that all are not Chriſt's Elect, Children, 
Church, peculiar People,Sheep.givenOnes, 
Body,& redeemed Ones from among menz 
wherctore when the Scripture ſaith that he 
died for theſe, it imports that he died for 
them 1n a peculiar manner. But you'l ſay, 
Theſe Scriptures ſpeak rather of the Ap- 
plication of Chriſt's Death, than the Im- 
tration 5 and though the Impetration be 
equally for all. yet theApplication isproper 
to Believers only. I 2nſwer,that it thoſe 
Phraſes, of dying f, ſor the ele or children of 
God, giving himſelf for a church or pecutiar 
People, layine LA his life for his ſheep.pure 
chaſing the Church with his blood, and ſan- 
Hifying _ the given ones, do not 
L 4 Import 


Me 
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import Impetration, I know not what can 
import it. You will reply, that theſe Ex- 

relſions 1mport not Impetration as 1t 1s 
brely and nakedly in it ſelf, bur as it hath 
Application tollowing upon it, and this 
is the Emphaſis of them : But if theſe Ex- 
preſſions import Impetration with Appli- 
cation following upon it , whether doth 
that Application follow upon Impetration 
as a fruit thereof or not ; if (o, then Chriſt 
merited that- Application for the Elect, 
and conſequently died in a ſpecial manner 
for them it not.then there is no Emphatis 
of ſpecial Love &Grace 1n all thoſe expreſ- 
ſions of his dying. grv1me himſelf. ſar Gifying 
himpelf and laying down his life tor them:for 
there was no Merit in all this to procure 
the Application of his Death unto them, 
But Ict us further enquire, what theſe E- 
lect Children, Church, peculiar People, 
Sheep, given ones and redcemed ones from 
among men were before or without the 
Purchaſe made by Chriſt ; were theſe E- 
lect called and jultihed without Chriſt or 
not ? If fo, why did hedie for them? If 
not.then he died for them that they might 
be ſ}called and juſtitied, Were theſe chil- 
dren mcritorioully begotten by Chriit's 
blogd or not ? It fo, then that Blood did 
more 
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more for them than for others;if not, then 
they were not the Seed of Chriſt, Was that 
Church an actual Church before or with- 
out Chriſt's purchaſe? or was it a Church 
in his Intention? If an actual Church, 
what need he purchaſc it? If a Churchin 
intention, then the ſpecial defign of his 
Death was to make it an actual Church. 
Was that peculiar People ſuch without 
the Merit of Chriſt's Death or not ? It fo, 
why did he give himſelffor it ? It not,then 
he gave himſelf for it that it might be ſuch. 
Werethoſe Sheep brought intoChrilſts told 
without his Death or notelt (o,why did he 
lay down his life for them 2? It not, he laid 
it down to bring them thither, Were thoſe 
given Ones actually ſanctiftied without the 
virtue of Chriſts Sacrifice or not?lt ſo,then 
why did he ſanctitie himſelf for them? It 
not, then he ſanctified him(tlf for them , 
that they might be ſanctified. Were thoſe 
redeemed from among men redeemed by 
Chriſt or not?It ſo,then he redeemed them 
ina ſpecial manner; it not, then they are 
the redeemed ones of their own Free-will. 
But let the Texts themſelves breath forth 
their own native ſ[trains of Love andGrace;z 
he ſodied for the Elect as to effeFnally call 
ard adnally juſtifie them, Rem. 8.30,33. hc 
fo) 
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ſo died for his Children as to gather thew 
together into one, one Faith on Earth and 
one fruition in Heaven, Joh. 11. 52, he {6 
gave himſelf for the Church, as to wake it 
4 glorious Church without ſpot or wrinkle, 
Eph. 5. 25, 27. he (o gave himſelf for his 
People as to make them his peculiar ones, 
Tit.2.14. he ſo laid down his life for his 
Sheep as to bring them into his fold, and 
make them hear his voice, Joh.10.15,16. he 
ſo ſanQified himſelf for the given ones as 
to ſanFifie them through the truth, Job. 17. 
19. he ſo redeemed his choſen Ones from 
among men as to make them firſt fruits to 
God and the Lamb, Rev. I 4.4. In all theſe 
ſpecial Scriptures,it evidently appears that 
Chriſt in his Death had a ſpecial reſpect 
to his Elect, Wherefore | will (hut up all 
with that of an Ancient, Ft- 
ſs Chriſt us pro omnibus mortu- 
ws eſt, pro nobis tamen ſpeci» 


aliter paſſus eſt, quia pro Eccleſia paſſus eſt, 
CHAP. IX. 
Of the Work of Converſcon. 


Aving paſſed over Redemption , I 
come to Converſion ; there we had 
Chriſt formed in the Womb.here we have 
him 
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him formed in the Heart ; there we had 

Chriſt eoming in the Fleſh and working 

miracles on mens Bodies, here we have 
him coming in the Spirit and working mi- 
racles 1n mens Souls ; there we had Chriſt 
pouring forth his Blood and reconciling as 
toGod's Juſtice, here we have him pouring 
forth his Spirit and reconcilingus to God's 
Holineſs Now in my diſcourle touching 
Converſion,l ſhall reduce all ro 3.2neries. 

1. What is Mans ſtate beforeConverſion? 

2. What is the Nature ofthe Work ? 

3. Whois the Worker thereof? 

In the firſt we ſhall meet with the ex- 
treme Neceſlity of the work, in the ſecond 
with the intrinſecal Excellency thereof,and 
in the third with the Power and Grace of 
the great Agent. 

I. What 1s Man's State before Conver- 
fon? I mean Man fallen, for Man ltand- 
ing needed no Converſion ; and thisI (hall 
conſider two ways. 

I. What itis in general in relation to 


| the whole Man ? 


2. What it is in particular in relation 
to the ſeveral parts of Man? 

1. Whatit jsin general? and thisI ſhall 
open in two things. 

1. 'Tis a State of Eſtrangement from 
God, % 8 


, 
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2. Tis aState of Enmity againſt God. 
I. 'Tis a State of Eſtrangement from 
God ; a natural Man is eſtranged from the 
womb, Pſal. 58.3. without God in the world, 
Fph.2:12. God is all round about himin 
the witneſſing Creatures, and yet he 1s 
withoutGod in theWorld:God is in him in 
the Lamp of Conſcience, & yet he is with- 
out God in his Heart, for there he faith, 
There is no God, Pal. 14. 1. Which way 
ſoever God comes forth to meet him, whe- 
ther from Mount Sinai in the fiery Law, 
or from Mount $707 in Goſpel-charms of 
free Grace, ſtill he flies away from God's 
preſence; and if God purſue after him, 
he'l ſay to Gad in plain Terms, Depart 
from me, Job.21.14. and if any reliques 
of light will not depart, but ſtay behind 
in his heart, he ſouts them up in the priſon of 
wrrighteouſneſs, Rom. 1.18, His Obi iswith 
Cain 1n Nod the Land of wandring and de- 
migration, and with the Prodigal in a far 
Country,where he is far off from God,Pſal. 
73.27.and God far off from him, Prov. 15. 
29.8 if ever he be ſaved, he muſt be brought 
from far, Iſai. 43. 6. Now upon a diſtinct 
View this is a deplorable Condition z for 
1. A natural Man being eſtranged 
from God the Fountain of Life , muſt 
needs 
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needs be a dead Man, dead in ſins and 
treſpaſſes, Eph.2.1. becauſe alienated from 
the Life of God ; he is not only as the 
man in the Goſpel, half dead, Luk. 10. 30. 
(who is there ſet forth not as a figure of 
Original Corruption, but as an Object of 
Charity, as is very evident by the ſcope 
of the Parable, which is uſhered in with 
that Queſtion, And who is my neighbour, 
Ver.29? and at laſt cloſed up with the 
like, Which of the three was neighbour to 
him Ver. 36 2) but he is altogether dead 
in Sptrituals ; there are no true vital Spt- 
rits of Faith in him, no true motions of O- 
bedience, no pulſe of heavenly Afections, 
no breath of Spiritual Prayer, no taſte of 
the Golpe-wine and Marrow, no feeling 
of all that maſly Sin and Wrath which lies 
upon him; all his Life is a Death-wander- 
ing, all his reſt is in the Congregation of 
the dead, Prov. 21 16. Give him all the 
Statures of natural Excellencies, {trew him 
over with the flowers of {weeteſt Morali- 
ty, and (pangle him with the Notions of 
\ublime Theology, yet (till he is but a dead 
man, his Soul a dead Soul, his Faith a dead 
Faith, his Works dead works, and his 
Hopes and Comfors but as the giving- up 
of the Ghoſt, But you'l ay, Is not Man 
a living 
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aliving Creature? Hath he not a Reaſon 
and reliques of Light in it > Hath he not 
a free Will and Seeds of Moral Vertue in 
it? And why then do you call him dead? 
I anſwerz Man is a living Creature, alive 
in Naturals, but dead in Spiritualsz he 
hath a Reaſon, but, becauſe there is #9 
light of life in it, 'tis but a dead Reafon 3 
his reliques of Light argue no more Spirt- 
tual LiEin him, than knowledge doth in 
Devils; he hatha free Will, but for want 
of the freedom indeed, 'tis only free among 
the dead, T mean, to this or that carnal or 
natural Work.and not to the Will of God; 
he hath ſome Seeds of Moral Vertue in 
him, but alas ! theſe are of too low an 
Extraction to be any Particles of ſpiritual 
Life. Mere Moral Vertues are by God's 
bleſſing on humane Induſtry ſtruck as 
ſparks out of natural Principles ; but 
Spiritual Life is a Fire dropt down from 
Heaven into the Heart 5 mere Moral Ver- 
tues deſcending but from natural Princi- 
ples never aſcend up to God as their end, 
but Spiritual Life as it 1s originally born of 
God, ſo it is ultimately terminated in him. 

Wherefore a man may be naturally, nay 
morally alive, and yet be ſpiritually dead. 


2. A natural Man being g eltranged from 
God, 
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God, whois an infinite Spirit, muſt needs 
be Fleſh : Thus God calls the Men of the 
old World fleſh, Gen.6.3. thus onr Saviour 
ſets out Regeneration by its oppoſite, That 
which is born of the fleſh is fleſh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit, Joh, 3.6. 
As theBody ſeparate from the Soul 1s Fleſh, 
ſuch as moulders into Duſt, and putrifies 
into Worms ; fo the Soul ſeparate from 


God is Fleſh too, ſuch as turns into the 
| Duſt of earthly things, and rots in thoſe 


Lufts which breed the never-dying Worm 
in Hell; neither is this Fleſh only 1a the 
lower Rooms of the Soul, but inthe up- 
molt Faculties of Reaſon and WIlI. In the 
Reaſon there is the cankred fleſh of Errors 
and Hereftes, and in the Will there 1s the 
dead fleſh of Impotency, and the proud fleſh 
of Obitinacy againſt the Will of God. 
Hence the Apoltle tells us of a vs cer, 
« mind of fleſh, Col. 2. 18.and of Siuale 
ongce, wills of fleſh, Eph. 2.3. And there» 
fore the true Circumciſion 1s ix the beart 
and in the ſpirit, Rom. 2.29. evenin the 
higheſt Faculties and Powers of the Soul. 
3- A natural Man being eſtranged from 
God, who is the Beauty of Holineſs, muſt 
needs be very impure; he is filthy or ſtink- 
ing, Pſal.14.3. an unclean thing, Job 14. 4- 
he 
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he lies polluted in his blood, with a Le- 
profie in his head,and a Plague 1n his heart, 
clothed in filthy rags of Sin, and rollin 
in the mire and vomit of Corruption Fi 
great is his filthineſs and ſuperfluity of 
naughtineſs, that he taints whatſoever he 
' touches; his very Prayers are an abomina- 
tion, and his Services as dung before God : 
Neither is this pollution only in the ſenſ1- 
tive Soul but alſo in- the rational, there 1s 
filt hinefs of ſpirit, 2 Cor. 7.1. and defilement 
in the very mind and conſcience, Tit. 1.15, 
there is no ſound part,but all over wounds 
and bruiſes and purrifying ſores. 

4. A natural Man being eſtranged from 
God, who is Jehovah or Beingneſs, muſt 
needs be a very Nullity in ſpirituals. If a 
Creature be ſeparate from the God of Na- 
ture, 'tisa Nullity in naturals; and it a 
rational Creature be ſeparate from the 
God of Grace, he is a Nullity in {pirituals, 
Sure, if he were any thing at all, he might 
ſpeak or think, but he can do neither : As 
running a fountain of Words as his tongue 
1s, he ca not ſay, Jeſus is the Lord,1 Cor.12, 
3. and as ſwarming a Hive of Thoughts 
as his Heart is, he cannot think any thing as 
of himſelf, 2 Cor.3.5. The great Apoltle 
gives a double account of himſelf, an ac- 
count 
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count what he is in himſelf, I amr nothing, 
faith he, 2 Cor.12.1 1. and an account what 
he'is by Grace, by the grace of God I an 
what I am, 1 Cor. 15. 10. all his nothing- 
neſs is in and of himſelf, and all his ſpiritu- 
al eſſence is in and of Grace. A mere Na- 
rural man is nothing in Spirituals, hs ezes 
are on that which is not, Prov. 23.5. his joy 
is ina thing of nought, Amos 6.13. and 
all the falſe Gods in his heart are 2 
mibilitates, nothingneſſes,Pſal.g6.5; As they 
are Creatures in the World, they ate Be- 
ings, but as they are Idols in his heart, they 
are nothing, nothing to make a God of, 
and he, who makes them ſuch, is like'untd 
them, even nothing in Spirituals; 

2. 'Tis a State of Enmity againſt Godz 
he 1s not only a Stranger but an enemy too, 
Col.1.21. nay, which is more, his carnal 
Mind is exmity againſt God, Rom. 8. 7. En- 
mity is irreconcileable, it is not ſubjett to 
the Law of God, neither indeed can be; 
hot unleſs the Enmity be (lain in it 5 nay, 
further the Apoſtle call the Gentiles v#9- 
tyGs haters of God, Rom.1.30. and Hatred 
1s Enmity botled up to the height. Hatred 
(faith F— " droragonas ſeeks 44 Erou . the 
Not-bet8F of the thing hated ; and ſuch 
is man's Wickednels that ſtrikes as it were 
Aa at 
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at the Life and Being of God, it had ra- 
ther that God ſhould not be, than that 
Luſts ſhould be reſtrained. The Scripture 
ſets out ſome grand Enemies as oppoſing 
God openly and upon the Stage of the 
World, and by what they did openly, we 
may diſcern what ſpirit and my(tery of Ini- 
quity is working in every Natural man's 
heart ſecretly ; there is in him ſome of the 
corrupt fleſh of the old World ; ſomewhat 
of Pharaoh's ſpirit, which ſecretly faith, 
Who. is the Lord that I ſhould obey his voice 2 
Somewhat of the bloody Jew, which is 
ready to crucifie the Son of God afreſh, and 
trample his precious blood under-foot ; fome- 
what of the proud Antichriſt, ;he mar of 
fon, which exalts it ſelf above God, Its own 
Reaſon above the Wiſdom of God, and 
its own Will above the Will of God. The 
very ſame Venom and Poyſon of En- 
mity, which the Grand Enemies of God 
pour out openly, privily lurks and works 
1n every Natural Man. 

Thus in general , Man's State is E- 
ſtrangement and Enmity. Bug to procede, 

2. What is Man's State in rxjcular, in 
relation to his ſeveral parts Nw here 
the ſame Eſtrangement and Enmity ſhews 
forth it ſelf according to the Nature of 
each part, I, As 
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1. As for the Underſtanding, 'tis turned 
away from God, the firſt atd effential 
Truth, atid ſo become a Forgevof lying Va- 
hities; 'tis turned away from God the firſt 
and cflential Light, and fo becotne 4 day 
place, nay, darkneſs it ſelf, Eph. 5.8. and ? 
the light be darkneſs, how great is that datk- 
neſss So greit it 1s, that 'a Natural man 
ſets an higher eſtimate on the Follizs of 
Time than on the Bleſſediieſs of Erctnity, 
and rates the broken Ciſterns above rhe 
Fountain of living waters. 44494 4rlgwns, 
the ſouly man, who hath nothing bur a ratis 
onal Soul, the Spirit of a mere man in him, 
s If xt, receivets hot the thittgs of the 8pi- 
rit of God, 2 Cor, 2.14. One would thrak 
that all Truths ſhould be welcome to a 
rational Soul, and above all, the Myſterirs 
of Heaven ; but he receiveth them not. 
And this the Apoſtle lays down diltinttly 5 
The ſpirit of man knows the things of man, 
becauſe they are within his own Line; but 
the things of God are only krtown by the Spi- 
rit of God, becauſe they are above the 
Sphere of natural Reaſon. As the thirigs 
of Man are above the Sphere of Senſe, to 
the things of God are above, the Sphere of 
Reaſon 3 and yet as if they, were below 
it, the Natural man counts them fooliſh: 
Aa 2 nets; 
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nels , which evinces an extreme fooliſh- 
neſs 1n his own heart 3 he is not a Man, 
not an underſtanding Creature in Spiritu- 
als. Agur ts a Brute in his own eyes, I 
have not the underſtanding of a man, faith 
he, Prov. 30.2. The Apoſtle proving all 
under ſm, aſſerts that there is none that 
m_ Rom.3.11. Millions of rati- 
nal Creatures in the World, and yet there 
1s none that underſtandeth , and his proof 
is invincible, there is noe that ſecketh after 
God, which ſure would be done, if there 
were any ſpark of ſpiritual Underſtand- 
ing in him. 'Tis true there may be a mals 
of Notions ina man unconverted, but not 
a dram of ſpiritual Knowledge. Seeing 
be ſees not ; he ſees the things of God in 
the image or picture of the Letter, but he 
ſees them not in their livelineſs and in- 
ward Glory : Juſt as the carnal Iſraclites 
who ſaw their Manna and Sacrifices only 
in the outſide, but ſaw not Chriſt in them 
or as thoſe falſe Seekers, of whom Chriſt 
faith, Te ſeek me not becauſe ye ſaw the mi- 
racles, but becauſe ye did cat of the loaves 
and were filled, Joh.6.26, There was a Mi- 
facle in thoſe yery Loaves, but they ſaw 
only the carnal and groſler part of the 
Miracle, and not the Glory and _ 
O 
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of Chriſt's Deity ſparkling out in it. An 
Unconverted -man knows nothing as he 
ought to know it 3no, not in the midſt of 
his notions, there 15 no ſavouring, taſting or 
practical Knowledge in him, nothing but a 
husk,ſhell or form of Knowledg.,and in the 
midſt thereof a real enmity againſt the 
things known. Whileſt the light of Truth 
ſhines only in the Notion, he likes it well 
enough; but if it waken Conſcience,check 
Luſt, preſs Duty, or any way offer to af- 
fume its Supremacy in his heart or life, he 
inſtantly hates it as an enemy. 

2. As for the Will, the Principle of 
Freedom, 'tis turn'd from God the primn: 
fibernum, and from his ſervice the vera [i- 
bertas; and ſoit is become LI arbitri« 
#12, an arrant Slave,” bound ix the bonds of 
#niquity, and (which is the height of Sla- 
very ) 'tis in love with its Bonds 3 and 
(which is the intenſeneſs and intimateneſs 
of that love) when Chriſt comes to break 
theſe Bonds, 'tis loth to be made free in« 
deed, the iron is ſo entred into bis ſoul; the 
Bondage is ſo intimate in the forlorn Will, 
that it looks on God's ſervice as bondage, 
and Sins bondage as freedom : and hence 
it is dead and lame to God's ways,but runs 
and flies in Sins, Again, the natural Will 
Aa 3 is 
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is turned away from God the holy One, 
and ſo it's become deſperately wicked, Jer. 
17.9, a Fountain of hlood, out of which 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica» 
tzons, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſpbemies na- 
turally procede, Matth. 15.19. a Forge of 
1n1quitics. W473 All the forming or fra- 
mize of the heart ; every purpoſe and de- 
fire effigiated there is only evil continually, 
Gez. 6.5. all's marred upon the. Wheel of 
man's corrupt, Will. Nay further, the na+ 
tural Will is turned from God who is Be- 
ing, and ſo it's become a Nullity in Spiti- 
wals; © What God ſays of Ifrgel, he may 
well ay of every Natural man, 7 28-8? 
he hath ng will to me, Pſal, 81. 11. the Obs 
ject of the Will is Good, and yet all tha 
fontal Goodneſs in God maves it. got. Nay, 
laſtly, there 1s an Enmity jn the Will as 
gainſt God, ' Every Natural man,as a part 
of the corrupt,, World , ligs 2» 75 mane, 
3p the Devil, 1 Job. 5.19. and his heart 45 4 
bell jets hjs tongue on ſire, James 3.6, Denny 
ipſum ( quantum in ipſd eft ) perimit volunts 
tas propria, faith one, clearly, it would (if 
It could) abrogate God's Hglinels, blind- 
fold his Omniſcience, and 'chain up his 
JuſHce in order to the fruition of its luſts. 

{ 3+ As for the Aﬀections,there's nothing 
| ut 
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but monſtrous Ataxy in them, Love ina 
Natural Man dotes upon abomination,and 
Hatred breaks out againſt goodneſs it fel 
Hope hangs upon a broken reed, and Fear 
ſtarts and trembles at its fellow-mortal ; 
Joy triumphs in the pleaſures of fin, and 
therein virtually ſports it ſelf with the 
flames of Hell ; and Sorrow which ſhould 
wait upon Sin pours out it ſelf over world- 
ly Crofles : all the AﬀeGtions are out of 
frame and place. At firſt they were borg 
Subjects to the Kingdom of Reaſon, bur 
the Rational Faculties ( which are the 
man) rebelling againſt God in the firſt 
Adam, the AﬀeCtions (which are the bru- 
tal part) mutin and riſe up in Arms againft 
Reaſon, and by an unnatural violence de» 
por it 3 and ſo unman the man. Hence 

e becomes .@; 7% «\0ze, as the unreaſon- 
able beaſts that periſh. What Aſaph was in 
his Envy at the fooliſh , that is every 
man in his inordinate Aﬀeions > he 1s 

MDN2 2 great beat beſore God, I'ſal. 73.22." 
Here Dinah, that ts, the judgement is der 
flowred by the San of Chamor, that 1s, an 
Als (as his Name imports,) A generatiqn 
of bruitiſh Luſts ravilh the Soul. Here are 
the m3, THUG, the vile Aﬀetions, which 
debaſe the Immortal Soul to the duſt of 
A a 4 the 
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the Earth. Here the ©'92 157 $Srercore?, 
thoſe dungy Gods of ſenſual Lufſts, carnal 
Profits , and worldly Honours aſcend up 
into the heart, and as Gods aſſume the 
throne of it, command the power of it, 
and by a kind of omnipreſence fill the 
Whole circumference thereof. Here is the 
troubled ſea of paſſions and afteftions , 
where Satan the great Leviathan raiſes up 
the winds and waves of all inordinate mo- 
tions, making the heart boil as a pot, and 
ſporting himſelf in the ſinful toffings there- 
2 | 

4: As forthe membersof the body, they 
are in\a a3vdac, weapons of unrighteouſneſs 
Rom. 6.13. The Law of Sin iſſues out 1ts 
commands in the ſoul, that ſpeeds them 
tothe members of the body, and theſe are 
ready to put them in execution. 

Thus deplorable is mans ſtate m_— 
Converſion, which if duly weighed , 
enough to make every one cry out, Oh! 
- what ſhall I do to be ſaved ? wherefore 1 
proceed to conſider the ſecond £xere. 

' 2. What is the nature of the Work ? 
And here I ſhall unfold two things * 

1. What are the preparatives to Conver- 
fion ? 

_ 2. What is the work of Converſion it 
ſelf? 1, Wha 
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1. What are the preparatives to Con- 
verſion? For as God makes a way to his 
avger in puniſhing, ſo he makes « way to 
his Mercy in converting ſinners. Firſt, #he 
fallow-gronnd of the heart muſt be broken up, 
* before the Seed of God be caſt into it : 
firſt, 2foſes muſt hew the Tables of the 
Heart, .and then God writes the Law up- 
on them. Meraſſeh will not humble and 
turn unto the Lord, till he be in chains, 
Every natural man 1s a Manafſeh, a forgetter 
of God (as that name imports) and will not 
remember and turn unto the Lord, nll 
the Spirit of bondage lay him up in chains 
under deep Convictions of Sin and Wrath. 
As when Chriſt came in the fleſh, John Ba- 
p1ii# prepared his way by the doctrine of 
Repentance : So when Chriſt is formed in 
the heart, John, that is, Gods Grace pre- 
pares his way by legal humiliations. Now 
the preparatory works to Converlion are 
theſe, 

I. Theres a Conviction of Sin, the Spi- 
rit iAtyfe ſhall comvince the world of ſin, 
Joh. 16. 8, not only of Sin in general, but 
in particular, The Law as 'tisin the Let- 
ter only operates little, but as 'tis in the 
Spirits hand it is iv kA9zon, Rom. 7.9. 
it comes home to the heart, and gives it a 

full 
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fall Charge, 4s Nathex to David, Thou art 

the Man, Theſe are Sins, faith the Law, 

and. theſe haſt. thou dane, faith Conſci- 

ences and from particular {jas, the Spirit 

leads up the. Sinner to the fountain of 
bload in his Nature, it ſhews him a Semi-. 
nary of corruption in his qwn heart, it 

makes him fmell the fink of fin ja his own 

boſome ; neither is this conviction ,only 

rational and |\notional, butireal and intui- 

tyie. Sin with all its Hoſts is as it were 

muſtered and ſet in order before his eyes, 

Fel. 5021+, Nay, it takes hold upon him, 

and he is made tq poſleſs it/as his own, 

which forces him at laſt to cry. our,Guilty, 

Guilty. 

+», There is a Conviction of Wrath. When 

Satan gave man þjs firſt fall , he inſtilled 

this- Principle into him, #hou ſhalt not ſurely 

dye,Ben.3.4, No, though thoueat the fruit, 

thou ſhale, 2ot, . On the contrary, when 

God comes to recover a Soul out of its 

Fall, he ſpeaks-in the ſame language as to 

Abimelech, Behind thou art but a dead man, © 
Gen. 20+ 3+ The wages of ſir is deaths and 
becauſe ſuch fins. are found in. thee, thou 
haſt the: ſewtenct of death in thy ſelf. In 
conviction God ſets up a Judgement-ſcat 
in the heatt; and there after Law-accuſa- 
$100$ 
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tions and Canſcicuce-pruyn, rat Sinner 18 
ſentenced to death, and after ſentence: he 
is drawn into the- valley of Achor, or trou- 
ble, to be ſtoned with the curſes of the 
Law, and ſcourged with Scorpions of 
Wrath; he hangs by the thred of his life 
over the bottomleſs gulph of perditian, 
and out of the fiery Law Hell doth as it 
were flath w his face. 

3. Out of thefe convictions there axj+ 
ſeth legal fear, Gods judgements, which 
before were far above out of his ſight, now 
apprgach near unto him 3 qualms came 
oyer Conſcience, and hell-pains begin to 
ſeize the Soul : this fear bath torment, a 
kind of hell in it, and out of this 
fear illyes a flood of legal forrows br. 
as: prqcurative- of wrath 3; Gods arrows 
pack faſt in the Soul; and hence men are 

hed in beart, As 2. 27. and which is 

&, wounded in {ptr Prov, 18. 14. and 
theſe wounds fink and ore corrupt, till the 
balm of Chrilts blood be poured intq 
them, - Such'is the weight of theſe fears 
and ſorrows, that it preſles the Soul into a 
(elf-wearineſs, and by cngyon breaks it all 
$0 pieces, that there is ſcarce left a ſhard 
thereof to take aNttle firefrom the hearth, 
or water out of the Pit of any Creature- 
comfort, 4. In 
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4. In the midſt of theſe Fears and for- 
rows, ſome glimmerings and appearances 
of mercy in Chriſt offer themſelves to the 
Soul; and the Soul begins to have ſome 
velkities and imperfect wouldings after 
Mercy, anguiſh and bitterneſs make it cry+. 
out, Oh! hat ſball I do to be ſaved? The |, 
ſeorching flames 'of Gods wrath leave & 
thirſt in the heart after the coolings and 
refrigerations of pardoning Mercy, and 1n 
proportion to theſe wouldings and vellei- 
ties, there are ſome light touches and taſts 
of Free Grace, ſome flaſhes of -joy in the 
Word, and Chriſt the marrow thereof $ 
and yet all this while there is no root of 
Spiritual life in the heart. Theſe are the 
preparatories of Converſion, only we mult 
not conceive them to be- ſuch formal im- 
mediate diſpoſitions as infallibly inf 
Converſion after them; for ſuch pepalſM 
ones, though not far from the Kingdom 
Meaven, may yet poſſibly never enterint6 
it : neither muſt we look on theſe prepa- 
rations, though Gods uſual' method,- as 
neceſlary on G ds part ; for if he pleaſe to 
uſe his Prerogative, he cah-make even dry 
bones to rattle and comg- together again 
without any previous difieficor, Hecan 
fay unto men, even when they are in their 


blood, 


Of the Work, of Converſion. | 765 
blood, Live; and that word, as with chile 
of Omnipotency ſhall inſtantly bring forth 
the New Creature. _ 

2. What is the work of Converſion it 
ſelf? I anſwer, 'Tis that inward Principle 
of Grace, whereby a man is made able and 
willing to turn from all Creatures unto 
God in Chriſt. Converfion is a- motron 
of the Soul, and therefore there muſt be 
an inward Principle, called in Scripture 4 
Root ; The root of the matter is in me, faith 
Job, Job 19. 28. Friends, you look upon 
meas if I were nothing but leaves of hy- 
pocriſie, but the inward Root of Holinefs 
1s 1n me, * Converſion is a ſupernatural mo- 
tion, and therefore there muſt be an mn- 
ward Principle of Grace, called by the 
Apoſtle, the Divine Natare, 2 Pet. x. 4. the 
Humane Nature cannot elevate it felf fo 
high as Converſion, but the Divine Na» 
rure can doit, By this inward Principle 
of Grace man hecomes able, he hath an 
active poſſe convertere, and which is more,a 
velle too, he becomes able and willing to 
turn. Converſion is called in Scripture 
MIN 2 returning unto Ged, Mans Natu- 
ral ſtate wants a Turn, and Gods Superna- 
tural Grace effects it. Motion is between 
two terms; the termings 4 quo in conver» 
fon 
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fion is all; Creatures. Creatures as Crea- 
tures are the footſteps of Gods Power and 
Goodneſs; and fo: we muſt not turn from 
a but ſee God init : but Creatures 
as they are deifycd and idolized in the 
heart CEE lying vanities and empty 
nothings, and fo in Converſion we turn 
from them all... The world without us is 
a Glaſs of the Divine Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, and ſo Converſion gives a ſandified 
uſe of it 3 but the world within us, the 
world in the heart is nothing but 4 /uff, 
1 Joby 2. 16.. fitting in the place and 
Throne of God, I mean, the chief and up- 
permoſt ſeat of the Soul, and ſo Conver- 
lion caſts it out of the heart. The Soul in 
Converſion moves towards God as its true 
centre, and therefore mult leave all the 
world behind its back. The terminas ad 
quere in Converiton is God. A man before 

Converſion walks in an Image, Pal. 39. 6. 

he thinks that he moves towards happi- 

neſs ia this or that Creature, but all the 

while he is but in an image or picture of 
happineſs ; but in Converſion he moves 

really to God the Centre and Sabbath of 
Souls, Laſtly, in Converftion there 1s a 
turning unto -God tn Chrilt.. To turn to 
God is a moſt rational Act, for he 1s the 
only 
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only true end of the Soul 3 and to turn ta 
God in Chrift is a moft Regular AQ, for 
he is the only true way to that end.. The 
way into the Holy of holies is only :hrowgh 
the vail of Chriſts fleſh. It we go to God 
out of Chriſt, we go to a conſuming fire 5 
but if we go to God in him, . we go. to 
reconciled Father, who is ready. to falt 
upon our necks, and kils and —_ us 
with his Love revealed in the face of 
Chriſt. | L 2 

Now in Converſion there are two. an- 
ſtants or moments to be diſtin&tly cont» 
dered. | | | 

1. The firſt inſtant is habitual Convex» 
fion, or the habits or vital Principles of 
Grace which incline and diſpoſe the Soul 
to actual Converſion. | 

2. The ſecond inſtant 1s actual Cans 
verſion, or the actuation and crowning 
iſſue of thoſe Principles in an actual turg 
to God. 

1. As to the habits or vital Principles 
of Grace [ ſhall dotwo things. 

1. Iſhall demonſtrate that there are has 
bits or Principles of Grace, 

2. [ ſhall particularly unfold what they 
are, | 
I. I ſhall demonſtrate that there are 
fuch 
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ach things, The Remonſtrants mince the 
bufineſs 3 There is (ſay they) potentia ſh- 
| pernataralis conceſſs volunte 
48. Synod. in Art. 111i ad hoc ut tredere & be- 
3.& 4+ ; | 
ne agere poſſit 3 but as as for 
any habitual Grace, they tell us, Scholaſti- 
rorum figmentum eſt, &- eorum qui ſiniul & 
ſemel optant infundi omnes illos habitus , 
quos aFibus trebris comparare nimit labs- 
rioſum eſſe arbitrantur. Now there is a vaſt 
difference between a mere poſſe convertere, 
and thoſe Habits or Principles of Grace 
which diſpoſe and encline the Soul to atu- 
al Converſion. A mere poſſe convertere 
doth not include in it any 1hward diſfpoſi- 
tion or inclination in the Soul to turn to 
God, no more than the poſſe peccare in in- 
nocent Adam did include init an inward 
diſpolition or inclination in the Soul to 
depart from God ; but the Habits or Prin- 
ciples of Grace do incline and diſpoſe the 
Soul to actual Converfion. Again, a mere 
poſſe 'convertere doth not denominate a 
man gractous, no more than the poſſe pec- 
care 1n innocent Adam did denominate 
him ſinful ; but the Habits or Principles 
of Grace do denominate a man gracious. 
And the Reaſon is, a mere poſſe may be 
abſtract from the Nature or Eſſence of the 
thing 
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thing into which it is reducible, but the 
Habit or vital Principle hath ſomething of 
the Nature or Eſſeiice of the thing in it 5 
nay, it is virtually and ſeminally the thing 
- it ſelf, A merepoſſe peccare in Adam be- 
fore his Fall did not denominate him fin- 
ful, becauſe it had nothing of the nature 
of Sin in itz but the Habits and Seeds of 
Corruption after the Fall did denqminate 
him very ſioful, becauſe they were virtual- 
ly & ſeminally all Sin. A mere poſſe conver» 
tere doth not denominate a man gractous, 
becauſe it is abſtra&t from the Nature and 
Eſſence of the thing 3 but the Habits or 
Principles of Grace do denominate him 
ſuch,becauſe they were virtually and ſemi= 
nally all Grace. Now that there are ſuch 
Habits or Principles of Grace, and not 
anly a naked Power, I hall thus demon» 

ſtrates , .. £54 
I. Outof: the Scriptures, which do cle 
egantly and emphatically decypher out 
thoſe Habits or Priaciples to us. Wonder- 
fal is the variety, of Expreſſions to this 
purpoſe., Theſe Habits. or Principles are 
called, the new heart and new ſpirit, Ezek. 
236.26. the new man, Eph.4.24. the new crea« 
. ture, 2 Cor. 5.17. the hidden man of the 
heart, 1 Pet 3. 4. the good treaſure of ths 
Bb heart, 
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heart, Matth. 12.35. the glory within, Pſal. 
45. 13. eternal life abiding in wt, 1 Joh. 3. 
15. 4 well of water ſpringing up into ever- 
laſting life, Joh. 4.14. the teaching and 4- 
biding anointing, 1 Joh. 2.27. the renewing 
of the hely Ghoſt, Tit. 3.5. the ſeed of God 
remaining in #9, 1 Joh. 3.9. the life of God, 
Eph.4.18. and,which is the ſublimeſt word 
of all, the divine nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. And 
1s all this glory of words poured out up- 
on a merepoſſe, which doth not ſo much 
as encline to Converſion ? Are not here 
the nobleſt and higheſt Inclinations ſer 
forth unto us? Hath not the mew heart, 
which hath eternal life in it, a propenſity 
to Acts of ſpiritual life? Will not the ew 
creature renewed by the holy Ghoſt , and 
ſweetned by the holy Union have ſome 
Odours and Fragrancies breaking forth 
from it 2 Can the hidden man be ever hid, 
the good treaſure ever ſealed, and the glory 
within ever (hut up? Muſt not the Well of 
life break forth, the ſecd and life of God 
ſpring up, and the divine nature ſhew forth 
it ſelt? anddo not theſe denominate him 
gracious 1n whom they are 2 What doth 
anew heart (peak him? How doth the good 
treaſure enrich him, the glory within 1111» 
ſtrate him, the holy #ion perfume _ 
the 
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the life and ſeed of God quicker him, the 
renewing of the Chef ater him, and 
the divine nature glorifie him 2 Here ar6 
regnant denominations indeed, but theve 
1s not a tittle of this in a mers poſh cons 
vertere 3 wherefore theſe exprettions are 
of a nobler emphaſis than ſo; You'l ſay, 
is true, theſe expreſſions ſhew forth ha« 
bits or principles of Grace, but not ſuchas 
o before the aCtual conſent of the willto 
Gods Call, bur ſuch as follow after it, nay, 
after frequent acts thereof. . 
Unto which I ſhall anſwer two things : 
1. The habits and principles of Grace 
degyphered in the Scriptures aforeſaid, are 
there ſet out as the royal ats of pure Free 
Grace, and not as pendents upan-mans 
Will ; and for this I (hall give two emi- 
nent inſtances, omitting others 5 The firſt 
is in that famous place, Ezek, 36. where 
God promiſes a new heart, ver. 26. and his 
own ſpirit, ver, 27. but withal heenters a 
double proteſtation, one before the Pro- 
mile, Thus ſaith the Lord, I do not this for 
your ſakes O houſe of Iſracl, but for mine 
own holy names ſake, ver. 22. and another 
after it, Not for your ſakes do I this, ſaith 
the Lord God, be it known unto you, be 
aſhamed and confounded for your own wayes 
2 0 houſe 
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O houſe of Iſrael, ver. 32. What could be 
more ſaid to exalt God and his Free 
Grace, and to annihilate man and his 
Works ? How could the True God enter 
ſuch proteſtations, if the great promiſe of 
a new-heart hang in ſuſpence upon mans 
actual conſent > When a man without the 
new-heart gives that atual conſent, there 
ts ſomething, which imſtead of ſhame and 
confuſton, 13 worthy to be noted as a mat- 
ter of Praiſe and Glory, But you'l ſay, 
theſ@proteſtations reſpe& not the way or 
order of working theſe gracious habits, 
but exclude mans worth or dignity inthe 
bulineſs. Now albeit God do not give the 
new-heart for mans conſent, yet he may 
. doit upon or after mans conſent. I anſwer, 
theſe proteſtations ſhew, that before the 
new heart there is nothing. in man but 
what is matter of ſhame and confulion, and 
by conſequence the actual conſent of the 
WII, which is a matter of Praiſe and Glo- 
ry, cannot {0 much as in order exiſt before 
the new-heart. The ſecond inſtance is 
that, Tit. 3.5. where the Apoſtle o- 
pens the fountain of Regeneration 3 Not 
by works of Righteouſneſs which we have 
done, but according to his Mercy he ſaved 
ws by the waſhing of Regeneration and res 
newing 


Of the Work of Converſion 373 
wewing of the Holy Ghoſt, We are ſaved 
by waſhing and renewing, but in what 
way or method is this wrought ? The A- 
poltle tells us, not by works of Righteouſ- 
neſs, but of mere mercy. Surely if there 
be any Righteouſneſs in man, it muſt be 
in his Will, and if any work of Righte- 
ouſneſs be in the Will, an aQual' canſent 
to Gods Call muſt be ſuch a'work. Yet 
the Apoſtle afferts that our Regeneration 
was not by works of Righteouſneſs but of 
Gods Mercy* Again, 'tis obſervable, that 
the Apoſtle doth not ſay, Not for works of 
Righteouſneſs, as only excluding the me- 
ritorious dignity thereof, but hefſaith, Not 
by works of Righteouſneſs, as denying the 
very exi{tence thereof in order to Rege- 
neration. 

2. If the aftual conſent of the Will to 
the Calls of God do indeed precede the 
habits or principles of Grace, then what is 
that which gives an actual conſent to Gods 
Call? What elſe but the ſtony heart, the 
old Creature, the wiſdom of man, and the 
humane nature? For the mere poſſe con- 
vertere doth not include in it a heart of 
fleſh, a new Creature, an holy Union, or 
divine Nature ; therefore the conſent pre- 
cedent to theſe Gracious Principles muſt 
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be given by the ſtony heart, old Creature, 
humane Wiſdome and Nature, which 4s 
very ihcongruous. Let us hear Anſelzs 
determination mn this cale, Yoluntas nou 
ref vnlt nifp quia reGa eft : ſt» 
cut non eſt acutus viſus , quia 
videt acute. fed-ided videt a- 
owl? quiz actitus eft 5, ita woluntas non eſt 
refta, quia -owlt rele, ſed rele wult, quo- 
wiam of recte. To the ſame purpoſe is 
that of our Saviour 3; A corrupt tree & Ouvas 
T&4 cannot bring forth good feuit, Mat. 7. 
18, that is; whilſt it is corrupt, it cannot. 
A corriipt ttee'may become a good tree, 
but whilſ- it corrupt it -canuot bring 
forth good: fruits as when: the Apoſtle 
ſaith, The carne! mind cannot be ſubje® to 
Gods Law, Rom. 8.7. the meaning 1s, that 
whilſt it is carnal it cannot 3 and how then 
can the WHll, whillt it is a corrupt tree, 
bring forth {o precious a' fruit as an aflent 
to Gods-Call? How can ſuch a grape of 
Heaven grow upon the thorns of an unre- 
generate heart? You'l ſay, I muſt not tall 
the WY a corrupt tree, when there-4s a 
poſſe convertere (upernayurally poured jato 
itz butif that poſſe donot denomigare jt 
gracious, furely it is as yet but corrupt,and 
Whulſt it 1s ſuch, it may be ſo called. 
_—_ 2, I argue 


De Concordid, 


Cap. 13: 


Of the Work of Converſiot®. 375 
2. I argue from the Glory of free Grace, 
one of its Crown-jewels is, that it makes 
racious Principles where there were none 
fore it new creates in Chriſt, and ſogives 
Principles of: Spiritual being ; it quickens 
the dead, and (o gives Principles of Spiri- 
tual Life : thus free Grace is bleſſed from 
the fountain of Iſrael, from the fontal Prin- + 
ciples of the new Creature. But thoſe 
which deny gracious Principles, darken 
free Grace in that which is its prime lfiſtre. 
But here I ſhall be asked whether that poſſe 
convertere be not ſuch a Principle ? I an» 
(wer Noz a Principle is more than a bare 
poſſe. There was in Adam in innocency a 
poſſe peccare, and yet there was no Princi- 
ple of fin in him; after the ſame manner, 
there is (ay the Remonſtrants) a poſſe con- 
vertere given to fallen man, but this is'no 
Principle of Grace in him. But not to 
ſtrive about words, ſuppoſe it might be 
called a Principle, yet what a grand dif- 
paragement to free Grace is it, to ſay, that 
there was as much of Principle in innocent 
Adam by Nature towards his ſinful tranf- 
preſſion, as there is in fallen Man by Grace 
cowards his actual Converſion 2 Such as 
deny gracious habits, and grant only a na- 
ked power muſt ſay fo, 
B b 4 3. Targue 
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3. I argue from the ſweetneſs of Pravi- 
dence. As'tis the Glory of free Grace that 
| there are gracious Principles made, ſo 'tis 
the ſweetnel(s of providence, that thoſe 
Principles are made firſt ; and then con- 
gruous adts iſſue from thence. The only 
wiſe God diſpoles things in the ſweeteſt 
| » method. In the body of Nature firſt a Sun 
and then a beam, firſt a Fountain and then 
a ſtream, firſt a Root and then a fruit. In 
the Soul of Man negatiye faculties precede 
atts of life, ſenſitive acts of ſenſe, and in- 
te]leCtual acts of reaſon. Hence thoſe acts 
illue forth in an caſie connaturalneſs to 
their Principles. And can there be leſs of 
the beauty of. providence in the Spiritual 
world than in the natural 2 Should there 
not be as ſweet an order in the new Crea- 
ture'as in the old ? Ought not ſupernatu- 
ral acts to iſſue forth in as great connatu- 
ralneſs to their Principles as natural ? If 
ſo; then there muſt be habits of Grace to 
| precede the aQts; it not, then thoſe ads, 
| which are above nature i faFo eſſe, as to 
their eſſential excellency, muſt be below 
It in fieri,as to their procedure from cauſes ; 
nay,.'tis hardly imaginable, that thoſe aCts 
| ſhould at all come forth into being with- 
out gracious Principles, Ifthe Will be not 
F 5% changed 
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ghanged by regenerating Grace, how isit 
conſtitured in: ordine agentium ſuperna- 
turalinm? And it not, how can it actually 
turn to God, ſecing that is aFas ordinis 
ſupernaturalis £ Every one that doth righte« 
ouſneſs is born of God, 1 Jeh. 2. 29. To turn 
unto God is a prime act of Righteouſneſs, 
and how then can it be done before Reges« 
neration? Wherefore the Scripture me- 
thod is clgar; firſt 4 good tree and then 
good fruit, Mat. 7. 17. firlt « good treaſure 
in the heart; and then good things out f it, 
Mat. 12. 35. firſt we are created in Chriſt, 
and then we walk in good works, Eph. 2.10. 
And thus Spiritual a&s are done in the 
ealineſs of the new Creature , becauſe 
in a way connatural to Spiritual Prin- 
ciples. 

4- If there be no habits or principles of 
Grace, what is that that makes the grand 
difference between a godly and an ungod- 
ly man ? Surely, either it muſt be the aQts 
of Faith and other Graces, or elſe the ha- 
bits and principles thereof.” Tis not the alts# 
of Faith and other Graces, for two Rea- 
{ons : 

1. Becauſe that which makes the diffe- 
rence muſt be ſomewhat permanent 3 ſuch 
was Caleb's other ſpirit which differeticed 

3 Get him 
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him from the murmuring "Congregation, 
Namb. 14. 24. Such was Job's Root which 
difterenced him from the leavy hypocrite, 
Job 19. 28. But the acts of Faith and 0- 
ther Graces are tranſient 3 wherefore if 
theſe be all the difference, what becomes 
of a Godly man in his fleep or phrenfie, 
wherein no ſuch ads are put forth > Doth 
hedrop out of the ſtate of Grace without 
any apoftaſie, or continue in 3t without 
any differencing quality ? neither 1s poſ- 
fible ; he back-{lides not from God, and 
how can he be out of the ftate of Grace ? 
he is bat as other men are, and how-can 
he be in it 2: It remains therefore that the 
habits of Grace make the difference; for 
by realon of theſe he is not as other men 
are, no, not when the Atts of Grace are 
ſuſpended, becauſe he hath another ſpirit 
in him. | 

2. All men being by Nature ungodly, 
that which chie akes the difference 
muſt denominate a man changed. Now 
*in every change the Terminus 15 ſomewhat 
permanent 3 in Alteration 'tisa permanent 
Quality, in Augmentation 'tis a perma- 
nent Quantity,” in Generation 'tis a fub- 
ſtantial Form, and in Regeneration *tis 
4 new creature born of the incorruptible 
ſeed 
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ſerd of the Word, 1 Pet. 1.23; The Termi+ 
#4 of this gracious Change is ſet out in 
Scripture..as' a permanent thing z ſome- 
times 'tis called /;ght 5 ye were darkneſs but 
now light in the Lord, Eph. 5.8. ſometimes 
life ; this my ſon was dead end is alive a» 
gain, Luk, 15.24. ſometimes the new man 3 
old things are pait away, behold all things 
are berome new, 2 Cor.5.17. ſtill it is fome- 
what. parmanent. Hence it appears, that 
the Acts of Faith and other Graces (which 
are tranſient) do not fo properly deng- 
Mminate a man anger, as improve the 
Change already made.' The wild Tree is 
changed by the Graft, and not by the 
After-fruit'; the Natural man is changed 
by the ingratted Word, and not by. the 
fruits of Faith, and other Graces, which 
naturally grow upon the Root of habitual 
Grace. That a corrupt Tree is made good 
is a great Change 3 bur that a'good Tree 
brings forth good fruit is altogether con- 
natural.  :. 

If there be no Habits or Principles of 
Grace, bow can the Natural man's deadly 
Wound, I mean Original Corruption e- 
ver be healed 2 Habitual Corruption can- 
not be healed but by habitual Grace, the 
Plague of the Heart cannot be healed but 


by 
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by the holy UnQion ; inſtead of the old 
Heart there muſt be a new one, or elſe 
there is no healing, and without healing 
how can ſuch a found A as Conver- 
fion come forth? It remains therefore, 
that there are Habits or Principles of 
Grace, 

2. Having proved that there are ſuch 
Habits orPrinciples,I come to unfold what 
they are z and this I cannot better do, than 
by ſhewing what they are in the ſeveral 
Faculties: Wherefore 

1. As tothe Underſtanding, there is a 
Principle of excellent Knowledge ; I ſay, 
excellent, not only 1n reſpett ot the mat- 
ter of it, being heavenly Myſteries ; but 
alſo in reſpe& of the Nature of it, 'tis too 
high for a fool; nay, *tis a' Story higher 
than the Knowledge of all the unregene- 
rate Rabbies in the World : Tis 'not a 
mere literal Os 5 knowing of Chrift 

er the fleſh, but a ſpiritual, a revealing 
piritual things in their ſpiritual Glory; 'tis 
not a dead Knowledge called by the A- 
poſtle wtgquns yiioows, a form of knowledg, 
Rom. 2.20, ſuch as 1s but a liveleſs figure 
or appearance, but 'tis a lively Knowledge 
called by the Wiſeman 2 well-ſpring of life, 
Prov. 16.22, and by our Saviour the light 
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of life, Joh. 8. 12. 'Tis not a Knowled 
without Senſe, but ſuch as hath Senſe,nay, 
all the Senſes of the inward man in it ;'ris 
a ſeeing of the juſt one, As 22.14. a hear- 
ing and learning of the Father, Joh. 6. 45. 
a JR and ſavouring the ſweet odours of 
the Goſpel, 2.Cor. 2.14. 4 taſting how good 
and gracious the Lord is, Pſal. 34. 81. a ta- 
Fual knowledge, a ſpiritual touching and 
handling of the word of life, 1 Joh.1.1, here 
are ſeminally and virtually all thoſe fpi- 
ritual Senſes which diſcern good and evil. 
'Tis not a dark and duskiſh Knowledge, 
but clear and lightſome 3 'tis ſeeing with 
the veil off and face open, 2 Cor. 3. 16,18. 
'tis the day dawriting and the day-ftar ariſing 
in the heart, 2 Pet.1.19. Here God ſhines 
into the heart, and things are ſeen eye to 
eze, as the expreſiion is, 7/23. 52. 8. that is, 
in a clear evidence of the truth. "Tis not 
a Knowledge at a diftance and afar off, as 
Dives (aw Abraham, and as every natural 
man ſees the things of Faith, but a near and 
intimate Knowledge. *Tis wiſdom in the 
hiddes parts, Pſal. 51.6. "tis wiſdom entring 
into the heart, Prov. 2. 10. *tis 4 reaſon de- 
livered over to the power of holy truths, Rome. 
6.17. 'tis AdyG- tails, the word engrafted 
or innaturalized in the mind, Jam.1:21: 
Hereby 
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Hereby the Trath approaches and preſen- 
tiates it {elf to the Soul in fo clear and 
neara manner as that it works a firtn af- 
ſent and perſwaſion thereof, and that 
upan. the divine Authority ſhining and 
ſparkling out in the ſame. This Principle 

ith Amen toall the Truths in Scripture 5 
by it wecome to know truths in our ſelves, 
Heb. 10.34. and to carry the witneſs there- 
of within us, 1 Joh. 5. 10. As Jeſus Chriſt 
is the Amen, the faithful and true witneſs 
who ſealed the Truths of the Goſpel out- 
wardly by his Blood, ſo the holy Undion 
dropping down fom Chriſt is az Amen, 4 
faithful and true witneſs (caling up thoſe 
Truths inwardly in the heart. And this 
clear and near Knowledge,as it aſſures and 

{wades a man of thoſe Truths, is Faith 
in the Underſtanding for this ſets to its 

ſeal that God is true in them, 1 Joh. 3.33. 
'Tis not a mere notional Knowledge float- 
ing in the Brain, vaunting in the Tongue 
or flouriſhing in a leavy Profeilion 5 but 
tis a praftical Knowledge influxive into 
the Will, inffammative to the AﬀeGti- 
ons, and directiveto the whole Lite, This 
is that Principle of excellent Knowledge 

whereby the Soul is enabled to ſee God as 

the only ſupreme End; Chrilt as the only 
rue 
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true Way, and Sin as the only great Ob- 
ſtacle thereunto. | 

2. As to the Will there is 'a Principle 
of Holineſs and ReGitude, ſuch as makes 
the Heart pre and right, ſuch as ſets the 
Will-into a right frame and poſture in a 
threefold Refpect. 

I. In reference to the true End of 
Man. 

2, Inreference tothe right Means. 

3: In reference to the grand Obſta- 
cle. 

r. It ſets the Will into a right poſture 
in reference to Man's true End. Man's 
true End is God alone; for he is fontal 
Goodneſs, Allneſs of Perfettions ; the 
primum amabile.and ultimws finis, the great 
Alpha and Omega of Spirits, perfedtly able 
to (till all the defires, and fill all the cran+ 
nies thereof. Now this re&ifying Prin- 
ciple in the Will, as reſpective to this 
ſupreme End, ihews forth it ſelf three 
ways. 

7. In that it is a defiring Principle. 
Defire is the firſt-botn of the Will, the 
firſt opening of the rational Apperite , 
and this Principle ſanGtifies it and fers it 
apart for God as its ſupreme End ; it en- 
clines and diſpoſes the Will to pant and 


thirſt 
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thirſt after God, to faint and cry out for 
him, toenguire and ſeek after him with all 
the heart. - Before the Will Cain-like did 
go out from the Lord's preſence, but now 
David-like it deſires to. dwell in his houſe 
and behold his beauty.. Before the Will lay 
dead in theGrave of Creature-deadneſs,but 
now it hath the life of God in it quickning 
it to holy breathings after him: before 
there was ſuch a gravedo liberz arbitrii,lach 
Talents of Carnality upon the Will, that 
it could inno wile lift up it ſelf, but lay as 
wong the pots and embraced dunghils 5 but 
now it hath the wings of a Dove to elevate 
it ſelfto God. Here is the firit reſurreGi- 
ox of the Will ; here are the avapdods 2» TH 
uareix, aſcenſions in the heart, as the Se- 
ptuagint hath it, Pal. 84. 5. The nature of 
this Principle is to aſcend up to God and 
leave all the World behind its back. As 
the Principle of perl[wading Knowledge is 
Faith in the Underſtanding,lo this deliring 
Principle is Lovein the Will in its primor- 
dial propenliticsz there is ſpiritual Life in 
primo radio, its firſt Light,and here is ſpt- 
ritual life iz primo ardore, in its fir[t heat. 
2.,In that it is a purpoſling, Principle, 
ſuch as inclines and difpoles the Soul to 
pitch by a ſerious determination upon 


God 
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God as its only happineſs,and to cleave wr 
to him with purpoſe of heart, AF,11.23.This 
renders a man a true ſpiritual Levite, who 
(as his name imports)is joimed to the Lord 
become one ſpirit with him.,1 Cor.6.17, And 
as the firſt-born were dedicated to God, 
and afterwards the Levites; (© -the deſfir- 
ing Principle firſt dedicates the Delires 
the firſt-bora of the Will to God.,and then 
this purpofing Principle makes a man a 
ſpiritual Levire conſecrated to God by a 
holy ConjunGtion with him. - [This 1s that 
Key of David or Love (as David imports ) 
which opens the everlaſting doors of the 
Will that the king of glory may come in,Pſal, 
24. 7. This is that ſweet voice of David 
Love which upon mature deliberation 
if ready to break out, Whom have Tin hea« 
ven but thee £ whom on earth beſides thee £ 
Pſal. 73.25. In Heaven there are glorious 
Angels, and on Earth multitudesof good 
Creatures, but none of them all are my 
end or happineſs; none, none but God a- 
lone, Were Heaven and Earth emptied 
of all their Furniture, til] T ſhould have 
my end as long as I have my God, who 
fills them both with his preſence ; whileſ(t 
he is with me there can be no ſuch thing as 
Emptineſs, for he is /! in all, waving all 
Cc the 
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the World, I pitch upon him alone as my 
only end. I can truly fay tothe Coverous, 
God is my gold, Job 22.25. to the Ambiti- 
ous, God is my glory, Pſal. 3.3. to the Vo- 
luptuous, God 1s my delight, Iſai. 58. 14. 
to the Souldier, God is my buckler and high 
tower, Pſal. 18. 2. to the Mariner, God is 
my broad rivers and ſtreams, Tſai. 33.21. to 
the Potentates and Emperours of the 
World, God is my crown and diadem, Iſai. 
28.5. and to thoſe who with Eſa have e- 
nough of the World, Facob-like, I have all, 
Gen.33.11.all in one, even in God alone, 
Such Reſolutions as theſe are the proper 
Tilues of this purpoſing Principle,this makes 
the Will free indeed ; before it was free in 
Naturals, but now in Spirituals, which ys 
freedom indeed. When the Will fixes 
it ſelf upon the Creature as its End, it 1s 
im ſtraits in 4 houſe of bondage. Take the 
World in its own place, 'tis a ſpacious 
Looking-glaſs of God's Power and Good- 
neſs, buttake it asa man's End and Hap- 
pineſs, 'tis too ſtrait and narrow for the 
1mmortal Spirit ro breathe in. Hence carnal 
Men even in the fulneſs of ſufficiency are yet 
in ſtraits, ſob 20. 22, but when the Will 
through this purpoling Principle fixes it ſelf 
upon God as its End, 'tis free indeed. The 
Rabbins 
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Rabbins call God PP? Plate, and a large 
one he isz no leſs than an Infmirty and Im- 
menſity of Goodnefs, ſuch as ng defire or 
out-going of the Will can ever pats tho- 
rough. Here there is Room enough for 
an 1mmortal Spirit, Goodneſs enough to 
latiate the rational Appetite for ever. Now 
as the deſiring Principle is Love in the Will 
in its hirſt Plantationzſo this parpoſing Prin» 
ciple is Love further rooted and grounded 
in the ſame Faculty, 

3. In thar it is a reſting Principle, ſuch 
as enclines and diſpoſes the Will to 4 
double reſt m God. 

1. Toa Reſtof Innitence. 

2. Toa Reſtof Complacence: 

1. To a Reſt of Innitence; it inclines 
the Will to lean and roll it (elf upon God, 
and to ſet its faith and hope in him : here. 
by the Heart hath an acceſs tmto God, and 
caſts and ventures it felf upon him for all 
its happineſs, as being fully refolved in 
it (elf tobe happy only in him. And this 
is no other than Faith ia the Will conft- 
dered ut in ultimo termirio, in God its only 
reſting-place. - We which believe (tarrh the 
Apoſtle) do enter into reft, Heb. 4.3. Faicht 
makes a matt ceaſe from himſelf and enter 
into reſt by a ftducial gepoſe on God's AWE 
fafticiency, Cc 2 3, Tg 
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2, Toa Reſt of Complacency 3 it en- 
clines the Will to delight in the Almighty, 
T/ai.58.14. and count him its exceeding joy, 
Pſal.43.4.Hereby the Soul dwel/; at eaſs,or 
lodges in goodneſs (as the Origiaal hath it) 
Pſal.25.13. hereby it lies down in the bo- 
ſom of -bliſs and hath peace for its taberna- 
cle, Job 5.24. God was the Levites inheri- 
tance, Dent. 18. 2. As the purpoſing Prin- 
ciple makes a man a ſpiritual Levite,ſothe 
reſting Principle gives a man an inherit- 
ance in God; and this 1s Love 1n its tri- 
umph and joy inheriting all things in Gods 
Mercy and glorious All-ſufticiency. 

2. This Principle of Redtitude or Ho- 
lineſs ſets the Will right inreference to the 
true Means. The true Means is Jeſus Chriſt 
the Mediator ; the only way into the Ho- 
ly of Holies is through the Veil of his 
fleſh, We are inatreble Incapacity of re- 
turning unto God our ultimate End : We 
are in the Darkneſs of Sin and ſee not the 
right path thither, and as to this, Chriſt 1s 
the way,as 4 Prophet teaching us by his Spi- 
rit and Word : We are in the Guiltineſs 
of Sin and dare not approach thither, and 
as to this, Chriſt is the way,as a Prieſt offer- 
ing up his Blood and Righteouſneſs for us: 
We are in the Impotency and m_— of 

in, 
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$in, and cannot, will not of our felyes re- 
turn thither, and as to this, Chrilt 1s the 
way as 4 King, ſubduing and ruling us by 
his gracious Sceptre 3 God hath ſealed 
* Chriſt to all theſe Offices for this very end 
to bring us home to himſelf. Now this 
Principle ſets the Will right in reference 
to Chriſt in all his Offices. 
1. Take him as a Prophet, this Principle 
ſets the Heart right ina threefold reſpe&. 
I. 'Tis a Principle of humble Teach- 
ableneſs. God (who is the Soul's Centre) 
dwelling in Light unapproachable, and 
Chriſt (who 1s 1n the Father's boſom ) be- 
ing the great revealer of him; this Prin- 
ciple enclines the Will to hearken to 
Chriſt; the ear is opened or revealed to 
hear the great Prophet itt all things. There 
is a Te9Wvuic, or readineſs of mind tolet in 
every beam of Light and catch at every 
drop of Truth which falls from Chriſt, 
Before Man was a Wolf and a Lion for 
b:-uitiſh untractableneſs, but now a ittle 
child may lead him,Tſai.11.6. even the leaſt 
truth or meſlage from Chriſt; he will not 
be unruly or break away from it for a 
World, but meekneſs and humYity make 
him as a little Child ruleable by every 
word of Chriſt, 
Cc 3 2. 'Tis 
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2. 'Tisa Principle of Faith, ready to 
receive Chriſt 77 the name of a- Prophet. 
Chriſt doth uo fooner ulher in a Truth in-+ 
to the Soul, but this Principle ciafps about 
it with hducial embraces, and lays, This is 
a beam from the Sun of rigoteoujneſs, this is 
a meſ/ age from the Angel of the Covenant, 
ſent on purpoſe to fetch me away to God, 
Hereby the Soul is diſpoſed to believe* 
Chriſt's Words,and receive his Teſtimony, 

3. *Tisa Principle of Love, ready to 
embrace Chriſt as ze Argel of God's face 
or preſence. and kiſs the Son as revealing 
boly ſecrets from the Fathers boſom. This 
Principle hangs upon Chrilt's myrrb-drop- 
ping lips, and when he ſpeaks, it catches 
up his words as the word: of eternal life 5 e+ 
very Iruth is received in Love as from 
Chriſt's hand, and above all, Chriſt him- 
ſelf is very precious,becaule he istbe bright+ 
meſs of glory. 

2. Take him as a Prieſt, this Principle 
ſets the Hcart right towards him. Under 
the Law the Levites were given to the 
Prieſt; under the Goſpel thoſe who are 
ſpiritual Levites, are given to Chriſt the 
High-pricſt, Now the Principle ( where» 
by they are given to Chriſt as a Pricſt ) is 
double, 


1.' Tis 
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1.(CTis a Principle of Faith enclining 
the Soul to waſh in the Laver of Chriſt's 
Blood, and wrap up it ſelf in the Robe of 
his Righteouſnels, This 1s called in Scri- 
pture truſting in Chriſts name, Matth. 12. 
21. faith in his blood, Rome. 3.25. receiving 
the atonement, Rom. 5.11. and receiving the 
gift of righteouſneſs, Rom. 5.17. Whena 
Soul comes up out of the wilderneſs of Sin 
to return to God,all the way it leans upor 
Jeſus Chriſt, Cant.8.5,. | 
2. 'Tis a Principle of Love enclining 
the Soul to love Jeſus Chriſt as its Prieſt, 
When once there are Faith-glahces in the 
Underſtanding at Chriſt crucified, and 
Faith-rollings in the Will upon him, the 
holy Fire (called a vehement Flame, or, 
as it isin the Original, the Flame of God, 
Cant. 8.6.) kindles upon the heart and 
makes it burn with true love to Chrilt : 
Oh ! ſays the Soul, this is he who made the _ 
Robe of Righteouſneſs for me, and how 
much love was there in every thread of 
it 2 This is he whodrunk off the Cup of 
trembling for me, and how much wrath 
did my fins ſqueez into it LWhen on Earth 
he bore my fins upon the Croſs,and now in 
Heaven he bears my namEupon his heart 3 
his Perſon 1s all defires.h1s Blood all preci- 
Cc 4 | oulneſs, 
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ouſneſs, his'Righteouſne(s all glory, his 
Love all heights and depths and- breadths 
ſurpaſſang knowledge, and who can chuſe 
but love him ? -There 1s no high Prieſt or 
Sacrifice but himſelf, ho Balm or healing 
but jn his Wounds, no Interceſſor abave 
bur his Blood and Righteouſneſs, no Beau- 
ty or Glory in all the viſible World like, 
that in his Croſs, and;how: can. the-heart 
refuſe his Eſpouſals? This 1s a Principle 
of tweet cloſure with -Chriſtz this makes 
the Sou} breathe after, nay approdch- to 
Chriſt, and when it hath & being'in im, 
ſuch 1s the holy aſpiration of this-Prin- 
ciple, that (till it defires to be more þper- 
fetly and intimately in him ; no embraces 
near enough, there's toa much diſtance 
in every union: When the Soul is brother 
and ſiſter and mother to him, (till *twould 
be nearer,nothing leſs than ome ſpirit, 1 Cor. 
6.-17. and when 'tis ſo in ſome meaſure, 
ſtill it preſſes hard after more oneneſs with 
him ; Oh! that the Veil of darkneſs were 
quits off ! that the remnants of ſeparating 

orruption were quite. out ! Oh! tor more 
galesof Faith and Prayer to blow up this 
holy Fire! for more effuſions of the holy 
Unction to feed and enflame it ! Thus this 
Principle 13 hiatus Voluntatis, the opening 
or 


a 
of the Work of Converſion. 993 
thirſty gaping of the Will for more and 
more of 'Chriſt, and all-that it may dwell 
.1n God who is Love it fell. - 

3. Take him as +King, ghis Principle 
ſets the:Hearrright towards him. Hence a 
man becomes &Srmts ds pan\day TH Irs, ins 
a fit poſture towards the kingdom:of God, 

| Lukg.62. and that in a threefold reſped. | 
I. This Principle is a Principle of Faith: 
God madeChrilt a King,& Faith owns him 
as ſuch; God gave him all the power in hea- 
ver and earth,and Faith gives him all the ' 
power in the upper and lower Faculties of 
the Soul. This Principle reſts upon him as 
a King,able to put all his enemies under his 
feet : Are there'{trong holds of Sin in us ? 
this Principle reſts on him as the power of 
God to caſt them down: Are there Armies 
of temptations round about us? this Prin- 
ciple reſts on'him as the Captain of ſalvati- 
on to (catter. them. As ſoon as this Prin- 
ciple is in the Soul, the Soul is no longer 
where it was, but tranſlated into the king» 
dom of Chriſt, Col.1.13. Before it wasin a 
region of Darkneſs, but now in a place of 
marvellous Light 3 its native ſoil was ſpiri- 
tual Sodom and Fg ypt, where Sin is a Law, 
but now it is in the Dominions of Chriſt, 
where the Law of the Spirit frees from the 
L aw 
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Law of pn + and becauſe, after the Law or 
Reign of $in is broken, the remnants or 
reliques of Corruption are (till in us,there- 
fore this Principle doth in a wonderful 
manner reſt upon Chriſt fora more tho- 
rough purging out thereof. | 

2, This Principle is a Principle of Love, 
difpoling the Soul to love Chriſt as a Mel- 
chifedek,, a king of righteouſneſs, and to kiff 
his ſceptre as « ſceptre of righteouſneſs. Tis 
Principle defires and delights above all 
placest@ dwell in Izmanuels lard, and by 
3 holy acquieſcence under his Law , it fits 
down (as it were) in the kingdom of God. 
Hence the Heart is willing that Chriſt 
ſhould reign over it,& that all his Enemies 
fhould be made his foot{tool, even thoſe 
that dwell in its own boſom; if he come & 
ſearch for darling Luſts there, this Prin- 
ciple will open every fold, and unlock e- 
very ſecret place of the Heart to diſcover 
them : It he come and (lay them with the 
Sword of his mouth, this Principle will be 
eonſenting to their death, and pray, So let 
all thine enemies periſh, O Lord, even all the 
remainders of Corruption lying m my 
Heart, 

3. This Principle isa Principle of Obes 
dicnce ; and this is no other but the two 
former 
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former Principles of Faith and Love cons» 
ſpyring together tq do the Will of Chriſt. 
Chriſt 1s at the right hand of God, and the 
Soul by Faith and Love is at the right baud 
of Chriit, Pſal.45.9. ready to hear and do 
all his pleaſure, Ver. 10. Faith hath two 
Eyes,S& while(t one is upon the propitiato- 
ry Crols,the other is upon the holy Crown 
of Jeſus. Loye hath two Hands, and 
whilſt one js thruſt into his fide and bleeds 
ing Wounds, the other is bulte 1n keep- 
ing his righteous Laws and aka, 4 
No ſooner doth a Command drop down 
from him, but Faith catches it up 53 Oh! 
ſaysFaith, this comes from” the King of 
Kings and mult be done ; and this great 
King (fays Love) obeyed for me even to 
the Crols, and how can I do lels than obey 
him? His commandments are all right, his 
yoke eaſie, his ſervice freedom, and bis love 
conſtraining. 

3. This Principle ſets the Will intoa right 
Frame in reſpect of that great Obſtacle, 
Sin. Sin ſeparates between God and the 
Soul, but this Principle ſeparates between 
the Soul and Sinzand this in three reſpects. 

1. As it is a Principle of Evangelical 
Sorrow, Sin 1s contracted with pleaſure 
and muſt be diflolved with ſorrow, and 
this 
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this diffolution will not be kindly, unleſs 
the Sorrow-be Evangelical ; Legal Sar- 
row is a preparative to Convertion, but 
Evangelical is an eſſential ingredient in it 3 
in Legal forrow the Heart breaks under 
the Fears of Hell and Death, but in E- 
vangelical it thaws under the Beams of 
free Grace; it melts for the exceeding (in- 
fulneſs of Sin, it bleeds over the bleeding 
Wounds of Chriſt, it grieves at the griev- 
ings of the holy Spirit, it bluſhes and 
ſhames it ſelf for the ſtains caſt upon Gods 
Glory,& itis offended & full fraught with 
diſplicency at its many & great offences of 
the divine Majeſty. This is A\my x7 Srovſor- 
row according to God, 2 Cor. 7. 10. Sorrow 
for Sin as Sin, ſuch as God would have. 
This turns the ſweet morſels of Sin into 
bitter herbs, and the pleaſant ſtreams of 
luſt into blood ; hereby Sin is in ſome de- 
gree looſened out of the Heart. 

2. Asit isa Principle of hatred encli- 
ning the Will to hate every falſe way. The 
Scripture ſets out Sin as a very odious 
thing, 'tis the poyſor of aſps, Rom.3.13. the 
dogs vomit, 2 Pet. 2.22. a menſiruons cloth, 
Iſai.30.22. @2 1oda raxiac,the ſuperfinity or 
excrement of all evil, Jam, 1. 21. enmity to 
God, Rom. 8.7. the abominable thing _ 
Go 
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God hates, Jer. 44. 4-and that with great 
hatred, Hoſ.9.7. Now the Heart (when 
this Principle is in it) hates and abhorrs 
the taſte of this poiſon', the ſmell of 
this vomit, the touch of this menſtraous 
clotb, the ſight or appearance of this fil- 
thy excrement, the thought of this en- 
mity to God, and the very preſence of 
this abominable thing ; this hatred is 
the very life and ſpirit of Repentance : As 
the love of Sin is the vinculum unions or 
vital ſpirit whereby the Soul and Sin are 
intimately united together, ſo the hatred 
of Sin is the ſolutio vinculi, or the extinfi- 
on of that vital ſpirit, whereby the Soul 
and Sin are ſeparated one from another. 

3. Asit isa Principle of attual Refor- 
mation or forſaking of Sin 3 and this is no 
other than the two former Principles of 
Sorrow and Hatred conſpiring together to 
make away with Sin.Sorrow nails the old 
Man with all his members upon the Croſs 
there to die in pains and agonies, and Ha- 
tred pierces into his very Heart and lets 
out his vital Blood, I mean, the love of 
Sin, that he may be ſure to die and not re- 
vive again; where theſe two are,a man ſuf+ 
fers in the fleſh and ceaſes from ſin,1 Pet.q.1. 
he cannot mudy «uaylin, commit fin,1 Joh. 
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3:9: not ſo as he did before, Sorrow for- 
ids it to be the joy of his way, and Hatred 
forbids it to be the love of his Heart, and 
both calt it out asa» wnelear thing, cauſing 
God's departure from the Soul. 

3. As to the Aﬀettions, there is a Prin- 
ciple which tunes and harmonizes them, 
and that in a threefold reſpeR. 

1. Tis a Principle reductive of the Af- 
fetions to the Rule of Reaſon. Godin 
Creation made Man a Lord over Brutes.& 
anointed Reaſon to reign over, the Aﬀe. 
tions; bur as ſoon as Man rebelled againſt 
God, all within him and without him was 
hurled into confuſion : Without,the brute 
Beaſts rebelled againſt his perſon ; and 
within, the brutiſh Luſts rebelled againſt 
his Reaſon 3 but when converting Grace 
reduces Man into order again, ther the 
beaits of the field are at peace with kim, Job 
5.23. and the Afﬀections of the Heart 
throw down their arms and confeſs their 
homage to the Kingdom of Reaſon. This 
Principle makes a man able to rule over his 
own ſpirit, Prov. 16. 32. and ſay with Au- 
thority to one Atfettton, Go and it goeth, 
and to another, come. and it cometh. "Tis 
true, Moral Vertue doth in its way ſub- 
jet the Aﬀettions to Reaſon , but this 

? ſuper- 
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ſupernatural Principle doth it in 4 more 
excellent manner 5 there the SubjeQion is 
to Reaſon as the ſupreme Faculty of the 
Soul, but here it is to it as the candle of the 
Lord, even for his ſake who lighted it up 
for the guidance of the blind Faculties 3 
' there it is to Reaſon as a natural Light, but 
hereitis to it as ſupernaturally 1Nlumina- 
ted. The holy Spirit makes the Truths of 
the Goſpel to become the Law of the mind, 
and this Law of the mind rules over the Af 
feftions; the Aﬀections are the 7% ary, 
the Woman-part. in us, the head of this wo« 
man is the Man or Reaſon, and the head of 
this Man is Chriſt 4nd his holy un@ion. | 
2. 'Tis a Principle moderative of the 
Aﬀections as to the things of the World. 
Before Converlion the Earth hath its 
Throne in the Heart, but this Principle 
ſhakes the earth ont of her place; before,the 
AﬀeCtions are as Sails ſpread open to the 
gales of the World, but this Principle con- 
tracts and folds them up leſt the ſpirit of 
the World ſhould fff them : Earthly thmgs 
are Tt tA pre, the ſmalleft thing» of all, 1 
Cor.6.2. and (where this Principle is) a 
very ſmall portion of them will fuffice, A« 
gur's dimenſum, Daniels pulſe, our Saviours 
daily bread,Pauls food and raiment,Luther's 
Herring, 
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Herring, any thing with the word of blef- 
ſing will ſerve the turn; when there is 
little or nothing without, ſtill there is an 
eg, a ſelf-lufficiency of holy content 
within 3 and when there is a concourſe or 
affluence of all outward bleflings, this 
Principle is as Balaſt to keep the Heart 
from mf and overwhelming-it ſelf 
therein; there is ſuch an holy allay upon 
the Soul, that in the loweſt ebbs of adver- 
ſity it poſſeſſes all things in its God, and in 
the higheſt tidesof proſperity it will not be 
polleſted by any thing in the World : Alas! 
faith the Soul, all this is but thick clay, and 
why ſhould I lade my Eagle-affections 
with it > All this is but mW qailacia, 
mach fancy, and why ſhould an immortal 
Soul be {et upon it > The whole World is 
but 4s, 4 —_ or ſhadow,and that Time 
(which invelopes it) is but «aug gs ovvegrA- 
ye", time contratted, and contracted in- 
toa Yvwyfor ſo the Apoſtle calls the world 
T vw ciave, the mow world, 2 Tim. 4. 10. 
Wherefore a ſhadow of AfﬀeCtions is big 
enough for a figure,and the ſhorteſt glance 
of the Heart long -enough for a 7: vi, a 
tranſient and momentany thing which pe- 
riſhes with the very uſing. TheWorld in Scri- 
pture is ſet out asa nullity, 4 thing that is 
not, 


Of the Work of Corveronns aob 
wot, Prov. 23, 5. and this Principle (deals, 
with 1t' as ſuch z it makgs.4 man, rejaxce.4s. 
if he rejoiced not, and. buy bs: ; ae 
»0t 1 the Aﬀettions. like tran 

are not found -here below, becauſe God 
bath tranſlated them, _ - 

3- 'Tisa Principle inflaymgiive of the. 
Afﬀections towards God and. the things of 
God ; before, the Aﬀections run down to 
the World astheir Centre; but this Prin+ 
ciple tyrns'the- ſtream of the Soul apward 
towards God; now Love .Whigh. is the aw h 
ot the heart,opens & unlocksix unto'Go 
Deſire, which is Love in motion, gocs out 
in holy breathings and chirtings a ter-himy 
audif he ſtay away trom the; Soul, Hope; 
which is Love in. expectarion, looks —_ 
waits for his approaches to the Soul ; and 
when he doth approach thither, Delight; 
which is Love in reſt or acquieſcence,) joys 
any keeps ſabbath ia his preſence; and Jeſt 
this Sabbath ſhould be broken, Fear, which 
15 the Soul's Sentinel, watches a aiuſt Sin as 
the great make-bate and c——_— z and 
when Sin offers to enter the. Soul, Hatred, 
which 1s the Soul's Guard, ſhuts the doors 
_ it with an holy diſplicency and an- 

thy 3 and-if it do enter. there, Anger, 
i ich is the Soul's Sword; (trikes OF ic 
with 
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with indignation, and Sotrow, which is 
the Soul's Ifftre, vents and lets out the cor- 
rypt blood 'and humours out of it 5 and 
(0 13 the heat and height of all ) Zeal 
s the Soul on fire and makes it burn 
e Kew, in that which is good, for the Glo- 
ry of God-who is the ſupreine Good, and 
againſt the commiſſion of 'Six-which is the 
fupreme Evil. Thus the whole m0\mrdue 
trade or converſe of the Aﬀections 7s irr hea- 
wen, Phil. 3. 20. This Principle fets- the 
Heart upon1God above all; it may and 
doth love Creatures as the Prints of his 
Power and Goodneſs,” Ordinances as the 
Conduit-pipes of his Grace and Spirit,and 
Saints as the lively Pictures: and Reſembl- 
ances of his Holinefs, butit fets the Heart 
npott God-above all. This Principle is a 
Frre dropt down from Heaven into the 
Heart to conſume the drofs of Corruption, 
and inflame the Aﬀettions towards God ; 
*is a touch from Chriſt riſen and fitting in 
Glory to raiſe up the Afﬀections out of the 
Tombs and Graves of earthly Vanities , 
and to quicken and inſpire them with the 
life of God, that God may be al/ in a 

therein. 
2. Having (hewed what Converſion is 
i0the hr(t inſtant, I procede to the ſecond) 
In 
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In the firft-inftant the Lamps of Grace are 
made, -in the ſecond they are lighted up5 
in thefirſt inftatit the new Creature is be- 
gotten'bf God in all its parts and propor- 
tions, itt the ſecond it is born into the ſpt- 
fitual World 4 in the firſt inſtant the Tree 
of Righteouſneſs is planted, in the ſecond 
it buds and bloſloms and brings forth pre- 
cious fruit z there is an aCtuation of -gra- 
cious Priticiples, an atual turning of the 
Soul to God, The Underſtanding doth 
attually fee God as the ſupreme End , 
Chriſt as the true Way,and Sin as the great 
Obſtacle. The Will, as to God the ſu- 
reme End, doth aCtually- breathe after 
im in holy defires, fix on him by ferious 
purpoſes and reſt in him fiducially and 
complacentially for all happineſs. - As to 
Chriſt, the true way, it doth aQtually em- 
brace and receive him as a Prophet for 
Guidance and Inſtruftion, as a Prieſt for 
SatisfaQtion and Interceſſton, and as a King 
in the Government of his Spirit and Word. 
And as to Sin, the great Obſtacle, it doth 
atually furround it with Sorrow, fight a- - 
= it with Hatred, and overcome it 
y a real Reformation. The AfﬀeCtions 
do aftually bow down under Reaſons Sces 

ptre, come off from the World's Breal(t 
Dd 2 and 
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and+ aſcend up in holy -Flames towards 
God; and under this ſanCtified and aftu- 
ally returning Soul, the members of the 
Body become 67)« 3a, niger of 
righteouſneſs , aCtually .. performing | 
<xccuting the commands thereat. Thus 
all the Habits and Principles of Grace are 
actuated.and all rhe Powers and, Faculties 
of Man are actually returned. unto God, 
Now this actual Converſion. comes into 
Being three ways. 

1. Asfrom the inward vital Principles 
of Grace; there is a divine Life and Vi- 
gour in them putting forth the Soul to 
Acts congruous and connatural thereuntoz 
the divine nature will be ſhewing forth it 
ſelf, the well of livirg water will be ſpring- 
ing up, the ſeed of God will be ſhooting 
forth, the kingdom of heaven, though but 
asa grain of Muſtard-ſced, will at laſt be- 
come a Tree. When there isa Principle 
of right Knowledge in the Underſtanding, 
it is 4 well-ſpring of life, Prov. 16. 22. and 
the wiſe (who have it) ſhall underſtand, 
Dar.12 10. When there is a Princyple of 
Redtirude in the Will, z»tegrity will guide 
it and dire its way, Prov. 11. 3, 5. the 
tB'W'D the reFitndes or rightneſſes will love 
Teſws Chriit, Cant.1.4. that is, ſuch hearts 
as 
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as have'right Principles in them will af- 

ſuredly love him, for the Byaſs of thoſe 

Principles draws to it 3 converting Iſrael 
will caſt forth his roots, Hoſ.t4.5. the root 

of Faith caſts forth it ſelf in aftual believ- 

ing, the root of Love in actual loving 3 

The root of the righteous yieldeth its fruit, 

Prov.12.12.The very Nature of theſe Prin- 

ciplesis to diſpoſe the Soul to attual Con- 

verſion. Even moral Vertues diſpoſe to 
moral Acts, how mucy more do ſuperna- 
tural Principles diſpole to ſpiritual Ads? 

Moral Habits are of owr own houſe, but ſu- 
pernatural Principles are of .a higher Ex- 
traction, coming down from Heaven and 

{tiled the wertwes of God, 1 Tet. 2.9, there- 
fore there muſt needs be more Vertue and 
Vigour in them than in, moral Habits , 
which come forth out of Principles of Rea- 
ſon and are the Vertues of Men. 

2. Actual Converſion comes into Being, 
as from the aſſiſtant and auxiliary Grace of 
God. When the Apoltle gives account 
of himſelf as to the Principles of Grace, he 
ſaith, By the grace of God Fam that I am ; all 
his ſpiritual Eſſence was from free Grace : 
When he gives an account of himſelf as to 
the cxercile of Grace, he ſaith, 1/abowred, 
yet not I, but the Grace of God which was 
| Dd 3 with 
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with we, 2 Cor. 15. 10. auxiliary Grace 
(which was with him) moved the Princi- 
ples of Grace ( which made up his'ſpiritu- 
al Eſſence )iato actual exerciſe. The new 
Creature can na more do ought of it ſelf 
than the old 7 As natural Agents live and 
move in the Gad of Nature, ſo fpiritual 
Agents live and move in theGod of Grace. 
Wherefore,that there may be' actual Cons 
yerſion indeed, there is help from the holy 
One, a quickning viggne from God, Pſal.119. 
37.4 firring up and fluttering over the neſt 
of gracious Principles, Dent. 32.11. « ſup- 
þb of the Spirit, Phil. 1. 19. and grace with 
pur Spirit, Philem.Ver. 25. nay, in a ſober 
ſence, Immanuel, God with us, V2Y I the 
Lord with ws to encline our hearts to him, 
I Kings 8.57,58. God himſclf is as dew to 
Tfrgcl, and then the roots of Grace caſt 
orth themſelves, Hoſ. 14.5. God blows and 
breathes upon his garden by auxiliaryGrace, 
and then the ſpices thereof flow out in the 
actual owes of Grace, Cant.4.16. 

3. Actual Converſion comes into Bein 
as from the Soul it ſelf. Timothy muſk 
evoZoumugav, ſtir or blow wp bis grace, 2 Tim. 
3-6. auxiliary Grace ſtirs and blows up 
the Principles of Grace, the Principles of 
Grace ſtir and blow up the Soul, m_—y 

Qu 
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Soul,by virtue of thoſe Principles and'Af(- 
fiſtances,ſtirs and blows up it felfunto'a\ 
Qual Converſion. Animrx (as a 'Leamed 
Man hath ic ) privs a& a agit, & priis mota 
movet, & prius a Deo conuerſe 'convertit ſt 
ad Deum. Hence in Scripture -Conver;- 
on.is ſtiled man's ad, he believes to rightth 
ouſneſs, Rom.10.10. he retards 40 the Lord 
with all his heart, 1 Sam.7.3. be gives bim- 
ſelf unto the Lord, 2.Cor.8.5. he obeys to the 
form of Goſpel-do@rine, Rome. 6.17. (till it 
is man's at: Where we may note a re 
markable difference between habitual and 
actual Converſion ; in the production of 
actual Converſion Man is allive bee in the 
production of gracious Principles he' is 
un We'read in Scripture of men be- 

ieving and repenting, but we never read 
of any man who made himſelf z new heart 
and a new ſpirit ; theſe areof God's make 
only, but being made, the man (in whom 
they are) through auxiliary Grace doth 
atually turn to God. 

Having ſhewed what Converſion is in 
the firſt and ſecond inſtant thereof, I pals 
on tothe next and laſt Prere, viz. 

3. Whois the Worker of Converſion ? 
and #his I ſhall cleave afunder into three 
Queſtions, 

Dd 4 I, Whether - 
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- /1, Whether God be not the Author of 
Converſion 2. | Ry 
' 2; After what manner it is wrought? 
- 3. Whether God's Will be not always 
accampliched therein ? 
-:>1-: Whether God be not the Author of 
'K'2 And.tothis Scripture and Reaſon an- 
{wer in the afbrmative. 
1, Scripture. aflerts it 3 there. Conver- 
ſion is painted. put under various Notions. 
With reference to aur old Corruption, 'tis 
called 2 new heart; with reference to the 
Seed of: the Word, 'tis a generation; with 
reference'to- our 'natural Birth, 'tis 4 rege- 
meration; With refcrenceto the Law in the 
Letter, 'tis the Law in #he heart; with re- 
ference tothe World, *tis 2 heavenly call 
out of it with reference to Satan, 'tis 4 
trariſiation ont of his kingdom ;, with refe- 
rence to Chrilt/tis a coming to him by faith ; 
with reference to God, 'tis 4 returning or 
tonverſton to him 5, with reference to-our 
death in Sins, 'tis 4 reſurrefion, a quickning 
of the dead; with reference to our nullity 
in Spirituals, 'tis 4 creation or 4 new crea» 
ture. The Scripture phraſes it many ways, 
bur (till it ſets forth God as the ſupreme 
Authar of it : Be it anew Heart, God is 
the giver of it, Ezek,36,26, bet a Gene- 
< ration 
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ration or Regeneration, God is the father 
of it, Ja-.1.18. be it the Law in the heart, 
God 18 the writer of it, Heb;8.10. be it a 
Call out of the World, God is the caller, 
2 Tim. 1.9. U ita Tranſlation out of Sa- 
tan's Kingdom, God is the tranſlator, Col. 
3.13. be it a coming to Chri(t, God is the 
drawer, Joh. 6.44. be it a turning or re- 
turning to God, God is the converter; to 
him the Church prays, Turn #5, 0 Lord,and 
we ſhall be turned, Lam.5.21. beit a Reſur- 
rection, God is the quickmer, Eph.2.5. be it 
a new Creation, God is the creator and we 
are Toinue WTE, his workmanſhip created in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Eph.2.10. Every way God 1s 
the Author of Converſion ; even in Attual 
Converſion, whileſt the At is Man's, the 
Grace is God's 3 for he worketh the Will 
and the Deed, 
2. Reaſon evinces this, and that 3 ways, 
I. Creature-weakneſs needs it , Man 
cannot convert himſelf; the Natural man 
s I xtlou, receiveth not the things of God, 
1 Cor.2.14. nay, & Siva, be cannot be ſub- 
je& bo God's Law, Rom. 8. 7. as to God 
27 1 he wants @ heart, Prov.9.4. a Stone 
he hath, which reſiſts God's Will, but #2 
heart he hath not to obey the ſame. His Will 
is tota cupiditas, a Luſt rather than a Will, 
no 


gio Of the Work of Converſion. 
no wonder if he cannot by his own power 
convert himſelf.' - Converſion is a thing 
above the Sphere of lapſed Nature, nay, 
beyond the line of Angels; Man's Heart is 
fodark, tht thoſe ftars of light cannot ir- 
xadiate it, and ſo cold, that thoſe flames of 
love cannot warm it ; there is ſuch an Iron» 
fmew init, as the heaverly hoſts (which ex- 
cel in ftrength ) cannot bow,but muſt leave 
it to the Arms of the Almighty, and when 
he doth it, they joy over the Convert as 
a wonder of Power and Grace. 

2. The Excellency of the Work calls 
for it. The Body of Nature is a rare piece, 
but the Soul of Man.is of a nobler value, 
and in the Soul; converting Grace ( which 
is but an Accident) is worth more than 
the Soul it ſelf, 'tis the Soul's Recti- 
tude, 'tis glory within, 'tis the precious hid» 
den man of the heart , "tis the very i- 
mage of God, 'tis Chriit formed in ws,'tis 
anima in centro, the Soul centred in God, 
joined unto him, and after a wonderful 
manner becoming ove ſpirit with him, *tis 
Faith in the true one, Love in the eſlen- 
tial Love, a mind light in the Lord, and a 
Will at liberty in the Will of the primmum 
liberum, and who can be Author there- 
of but God alone? God made all a 
4 
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ab Angelo. uſque ad vermiculum, from the 
Angel in Heaven to the Worm on Earth; 
but in Converſion he makes a poor Worm 
angelize: God mult be owned in every 
Atom of Nature, how: much -more in 
the great Work of Grace? This is one 
of 'the Tx ptzahac 78 Irs, the wonderful 
works of God, As, 2.11. St. Auſtin tells a 
Story of one, who was fedu- , Faban: 
ced at firſt but to deny God's " 
Creatorſhip in the Fly, afterwards came 
to deny it in the Bird, and then in the 
Beaſt, and at laſt in Man : But if any one 
ſhould procede ſo far as to deny him in 
Converſion, it would be more prodigious 
Blaſphemy than all the reſt.SavingGrace is 
4 ray or ſparkle of the Deity, a thing merely 
x7" 9v0v, according to God, Eph. 4.24. there 
is more of God to be ſeen in it than in all 
the World of Creatures beſides, and by 
conſequence to deny him in that is more 
than to deny him in all the reſt. 

3. Þhe Almightineſs of Grace can only 
eftet it, As the Scripture ſets out Con- 
verfion asa great Work, ſo it ſets out an 
almighty Grace as the Cauſe thereof, He 
that believes.acording to ſome Scriptures; 
thatin the work of Converſion there is 
a reſurreFion of the ſoul from the dead, 4 
tranſs 
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transformation of a ſtony heart into fleſh,and 
4 Creation of a ntw heart and new ſpirit, 
mult alſo believe, according to other 
Scriptures, that in the produttion of that 
Work there is put forth « divine power, 
excellency of power, and exceedin | daviur 
of power, ſuch as raiſed up Chriſt from t 
deed, * In Converſion there is not only a 
light ſhining round about the Sinner, but 
a Foht ſhining into him ; not only a waki 
of a (leepy Will, but a quickwing of a dea 
one; notonly a propoſal of divine Ob- 
zjecs, but an infuſion of divine Principles : 
therefore the Grace effetting it mult be 
almighty, That in the Prophet{ I will put my 
Spirit within you,andcanſe you to walk in my 
ſtatutes, Ezek.36.27.]is as much a word of 
Power as the Fiat which made the World ; 
that in the Goſpel [ the hour cometh and 
row is when the dead ſhall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and they that bear ſball live, 
Joh.5.25.] ſounds out as great an efficacy 
as that other, Lazarws come forth; gothing 
leſs than almighty Power can effed it. 

2. After what manner is it wrought ? 
Our Saviour ſets out the Myſtery of Re- 
generation by the Wind, the wind bloweth 
where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound 
thercof, but canſt not tell whence it _y 
an 
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* end whither it goeth , ſo is every one that is 


born of the Spirit, Joh. 3.8. In Regenera- 
tion the Spirit blows with ſuch a ſound as 
breaks the Stone in the Heart, and with 
ſuch lively gales as quicken the dead Soul, 
but the manner of this Work is in a gteat 
meaſure ſecret and incomprehenlible by us, 
If we know not how the Bones. grow in 
the Womb, how much leſs how Chriſt is 
formed in the Heart. No man perfedly 
knows the leaſt Atom or, Duſt in Nature, 
how much leſs the grand Myſtery of Grace? 
Here then we muſt procede with great 
modeſty and ſobriety, keeping as cloſeas 
may be to the line and level of S$cri 

ture. Now herel ſhall make a threefold 


ook,” Wn; 
1. Whether the Word" of God be the 
Means or Ioltrument of Converſion? _ _ 

e. Whether the Will of Man be convert- 
ed by the Intervention of the enlightned 
Underſtanding ? , 

3. Whether theWork of Converſion be 
wrought in an irrehiſtible way ? 

1. Whether the Word be the Means or 
" Inſtrument of Converſion? And here [ 
(hall endeavour two things. 

1. I will prove that it is fo. 

2, I will enquire how far or in what 
ſeace it may be called (o ? 1,1 
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' 1, I ſhall prove thatit is fo, and that by 
three ments. 

I, Plain Scripture aſſerts it. 

. 2. Succeſhive Experience ſhews it. 

3. The Analogy between the Principles 
of the new Creature and the Properties of 
the Word induces it. X 

I. Plain Scripture aſſerts it. Faith com> 
eth by hearing and hearing by the word o 
God,Rom.10.17. the holy ſcriptures are able 
to make wiſe unto ſalvation, 2 Tim. 4. 15, 
the Law is perfe# converting the ſoul, Pſal, 
Ig. 7. the Goſpel is the power of God zo fab 
vatio to the believer, Rom. 1. 16. and for 
the Qnbeliever who accounts it fooliſhneſs 
and weakneſs, the Apoſtle xſſares us that 
the foaliſhneſs of God is wiſer than men, and 
the nike of God is ſtronger than men, 
1 Cor. 1.25; {0 much wiſer as to 'Out-rea- 
fon their carnal Underftanding, and*fſo 
much ſtronger as to out-wreſtle their car- 
pal Wills and Aﬀections. , The Goſpel 'tis 
Miniſterium Spirits , the oY gr" of 
the Spirit, 2 Cor. 3.8. the Golden Pipe, 
through which the Oil of Grace is empti- 
ed out into mens Hearts, and the great 
Organ, through which the holy Ghoſt 
breathes ſpiritual Life into them 3 'tis the 
feed of the new creature, we are begotten ro 
the 
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the word of truth, Jam.1.18. born again not 
of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by 
the word of God which liveth and abiteth 
for ever, P#t.1,23, 'tis #he white horſe wpoh 
which Chrift rides conquering and to con- 
quer, Rev.'6. 2. 'Converlion-is a Conqueſt 
over the Minds and Wilisof Men, and for 
the obtaining thereof, Chriſt rides WT 
xpon the word of truth, Pſal. 45.5. and be- 
cauſe there be high things and ſtrong holds 
in mens Hearts, the Word'isas a. mighty 
Engine in his hands” to' caſt down 4 
oo and holtls and taptivate every thou 

to himſelf; '2 0or.10.4,5, The Apoſtle tak- 
ing notice of the work-of Fajzth, labour of 
Love andpatience of 'Hope ta the TheC 
falonians, T'Tþ2f. 1. 4: gives 'us a clegr ac 
count whence thoſe choice Graces catne, 
the fontal Cauſe of them was EleFion,Ver. 
4. and the inſtrumental the Goſpel, Ver, 5. 
For (faith he ) our Goſpel came nnto you not 
in word only, but in power and in the holy 
Ghoſt, and in much aſſuyance.'In a word: 
All rhe Current of Scripture ſeals up this 
Truth. 

2. Sncceflive Experience ſhews it. St. 
Peter at once caught 3000.Souls in the Net 
of the Goſpel, A&s 2.41. St. Paxl cameto 
the Romans 4+ TAngoud!: Soyias, in the 


fulneſ(s 
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fulneſs of the evangelical bleſſing, Rom. 15; 
29. the Corinthians were his ſexl, 1 Cor. 9. 
2. and the Theſlaltonjans bis joy and crown, 
L. Theſſ. 2, 19. In all Ages of the: Church, 
God's Minilters have had a proof of Chriſt 
ſpeaking in them, and God's People have 
felt the Word to be Spirit and Life to 
them; in all places where God's Name 
bath been recorded, his bleſling hath been 
affordeds where the Seed of the Word 
hath been ſown; new Creatures more or 
leſs have ſprung up out of it. ' Were there 
a general Aſſembly of the Firſt-born, what 
ſtorjes would they tell us about the power 
of the Word? One would fay, Hell flath- 
edin my face out of ſuch-a_ Threatning 3 
another, Heaven opened to, me in ſuch a 
Promiſe z a third, the Beduty of Holineſs 
appeared to me in ſuch a Precept :. every 
one in the Language of his owa Expert 
ence would ſpeak forth the wonders of the 
Word. How many have been forced by 
the power of it to fall down, and wor- 
ſhip, and ſay, God is in it of a truth 2 How 
many have experimentally felt it, pounng 
out their darling Lu(t,plucking again gn 
again at the Iron-ſinew 1a their Wills, lift» 
ing and thruſting hard at the World in 
theirHearts,and at Jaſt carrying away : ny 
ouls 
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Souls in a fiery .Chariot of holy Aﬀectt- 
ons towards God in Chriſt > The common 
ſenſe of Chriſtians bears witneſs to the 
Efhcacy of it. | .. "231 83> 
3. The Analogy between the Principles 
of the new Creature and the Properties of 
the Word inducesit. Jf we compare the 
Underſtanding of the new Creature with 
the Word ; there isa Principle of excelent 
knowledge,and here js the word of truth, Eph. 
1.13. there is a lively and ſpiritual Know- 
ledg, and here are lively oracles, AF.7. 38: 
md words which are ſpirit and life, Joh. 6. 
63. there is a near and intimate knowledg, 
and here is a word quick and powerful, pier- 
cing into the very ſoul and ſpirit, Heb. 4.12; 
there is a divine Faith ot perſwaſion, and 
here are faithful ſayings worthy of all accep- 
tation, 1 Tim. 4.9. there is a clear Viſion, 
an open-fac'd Knowledge, and here is a 
clear Revelation, 4 pure g/aſs refleting the 
Glory of God upon the heart, 2 Cor.3.18: 
there 1s a practical Knowledge, and here 
is a doFrine according to god I Tim.6; 
3. Again, if we compare the Will of the 
new Creature with the Word; there are 
holy Deſires breathing aſter, and holy Re: 
ſolutions fixing upon God as the ultimate 
End, and here are the goads and the nails , 
Ee Etch; 


418 Of the Work, of Converſion. 


Feel. 12.11. which ſtir up thoſe Deſires, 
and faſten thoſe Reſolutions 1n the Heart 5; 
there is Freedom indeed, ſpiritual Liber- 
ty in the ways of God, and here is free- 
making truth, Joh.8.32. and a law of liber- 
ty, Jam. 1.25. there is a fiducial and com- 
placential reſt in God, and here are ady0! 
Tice, words of faith to lean npon, 1 Tim, 
4-6. and (97 1127 words of delight to take 
pleaſure in, Feeleſ. 12.10. there is a cloſing 
with Chriſt in all his Offices, as Prophet, 
Prieſt and King, and here is this Prophet 
{peaking to us, this Prieſt dying and as it 
were crucified before our eyes, & this King 
upon his Throne with a Sceptre of Righte- 
ouſne(s in his hand; there is a ſorrow tor, 
hatred of Sin,and here 1s that which pricks 
1s at the heart, and (hews us Sin as an abo- 
minable thing. If we compare the Aﬀe- 
tions of the new Creatuxe with the 
Word; there is a reduction of the Aﬀe- 
(tions unto Reaſon, and here is Reaſon in 
Its height and pureneſs 3; there the World 
hath but a very low place, and here it hath 
but avery mean character ; there the At- 
fetions are inflamed towards God, and 
here's the holyFire which makes our hearts 
burn within us towards him. Every way 
there 15a wondertul Analogy between the 

| Principles 
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Principles of the New Creature and the 
Properties of the Word, which plainly 
ſpeaks forth the aptneſs and congruity 
of the Word to be a Means or Inſtrument 
of Converfioti. 

2. How far or in what ſence may the 
Word be called a Means or Inſtrument 
thereof? In anſwer whereunto I ſhall firſt 
lay down two things as common Conce(- 
ſions, and then come to the main Qwere, 

The two Concefltons are theſe. 

1. That the Word is a Means or Inſtru- 
ment of the Preparatives to Converſion 
'tis 4s 4 fire and 2 hammer, Fer.23.29. When 
the holy Ghoſt blows: in this Fire uport 
the Conſcience, every Sin looks like a 
Spark of Hell ; when the Almighty Atms 
ſet home this hammer, it breaks the rocky 
Heart all to pteces. No ſooner doth the 
Commandment come home to the Heart, 
but fin revives and the ſinner dies, Rom, 7. 
9. the Sin, which before lay as dead in 
the ſleepy Conſcience, now lives and 
gnaws upon the Heart, as if the never- 
dying Worm were there; the (inner,who 
before was alive in his own Selt-righteouſ- 
neſs and Self-ſufficiency , iow is a dead 
man, one who hath the ſentence of death in 
himſelf, and feels as it were the pangs of 
Hell in Conſcience: EegSs $5: 
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2. That the Word isa Means or Inſtru- 
ment to reduce the Principles of Grace in- 
to actual Converſion. When God ſtirs 
up and flutters over the Neſt of gracious 
Principles, *tis by the wings of the Spirit 
and Word ; when the Spices of the Gar- 
den flow out, 'tis from the North and South 
wind, the Spirit blowing in Threatnings or 
Promiſes. That which makes the Roots 
of Graces caſt forth themſelves into Ads, 
15 the Dew of auxiliary Grace, and that 
Dew falls with the Manna of the Word, 
That Grace with our Spirit, which ſtirs up 
the Principles of Grace into exerciſe, comes 
in the clothing or inveſtiture of ſome holy 
Truth or other, Hence the Apoſtle counts 
it one of his Maſter-pieces, 3 yegav, to ſtir 
up pure minds by his Epiſtles,2 Pet.3.1. 

Theſe two Concethons being laid 
down,the main 2xere is touching the pro- 
duction of gracious Principles, Whether 
as to that, the Word may not be an Iaſtru- 
ment in God's Hand 2 Many learned Di- 
vines ſpeak of the Word as operating only 
morally and objectively. Mr. Pemble di- 
ſtinguiſhes thus 3 Inſtruments are either 
cooperative or paſhive, and the Word 
mult be one of the two 3 cooperative it - 


is not, moving or working on the Soul by 
any 
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any inward force of it ſelf, it is therefore 
in it ſelf a paflive inſtrument working on- 
ly per modum objeti; now no Object what- 
foever hath any power per ſe to work any 
thing on the Organ, but 1s only an oc- 
calion of working, And a little after, he 
ſaith thus, I cannot better expreſs the man- 
ner how the holy Ghoſt uſeth the Word 
in the work of Sandification, than by a 
fimilitude 3 Chriſt meeting a dead Coarſe 
in the City of Neiz, touches the Bier and 
utters theſe words, Toung man; T1 ſay wnto 
thee, ariſe ; but could thete words do any 
thing to raiſe him? No, 'twas Chriſt's in- 
viſible power that quickned the dead, not 
his words which only declared what he 
meant to do by his power : So in this mat- 
ter of Converſion, Chriſt bids us believe 
and repent, but theſe Commands work 
nothing of themſelves, but take effect by 
the only power of God working upon 
the Heart. Thus that learned man. But 
methinks this is too low 3 the Word of it 
ſelf operates morally and objectively, and 
ſhall it do no more as clothed and accom- 
panied by the holy Spirit ? Surely the Scri- 
pture-ſtrains touching the Words Efficacy 
are (ſo high,that it cannot be mudum ſignum, 
no, not as to the production of gracious 

EE 3 Principles z 
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Principles; St. James is expres, of his own 
will begat he us, My aMwbdo, with the word 
of truth, Jam. 1.18. and St. Paul is more 
emphatical 5 Ir Chriſt Jeſus T have begot- 
tex you Nx Ts dbaſe? is, by or through the 
Goſpel, 1 Cor.4.15. *tis not #7 T9 balytAicy, 
according to the Goſpel, but 3% Ts Laſyt- 
As, by or through the Goſpel, as pointing 
out the Inſtrumentality of it in the Gene+ 
ration of the new Creature, And St. Peter 
1s yet in a higher ſtrain ; We are borz again 
wot of corruptible feed but of incorruptible, 
owe Ad ys, by the word of God which liveth and 
abideth for ever, 1 Pet.1.23. where, beſides 
the emphatical 3, the Word is ſtiled no 
leſs than the incorruptible Seed 3 not on- 
ly a Sampler externally ſhewing the f1- 
gures and lineaments of the new Creature, 
but 4 ſeed too ſpringing up into, and for 
ever living im the new Creature. Faith 
( which is the new Creatures Head ) 1s 
it axons, by or out of hearing the word, Rom. 
10.17. and fo are all thoſe ſanifying Gra- 
ces, Which as it were make up the new 
Creatures Body : For thus our Saviour 
prays 3' Sandifie them through thy truth, thy 
word is truth, Joh. 17.17.and thus he prattt- 
ſes too,he ſantlifies & cleanſes bisChurch by 
the word,Fpb.5.26. Surcly thoſe Scriptures 
cole OMe which 
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which are able orqioni, to make wiſe to ſal- 
vation, 2 Tim. 3.15. muſt do ſomewhat as 
to- the Principles of Knowledge in the 
Underſtanding 3 that Law , which is 
FI'V? converting or reſtoring the ſoul, Pſal. 
19.7. muſt do ſomewhat as to the Princi- 
ples of Grace in the Will; that Word, 
which is va uv@- wont, able 30 ſave 'the 

foul, Jam. 1.21. mult alſo beable to fancti- 
he it, becauſe without holineſs there is 
no ſeeing of God ; that Dodrine, which 
is Uyalvsor Afxouahia, healing doGrine ; 
I Tim.1.10; muſt operate ſomewhat as to 
the Principles of Grace which heal: the 
deadly wound of Original Corruption; 

The converted Corinthians were Chrift's 
Epiitle, and the Apoſile's too, written by the 
holy Spirit, and miniftred by the Apoitls 
alſo, 2 Cor. 3. 2, 3. The Apoltle's weapons 
were mighty through God to captivate e» 
very thought to Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10.4.5. which 
could not be if they were not alſa mighty 
through God to ſet up Chrilt's Throne 1n 
the heart. Theſe Scriptures canſtrain 
me to believe, that the Word doth ape» 
rate in the production of gracious Prin» 
ciples, only not as it is alone or ſeparate 
from the holy Spirit, for ſo it operates on- 
ly morally and objectively ; but as it 1s 

Ec 4 clothed 
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clothed in the power and virtue of the 
Spirit, for ſo it becomes ſpirit and life to 
the Soul, As for the Similitude uſed by 
Mr. Pemble, | conceive. that the railing of 
the young man from a natural Death, and 
the raiſing of a finnexr from a ſpiritual 
Death are not every way parallel ; For in 
that there was no capacity at all in the na- 
turally dead to receive the wordsof Chrilt, 
1 this there is a paſhiye capacity in the 


ſpiritually. dead to take in the Word of _ 


God as from a divine Impreſſion 3; in that 
the words of Chriſt entred not at all into 
the naturallydead,in this theWord of God 
enters into the ſpiritually dead, even in- 
timately into his very heart; in that the 
words of Chriſt were tranſient and paſled 
away, inthis the Word of God though it 
may paſs away as to its ſounds and ſylla- 
bles,: yet as to its ſubſtance it lives and a- 
bides for ever in the new Creature : 
Wherefore (theſe differences conſidered) 
] conclude, That Chriſt's words were only 
declarative in that ReſurreQion,but God's 
Word is operative alſoin this. The man- 
ner how God works gracious Principles 
in and by his Word asan Inſtrument, is a 
Secret which I dare not pry into only for 
a little more ilJuſtration of the Words Et- 
50h ticacy 


oe lt 
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ficacy in the production of gracious Prin- 
ciples, there are two. Inſtants or Moments 
to be diſtin&tly conſidered, 

1. The firſt Inſtant or Moment is that 
wherein there is a cloſe Application and 
intimate Inning of the Word in the Heart ; 
in common Auditors the Word 1s upon 
the Heart, but here it is in it 3 in tempo- 
rary Believers the Word is in ſome degree 
jon the heart, bur here it is 10 it intimately. 
This cloſe Application is excellently fer 
out in Scripture 3 'tis 2 ail faſtned, Ecclef. 
12.11, 'tis a word engrafied, Jam.1.21. 'tis 
inſirudion ſealed, Job 33.16. 'tis the Law 
put and written in the heart, Heb. 8. 1o.,'tis 
wiſdom entring into the beart, Prov. 2. 10. 
'tis the Apoſtles ©or9%5, or entrance into his 


* auditors, 1 Theſſ. 2.1. 'tis the word having 


place in ns, Job.8.37. and ſuch aplace as fo 
root in our hearts 3 thus Job ſays of him- 
ſelf 137 UW the root of the word is found in 
me, Job 19.28. and this Root is ſuch as will 
abide in us and become the incorruptible 
feed of the new Creature. This cloſe Ap- 
plication is a glorious work of God, and 
the Word isnot altogether paſiive there- 
in, but in the hand of the Spirit 'tis quick 
and powerful, as a (harp Sword piercing and 
cutting its way into the heart, Heb, 4.1 . 
an 
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and as a mighty Engine caſting down ima- 

tioas and high things there, 2 Cor. 10. 
5.that it ſelf may have a place and Thrage 
In the ſame. 

2. The ſecond Inftant or Moment is 
that wherein God in and by the Word, 
ſointimately inned in the Heart,doth pro- 
duce the Principles of Grace there; in the 
firſt Moment the indwelling Word makes 
the Heart a ſpiritual Bethlehem, a Houſe of 
Bread, in the ſecond Chriſt is ſpiritually 
born there 3 in the firſt Moment the incor- 
ruptible Seed is ſown in the Heart, in the 
ſecand it ſprings up into a new Creature, 
The Scripture ſeems to me to hold out 
this Method yery clearly, the engrafted 
word js able to ſave the foul, Jam, 1.21. the 
Word faves the Soul, but not merely as 
outwardly expreſſed, but as inwardly en- 
grafted. Faith comes by hearing the word, 
Kome. 10.17. but is that a mere outward 
hearing? No ſurely, there is 4 hearizg of 
the =_— and jo a coming to Chri "i: » Joh. F4 
45- There is the powerful and intimate 
demonſtration of the Spirit, and ſo faith 
ſtands in the power of God, 1 Cor. 2: 4, 5+. 
that is to ſay, in that power of God(which 
intimately demonſtrates and cloſely ap- 
pleecks Word unto the Heart) as jts true 
Cauſe 


Of the Work of Converſcor. 423 


Cauſe and Foundation. When the Apo+« 
ſtle ſpeaks of the Theflalonians Faith and 
Love. 1 Thefſ.1.3. he there opens the cauſes 
thereof, vis. the fontal Cauſe Gad's Ele» 
G10n, Ver. 4. and the inſtrumental Cauſe 
the Goſpel, Ver. 5. but how could the 
Goſpel be an Inſtrument 2? The Apoſtle 
tells us, that it came to them ot in word 
only, but in yower and in the holy Ghoſs 31k 
was ſtrongly and ſweetly ſet home upon 
the Heart, and from that Impreſs came 
Faith and Love. The Wiſe Man would 
have the Word kept in the. midſt of the 
beart, and his Reaſon is, becaule it is life, 
Prov. 421,22. The Wordin the Ear on- 
ly is but a tranfient Sound, but the Word 
in the midſt of the Heart is Spirit and 
Life. Job proves the truth of his Grace 
thus, The root of the word is in me, Job 
19.28. The Word as ſhining on the Head 
lights up Notions, but as rooted in the 
Heart ſprings up in Graces, St, Joby tells 
the Young Men that they are ſireng.and for 
a Reaſon adds this, rhe word of God abides 
in them, 1 Job. 2. 14. St. Paul fir{t ſpeaks 
of his <or3ts, or entrance into his audi» 
tors, and then of their turn to the living 
aud true God, 1 Theſſ. 1.9. The entrance of 
the word into the Underſtanding giveth 
light, 
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light, Pſal. 119. 130. and when it paſſeth 
from the Underſtanding to the Will, 'tis 
ſpiritually a word wpon the wheels, and in- 
wardly becomes free-making truth, Joh. 8, 
32. ennobling the Will with true Liberty 
in the ways of God. Fpaphras was in an 
Agony of Prayer for the Coloffians, that 
they might be filled in all the will of God, 
Co1.4.12. the more filling with God's Will, 
the more true Liberty in ours. St. Peter 
clearly aſferts, that we are born again of 
the incorruptible ſeed of the word, 1 Pet. 1. 
23. In which words his plain meaning is, 
that the Word being intimately ſown in 
the Heart, doth Ainder the warming in- 
fluences of theHoly Spirit ſpring up into 
the new Creature; and to make this the 
plainer, h#adds, that the word lives and 
«bides for fves, ſpeaking (asItakeit) not 
of the Wpbrds living and abiding in it ſelf, 


but of it living and abiding in the new 


Creaturt : As it is with natural Seed or 
Grain ſown, the Husk or outward part 
paſſes away, but the lively or ſubſtantial 
part ſprings up into the Stalk, Blade and 
Far; ſoit is with the Seed of the Word, 
the letters and ſyllables, the noiſe and 
found of words paſs away, but the lively 
and ſubſtantial Truth ſprings up iatg the 


new 


_—— I EE 


Of the Work. of Converſion, 429 ' 
new Creature, and in it lives and abides 
for ever, God made two great Promiſes 
of Regeneration, the one, That Le would 
write the Law in the heart, and the other, 
That he would give a new heart, and the lat- 
ter he fulfils by the former. 

In theſe two Inſtants, diſtinguiſhable at 
leaſt in Nature, doth God by his Word 
bring forth the Principles of Grace. Now 
here I would conclude this point, but that 
I am obviated by two Objections. 

The one abſolutely againſt the Words 
Inſtrumentality. 

The other againſt the Method propoſed 
inthe two Inſtants. | 

1. ObjeF. That againſt the Words In- 
ſtrumentality is this z The Produttion of 
gracious Principles is a Creation, and in 
Creation there can be no Inſtrument at all, 
and therefore the Word cannot be an In- 
{trument in that Production. 

In anſwer to which Objeftion founded 
on Philoſophical Principles, I think it 
were enough to ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Thy 
teſtimonies are wonderful, Pal. 119. 129. 
or with the convicted man, God is in it of a 
truth, Cor.14.25. or with the Apoltle,7he 
fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than men, and the 
weakneſs of God is ſtronger than men, Cor. 
1.25: 
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1.25. ,The Scriptures aſſerting this Inſtru- 
mentality, what if this Philotophical Ob- 
jetion could not be anſwered, muſt there- 
fore the holy Oracle be rejefted > What 
if Reaſon cannot comprehend it , muſt 
therefore Faith renounce it 2 How much 
better is that old GloG, Taceat Mulier in 
Eccleſia,Let Reaſon be filent in the Church, 
But for ſome ſatisfaQion, I ſhall offer fout 
things to your confidetation, 

1. Conlider who is the principal Agent, 
Who but the Alniighty ? and if he will 
eppear in the word (as the Expreſſion is, 
AT; 26.16.) What may not be done by it ? 
The Apoſtle was but 2x edrthet veſſel, yer 4 
Miniiter of the quickning Spirit, becauſe 
God i«diwrr', made him Jofficient tobe ſuch 
« one, 2 Cor. 3.6. If he make the Word ſut- 
ficient to regenerate, who can gainlay it ? 

2. Conſider what the Inſtrument 15, 'tis 
the Word of God ; the two grand Truths 
therein. are the Law and Goſpel, and what 
are theſe 1n their eternal 7dea? The Law is 
an 4T&w&«oux or eternal Off-ſhining from 
the divine Will as Righteous, and the Goſ- 
pel is an «T&W3eco/ue or eternal Off-thining 
from the divine Will as gracious,and what 
are they in their external Revelation? The 
Scripture is Irdn14556, breathed ont from the 

very 
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very mind and heart of God, and therefore 
cannot be leſs than a lively Picture or - 
mage of the divine Will :- Whereforethar 
ſuch a Word, as is the Image of the divine 
Will, ſhould inftrumentally produce the 
new Creature, which ts the Image of the 
divine Nature.ſeems to me rather congru- 
ous than impoflible, 

3. Conlider what the Principles of 
Grace are, they are not Subſtances, bur 
Accidents, depending upon their Subje&t 
in eſſe &- operari; and 'may more proper- 
ly be ſaid to be increated than created 3 
now if there could be no Inftrument in 
the Creation of Subſtances, yet'why may, 
not there be one in the [ncreation of Ac- 
cidents ? 

4. Conſider what a kind of Creation 
the production of gracious Principles is: 
Is itevery way pare Creation? How then 
is it Generation ? how ReſurreQion ? 
Pure Creation can be neither of theſe : 
You'l ſay, 'tis Generation and ReſarteCti- 
on but meraphorically only; very wells 
if it be but ſo, the Metaphor muſt be 
founded on ſome true likeneſs or analogy 
between theſe and the produQtion of gra- 
cious Principles, which is altogether un- 
imaginable in a pure Creation, It _ 
there- 
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therefore that the produdtion of gracious . 
En is (tiled all theſe 1jn Scripture, 
y to import the excellency of the 
nn ſuch as cannot be fully expreſſed by 
any fiogle one of theſe, 6 partly to hint out 
the nature of the work; ſuch as hath in it 
ſomewhat analogous to every one of theſe: 
Wherefore take it to be thus,'tis a Creati- 
on, becauſe a real production of gracious 
Principles by Almighty Power, tis a Gene- 
ration,becauſe of the immortal Seed of the 
Word, and 'tis a ReſurreQion, becaule a 
man ſpiritually dead is raiſed upto divine 
life: Now if there could be no Inſtru- 
"ment in a pure Creation, yet may there 
-be one in the production of gracious Prin- 
ciples, becauſc that is not purely Creation, 
though there be a creating power put forth 
therein, 
2. ObjeF, The other Objettion is a- 
ainſt the Method propoſed in the two In- 
nts, viz. That firſt in Nature the Word 
is put into the Hexrt, and then the Prin- 
ciples of Grace are produced , which is 
contrary to that, the natural man receives 
mot the things of God, 1 Cor.2,14. and con- 
trary to that, the word did not profit then 
not being mixed with faith, Heb. 4.2. and 
alſo contrary to the ſcope of that Parable, 
where 
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where the Seed of the Word only frutti- 
fies in a good and honeft heart, Luk. 8. 15- 
for according to the Method of the two 
Inſtants,the Natural man doth receive the 
things of God, the Word doth protit bc- 
fore it is mixed with Faith, and the Seed 
doth fructite in a Heart not good or ho- 
neſt, 

In anſwer whereunto, I conceive that 
the Method propoſed in the , two Inltants 
doth not contradict any of theſe Scrip- 
tures, As for the firſt place, The natural 
man receives not the things of God, Tan- 
ſwer that the Things or Truths of God 
may be received in the Heart two ways 
either paliively by way of Impreſtion from 
the holy Spirit, or actually by way of a- 
tual diſcerning them in the Underſtan- 
ding.and embracing them in the Will: the 
former is a reception of them according to 
the obediential Capacity of the Heart, 
the latter a reception of then according to 
the ſpiritual Faculty thereof : the former 
doth at lealt in Nature go before the Prin- 
ciples of Grace, in order to their Produdti- 
onthe latter doth follow after the Princt- 
ples of Grace,as the fruit thereof. The for- 
mer is that which is done in the firſt Inſtant 
abovementioned, the latter is4hat which 1s 
Ft ' tpoken 
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ſpoken of by the Apoſtle in the Text a- 
bovenamed ; for there he faith, that the 
natural man receiveth not the things of God, 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned, where evidently he 
{peaks of ſuch a receiving as is an actual 
knowing and ſpiritual diſcerning of the 
things of God : Wherefore according to 
the Apoſtle , this active receiving doth 
preſuppoſe the Principles of Grace alrea- 
dy in Being 3 but the other paſhve re- 
ceiving (ot which the Apoſtle there ſpeaks 
not.) doth only preſuppoſe an obedienti- 
al Capacity 1n the Soul. There isa double 
obediential Capacity in the Soul to re- 
ccive the Truths of God as by way of 
Impreſhon 3 the ultimate and radical Ca- 
pacity is the Rationality of the Soul, and 
the next and immediate Capacity its that 
Softneſs of Heart which 1s wrought in the 
preparatory work of Converlion. The 
Soul as rational is capable to receive an 
1mpreſiion of Truths from God, and as 
ſottned it 15 yet further diſpoſed thereun- 
to. This is that obediential Capacity 
which 15 required 1n the Method of the 
two Inſtants,and which the Apotle in that 
ptace doth not ſo much as touch upon. 

As tor the ſecond place,the word did not 


profit 
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profit them, not being mixed with faith; [ 
anſwer, that the Word may be conſidered 
under a double Notion, either as it 1s 0- 
perative of Faith, or as it 1s promiſhve 
of Reſt to Believers : Take it as operative 
of Faith. and fo ir profits not being mix- 
ed with Faith, otherwiſe faith could not 
come by hearing,as the Apoſtle afferts, Rom: 
10.17. but take it as promifhive of Reſf 
ro Believers, and fo it doth not profit not 
being mixed with Faith; that 1s, Faith 
C which is the Condition of the Promiſe 
not being performed , the eternal Reſt 
(which is the thing promiſed ) cannot be- 
long to them : and this 15: clearly the A- 
poltle's meaning; for having ſpoken of 4 
promiſe of reſt, Heb. 4. Ver. 1. he adds Ver. 
2. the word { that is, rhe Promiſe of Reſt 
{[poken of before ) did not profit them mot 
being mixed with faith , that 1s, the pro- 
miſed Reſt was of no ctte&t to them be- 
cauſe they were Unbelievers; and m this 
fence the words no way oppoſe the Me- 
thod in the two Inſtants. 

As for the Parable where it 1s faid that 
the Seed of the Word truQifies 72 the good 
and honeſt heart, I anſwer, that the Seed of 
the Word may be faid to fructifte rwo 
ways,cither internalty nrche productionwof 
53S 1award 
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inward Graces,or externally in the produ- 
Qion of outward good Works:Now our Sa- 
viours{copein thisparable,at lea(t in the lat» 
ter part thereof,touching the goodGround, 
was to ſhew how the Word did frutifie in 
the production of outward good Works 
this1s clear, becauſe it 1s ſuch a fruftification 
as preſuppoſesa good &honelſt heart:ſo that 
our Saviour doth not here deny theWords 
frudtification in the production of Graces, 
but aflert the Words fructification in the 
production of good works. Nay, in the 
former part of the Parable touching the 
three ſorts of badGround,laying down the 
impediments of the Words fructification, 
and thoſe impediments being in themſelves 
impediments to all kind of tructification,as 
well that which 1s in the Produttion of 
Graces, as that which is in the produdti- 
on of good Works ; heſeems by way of 
implication to hint out the Words fru- 
Gihcation in the production of Graces, aC- 
cording to the Method of the two Inſtantss 
for he Pith, that the word did not frud:fie 
in the ſtony ground,becauſe they had no root, 
Ink.8.13. intimating that the Word muſt 
firſt root, before it can fructifie at all : So 
that if we might gather out of this Para- 
ble'the whole Mcthod of the Words fru- 
Ctification, 
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Aifhcation, it ſeems to be thus ; firſt, the 
Word muſt be notionally underſtood , 
which was wanting in him by the way-ſidez 
then it muſt be inwardly rooted, which 
was wanting in the ſtony Ground ; then 
it muſt caſt the choaking World out of 
the heart, which was wanting in the thor- 
ny Ground;then it makes the Heart a good 
and honeſt Heart ; and laſtly,it makes that 
good and honeſt Heart fructifie in all out- 
ward good Works : Wherefore this Pa- 
rable 15 fo far from contradicting, that it 
ſeems rather to illuſtrat= the Method pro- 
poſed in the two Inſtants aboveſaid. 

Having paſled the firſt &ere, I procede 
to the ſecond, 

2. Quere, Whether the Will of Man be 
converted by the Intervention of the en- 
lightned Underſtanding ? 

In anſwer to which I ſhall lay down two 
Poſitions, 

1. That the Will of Man doth infallibly 
and neceſſarily follow the praftical Un- 
derſtanding. 

2. Thatthe Will of Man doth ſoa the 
matter of Converſion. 

But that there may be a clear Foundati- 
on, I ſhall firſt lay down ſome differences 
between theoretical Knowledg and pratti- 
Ff 3 cal 
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cal as to the Truths & Things of God. And 
1. Theſe differ S»bje@Five ; not as if 
theſe were not both in the ſame Under- 
ſtanding, but. that their way of inheſion 
there 1s different. Theoretical Knowledge 
15 in the Underſtanding but ſuperticially, a 
flaſh and away, a /ight taſte, ſuch as was 
in thoſe Apoſtates,Heb.6.5.4 word ſown but 
worootea, uch as that in the ſtony ground, 
HMatth. 13.21. but practical Knowledge is 
deeply radicated jn the Underſtanding z 
#5 truth in the hidden parts,wiſdom entring 
into the ſoul, and a word ſinking down into 
the heart, and ( which is a ſecond diffe- 
rence ſpringing out of the former ) theo- 
retical Knowledg, being but ſuperficial, 
hath much of doubtings and fluctuations 3; 
it (ſecs and ſecs not, it 1s a dark and half 
viſion, a perſwaſton 2» oMiyw, in a little, as 
the expreſſion 1s, Ads 26.28. but prattical 
Knowledge being deeply radicated hath 
much ot certainty and affurance in it ; 'tis 
inſtrudion ſealed, a viſion unveiled and with 
open face: a man need not ſay, Who ſhall 
aſcend into heaven ? or who ſhall dejcend 
into the deep? the word is in the heart in 
ſuch a ſcnlible Preſentiality as makes a 
thorough perſwaſion of the truth thereof. 
2. Thcle diticr 0Ljedive. Theoretical 
| Know- 
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Knowledge repreſents things as good or 
evil only in the general , but practical 
Knowledge repreſents this or that as good 
or evil in its individuality and as cloathed 
with all its circumſtances. In Herod's the- 
oretical Knowledge 'twas evil to kill Johx 
Baptiſt,but in hiypractical Judgment,with 
the circumſtance of his Oath, 'twas good 
in his eyes to do fo. The theoretical Know- 
ledge in the ſtony Ground pronounces the 
Word to be good, but the practical Judg- 
ment ſentences it evil with Perſecution, 
But to carry on the Uifference a little fur- 
ther: Theoretical Knowledge,repreſenting 
things as good or evil only in the general, 
ſpeaks little or nothing to Practice , but 
practical Knowledge repreſenting this or 
that as good or evil in its individual cir- 
cumſtances ſpeaks abſulutely and, with a 
kind of Authority 5 this muſt be done, and 
that muſt not be done: When it ſays, This 
muſt be done, it is promotive of the du- 
ty 3 They that know thy name will truſt 
in thee, Pſal. 9.10. and by the ſame Rea» 
ſon will do other duties requued by thee : 
When it ſays, That muſt not be done, it 1s 
preventive of Sinz If they had known it, 
they would not have crucified the, Lord of 
Glory, 1 Cor.2.8, that is, a practical Knows 
Ft, ledge 
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ledge would effectually have impeded 
that ſin,and by the ſame reaſon will it im- 
pede other ſins: ; both ways it hath a great 
influence into Practice. 

3. Theſe differ eſſentially. Theoreti- 
cal Knowledge 15 in ſome ſence but know- 
ledge falſiy ſo called, becaule it knows not 
the things of God as they are propoſed to 
be known ; thoſe things are propoſed to 
be known not as mere Notions. but as 
practical things, to be above all other 
things choſen, loved, embraced and praCti- 
ſed : Wherefore a theoretical Knowledg, 
knowing them notionally only, even whi- 
leſt it is materially true, hath a ſecret lye 
init, becauſe it judges of them theoreti- 
cally only, of which it ſkould judge pra- 
Ctically. Thus the Apoltle, He that ſaith 
Thnow him, and keepeth not his command- 
ments is 4 har and the truth is not in him, 

1 Joh. 2. 4. notin him as it ſhould be ; for 
in the midſt of all his putting Knowledge, 
he knowcth nag as be ought to know, 
1 Cor. 2.2. becauſe not ys a practical way 5 
Put practical tnowledge 1s a true Know- 
zjedg ntknows ihic thi _ of God as they are 
propoſed t: to be known, that 1s, not as mere 
Notions, but as things to be practically 
juproved in heart and life 3 it knows 
them 
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them as it ought to know them. And out 
of this difference ariſes a ſecond : Theore« 
tical Knowledge being but a falſe Know« 
ledge is but a weak and dead thing;able to 
put forth no vital or ſpiritual Action: Jult as 
a flaſh of Lightning 1n the night, it makes 
all the way plain, but before one [tep can 
be taken, all is in darkneſs 3 ſuch a vaniſh- 
ing vapour is mere Notion, which putts 
the Head but penetrates not into the 
Heart. But practical Knowledge, being a 
true Knowledge, hath ſtrength and life in 
it, it puts forth vital and ſpiritual Actions. 
Hence our Saviour calls it no leſs than eter- 
al life, Joh. 17. 3. it forges out the blood 
and vital Spirits of the new Creature, 
ſtrengthens him with ſpiritual Bones and 
Sinews, and ſets him in Motion towards 
the Crown of Life 1n Heaven. 

Theſe differences premiſed, I procede 
to prove the two Poſitions laid down. 

1, The firſt was this, That Man's Will 
doth infallibly and neceſlarily follow the 
practical Underſtanding, and this I ſhall 
endeavour to make out, 

1. From God's Ordination , in which 
there are two things to be conlidered. 

1, God never made the Will of Manto 
ſtand alone, 

2, God 
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2. God never made it togoalone:both 
which may yet be,if it follow not the pra- 
ical Underſtanding. 

1. God never made the Will of Man to 
ſtand alone, but he would have it depend 
npon the Underſtanding : As he made the 
Senſitive Appetite to depend upon the 
Senſes, ſo he made the Will to depend 
upon the Underſtanding. Hence theWill, 
which is in it ſelf but ceca Potentia, a blind 

Power, in its dependance is 
dr. _ Lie Tl: Gorfig parc h5YSA rational Ap» 
a petite, If the Will do not 
depend upon the Underſtanding, where 
doth it ſtand but upon the Baſe of its 
own Independency? You'l ſay, No, not 
ſo.for {till it is under the guidance of Pro- 
vidence. I anſwer, That Providence, 
which rules all things ina ſweet Congrui- 
ty to their Natures, rules the Will, not as 
a Brute but as a rational Appetite 3 ahd 
how that can be without its dependance 
on the Underſtanding I know not. 

2. God never made it togo alone 3 'tis 
in it ſclf but a blind Power, and God never 
made the blind to goalone. Even 1n Brutes 
there 1s Senſe to light the appetite, much 
more in Man Underſtanding to light the 
Will, Hence the Underſtanding 15 wh” 

| E 
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ed T9 14paony, the leading or ruling Fa- 
culty, and lucerna Domini, the candle of 
the Lord, Prov.20.27. Without it the Will 
is all in the dark. If the Will can go a- 
lone in any Acts, ſurely it muſt bein Ads 
of Sin, which have much of darkneſs in 
them 3 but even there, whileſt the holy 
Law of God is violated, the Diftates of 
the corrupt Underſtanding are obſerved : 
If the Will can go alone in any Ads of Sin, 
ſurely it muſt be above all in ſuch Adsas 
are moſt againſt Knowledge 3 but even 
there, whileſt theoretical Knowledge is 
oppoſed, the practical Judgment is ful- 
filled. Hence ſuch preſumptuous ſinners 
as rebel againſt the light, are yet ſaid zo 
walk in their own counſels, Pſal. 81.12. be- 
cauſe they follow their practical Judge» 
ment 5 Fad to erre in their hearts, Pjal. 95. 
I0.becauſe that practical Judgment which 
they follow is corrupt and erroneous; and 
to make them Idols according to their own 
wnderſtanding, Hoſ.13.2. becauſe hr(t the 
Underſtanding — A the Idol, and then 
the Will falls down and worſhippeth. 

2. I argue from the Will it ſelf, which 
may be conlidered two ways, cither as1t 
1s1n it ſelf, or as it is in dependance upon - 
the Underſiandiog. 

I. As 
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1. As it is1n itſelf, and fo it is an Ap- 
petite z its Objedt is Good real or at leaſt 
apparant, (for malum, qua malum, non eft 
appetibile ) and that Good muſt be propo- 
ſed by the Underſtanding, for that is in- 
ftead of Eyes to the Will. Suppoſe then 
that the Underſtanding do ſhew forth to 
the Will ſuch a thing as good pro hic & 
runc, and that ſo good, that it is imme+ 
diately to be embraced, and cannot with- 
out a preſent evil be negle&ed, no not for 
a moment; if in this Caſe the Will may 
xefuſe this Object, it may appetere malume 
ſub ratione mali, that is, appetere non ap- 
petibile, and in ſo doing it may ceaſe to 
be, what it effentially is, an Appetite. 

2. As it is in dependance upon the Un- 
derſtanding, and fo it is a rationgl Appe- 
tite, and ( which reſults from thence ) it is 
a free Appetite ; the root of its Freedom 
Is in the Underſtanding. Why hath a 
Will a liberty of Spontaneity to ſome Ob- 
jets,but becauſe the Underſtanding repre- 
ſents them as go2d pro hic & nunc? Why a 
liberty of Contradiction to otherObjedts, 
but becauſe the Underſtanding looks on 
them as matters of little or no moment ? 
One would think fo odious and dereſta- 
ble a thing as Sin, could not be choſen by 
the 
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the Will; but the erring Underſtanding 
gilds and gloſles it over with a ſhew of 
Good, One would think, ſuch glorious 
and all-defirable Objects as are in the Goſ- 
pel could not be refuſed by the Will, but 
the blind Underſtanding fees little or no 
worth at all in them. Butnow if the pra- 
ical Judgment propoſe a thing as Good, 
and the Will reject it, *tis no longer a ra- 
tional Appetite but a Brute 3 neither is 
it any longer free, but cut off and i» ſtatue 
ſeparato from the Root and Fountain of its 
Libertyzneither is its ACt a freeAdq,but bel- 
luinus impetws,a brutilh violence, for it hath 
no Underſtariding at all at the root and 
bottom of it, no more that the Act of a 
Beaſt hath. 'What then ſhall we ſay 2 Can 
the Will ceaſe to be a rational and free 
Appetite ? Or may it be rational and free 
without an Underſtanding ? Neither of 
theſe can be: Wherefore it remains that 
it muſt follow the practical Judgment, and 
{o continue free and rational, 

Z. Iargue from the Efte&, which ſhews 
much of harmony between the Poſture of 
the Underſtanding and the Poſture of the 
Will. Is the Underſtanding determinate ? 
So is the Will : Hence if the Underſtand- 
ing repreſent a thing as good, the Will 
embraces 
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embraces it as ſuch, if as a greater good, 
it embraces it the more, if a3 a ſummunt 
bonum, 1t embraces it /ummo conatx. On 
the other hand, if the Underſtanding re- 
reſent a thing as evil,the Will ſtarts back 
Dow it 3 if as agreater evil, it flies yet 
further from it 3 if as malum maximun, it 
can never fly far enough from it.Is the Un- 
derſtanding pendulous? So isthe Will too: 
Hence if the Under(tanding repreſent a 
thing as a matter indifferent, having little 
or nothing of moment 1n 1t,one way or 0- 
ther, the Will doth not infallibly will it 
as it doth the good, nor nilLit as it doth 
the evil, but in a pendulous way it hangs 
off and plays on, becauſe the Underſtand- 
ing doth not pronounce it good or evil, 
but only indifferent. The Will obferves 
every motion. of the practical Judgment ; 
if that ſay, Yonder 1s ſuch a good , the 
Will cleaves to it as Ruth to Naomi ; if 
that ſay, There is ſuch an evil, the Will 
flies from it as Moſes from the Serpent ; if 
that ſay, Such a thing is indifferent, the 
Will ſtands as the King of Babylon, at the 
parting of the way, Ezek, 21.21. 1t may will 
or not will ; for there is an equilibrium in 
the Will anſwering the £qn11/brinm in the 


Underſtanding, 
4. I 
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4. I argue from the conſequent Abſur« 
dity : If the Will do not follow the pras 
ical Judgment, then although the pras 
&ical Judgment be never fo right, yet may 
the Wall tranſgreſs, and by conſequence a 
man may bea l{1nner and no fool, which is 
impoſible. In Scripture Sin is NUT ax 
aberration , Iſai. 5.18. «pagia, a miſſung 
of the mark, 1 Joh. 3. 4. «yidnfe, ax 1gno- 
rance, Heb.g.7. 7M, an error, Rom. 1.27. 
error in heart, Heb. 3. 10. and error of way, 
James 5.20. and (which is the fulleſt ex- 
prefiion of all )foly, fooliſhneſs and madneſs, 
Eccl.7.25.as it all words were too little to 
exprels the folly thereof: Alſo finners are 
ſtraglers or wanderers , 1ſai. 53. 6. «vouru, 
without mind,Tit.3.3.{imple ones ſuch arwant 
heart, Prov. 9. 4. «TT, unreaſonable men, 
2 Theſſ.3.2. fools, nay madmen, AFs 26.11, 
nay, as if there were nothing of Man in 
them, *Aoze: Zan, brute beaits, 2 Pet. 2.12. 
Even in the firſt Sin of. Man the Apoſtle 
tells us, that the woman amxlnicion, being de» 
ceived, was in the tranſgreſſuon, 1 Tim.2.14. 
Firſt there was an Error, a falſe End in 
her mind, and then the forbidden fruit 
was embraced by her Will. But now after 
Al this, if the practical Judgment be righe 
ſer, and yet the Will may turn away _ 
in, 
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Sin, then that which is impoſlible in Scri- 
pture may be poſhble in Nature ; there 
may be a Sinnerand no Fool, Sin and no 
Folly, Wandring without Error, miſhag 
the Mark without any falſe End, .Tranſ- 
greſſioa and nothing of Deception in it, 
a Man and a Brute coupled together in 
the ſame Act, the Underſtanding playing 
the Maa 1a its right directions, and the 
Will playing the Brute in its irrational a- 
verſation: All which Abſurdities are un- 
avoidable by ſuch asaflert, that the Will 
doth not follow the prattical Judgment. 

2. Poſit. Leaving the firſt Poſition, 1 
procede to the fecond, viz. That the Will 
of Man doth infallibly follow the pratti- 
cal Underlitanding in the matter of Con- 
verlion. 

And here agaia I might reinforce the 
former Arguments with an Emphaſis: If: 
the Will cannot ſtand alone and upon the 
bottom of its own independency 1n other 
matters, much leſs can it do ſo in Conver- 
fion, to which the working and drawing 
of Almighty Grace is requilite : If in other 
matters the Will cannot go alone with- 
out the Torch of Reaſon, ſurely in Cons 
verſion it cannot go alone without the 
Torch of ſupernatural Illumination. If 
the * 
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the Will by deſerting a lefler good propo- 
poſed by the Underſtanding do appetere 
malium jub ratione mali, then the Will by 
deſerting God propoſed as the Rm 
bonum by the Underſtanding doth appete+ 
re ſummum malum (0 3 it the Will by re» 
jetting an inferiour Good propoſed by the 
practical Judgment muſt become bruitiſh 
and irrational, how much more bruitiſh 
and irrational mult it become by rejecting 
the ſurmmurm bonurt (o propoſed ? If the 
Will may be determincd” by the Under- 
ſtanding as to a leſſer Good, nay, as to a 
falſe lying Good, as in the Caſe of Sin, 
how on. rather may it be ſo determined 
as to the ſummum bonum 2 If By the Wills 
turaing away. from the Underſtanding 
right ſet, there may be Sin in the Wall, 
and no Folly in the Underſtanding, which 
is impoſſible'z then by ſuch turning away 
there may be no Charity inthe Will, and 
yet true Faith in the Underſtanding , 
which is alſo impoſiible, But pretermit- 


ting theſe, I come more cloſely to the The- 
ſes, that 18, That the Will doth follow the 


Underſtanding in the buſineſs of Conver- 
ſion. Now whereax, the Converſion of 
the Will is double ; eittterit 1s the produ- 

(tion of gracious Principles in the Will, or. 

GCg it 
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it is the atual Converfion of the Will : 
in the firſt the Will is Paffave, in the other 
Ative. The Wills following the-Under- 
ſtanding is double alſo 3 as to the Princi- 
ples of Grace in the Will,the Underſtand- 
19g is as the Channel through which thoſe 
Principles are infuſed into the Will 3 as to 
the atual Converſion of the Will, the Un- 
derſtanding is as a potent Perſwader in- 
ducing the Will unto actual Converſion. 
In the firſt the Will follows the Under- 
ftanding paſlively only and by way of re+ 
eeption of Principles ; in the ſecond the 
Will follows the Underſtanding Attively 
and' by way of free ACtuation of thoſe 
Principles. . 

' I (hall peak ſomewhat to both theſe. 

1. As to the Principles of Grace in the 
Will, the Underſtanding is as the Channel 
through which thoſe Principles are tran(- 
fuſed into the Will. God doth not infuſe 
thePrinciples of Grace into theWill «w4ous, 
but he puts in his hand by the hole of the 
door. and fo the churches bowels are moved 
for him, Caut.5.4. he puts in his Grace at 
the Underſtanding, and fo the Will and 
AﬀeCtions are turned to him 3 he purifies 
the heart by faith, AFs515.9. that yl nd 
Faith in the Underltandiog he influences 

| Holinels 
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Holineſs into the Will,and this Holineſs is 
called by the Apoſtle holineſs of truth, Fph. 
4.24. not only becauſe 'ris a real Holineſs, 
bur eſpecially becauſe 'tis wrought through 
the Truth, firſt entring inat the Under- 
ſtanding, and ſo paſſing on to the Will : 
and that this is the Apoſtle's meaning ap- 
ears, becauſe he oppoſes holineſs of truth, 
in the 24.Verle, to the lyſts of deceit in the 
22.Verſe. As thoſe are /uſts of deceit, be- 
cauſe the lufting Will follows upon 'the 
erring Underſtanding, fo this is Lolineſs of 
truth, becauſe the holy Will follows upon 
the true Underſtanding. _ The practical 
Knowledge of God is ſtiled eternal life, Joh. 
17.3. and a wel/-ſpring of life, Prov.16.22.B8 
the reaſon is, becauſe through it all quick- 
ning Graces do as a River of Life flow in- 
to the Will. Aboveall that of the Apoltle 
1s moſt pregnant, Beholding as in a glaſs the 
glory of God, we are changed into the ſame 
inrage from glory to glory as by the ſpirit of 
the Lord, 2 Cor.3.18. The Glory of God is 
refletted from Chriſt upon the Goſpel,and 
from the Goſpel upon the Underſtanding, 
and from the Underſtanding upon. the 
Will, and fo weare changed into his glo- 
Fious Image. In Man's firlt Tranſgreffion 
Death centred in at the Windows of the 
Gg 2 Mind, 
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Mind, . and fo got into the fecret Cloſet of 
the Heart, and in Man's firſt Converſion 
Life comes in at the Mind and ſo paſles 
down into the Will, AU the Grace that 8 
man hath(faith Dr.Preiton paſſes in through 
the Underſtanding ;, and it it were not lo, 
how could the Word be an Inſtrument of 
the Wills Regeneration ? There is no pal- 
ſage for it into the Will but through the 
Underſtanding, In Regeneration the Law 
is writ in the es and how can that be 
but through the Underſtanding? The ap- 
petitive Faculty is naturally crooked, and 
if ever it be maderight,it muſt be through 
the apprehenſive Faculty : all the things 
of Godlineſs are given I i* Earydowas, 
through the knowledge of God, 2 Pet. 1. 3» 
that's the great Channel by which all 
Grace paſles into the Will, 

2. Asto the actual Converſion of the 
Will,the Underſtanding is as a potent Per- 
{wader Mectually inducing theW1ll there- 


unto. There are three principal things 
in the Wills aCtual Converſton,vis. a turn- 
ng to God as its ſupreme End, an embra- 
cing Chriſt asthe only Way, and a reje- 
Ction of Sin as the great Obſtactez and m 
all theſe the Will doth follow the Under 
{tanding. 


3, The 
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r. The Will doth follow the Under- 
ſtanding in its turn to God as the ſupreme 
End, and this appears divers ways. 

I, The Scriptures clear it tous; there 
we find in conjunction bethinking and 
turning,2Chron.6.37.remembriug and turns 
ing, Pſal.22.27. conſidering and turning, E- 
zek.18.28. underſtanding and turning, Mat. 
13. 15, and opening the eyes and turning, 
A@F.26.18. in all which places the Under- 
ſtanding goes before, and the Will follows 
after. There we find Converſion to be a 
thing wrought by Perſwafttion, God ſbal 
perſwade Japheth, Gen. 9. 27. by Inſhining, 
God hath ſhined in our hearts, 2 Cor. 4. 6. 
by Teaching, they ſhall be all taught of God, 
Joh.6.45. by Anointing, you have an undi- 
on from the holy one, 1 Joh. 2. 20, and by 
coming to a mans ſelf, Luk. 15.17. firlt the 
Prodigal came to himſelt, and then he re- 
turned to his Father : the import of all 
which is plainly thus much, That God doth 
actually draw home the Will unto himſelf 
through the Underſtanding 3 Thy people 
(faith the Pſalmiſt ) hall be willing in the 
day of thy power, in the beauties of holineſs, 
from the womb of the morning thou haſt the 
dew of thy youth,Pſal.110.3. herearea will- 
ing People like the Dew for multitude , 
| Gg 3 but 
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but whence are they 2 Whence, but from 
the womb of the morning ? The morning of 
ſupernatural Illumination is the Womb 
out of which they fue : Aslong as there 
is 20 morning in men, as the Expreſſion is, 
Iſai, 8. 20. there is no Will at all to Gad z 
but as ſoon as the day dawns in their hearts, 
out comes a willing People as Dew from 
the morning. 

2. The Nature of the Will holds forth 
thus much: The Will naturally wills Bleſ- 
ſedneſs or the ultimate End in general, be- 
cauſc it is a Good perfettive and expletive 
of the Sonl, but the Will doth not natu- 
rally fix on this or that thing as its bleſſed- 
neſs or ultimate End in particular. One 
Man fixes on Mammon as his chief Good, 
another makes his Belly his God, a third 
is all for the Pride of Life; whence is the 
Will thus determined 2 Either it muſt 
be determined by it ſelf, or elſe by the 
Underſtanding ; not by it (elf, for it is 
a blind Faculty, and cannot of it ſclt judg 
any thing to be a chief Good, much leſs can 
it fix it ſelf on it as ſuch ; wherefore it muſt 
be determined by the Underſtanding. One 
Man chuſes Mammon to be his chief Good, 
becaule (as the Plalmiſt hath it )bis inward 
thought is, that hjs honſe ſhall continue for 
epcr, * 
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ever, Pal. 49. 11. that's laſting happineſs, 
faith his carnal Underſtanding, Another 
makes his Belly his God, becauſe his in- 
ward thought is, Eat, Arink , and be merry, 
Lack.12.19: there is nothing better, ſaith 
his bruitiſh Underſtanding. A third is all 
for the Pride of Life, becauſe his inward 
thonght is, to be a Lucifer in Self-excellen- 
cies, that's the top of Blils, ſaith his ſoar- 
ing Underſtanding. In every one of theſe, 
firſt the Underſtanding makes the Idol, 
and then the Will doth fall down and wor- 
ſbip. Now if the Will may be determin» 
ed by the Underſtanding to ſuch falſe Be- 
atitudes as theſe, how much more may it 
be determined by the Underſtanding to 
God whois the true bleſledneſs? 

3. This appears from the Excellency of 
that practical Underſtanding which draws 
the Will unto actual Converſion. "Tis an 
excellent Underſtanding for the Obje&t of 
-#t 3 being inthe Mount of Transfiguratt- 
on it ſhews forth unto the Will, not Crea- 
tures, Chips of Being, int the ſhell of Time, 
but a Jehovah of Self-beingneſs , a God 
of Allſufhciency dwelling in Eternity;not 
Streams of Life or Goodneſs in the Crea- 
ture-channel, but a Fountain of living wa- 
ters, an Ocean of immenſe Goodneſs,fuch 
Gg 4 as 
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as cannot be failed over by Faith or Viſionz 
not golden or pearly Mountains, but an 
infinite Maſs of free Grace, unſearchable 
riches of Mercy, {##h as cannot be told 
over to all Eternity z not ſhadows or litrle 
portions of Being, but the T3 @v, Revel. 1.4. 
the true I am, the To mile, or the all things, 
I' Cor. 15.28. in whom are all the rich 
Mines of univerſal Blefſedneſs; and (which 
15 the ſweetneſs of all) it ſhews forth this 
God not as reſerving himſelt only to him- 
ſelf; but as freely offering himſelf to poer 
worms. Oh my Soul! ſtand ſtill and adore 
the opening of his Bowels and Self-mott- 
on of his Grace ; this Jehovah of Selt- 
beingneſs and All-ſufficiency will make 0- 
ver himſelf to thee, this Fountain of Life 
and Goodneſs will flow out to thee, this 
rich Maſs of Grace and Mercy will portt- 
on thee, this Tam and ever-bleſled 47 is 
an inheritance for thee, and in inheriting 
him thou maiſt after a wonderful manner 
4nherit all things. This is the infinite Ex- 
celiency of the Object 3 but after what 
manner doth the Underſtanding ſhew it 
forth unto the Will? Surely, Cough as 
much below his worth as finite is below 
infinite, yet in an excellent way 3 the Un- 
derſtanding ſhews forth God unto the Will 
nat 
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not in a dead or literal manner, but with 
ſpiritual liveline(s and (as I may ſoſay) 
in \ 7m of Glory 3 forit is eternal life, 
and Heaven it ſelf dawns in it, not darkly 
or at adiſtance,but clearly and cloſely; the 
day-ftar is up in the heart; and God ap» 
proaches near unto the Will, his goodneſs 
paſſes before it,and leaves ſome holy touches 
and favours thereupon 3 not in a weak and 
languiſhing manner, but powerfully and 
effectually. The Apoltle joins the demon- 
tration of the Spirit and power together, 
1 Cor.2.4. There is ſuch a Demonſtration 
of the Spirit in the Underſtanding as can- 
not be denied, and from . thence ſuch a 
Power upon the Will as cannot be fruſtra- 
ted, not notionally only but practically z 
it ſcriouſly prefſeth in upon the Will. Here, 
O rational Appetite ! here is a God in- 
deed ; his Grace free, his Mercy Self-mov- 
ing 3 take him and thou haſt all, loſe him 
and thou haſt nothing : Now, Oh! now 
is the accepted time, the day of Salvati» 
on; 1n his Faypur there is Life, in his 
Wrath nothing but Death : It he bleſs 
thee, none can curſe, if he curſe thee 
none can bleſs; now or never turn and 
live. After this manner doth it praQi- 
cally preſs in upon the Will. Now _— 
rae 
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the Underſtanding holds farth ſuch an ex- 
cellent Obje@ in ſuch an excellent manner 
unto the Will, already principled with 
Grace,how can it chuſe but actually cloſe 
in with it? Such a Knowledge being really 
. atuared, can the Will turn alide to other 
Objects for its happineſs? The ſemple one may 
turn away, Prov. I. 32. but ſhall « man of 
wnderſtanding do (0? A deceived heart may 
Iarn aſide, I[ai. 44. 20. but ſhall the wiſe in 
heart do ſo? A heart of nnbelief may de- 
part from the living God, Heb. 3. 12. but 
ſhall a man of preciovs faith do ſo? But 
whither can he turn 2 What,to the Riches 
of the World ? 'Tis but droſs to the un- 
ſearchable Riches of Chriſt, ſaith the Un- 
derſtanding : What, to Honours? 'Tis but 
a blaſt to the true Honour which cometh 
of God only, ſaith the Underſtanding : 
What, to Pleaſures > Theſe are muddy 
Puddles to the pure Rivers of Pleaſure a» 
bove,faith the Underſtanding. This Un- 
derſtanding doth as it were blaſt all the 
World, crucifie the Unjperſe, and by a 
proſpett of Faith ſee the Wh on fire, 
the Earth burnt up,and the Elements melt- 
ing with fervent heat,and can the Will fall 
in love with the Duſt and Cinders of it? 
Surely it will not, But if the Will cannot 
turn 
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turn afide to ſuch falſe Beatitudes, yet may 
it not ſuſpend its Act as to the true? Suſs 
pend!what from its own bleſledneſs verily, 
thoroughly believed? What trom God the 
all in all plainly, powerfully demonſtrated 
to be ſuch? And what for juſt nothing, fora 
ſc volo?Caa it be fo brutilhly freeatilodear 
a rate as to be eternally miſerable? Will it 
bang off from perfect Bleſledneſs? or canit 
do A and the ſummii mal notfall into its 
embraces? And may a Will renewed with 
the holy Ghoſt, and right ſet by gracions 
Principles do thus ? Surely it cannot, They 
that know thy name will truſt in thee, Pſal.g. 
Io. and (which follows upon Truſt) will 
love thee,and (which ſtreams from Love) 
will obey thee, and (which is the Crown 
of Obedience )will religa up themſelves to 
thee for all their happineſs. Where ſach 
an excellent Underſtanding goes before, 
there theW1ll doth infallibly follow after, 
evenin actual Converſion unto God as its 
ſupreme End. 

2. The Will doth follow the Under- 
ſtanding in its embracing of Chriſt as the 
only way, and this appears 

1. From ſeveral Sciptures. To know Je- 
ſusChriſt is eternal life, Joh. 17.3.it quickens 
the Will to embrace him, Chriſt told 


the 
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the Woman, If thou hadſt known the gift 
of God, and who it is that ſaith unto thee, 
Give me to drink, thou wouldeſt have acked 
of him, and he would have given thee living 
water, Joh. 4. 10. A true Knowledge of 
Chriſt would have inflamed her deſires af- 
ter him, and thoſe defires would have 
breathed out prayers for the living Water. 
Our Saviour quotes that in the Prophets 
And they ſhall be all taught of God) and 
and what follows upon that teaching ? 
Every man therefore (faith he) that hath 
heard and learned of the Father cometh un- 
to me, Joh.6.45. True Knowledge makes a 
man come to Chriſt,and that without fail, 
for 'tis ſo in every man that hears and 
learns of the Father, not in one or two, 
but in every m4, and how doth Know- 
ledge do this > How, but by glorifying 
Chriſt unto the Will ? The Spirit (faith 
Chriſt ) fall glorifit me ;how 10? He ſhall 
take of mine and ſhall ſhew unto you,Joh.16. 
14,15. the holy Spirit takes Chriſt and 
ſhews him after a wonderful manngr, it 
glorifies him in the Underſtanding, and 
through theUnderſtanding it lorifie him 
before the Will, and fo the Willis (weet- 
ly and ſtrongly drawn unto him. 

2, From the Will it ſelf, If the Will be 
determined 
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determined by the Underſtanding, unto 
God as its ultimate End, then is it alſo de- 
termined by. the Underſtanding, unto 
Chriſt as the only way thereunto. Indeed 
if the Underſtanding did propoſe an End, 
and withal two diſtinct ways of equal ten- 
dency thereunto, then the Will might be 
free to either of thoſe = : But when 
the Underſtanding propoſes God as the 
End, and Chriſt as the only Way to that 
End, then the Will muſt infallibly cloſe 
in with Chriſt; it muſt, or loſe its End of 
Bleſſedneſs;it muſt,or the ſummii mali will 
fall into its arms. When the Underſtanding 
tells the Will in good earneſt, there 1s no 
other way but one,there 1s no other Name 
under Heaven but Jeſus only, the Will is 
ſweetly conſtrained into his embraces, 

3. From the Underſtanding which 
ſhews forth Chriſt to be the pertet Way 
ſutable to all our wants in our paſtage to 
God the true End. Thou wouldeſt 
come to God but for the weight of Sin 
and Wrath, Loe, here is an High-prieſt 
with Expiating Blood 5 thou wouldſt 
come to God but thou knoweſt not the 
way thither, here's a Prophet with words 
of Light and Life ; thou wouldſt come 
to God but for the preſſure of thy reign- 
ing 


SY 
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ing Luſts, here's a King with a Sceptre of 
Righteouſneſs to ſubdue 'them 5 thou 
wouldl[t come to God but for want of a 

acious Heart, here's a Treaſury of all 
race and Holineſs. The Underſtandin 
ſtill points at Chriſt ; Art thou in darkneſs: 
he is a ſar of righteouſneſs 5 Art thou in 
death?he is the reſurretion and the life; Art 
thou a withered branch ? he is 2 root of far- 
weſs and ſweetneſs;Art thou a loſt and halt- 
damned Creature ? "he is a Saviour able to 
ſave tothe uttermoſt. This Underſtanding 
lorifies Chriſt in all his Offices, ſings the 
fon of the Lamb, and cries him up for alto- 
gether precious; this is the Window or 

Latteſs at which his all-fair Perſon looks 
in upon the Will, the Conduit through 
which the ſweet Ointment of his Name is 

red outunto the Will, and the Cruci- 

x which ſhews forth his bloody Paſſion in 
lively colours before the Will. This Un- 
derſtanding practically preſſes the Will 
toembrace him; O my Soul ! now, hear 
and live ; take him and everlaſting Mercy 
meets thee, leave him and devouring Ju- 
ſtice overtakes thee; catch hold on this 

Prince of Life, or die for ever ; look up 
to this Brightneſs of Glory, or be in utter 
Darknefs 3 waſh in his Blood, or bleed 

in 
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in eternal Flames ; put on his righteou6 
neſs, or be naked to all Eternity; there 
is no way into the Holy of Holies, but 
through the Veil of his Fleſh; enter, and 
thou haſt an ever-blefled God to make 
thee happy neglect, and thou haſt a righ- 
reous God to Sho thee for ever —_ 
able. When Chriſt through the Under- 
ſtanding thus pours out his precious Name 
as an Ointment unto the Will, how can it 
chuſe but love him 2 When through this 
hole of the door he thus drops in his {weets 
, fmelling Truths upon the Wil, how cant 
chuſe but rife and open to him ? If it do 
not, whither will it turn ? - What, to the 
Creatures? they are all Blackamoors to 
this all-lovely Jefus z Whar, to repentant 
Tears? thoſe want waſhing in his Blood $ 
What, toits good Works and Righteoufl- 
neſs ? they are but a filthy Rag. There is 
ſach a Tt at, ſuch a tranſcendent Ex- 
cellency in the Knowledge of Chriſt, that 
it makes all other things bur as dung before 
the Will, Phil.3.8. Hence the Will hath 
no whither elſe to turn : But if it turn no 
whither elſe, may it not ſuſpend its AQ as 
to Chriſt? Suſpend ! what from the only 
way to Bleſſedneſs evidently pointed out ? 
What from him who is «/l defrres really be- 


heved 
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lieved to be ſuch ? Can it thus wave Hap« 
pineſs and embrace mere nothing in the 


room thereof? and canit do thus when a Þ 


right-ſet Underſtanding is really actuated, 
and it (elf truly principled with Grace? 
Surely it cannot be. No ſooner did Chriſt 
ſee the budding Graces of his Church, but 
bis ſoul made him like the chariots of Ammi- 
nadib, Cant. 6.11, 12. and no ſooner do 
Chriſtians ſee the lovely Excecllencies of 
Chriſt, but they will become an Ammi- 
padib, a willing people, and their Wills as 
ſo many ſwiftChariots to convey them un» 
to him, Thus the Will follows the Un- 
_ der(tanding 1 its embraces of Chriſt as the 
Way. 

3. The Will follows the Underſtanding 
in 1ts rejection of Sin as the great Obſtacle, 
and this alſo appears 

1. From ſeveral Scriptures; there we 
find on the one hand that Folly is the root 
of the Commithon of Sin, The fooliſhneſs of 
man perverteth his way, Prov. 19. 3. Why 
doth the Atheilt ſay in his heart, there 1s . 
na God ? Becaulec he js a fool, Pal. 14. 1. 
Why do the Mammoniſts boaſt and truſt 
in their uncertain Riches? Becauſe thejr 
way is their folly, Pſal. 49. 13, Why doth 
the blind Idolater fall down to the + 
' © 
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bf a Tree 2 Becaule « deceived heart hath 
turned him aſide, Iſai. 44.19,20. Why did 
the rebellious Iſraclites grieve their good 
Gad forty years together ? Becaule they 
did ery in their hearts, Pſal.g 5.10. On the 

- other hand, there we find that true Wit- 
dom or Underſtanding is the root, of the 
rejection of Sin, To depart from evil is un- 
derit anding,Job 28.28. the pollutions of the 
world are eſcaped through the knowleage of 
Chriſt,2 Pet.2.20. through thy precepts(laith 
David) I get underſtanding, what then ? 
therefore I hate every falſe way, Pſal. 119. 
104. and again, I efteem all thy precepts to 
be right, and what follows? I hate every 

falſe way, Ver.128. Firſt, there was a right 

Judgement in his Underſtanding , and 
thence iſſued an hatred of Sin in his Will, 
For all the Wolves and the Leopards, yet 
( ſaith God) they ſhall not hurt nor de- 
ftroy in all my holy Mountain 3 why ſo? 
Becaule the earth ſhall be full of the knows 
ledge of the Lord, Tſai, 11.9. that ſaving 
Knowledge ſhould turn them into Lambs 
andlittle Children, and make them teave 
oft their barbarous and inhumage cryelty. 
Hence Repentance (which includes 1n it 
an hatred and rejection of Sin) is (tiled 
pt avi, 4 tranſmentation or poſtmentation; 

h becauſe 
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becauſe when a man comes to himſelf ina 
right Underſtanding, he hates & rejects Sm. 

2. From the Will it ſelf: If that follow 
the Underſtanding in turning to God as its 
ſupreme End, and in embracing of Chriſt 
as the only way, then by neceſflary con- 
ſequence it mult needs follow the Under- 
ſtanding in the rejection of Sin as the 
great ' Obſtacle; for if it follow not here 
alſo, it muſt wave its ſupreme End and © 
the Way thither, it muſt reſolve upon a 
Happineſs without God and Chriſt. If the 
Underſtanding ſay to the Will, There is 
no other Cloud betwixt thee and the Fa- 
ther of Lights, no other diſtance betwixt 
thee and the Fountam of living Waters, 
none but Sin alone, ſurely the Will muſt 
bid it be gone for ever. 

3. From the Underſtanding which fo 
repreſents Sin, as that the Will doth turn 
away from it, and this it doth three ways. 

I. The Underſtanding doth repreſent 
Sin asa grand evil z it (ets it forth as an A+ 
taxy in man,Rebellion againſt God,Spears 
and Nails to Jeſus Chriſt, Quench-coal to 
the Spirit of Grace, Blur and Stain to the 
Soul, groaning Burthen on the back of the 
whole Creation, Venom and perfectQuint-= 
eſſence of all evils, a thing of ſuch _ 

rous 
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ſtrous deformities, as if it did appear in 
its own prodigious ſhape, would not be 
rouched upon by Man, and how can the 
Will being a rational Appetite doat upon 
+ ſuch a thing ? Surely upon it as ſuch it can» 
not 3 wherefore Sin (that it may be wel- 
come to the Will) covers it ſelf with Fig- 
leaves as Adam, it veils its face like Tamar, 
it paints and tires like Jezabel, it diſguiſes 
and feigns it ſelf ro be another like Jerobo- 
am's Wife, it courts and flatters to tteal a- 
way hearts like 4bſalom:, it comes likes 4+ 
grippa and Bernice with great pompin'tan« 
cy of ſome apparent goodneſs; offering it 
{elf to our Saviour it wrapped up'/it telf 
In all the glories of the World,nay, in the 
Mantle of Scripture and Angelical prote- 
ftion 5 coming to Adam, it held forth an 
Apple, and promiſed no leſs than a God- 
head ; ever it hath a lye and a cheat init. 
Hencg it is called @ falſe way,Pſal.119.104. 
and 0-9 the work of 4 lye, Prov. 11; 
18, there is in it wd«, 4 ſſejght, as in cog- 
ging Dice, Fph.4-14. it makes every ſtaner 
believe that he (hall have the caſt of haps» 
pineſs,but coggs away his Soul. This is that 
deceitfulneſs of in,by which it infinuates it 
fMF into the Will ; but this right Under: 
ſtindinghath a counter-work, it unleaves 
Hh 7 and 
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and unveils-Sin, it unpaints & undrelles it, 
it plucks off it falſe appearances and diſ- 
guiſes,it diſrobes it of all its pomps and fan- 
cy, it diſcovers the lye and cheat in it, and 
makes it appear in its own ugly hue and . 
ſhameful nakednels 3 Achan's Sin was wrapt 
up in a Babyloniſh Garment, but unclothe 
it, and it was er accurſed thing 5 Sauls Sin 
was covered over with Sacrifices, but un- 
veil it, and 'twas witchcraft-like rebellion 3 
Judas his Sin about the precious Ointment 
was painted over with Charity, but uns 
paint it and 'twas arrent thievery ; Paul's 
Sin wore a Cloak of Zeal, but undreſs it, 
and *twas bloody perſecution. This right 
Underſtanding plucks the lye out of Sins 
mouth ,- and the paint off from its 
face, and all the Robes of apparent 
Goodneſs off. from its back 3 and 
ſo conſtrains it to go naked before 
the Will, and thereby it appears what it 
is, &ycfwhos cjyualia, inning (in, Rom.7.13. 
BDITY) NM) the evil of evils, Hoſ.to.15. al- - 
together evil, and nothing but evil ; and 
now how can the Will embrace it as good? 
How can it chuſe but reject it as evil? 
Now, if ever, ſhall Sin be crucified. Male- 
factors were firſt ſtripped and then cructh- 
ed : Sininits Attire 15a King in its Robes 
litting 
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fitting on the Heart as a Throne; but Sin 
{tript naked by the. Underſtanding is a 
MalefaQor ready for the Croſs, and there 
the Will will ſurely nail itz the yoke ſhall 
be deſtroyed becauſe of the anointing, faith 
the Prophet, 7ai.10.27. Sin is a Yoke up» 
on the Will faſtened there by a lye, an 
appearance of ſome falſe Good, but the 
Anointing (which is truth, 1 Joh. 2.27.) re- 
veals end then off comes the yoke, 
Doth Sin profer a World 2 This Anoint- 
ing is an inward Fecleſſaſtes crying out, Alf 
* vanity; Doth it proter Honors or Riches 
or Pleaſures > What for a Soul, a Chriſt, a 
God? No cheat like that,ſaith the Anoint- 
ing 3 Doth it promiſe Happineſs? You do 
but flatter and lye,ſaith the Anoining,you 
have nothing but Death and Hell to be- 
ſtow. Chriſt was manifeſted, iv« Moy, that 
he might diſſolve the works of the devil,that 
is, ſins in men, 1 Joh, 3.8. and he diſſolves 
them by this Anointing. Sin is in union 
with the Will, becauſe Sin is in compo- 
fition with ſome ſeeming Good ; break the 
compolition between Sin and the ſeeming 
Good,and you diſſolve the union between 
Sin and the Will. The worldly Man's 
Will is in union with his Sin, becauſe his 
Sin is in compoſition with the World 3 


Hh 3 break 
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break the compoſition by a right Under- 
ſtanding, make him indeed fee that the 
World 1s but q 14a a fiewre or faſbion, and 
Riches bur «4 thing that is not ;, diflolve the 
Wotld by Faith, .and inſtantly the Sin 
will drop ont of. his Will, for Sin as mere 
Sin will not down with the Will. If there» 
fore the compound of apparent Goodneſs 
be once broken by the Underftandiag, 
the Will muſt needs caſt it out as alt 
ther evil,becaule it 1s an Object capableof 
its embraces. © 
2. The Underſtanding doth reprefent 
Sin 'as-the Devils Work. Should the De- 
vil viſibly appear, and offer to the Cove- 
tous his Bags,or tothe Drunkard his Cups 
_ mw would hardly take them at his 
hands, Wherefore Satan transforms him- 
ſelf into many ſhapes,and puts on Changes 
of Raiment that he may act inviſible,  Buc 
oh the other hand, Chriſt «mwwWvorul.cc, 
ſpoils, or more properly, anclothes him, 
Col.2.15. he ſpoiled him menitonouſly on 
the-Crols, and unclothes him efticaciouſly 
im the Hearts of Men, Chriſt was ſo guick 
&f urderfanding, that he found out Satan 
even jn' Peter's tender indulgence , and 
Chriſt gives fuch a true Underitanding un- 
to the Hearr, that it ſees Satan lurking 
"Res WF | No 
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in every Sin : Oh! fays the true Under- 
ſtanding, there isa bloody Devil in all thy 
Malice, a blaſphemous Devil in all thy 
Prophanenef, a lying Devil in all thy Hy+- 
pocrilies, a proud Devil in all thy Selt- 
excellencies, a Devil in the Swine ia all 
thy Senſualittes, and in every Sin' Star 

ſtands at thy right hand. Now when the 

Devil thus appears in Sin, ſurely the Will 
muſt needs turn away from it. 

3. The Underſtanding doth repreſent 
Sir as the only Obſtacle of Happineſs. The 
Underſtanding views the all-blefſed God 
with his infinite Bowels, and the all-pre- 
cious Jeſus with his infinite Merits; it lets 
in ſome Glimpſes of Glory, and takes as it 
were a Profped of Eternity ; it travels 0» 
ver-the Land of Promiſe, and taſtes the 
Milk and Honey of free Grace flowing 
theres and after all this it cries out, Oh! 
my Soul, nothing can hinder thee from all 
theſe but Sin, nor Sin neither, unleſs in- 
dulg'd 3 this is the only Gulf between thee 
and thy God, the only Diſtance between 
thee and thy ſweet Jeſus, the-anly Bar to 
the Heavenot Glory, and the only Flaw 
i thy title to the Land of Promiſe. When 
the Underſtanding ſhewsSin to be ſuch in» 
deed, furely the Will cannot but rejedt it, 

| Hh 4 Thus 
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Thus the Will foHows the'Underſtand- 
ing, in turning to God the ſupreme End, 
in embracing Chriſt the only Way, andin 
rejecting Sin the great Obſtacle, which are 
oo three grand things in actual Conver- 
On. 

Now here I would have cloſed up this 
Point, but that there are two main Obje- 
(tions to be ſolved. 

Objed. 1. This Theſss of the Wills fol- 
lowing the Underſtanding takes away the 
neceſlity of gracious Principles in the 
Will. 

Obje@. 2. This Theſes overturns the Li- 
berty of the Will. 

1. This Theſis takes away the neceſſity 
of gracious Principles in the Will 3. what 
need of any there, ſceing the” Wall is fo 
good a follower ? | 
' As to this ſhall anſwer two things. 

I, This Theſs is fo far from taking away 
the neceliity of gracious Principles in the 
Wl, that it diſcovers the way how thoſe 
gracious Principles come to be wrought 
there. 'Tis in this Caſe between the Un- 
derſtanding and thoſe gracious Principles, 
as 'tis between the beams of Light and the 
accompanying Heat : As Heat comes down 
from the Suninto the lower Warld inthe 

4 2 Vehide 
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Vehicle of natural Light,ſo Holineſs comes 
down from the Sun of Righteouſneſs into 
the Will in the Vehicle of ſupernatural 
Light. When the Day dawns in the Heart, 
the Heart waxes warm with ſpiritual Life z 
Give me underſtanding, ſaith David, and I 
ſhall keep thy Lawsgea,T ſhall keep it with my 
whole beart,Pſal.1 19.34. Why 'is he fo car- 
neſt for Underſtanding? Is the Underſtand- 
ing all 2 May not the Will hang back for 
all that 2.No, Give me Underſtanding and 
[ ſhall keep thy Law 3 yea, I ſhall keep 1t 
with my whole heart : that will ſet all my 
Soul ina right poſture towards the Law of 
God 


- 2, Notwithſtanding this Theſes, there is 
yet atreble Neceſlity of gracious Princi- 
ples in the Will; for 

1. Godcalls for them. 

2. The Will it (elf ſtands in need of 
them... 

3. The Perfection of the new Creature 
cannot ſtand without them: 

1. God calls for them; above all things 
he calls for @ heart, a pure heart, ſuch as. 
works out the mixtures of Corruption; 4 
right heart, ſuch as lies level to the Rule of 
Righteouſneſs 3 this he defires, be deſeres 
truth in the inward parts, Pſal.51.6. this he 
| delights 
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delights in, be hath pleaſure in upright 
x Chron. 29. 17. where this is found, he 

by many infirmitiesz 7 bave eaten 
(faith Chriſt ) ary homey-comb with ney honey, 
Waxand all, Wax and all.Caxt.5.1.lofirmi- 
ties do not hinder acceptance; but where 
thiss wanting, he fets a black mark upon 
men, even whileſtthey do that which is 
materially good. Amazieb did that which 
was right in the fight of the Lord, but not 
with « perfed heart, 2 Chron.25.2. there is 
a black mark ſet upon him for want of In» 
regrity; - But now without gracious Prin- 
ciples in the Heart, how can the Heart be 
right or pure ? which way can God's Call 
be anſwered, or his Defire or Delight at- 
eained? | 11254 
2. The Will it ſelf ſtands mm need» of 
them. The Will of fallen Man what i it 
buta very :Shoal of inordinate Aﬀections, 
a Womb of evil Concupiſcence? Here is 
the &rfvwyn ovMatzor, the conceiving lui?, 
Jam.1.15. that which teems outa genera» 
tion of 'wickednefſes: Here is an Abyls, a 
. bottomleſs Pit ofevils, ſuch as ſmoaks and 
vomits upall manner of Abominations. E- 
very carnal Heart hath in it a plagze of Rot» 
tenneſs. which is ſtill ſtarting from God, 
*K au Troz-jonew of Rebellion which is ll 
« con» 
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contradicting God ; and how can this Hell 
of Luſt in the Will ever be quenched but 
by the cleax water £ How can this deadly 
wound of Corruption there ever be heal- 
ed but by gracious Principles? 

3. The Perfection of the new Creature 
cannot ſtand without them. ' The new 
Creature is anew #:an, all over new, new 


in its Defires as well as in-its IntelleQuals ; 
'tis a perfe# man in Chriſt , pette& / in all 
its parts 5 it hath a Heart as well as a 
Head. Should the Will want 
Principles, the new Creature mult Mive 
a Heart, the old Heart will not ſerve the 
turn; the new Man is but halfa Man with- 
out 4 mew beert, There was put into the 
Breaſt-plate of Judgment the Urim and 
the Thummin, that 1s, Lights and PerfeCti- 
ons, both were in it or elſe it had not been 
perfect : The full ſubſtance of this Type 
was only in Chriſt, who was full of all 
Grace and Truth 4 but there is a meaſure 
of it in every true Chriſtian, who puts on 
the breaſt-plete of faith and love, 1 Theſſ. 5. 
8. Faiths a kind of Urim in his Under- 
ſtanding, and Love a kind of Thammixe in 
his Will; and both together make up his 
complete Breaſt-plate. Bur if there were 
uo gracious Principles in his Will, he _ 
L106 1! | ave 
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have an Vrim without a Thammin, Light 
in the Mind without Integrity in theHeart; 
and by conſequence he could be but one 
half of a Chriſtian, 

Obje@. 2. This Theſts overturns the Li» 
berty of the Will ; for if the Will be de- 
termined by the Underſtanding, how is it 
free? and if free, how determined? 

I anſwer ; There are three things, which 
well weighed give a perfe& Solution to 
this Objection. 

i This Objefion carries in it a great 


ity. 

2. This Objection ſtands upon a falſe 
Notion of Liberty. 

3. This Objection vaniſhes by the true 
ſtating of Liberty. | 

I. This Objection carries in it a great 
Abſurdity : If the Will being determined 
by the Underſtanding loſe its Freedom, 
then it loſeth its Freedom by an adhefion 
'to the Root of its Freedom; and it can- 
not be free, unleſs it can turn Brute, which 
is a great Abſurdity. You'l fay, Is this fo 
abſurd? Doth not the Will turn Brute in 
cloſing with ſenſual Luſt2?and doth not the 
Scripture call men Beaſts upon that ac- 
count ? I anſwer, that the Will in clofing 
with its ſenſual Luſts 1s brutiſh as to the 
| Matters 
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Matter of its choice,but not as to the Man« 
= - it, becauſe it hath an —_—— Un» 

nding(though corrupt )goin reit; 
but if Sams. pros Nan No Under- 
ſtanding, it can turn Brute even as to the 
Manner of its Ading : for thenits A hath 
no Underſtanding at all at the bottom of 
it, no more than the At of a Beaſt, which 
1s very abſurd in a rational Appetite. 

2. This Objection ſtands upon a falſe 
Notion of Liberty, viz. That the Liberty 
of the Will doth effentially confiſt in an 
iovggonia or aNaqog4o, in an equilibrium or 
indeterminate Indifferency ,, whereby it 
may will or not will a thing 3 for why AaC- 
cording to this Objection, is the Will not 
free? Why, but becauſe it is determined 2? 
And why 1s it not free, if determined ? 
Becauſe its Freedom doth confiſt efſential- 
ly in ſuch an equilibrinm, as cannot ſtand 
with any determination but what is mere- 
ly from it ſelf, Now that this is a falſe No- 
tion of Liberty goth appear many ways: 


\ For 


3. If Liberty do eflentially confift in 
ſuch an Indifferency, then what ſhall we 
ſay to Jeſus Chriſt on Earth? Had not he + 
as Man all the Eſlentials of Liberty ? Was 


not all his Obedience perfectly free? and 
yet 
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yet did not his humane Will indeclinably 
follow his divine > Was there a poſſe pecea+ 
re in that ſpotles Lamb? Could that hn- 
mane Nature ( conceived by the hol 
Ghoſt, and inſeparably united to the God- 
head) could that alſo tranſgreſs ? Surely, 
it could not. 7 do nothing of my ſelf, faith 
Chriſt, Joþ,8.28. nay, & 9Yrajuai, I can do 
 mothing of my ſelf, Joh. 5. 3o. nothing z in 
ſuch perte& dependance was his humane 
Will upon his divine, not the ſhadow of 
an equilibrium there,and yet the ſubſtance 
of pertcc Liberty. 
_ 2« If Liberty do effentially confiſt in 
ſuch an Iiidifferency, what ſay we to the 
| bleſſed Saints in Heaven ? Have not th 
all the eſlentials of Liberty ? Are thoſe 
Spirits made perteCt in every thing elſe buc 
that 2? Is that the thing that is wanting 11 
Heaven ? Noſurely ; glorious Liberty can- 
not but be there, and yet what ofan 43x- 
@oginz There God is AV] in 411, and the 
Saints cannot take oft their Eyes from him 
for eyer ; his Will is pertectly triumphant 
over theirs, and their Will is perfectly de- 
termined by his, ſo determined, as not to 
glance aſide from it to all Eternity : And 
yetin this Determination Liberty 1s not 
deſtroyed bur perfected, the Will is port 
Itrants 
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ſtraits or bonds, but in 4 Sabbath of Reſt 
and Joy. Here's nothing of an equi/ibri- 
nm; that kind of Liberty 1s ſo magnified on 
Earth, that it ſhall never be glorified in 
Heaven 3 and if it be not glorified there, 
ſure 'tis no Eflential here, 

3. If Liberty do eflentially confiſt in 
ſuch an indifferency, then how ſhall the 
divine Preſcience he falved > God know- 
eth all the free As of men, even the 
Thoughts afar off, from the high Tower of 
his Eternity : Bur if the Will be in eq#7- 
librio, its As (before they come into Be- 
ing)muſt be mere Contingencies, and with- 
out any determinate Verity at all inthem, 
and how then are they knowable as Cer- 
tainties ? To know Contingencies as Cer- 
tainties, 1s to erre and not to know. 

4. It Liberty do eflentially conſiſt in 
ſuch an Indifferency, then what becomes 
of divine Providence? Providence hath a 
Kingdom over men's Hearts, We tindin 
Scripture God tonching the heart, 1 Same. 
10.26. ſtirring up the heart,2 Chron. 36.2%. 
opening the heart, A&s 16. 14. enclining 
the heart, 1 Kings 8. 58. and turning the 
beart whitherſoever he will,Prov.21.1. And 
after all this, is the Will in equilibrie? If 
not, where 15 the ſuppoſed Liberty ? ” lo, 
where 
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where is the divine Providence? All its 
touching, ſtirring, opening, enclining aud 
turning the Heart ſignifies litle or nothing, 
Infinite Wiſdom and Power ſeem to have 
poſed themſelves in making ſuch a Crea- 
ture as they cannot govern, or at leaſt not 
govern without deſtroying its facultieszthe 
infinite Spirit hath then nothing to rule 0- 
ver but the brutal Woxld,and the rational 
is loſt out of his Dominions 3 Men mult 
ſubſiſt like Creatures, and yet may ad as 
Gods ; their Being is within the Realm of 
Providence, and their Ading without it. 
In a word ; when we read of God over 
all, we muſt ever except the rational Crea- 
ture. Wherefore that is no true Notion of 
Liberty, which is ſo oppoſite to the Sce- 
ptre of divine Providence. 

J. Iſhall add but one thing more. Eve- 
ry Man is born under a Futurition of all 
the Ads which he will produce, or elſe 
thoſe Ads ſhould be preſent in Time, 
which never were future, which is impol> 
fible 3 and every Futurition implies in it a 
neceſiity of Immutability , or elſe that 
which 1s future might ceaſe to be ſuch 
without coming into aCtual Being, which 
is impoſſible: Hence it appears, that hu- 
mane Liberty doth well confilt with a ne- 
ccllity 
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ceſlity of Immutability ; nay, it cannot 
ſtand without : Take away all Necetlity, 
and you take away all Futurition; take 
away all Futurition,and you take away all 
the free Ads of the Creature; for thoſe 
free Ads could not be Atts, much lefs free 
Adts, in time, unleſs they were future be- 
fore; and future they could not be with» 
out ſuch a Neceſlity : Therefore liberunm 
and neceſ/arium may, nay, mult (ſtand to- 
gether ; and if fo, the Will may be deter- 
mined by the Underſtanding, and yet be 
free without an equilibrium, and by con- 
ſequence, an £qw/:brium is not eflential 
to its Liberty. This falſe Notion of Liber- 
ty maintained uphold? the Objection, but 
diſlolved breaks the ſame in pieces. 

3- This Objection vaniſhes quite away 
by the true ſtating of Liberty. Liberty is 
double; Ethical as to that which may be 
done de jure,and Phylical as to that which 
may be done de fafo. God is pertectly 
free both ways ; Ethically, becauſe under 
no Law bat the Perfection of his own Na- 
ture, and Phyſically, becauſe Almighty. 
Man 1s not Ethically free, becauſe under 
a Law; nor yet altogether Phyſically free, 
for ſome things he cannot do, if he never 
ſo much will the doing thereof, becauſe 
[1 they 


they are not within his power. Libertas(as 
the learned Camero hath it) eſt facultas fa- 
ciendi quod libet , or more largely , fa- 
cultas qui quis tanium poſſit quantum velit, 
tantumque velit quantum eſſe volendum ju- 
dicavit 3 It is that Faculty in Man, where- 
by within his own Sphere he can do as 
much as he wills, -and will as much as in 
his Underſtanding he judges fit to be will- 
'ed. Now that this is a right Definition 
of humane Liberty doth appear three 
ways. 

1. 'Tis bottomed upon Scripture. 

2. 'Tis commenſurate to the Nature of 


the thing. * : 
3. 'Tis proportionable to both the Ads 
of the Will. . 


1. 'Tis bottomed upon Scripture. In 
Scripture there are various Expreſſions 
touching Liberty, congruous to the ſeveral 
parts of this Definition. In the Definition 
Liberty is a faculty of doing, & in Scripture 
'tis 4 having a thing in our power, Ads 5.4; 
or in the power of our hand, Gen. 1. 29. In 
the Definition 'tis a faculty of doing as 
much as we will, and in Scripture 'tis 4 do» 
ing according to our will, Dan.11.36. Or all 
that is in our heart, 2 $Sam.7.3. In the Defi- 
nition 'tisa power of willing as much as ig 
our 1 


i 
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aur Underſtanding we judge fit to be will- 
ed, and in Scripture 'tis doz7g what is rrg7t 
- tr our own eyes, Judg.17.6, or what ſeemcth 
good and meet unto ws, Fer.26.14. Thus all 
the Definition is founded on Scripture, 

2. This Definition is commenſurate to 
the Nature of Liberty. What is Liberty 
in Man inthe full compaſs of it, but that 
whereby he becorhes #&gios * mpdfecs ate, 
Lord of his own ad, arid ſuch he truly 1s, 
when within his own line he can do as 
much as he will, and will as much as in hts 
Underſtanding is fit to be willed. When 
the Scripture paints out that glorious 75 
vrrfsno, or ſupreme Liberty in God, what 
doth itfay, but that he worketh all things 
according to the connſel of his own will, Eph, 
1.11. and doth what he pleaſcth in heaven 
and earth, Pſal.135.6. Whetefore if a man 
can work according to the counſel of his 
Wil, and do what he pleaſeth with- 
In his own Sphere, he muſt needs be truly 
free, and ſo much is allowed by this De- 
haition. 

3. This Definition is proportionableto 
both the Ads of the Will. There is AT 4 
imperatus,an Act commanded by the Will, 
ſuch as Speaking or Walking, or the like z 
there is Aus elicitus, an At produccdin 
I1 2 the 
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the WilLſuch is the Act of willing. Now 
quoad AF um imperatum,theDetinition ſays, 
that a Man can do as much as he wills; 
and quoad ATum elicitam, it ſays, that he” 
can will as much as he judges ht to be will- 
ed, Theſe two Acts muſt be carefully 
diſtinguiſhed, for the Will is not alike free 
in both : As to the imperate Act, the Will 
is the Miſtreſs and Commandreſs of that, 
that procedes from it per modum imperii, 
and it is truly ſaid to be done quia volu- 
muzszbut as.to the elicite AG .theWill 15not 
properly the Miſtreſs or Commandreſs of 
that, that procedes not from it per modun 
imperit ; for then it ſhould be Aus impe- 
ratus rather than elicitus 5 neither can we 
be ſaid truly to will quia velumas,for lo the 
ſame Act of willing ſhould be the Caule of 
it ſelf : Wherefore the Liberty of the Will, 
as tothe ACt of willing, doth not conſi{t 
in a Sclt-motion, for the Will doth not 
move it ſelf, To which purpoſe I hall 
quote two teſtimonies, one out of Camero, 
Nulla mera potentia ſemetipſam propellit in 
alum ; quicquid enim ejuſmodi ett, id in 
au eſſe neceſſe eſt. Voluntas antem (id eſt, 
volendi facultas )mera potentia eſt 3 ergo non 
poteſt ſemetipſam excitare ad agendum : Si 
enim hoc facit, facit per aliquem adnms at 


quod 


Of the Work of Conwerſion. 485 
quod eft in mera potentia, illad non agit. 
And againz Non poteſt dici que ſit Volun- 
tatis ſeipſam determinantis a0; non eſt vo- 
litio ipja, ei enim volitio ipſe terminus 3 
ergo non ipſa determinatio. Another out 
of the French Divines in their Theſes Sal- 
murienſes ; Nulla potentia ſeſemet educit in 
aFim ; Senſus moventur a rebus ſenſibilibus, 
Phantaſiea a phantaſmatibus, IntelleFus ab 
objetis intelleFnalibus, locomotiva a Volun- 
tate,voluntas quipote 4 ſeipſa? And indeed, 
if the Will do move it ſelf to. the Act of 
Willing, then ( becauſe it cannot move it 
ſelf, as quieſcent) it muſt move it ſelf by 
ſome Act, and what is that ACt but an Att 
of willing? Therefore by an Act of will- 
ing it moves it ſelf to an Ad of Willing, 
which is very abſurd. Wherefore the Will 
1s free in the At of willing, not in reſpe&t 
of its Selt-motion, but in reſpett of its ly- 
bency and ſpontaneity 3 what it wills, it 
doth incoattively will according to the 
dictate of the Underſtanding, Now this 
being the-true Nature of Liberty, the de- 
termination of the Will by the Under- 
ſtanding doth not overthrow it ; for (not- 
withſtanding this determination ) Man is 
free (till, becauſe he can, within his own 
Sphere, do as much as he wills, and will as 
Ii 3 much 


- 4 onver On, 


at 4 as he judgeviit to be willed.” "His 
Will is free, becaule in its imperate Ads 
It commands what it pleaſes, and in 1ts &- 
licite Ads, it wills what it wills ſpontane- 
oulyy; , according to the dictate of the Un» 
derſtanding ; therefore the determination 
of the will by the Underſtanding doth 
not at all deſtroy the Nature of Liberty. 

Thus paſſing over the ſecond £xere, I 
procede tothe third. + 

Dnere 3. Whether the Work of Con- 
verſion be wrought in. an irreliſtible 


way ? 
(1 am for the Affirmative in a right ſence. 
A work may be ſaid to be done irreliſtibly 


two ways 3 cither when there js no reſiſt- 
ance at all ; thus the Apoltle ſaith, ye have 
killed the juſt, and he doth not reſiſt you, 
Jan.5.6, that is, not relilt at all ;, or elſe 
when there is no ſuch reſiſtance as to im- 
pede the work; thus they were not able to 
reſiſt the wiſdom and (pirit of wg yy Ads 
6.10. there's an itreliſtibility 5 byt what 
without any reſiſtance at all? No, they 
diſputed againit him with might and main, 
but becauſe their diſputes could not im- 
pede his work in propagating the Goſpel, 

therefore it is ſaid, that rbey were not able 
tg reſiſt bin. Thus when I ſay that Con- 
verſion 
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verſion is wrought in an jrrefiſtible way, 
I mean not, that there is no reſiſtance at 
all,- for even in the Regenerate there is 
fleſh luſting againſt the ſpirit, the old Man 
and the new {trugle in the ſame Faculties, 
like Eſau 4nd Jacob in the ſame Wombsbut 
I mean, that there is no ſuch reliſtance as to 
impede the Work of Converſion. In meek» 
eſe ( faith the Apoſtle) inſtruFing thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves, if peraduenture God 
will give them repent ance,2Tim.2.25.here 18 


a refiſtance, but for all that the work will * 


be done, if God give repentance : He went 
on ( (aith the Prophet) frowardly in the way 
of his heart, but what faith God? I have 


een A ways and will heal him, Iſai. 57.17, 
18.Chere was a great refiſtance, but for all 
that God wilſheaſhim. God works Con- 
verſion in ſuch an inſuperable way, that 
(notwithſtanding all the oppoſition made 
thereunto) it doth infallibly come to pals. 
Now this I ſhall endeavour to demon» 
ſtrate firſt in general, and then in particu- 
lar with reſpeCt tothe two laſtants of Con- 
verſion. 

I. I (hall demonſtrate it in general, and 
that by theſe Arguments taken 

1. From God's EleQtion.He hath choſen 
ſome before the foundation of the World, 


Ws choſen 


Ii 4 
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choſen them to holineſs as the Way, Eph.1.4. 
and choſen thers to ſalvation as the End, 
2 Theſſ, 2.13.(But if Converſion be not 
wrought in an 1nſuperable way, how doth 
the foundation of God ſtand ſure, 2 Tim. 2. 
19 2 How is that golden Chain kept en- 
tire, Whom he did predeſtinate , them he 
called, whom he called, them ke [offs and 
- glorified, Rom.8.30 ? (Were not thele call- 
ed ones (who have Predeltination going 
- before them, and Juſtification and Glori- 
fication coming after them) called in an 
inſuperable way ? If not, the Chain can- 
not hold together. The Apoſtle makes a 
plain difference between men; he oppoſes 
thoſe of the elefHiom of grace to the i Nome), 
who wore blinded, Rom. 11.7. and thoſe on 
whom God will have mercy, to thoſe whom 
he hardens, Roms. 9. 18.(But if Converſion 
be not jrreliſtibly wrought, this difference 
falls to the ground 3 thoſe of the Election 
may be blinded, and thoſe on whom God 
hath mercy may be hardened as well as 0- 
thers : (For my part I ſhould as Toon 
believe that a little Child may put up his 
hnger and row] about the Spheres, as that 
the Will of Man may ſtay or turn afide the 
I: fluences of eleFinz Grace, 
2. From Chn'ts Redemption. If we 
conlider 
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conſider the preciouſneſs of his Blood , 
ſurely he muſt have a Body z every little 
Seed in Nature hath a Body given to it, 
and the Son of God ſowing his Blood and 
Life cannot want one : If we conſider the 
Promiſe of Gad, ſurely he muſt have a ſeed, 
I/ai.53.10. and what elſe is the Fulneſs of 
the Gentiles and the Converſion of the 
Jews,but this promiſed Seed? But if Grace 
be not wrought in an inſuperable way, 
Chriſt might ſow his Blood and Life in a 
wonderful Paſlion, and yet have no Body 
ſpringing out of it 3 nay, God might en- 
gage himſelf in the Promiſe of a Seed, and 
yet nothing at all come of it zUf the Grace 
of God be refiſtible, lieve muſt _be asked 
of Man's will, that Chriſt's Blood may be 

fruitful, 3nd God's Promiſe Faithful.) 
23. From the Spirit's Work. The three 
lorious Perſons1n the ſacred Trinity ſhew 
forth themſelves in three glorious Works; 
the Father hath a ſpecial Shine in Creati- 
on, the Son in Redemption, and the holy 
Spirit in San&fication. In the firſt Work 
we have God in the World, in the ſecond 
God in the Fleſh, and in the third God in 
the Heart or Spirit. When God came 
forth in Creation, Oh! what an Heaven 
and Earth full of admirable Creatures and 
| Har- 
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Harmonies ifſaed forth > When God came 
in the Fleſh, what out-breakings of Glo- 
ry wete there? What ſparklings of the 
Deity in Miracles upon the Bodies of 
Men ? The blind received their ſight, the 
lame walked, the lepers were cleanſed, the 
deaf did hear, the dead were raiſed, and the 
Devilt were ejeFed with power : And when 
God: comes in the Heart or Spirit, what 
planting of a new heaven and a new earth 2 
How much of Glory and ſpiritual Miracle 
breaks forth in the Souls of Men? Even 
here allo the blixd receive their ſi:ht,thelame 
walk, the lepers are cleanſed, the deaf bear, 
the dead are raiſed, and the devil is caſt out 
with power. The very ſame \iracles which 
Chriſt in the fleſh did do on the Bodies of 
Men in a viſible mauner, the very ſame 
dothChrilt in the Spirit do on the Souls of 
Men in a ſpiritual way. This is the pro- 
per Work of the Spirit. to ſanftifie Mens 
Hearts4 the Spirit doth not appear any 
where inall the World ſo much as in a true 
Saint : Look into a'godly Man's Under- 
ſtanding, there's the Spirit of Revelation; 
look into his Will , there's the Spirit of 
Holineſs; look into his AﬀeCtions, there's 
the Spirit of Love and Joy 3 look intohs 
Conſcience , there's the Spirit of Conſo- 
| lation 5 
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lation z look into his Prayers, there's the 
Sprrit of Supplication ; look into his Con- 
verſation, there's the Spirit of Meekneſs 
and all Righteouſneſs, Thus the holy Spi- 
rit ſhews forth its Glory, and flows in Men 
as rivers of living water, and this Glory 
and Out-flowing is ſo precious, that before 
it came in Eſe, according to the rich 
Meaſures of Goſpel-grace, it is faid of the 
eternal Spirit, &7w 4v Nvt0ua xy, the hols 
Fpirit was not yet, Joh.7.39. as if the Spirits 
flowing in Men were a kind or _— Be- 
ing to1t. { But now after all this, if Cons» 
verſibu be not wrought in an inſtiperable 
way, the holy Spirit may be barred out of 
every Heart, and then how ſhall his work 
be done? Where thall his Glory and ſpi- 
ritual Miracles appear ? The Father hath a 
World to appear 1n, the Son hath Fleſh to 
tabernacle in, but poſſibly the holy Spirit 
can get never an Heart to inhabit in, ne- 
vera Temple to fill with his Glory ; the 
holy Spirit would tabernacle with Men, 
| but what if the Iron-ſinew in the Will will 
not come out? What if the Stone in the 
heart will not break 2 Then the holy Spt- 
rit is robbed of his Glory. But is this ſo 
ſtrange a thing (will you ſay? ) What ſaith 
holy Stephen £ Te ſtiff-necked and uncir- 
| | | eumciſed 
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- oe in heart and ears, you do always re- 
ſoit the holy Ghoſt, as your fathers did, ſo do 
ye, Ads 7.51. To whichT anſwer, That 
the Spirit may be ſaid to be reſiſted two 
ways; Cither as it is in the external Mint- 
ſtry, or as it comes in the internal Opera- 
tions: It may be ſaid to be reſiſted in the 
external Miniſtry 3 He that deſpiſeth you, 
deſpiſeth me, (aith Chriſt, Luk. 10. 16. He 
ther deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not man but God, 
faith the Apoſtle, r Theſ.4.8. When there- 
fore it is aid, that they reſiſted the holy 
Ghoſt, the meaning is not that they reſiſt- 
ed him as to his internal Operations, but 
that they reſiſted him as to the external 
Miniſtry : This appears by the Context, 
for they reſiſted him as their fathers did,ver, 
51. and how was that? The next Verſe 
tells us, Which of the Prophets hawe not your 
fathers perſecuted, Ver.5 2? Their reſiſtance 
of the Spirit was in perſecution of the Pro- 
phets. But you'l ſay, Might they not alſo 
reſiſt him as to his internal Operations? I 
anſwer ; ſo much doth not appear in the 
Text ; but however the internal Operati- 
ons of the Spirit are twofold ; ſome are for 
the production of common Graces, ſome 
for the produCtion of ſaving Graces,ſuch as 
the new Heart and rew Spirit, Now if the 
holy 
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+ holy Ghoſt may be reſiſted as to the for- 


mer Operations,yet it cannot as to the lat- 
ter ; for in theſe it takes away the heart 
of Stone, the reliſting Principle, and gives 
an Heart of Fleſh capable of divine Impref 
l1ons. 

4. God doth inſuperably remove the 
Obſtacles of Converlion. What, is thy 
Mind dark, nay, darknels it ſelf 2 God can 
command the light out of darkneſs and ſhine 
into the heart,2 Cor.4.6. Is thine Eardeaf? 
He can ſay Ephatha to it, and ſeal inſtrudti- 
en, Job 33.16. Is thy Heart hard and ſto- 
ny ? He can take away the ſtony beart, and 
in the room of it give an heart of fleſh, Ezek, 
36.26. Is thy Heart barred and ſhut up a- 
gainſt God ? He can oper it as well as Ly- 
dia's, As 16. 14. he opens and none can 
ſat, Rev. 3.7. Doth thy Will hang back? 
He can draw thee, Joh. 6. 44. and reveal 
fuch day of power upon thy heart as ſhall 
make thee truly willing, P/al.110.3. Doſt 
thou go on'frowardly in the way of thy 
heart 2? Yet he can ſee thy way and heal thee, 
T/ai.57.17,18. Doſt thou oppoſenhe pre- 
cious Goſpel? Yet peradventure be will 
give thee repentance, 2 Tim. 2. 25, What» 
ever the Obſtacle be, he can remove it,he 
can calt down Tv» iWawua, every beight in 
the 
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the heart, 2 Cor. 10.5. and then what Ob- 
ſtactes can remain ? Now it Gad do inſu- 
perably remove the Obſtacles of Converti- 
on, then he doth inſuperably produce the 
Work of Converſion. | 
*5. If God do not work Converſion in 
an inſuperable way, then what doth he 
produce towards it but a mere poſſe conver- 
tere? According to the Remonſtrants Do- 
Ctrine, he doth not infule Habits or vital 
Principles of Grace, neither will they in 
plain direct terms aſſert, that he doth pro» 
duce actual Converſion ; what then doth 
he produce towards it but a mere poſſe con- 
wertere ? and is not a poſſe peccare from him 
48, Erect, Ari allo ? Voluntatems ( (ay the 
3&4. * Remonltrants) comitatur 
proprietas inſeparabilis,quam 
libertatem vocamus, aqua Voluntas dicitur 
eſſe potentia, que poſttis omnibus prerequi- 
ſtis ad be neceſſariis, poteſt velle 
nolle,ant velle & non velle. And again;Sem- 
per & in omni ſtatit bujus vite ( ubi legiſla- 
tro, premiornm weak” penarum imtermi- 
natio, h&tationes, preces & ſpmilia locunt 
habent Yooluit Dews libeftatem Voluntati ad- 
eſſe, qui objeFi ab intelleFu monitratit vel- 
le poteſt'&- nolle,aut velle © non velle, Surt- 
Iy if the Nature and inſeoarable Proper- 


ty 
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ty of the Will be ſuch, and-ſauch by the 
Will of God, then according to the Re- 
monſtrants Dodtrine, a poſſe pectare is from 
God asthe Author of Nature, as well as 
'a poſſe convertere is from him as the Author 
ot Grace 3 and by conſequence it follows, 
that he doth aQ as far towards Tranſgreſ- 
ſion, as towards Converlion. No, by no 
means,wzll you ſay, it cannot be 3 for, God 
by his Commands, Promiſes and} the Spi- 
rit's Motions doth promote Converftion, 
but by his Prohibitions, Threatnings and 
the Spirit's Counter-motions doth beat 
back Tranſgreflion. Very well : theſe 
things ſhew that God's Actings touching 
Converſion and Tranſgrefiion are not the 
ſame as to the Manner, nevertheleſs they 
ſtill remain the ſame as to the Terminas or 
produtt : For after all the Commands, 
Promiſes and Motions towards Converſi- 
on, [till the Terminus or Produdt is but a 
poſſe convertere 3 and notwithſtanding all 
the Prohibitions, Threatnings and Moti- 
ons againſt Tranſgrefſion, {till there is the 
Terminss or Product of a poſſe peccare, and 
by confequence he ads as far towards 
Tranſgreſton as towards Cogverſion. Will 
you yetreply, that God gives a poſſe con-' 
verftere, and without this, Man could not, 
convert, 
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convert,, and when he doth atually con- 
vert, God concurrs thereunto. I an- 
ſiyer, that according to the Remanſtrants 
Doctrine,God gives a poſſe peccare allo,and 
without this, Man could not fin ; and when 
he doth attually fin, God concurrs to the 
material A& thereof, and where then is 
the Difference ? By the Doctrige of reſi» 
ſtible Grace God ſeems to att as far to- 
wards Tranſgreſhion as towards Conver- 
lion. 

6. If God do not work Converſion in 
an inſuperable way, then he works itina 
dependent way, putting Man's Will in £- 
quilibrio, asit were 1n an caven Ballance, 
that it may tura or not turn to God ad pla- 
citum. Now that this laſt is none of God's 
Method clearly appears, becauſe God (as 
beſcems his infinite Wiſdom ) works Con- 
verſion in ſuch a way,as is molt depreſſive 
of the Creature,and exaltative of himſelf ; 
the Man (whom he indeed converts )doth 
lick the Duſt ; the fountain of Blood in 
his Nature is broken up, and the ſuper- 
fluity of Naughtineſs in his Life ſet in or- 
der wo him ; he falls down in ſclf-ab- 
horrencies, and cannot deny but that he 
s a Bealt in his ſenſual Sins, and a Devil in 
his ſpiritual 3 he perceives his ſpiritual Po- 
verty 
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yerty to be extreme; ſo many thouſand 
Talents owing ro divine Juſtice, and. no» 
thing at all to pay 3 a ſhameful nakednels 
in his Soul, and not a rag of Righteout- 
neſs to cover it 3 as a wrerched halt-dam- 
ned Creature down he goes to the brink 
of Hell, and from thence he hath a pro- 
{pet of Heaven 5 down he goes into the 
Abyſs of his own Nullity.and from thence 
hath (ome glimpſes of Chriſt's Allneſs. His 
firſt. breath of ſpiritual Life 1s a groaning 
under the weight of Sin: Oh! the intt- 
mate love of Sin, ſays he, 'twill never out 
unleſs my heart be brokef all to pieces 3 
Oh ! the obdurate Stone in my Heart, 1t 
cannot be mollifed but by Almighty 
Grace z Oh! my dead Heart, ndthing can 
_Y It but «reſarre#jon 3 Oh! my n0- 
thingneſs in Spirituals, there muſt be 4 
creation, or I ſhall never be any thing 3 
Oh ! the miſerable down-caſt, when 1 fell 
from God into my (clf, Ican never get up 
again unleſs I be unhinged and hf a 
unleſs the Spirit lift me up out of my own 
Ineſs and Egoity 3 Oh! that I were once 
out of my own carnal Reaſon, and i» the 
light of hife, that I were once out of mine 
own rebellious Will and in the will of God; 
if ever [live, 'tis not 7 but Chriſt in me, if 
K& cver 
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ever labour, 'tis: mot I but Grace in me; 1 
"% canwrite an{ /]upon nothing but my fins 3 
(055i ever I be true to God, 'tis the holy an- 
ointing ; if ever I be willing, 'tis the day 

of God's power. Oh the Crofs-bars in my 

rſe Heart, none can ſhoot them back 

the Almighty fingers; Oh! the Plague 

of Apoſtalic in my lying Heart, nothing 

can heal it but the hol union 5 tt 

God do not- write his Law in my heart, 

there will be nothing but wickedneſs 

there; if he do not let down ſome ho- 

ly -Fire into my AfﬀeGtions , there will . 

be nothing butEarth there. Fleſh is Graſs, 

and God Glory ;{Mannothing, and Crace 

all z God's Mercy FT, ind the Willer or 

Runner nothing; God's Encreale is 21l,and 

the Planter or Waterer nothing. Thus in 

, Converſion all glorying is cut off, and 
, pride ſtained 3(God as a 1s very high 
upon his Throne e Grace, and Man 

as Man very low upon the Dunghill of his 
own baſeneſs : The little ones enter into 
the Land of Promiſe,zLe poor are evangeliz.- 
ed,the dry Wilderneſs gapes for diſtilla- 
tions of Grace, the poor weeping ſoul ( which 
bears the precious ſeed of Selt-nothingne(s, 
and mourns after a ſupply from free Grace 


alone)(hall be ſure of the beef u_y * 
FP « airs 
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laſt.Bur now if God in workingCotverfion 
doth only put the Will in equilibrio, whe- 
ther it will'turn or not, then the Method 
is quite another thing : Lienot, O Man, 
upon thy face, 'ſhake off the duſt of Crea- 
tare-weaknefs, 'ralk no more of thy po- 

-verty and wretchedneſs, cry not our for a 
ReſurreQtion or Creation, trouble not the 
Almighty Spirit and Grace, all'sin thine 
own power already ; will, and live for e- 
ver in the ſweat of thine own improve» 
ments, nill, and 'all the power of Grace 

. cannot change thee 3 will, and take the 

Crown of thy ſelf-differencing Glory,mM, 
and all the breathings and: inlpirations of 
the holy Spirit muſt fly away from the 
Birth and from the Womb, Adam left thee 
in the common Maſs, God gives thee the 
common Grace ; but thou, O Man, muſt 
make thy ſelf differ from others by a right 
uſe of thar Grace which the new Be- 
ate vite firmameutum eft ſibi fidere ;, truſt 
in thy own heart, thy way is in thy ſelf 5 thy 
Will is the great Umpire, whether thou 
wilt be God's or not : After all the ſwaſt- 
ons of Precepts and Promiſes, after crea« 
ting and quickning Grace hath done its 
utmoſt, after the hving Spirit hath tried 
to write the Law in thee 3 ſhall all this be 

Kk 2 fome- 
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ſomething or nothing ? Shall the newCrea- 
ture come forth or not ? Which ſhall abide 
in thy Heart, Law or Luſt 2 Thou thy ſelf 
muſt determine the buſineſs z God made 
the Heart and all the Wheels therein, but 
the Motion is thine own 3 Chriſt hath all 
the power in Heaven and Earth, but the 


Ts Turn 1s in thine own hand alone. 


Thus according to this Dolrine , Man is 
exalted mdoal is abaſed ; free Will hath 
the Throne, and free Grace waits upon 
her. (Man in his firſt Tranſgreſſtion would 
have been aGad in his Underſtanding,and 
now-in his Converſion he becomes one * 
in his Will, turning the Scale of Grace 
one way or other as - pleaſeth 

2. Having proved in general that God 
works Converlion in an inſuperable way, 
I procede to prove it in particular with 
reſpeCt tothe two Inſtants of Converſion. 

. I. Asto the firſt Inſtant,God works the 
Habits or Principles of Grace in an inſu- 
perable way z and to make this appear, 

1, Let us compare them with the Re- 
monſtrants poſſe convertere, They (becauſe 
they would awn ſomewhat more than 
mere moral Grace in Regeneration ). tell 
us, potentian credendi ante omnia conferri 
dicunns per irreſiitibilem gratiam, Now if 


the 
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the poſſe convertere be wrought in an inſu- 
perable way, why ſhould not the Habits 
or Principles of Grace be ſo wrought, how 
is the Wills Liberty impeached by the one 
more than by the other 2 Which way can 
the Will refiſt the infuſion of the onemore 
than of the other? I know no difference 
between them'4s to theſe things: Where« 
fore (\uppoſing' what I have proved be- 
fore, that there are ſuch Habits of Grace) 
it follows that they are wrought in an in- 
faperable way. 

2. There is in Man's Soul an obedienti- 
al Capacity to receive the Habits or Prin- 
ciples of Grace; there is a Capacity, and 
therefor God (who fills all things) can 
fill it 3 there 1s an obediential Capacity, 
and therefore God, when ever he fills it, 
fills it in'an inſuperable way : for this obe- 
diential Capacity is no other than thar, 
whereby the Soul, as to the receiving of 
gracious Principles.ſtands in obedience to 
God's power,and as it ſtands in obedience 
to God's power, it cannot reſiſt, To have 
an Obedienrial Capacity and not ſtand in 
obedience to God's power, is one Contra- 
dition, and to ſtand in obedience to Gods 
power and yet to reſiſt,is another : Where» 
fore the Soul receiving gracious Principles 
Kk 3 from 
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from God in its obediential Capacity, rey 
ceives them in ſuch a way as excludes rey 
filtance. Add hereunto, that if the infuli- 
on of gracious Principles can be hindred, 
then it muſt be hindred either by the hay 
bitual pravity of the Soul, or by the final 
AQ of the Will; but neither of theſe can 
do it : not the habitual pravity of the Soul, 
for then it ſhould hinder always and in all 
perſons ; forit js in all, and whileſt it is 
there, it hinders, and whileſt it hinders, 
jt cannot be removed, becauſe there ig'no 
other way of removing it but by thoſe gra- 
cious Principles,and by conſequence there 
ſhould beno Capacity at all in the Soul to 
receive gractous Principles 3 nox- yet can 
the finful At of the Will hinderit,for the 
Will doth not receiye gracious Principles 
by its AQ, and thoſe which it doth not re- 
ceive by its A,it cannot refuſe by its At; 
but it receives them in its obediential Ca- 
pacity , and therefore in an inſuperable 
way. 

* 3. The Covenant of Grace evidences 
this to us. I ſhall inſtance in two famous 

lacesz the one isthat, A new heart will I 
give you, and a new ſpirit will I put within 
you, I will take away the ſtony heart out of 
Jour fleſh, and give you an heart of fleſh; I 


" will 
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will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you 
to walk in my ſtatutes, E2ck.36.26,27; The 
other is that, 7 will put my Laws in their-in- 
ward parts, and write them in their hearts; 
and will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
people, Jer.31.33. Theſe Promiſes do molt 
fignally ſet forth the produdtion of gract- 
ous Principles ; here's the Principles them- 
ſelves, a new heart and anew ſpirit ; here's 
the principal efficient of them, zhe boly 
Spirit of God ; here's a remotion of the 
Obſtacles unto them, the [taking away the 
heart of ftone 5; here's the next immediate 
Capacny. of receiving them, | ax heart of 
fleſb 5 here's the way or manner of produ- 
cing them, 4 writing the Law in the heart 5 
here's the ffectnal Fuirfalnek of them, 's 
cauſing to walk in God's ſtatutes 5 and here's 
the crown or glory of all, God will be their 
God and they jbis people. Now when there 
18a Worker ſuch as the Almighty Spirit, a 
Remotion of the Obſtacles ſuch as the 
Stone of hardne(s, an immediate Capaci- 
ty ſuch as an Heart of fleſh,a way of Work- 
ing ſuch as the intimate Impreflion of 
Truth, a Fruit proceding ſuch as Obedi- 
ence to God's Statutes, and a Crown of 
all ſuch as an Intereſt in God 3 How can 
the Grace be leſs than inſuperable? You 
Kk 4 will 
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will ſay, Theſe Promiſes were not made 
tothe Gentiles, but to the Jews, and not 
to any fingular perſons among them, but 
to the whole Nation. I anſwer ; Theſe Pro+ 
miſes extend nat only to the Jewes but 
ta the Gentiles 5 for theſe are Promiſes of 
Grace founded in Chriſt,and in Chriſt Jew 
and Gentile-are al! oze, Gal, 3. 28. fo one, 
that the Gentiles are of the ſame body and 
partakers of the promiſe, Eph. 3.6. ladeed 
before the middle Wall of Partition was 
broken down, they were ſtrangers from 
the covenant of promiſe ; but that being 
gone, they are fellow-beirs partaking of the 
xoot aud fatnefs of the Olive, | Neither do 
theſe Promiſes extend 40 all the Nation of 
the Jews. but to the true Ifrael, the cleft 
People of God, whether they be Jews or 
Gentiles; for in them only are theſe Pro- 
miſcs fulfilled : Had theſe been made to 
all a} prom. the true God would have 
fulalled them in every Jew. You will fay, 
No, God's Fruth doth not exact ſuch a 
performance, for he promiſed todo theſe 
things not ablolutely but conditionally, 
ſo as men did not refit the operations of 
his Grace, T anſwer; If God only promiſe 
thcle things ſhall be done, ſo as men do 
not rcflilt, then theſe Promiſes run thus ; 


It 
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{f thy ſtony Heart do not reſiſt, I will give 
thee an Heart of Fleſh ; ifthy old Heart do 
not refift, I will give thee a new one; if 
thy own ſpirit do not reſiſt, 1 will give 
thee my Spirit 3. and if the Law of Sin do 
notreh(t, I will give my Laws into thy 
Heart. Which Interpretation doth utter- 
ly evacuate the Glory and Power of thefe 
Promiſes; for to be ſure that Stone, that 
old Heart, that Spirit of our: own, "that 
Law of Sin in us, will (what it can) refiſt 
the operations of Grace, You will ſay, 
God gives unto Man a poſſe convertere,a fu- 
pernatural Faculty whereby he is able to 
turn unto God : Now God promiſes to do 
theſe things, not ſo as men it! their mere 
Naturals Jo not reſiſt, but fo as men fur- 
mſhed with that ſupernatural power do 
not refiſt. I anſwer ; two things overthrow 
this Interpretation. 

1. In the Text it ſelf there is not a tittle 
of ſuch a Condition of Norw-reſiſtency,nor 
of ſuch a ſupernatural Power'of Converli- 
on 3; nay on the contrary, in ſtead of the 
Condition of Non-refiſtency, it ſpeaks of 
— heart (which is a Principle of Re- 
iſtency ) to be removed z inſtead of a fu- 
pernatural power of Converſion, it 1m- 
plies an old Leart)which is powerleſs in the 
things of God) to be made new. 2. 7f 
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-'2, If God promiſe to do theſethings 6 
as' men, furniſhed with ſupernatural power 
of Converſion, do not reſiſt; then there is 
fuch a' ſupernatural power in men before 
thee things be wrought in them, that is, 
before there be anew or ſoft Heart,whileſt 
the Heart is old and ſtony, there is ſuch a 
ſapernatural power in them; which aflerti- 
onis, as I take it, | 
+1. Again Scripture; that divides all 
men/into two ranks, they are clear or un+ 
clean, new creatures or old, ſpiritual men 
born of the- ſpirit, or natural men _— 
the fleſh 3 but this Aſſertion uſhers in a mid- 
dle ſort of men ſach as hang by a poſſe con+ 
wertere between Nature and Grace ; with 
the natural man they have an old ſtony 
Heart, and' with:the ſpiritual man they 
have a- new ſupernatural Power $ in the 
frame of their Heart they are, no better 
than natural, and in their ſupernatural 
Power they are little leſs than ſpiritual. 
-''2-; Tis againſt Reaſon, All Powers in 
the rational Soul flow out of Life ; the 
Power of knowing and embracing natural 
good things flows,out of the natural Life 
of the Soul, and: the power of believing 
and receiving ſpiritual good things flows 
oat of the ſupernatural Life of the _ 
ut 
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but this Aſſertiona ſuppoſes a ſupernatural 
Pawer of Converſion without any vital 
Rootz nothing of a new; Heart or Spirit, 
and yet a ſupernatural Power of Conver- 
Gon: Wherefore rejecting theſe Interpre- 
tations I conclude, that'thoſe Promiſes im- 
port the production of gracious Principlcs 
in an infuperable way.-: oboe 

4. The Produdtion of gracious Princi- 
ples is in Scripture ſet out. in ſuch. gloripus 
ticles as do.import inſuperableGrace, 'fis & 
creation, Eph,2.10. 'tis 4 gexeration, Jame.1, 
18. 'tis « reſarreGion,Eph.2.5,61 ths a tratti- 
on, Joh. 6.44. tis an opening of the heart; Ad, 
16.1 4.'tis a trenſlation intoChriſhs kingdom, 
Col.1.+3. Naw if this be abt inſuperable 
Grace, then there may be. a Creation on 
God's part,and no new Creature 0n;mans 3 | 
a Generation on Gods'part, and no Child 
of Gracg,on many; a Reſurredion on-Gads 
part, and aQthing quickened on mans 3, 4 
Traction on Ggds part, and nothing corm- 
ingon mans 3 ay Opening oa Gods part, 
oandallſbut.on ,mans.z and a Tranflation 
onGod's part, and no Remove at all--on 
mans;z and why then ſhould ſuch ſtately 
names of Power be. ſet on the head of re» 
liltible Grace? You'l ay, all theſe are but 
Metaphors; very well, but Metaphors are 

, Metaphors, 
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Metaphors, that is,they carry in them ſome 
image or reſemblance of the things them- 
ſelves, but there is not the leaſt ſhadow of 
likeneſs or ſitniſitude between theſe things 
and reſiſtibleGrace. What ſhadow of Crea- 
tion in that which a Creature may fru- 
ſtrate > What of Generation in that which 
produces nothing at all > What of Reſur- 
re&ion when the Uead need not riſe? What 
of Traction when there is no coming upon 
it > What of Opening when there is a Heart 
(till (hut up ? What of Tranſlation 'wherr 
there is no reniove by it? Take away the 
infallible Efficacy of Grace, and it can be 
none of all theſe, no, not ſo much as me- 
taphorically, becauſe it -hath no print of 
likeneſs thereunto. | 

5. The Scripture doth not only ſet out 
Converſion under theGlory of Metaphors, 
but in plain rerms it ſtiles-it a Work' of 
Power ; the Goſpel comes in power and in 
the holy Ghoſt, 1 Theſ. 1. 5. and in the de- 
monſtration of the Spirit and power, 1 Cor. 
2.4. there is Power in it, nay; excellency of 
power, 2 Cor. 4.7. nay, <Hpcdmoy wiyedO- 
exceeding greatneſs of power, and exrey4« 7H 
KedTes Þ igtes, the working of the might of 
power, ſuch as raiſed np Jeſws Chriſt from 
the dead, Eph. 1; 19.20: The entire words 
| runs 
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runs thus 3 What is the exceeding greatneſs 
of his power towards us who believe accord- 
ing to the working of his mighty power,which 
he wrought in Chriſt when he raiſed him from 
the dead: the Apoltle here doth not only 
denote Gods Power towards Believers, 
but alſo Gods Power in making them ſuch. 
As there is exceeding greatneſs of power to» 
wards Believers, ſo thoſe Believers did be- 
lieve according to the working of his mighty 
power ſuch as raiſed up Chriſt from the dead. 
Every way a Believer .in fieri and in fa&o 
ee is ſurrounded with Power and excel- 
ent greatneſs of Power; Oh! what rare 
Eloquence? what high ſtrains .are here? 
Too much and too high in all realon for 
reſiſtible Grace: If the weakneſs of God 
be ſtronger than Man, ſurely the Power of 
God in its might and excellency put forth 
fo the produttion of gracious Principles 
cannot be reſiſted and overcome by him. 
6. The Heart which bath gracious Prin- 
ciplesin it is God's Tabernacle, and all 
God's Tabernacles have been built ina 
ſure way, ſuch as cannot fail of the Effe@, 
God (beſides the natural Tabernacle of his 
Eternity)hath in his condeſcending Grace 
been rleaſed to have three Tabernacles 


built for him 3 firſt he had « »or/dly taber- 


nacle 
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nacle or ſan@uary, Heb. 9.1. 4nd then iob- 
Yo, be tabernacled in our fleſh, Joh. 1. 14. 
and laſt of all, he hath a tabernacle inthe 
Hearts of men, 4, ſan&uary, E>MWN in the 
midſt of them, that is, in the midſt of their 
Hearts, Ezek, 37.26. the Heart,which hath 
gracious Principles in it; is God's Taber- 
nacle: Hence God ſays, eomvou, 7 will in- 
dwell in them, 2. Cor.6.16. Now God him- 
ſelf undertook that all theſe Tabernacles 
ſhould be built : As for the firſt, God took 
care to have it made exaGtly to a Pin; as 
for the ſecond, God engaged that a Vir- 
gin ſhould conceive and bring forth Imza- 
nel ; vas for the third, God binds himſelf 
in a Promile fo raiſe up the tabernacle of 
David, Amos 9g. 11. that is, to convert the 
Geatiles ; for ſo itis interpreted, AF: 15. 
14, 15, 16. New Creatures are the tager- 
nacle of David ; there is David the Man 
after God's own Heart ; there Chriſt, the 
true David, dwells in the Heart by Faith 
and Love. Again, God ſays, I will ſet my 
ſan@uary in the midit of them, Ezek.37.26, 
that is, I will by my ſanQifying Grace turn 
their Hearts into an holy place for my 
own habitation. Moreover, all the Ta- 
bernacles of God have been made in a 
ſure way, becauſe they have been thade 
through 
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throngh the overſhadowing preſence of 
the holy Spirit. As for the fir{t,the Maſter- 
workman of it was Bezeleel, a man (as his 
name imports) in the ſhadow of God, filled 
full ores 8pirit of God, in all wiſdom for 
the doing ofthe work. As for the ſecond, 
there is a Bezaleel too, the holy Ghoſt comes 
upon, and the power of the highei# overſha« 

ows the bleſſed Virgin, and ſo the holy 
thing, the pure fleſh of Chriſt, was formed 
in her Womb, Lk. 1. 35. And as for the 
third,there Bezaleel again; they that dwell 
12 i»: his ſhadow ſhall return, Hoſ.14.7. the 
holy Ghoſt comes upon the Soul, and the 
power of free Grace overſhadows it, and 
and fo Chriſt or the holy thing is formed 
therein. What is ſaid of the Apoſtles as 
to their ſacred FunCtion , The holy Ghoſt 
came wpon them, Ads 1. 8. the ſame is true 
of all true Chriſtians as to their ſpiritual 
Generation : Thus whileſt Peter ſpake, the 
holy Ghoſt fell on them, As 10. 44. by his 
Grace making them an habitation of God: 
Lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midſt of 
thee, Zach.2.10, he comes by his Spirit,and 
makes their Hearts a Sanctuary for himſelf: 
[Thus this Tabernacle is built in a ſure 
way, becauſe pitched by God himſelf; but 
now 1t all the Operations of Grace be re- 
fiſtible 
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fiſtible,what becomes of this Tabernacle > 
God may raiſe and raiſc by all the Opera- 
tions of his Grace, and yet the Tabernacle 
not go upz the holy Ghoſt may overſha- 
dow mens Souls,and yet noChriſt be form- 
edjn them; a holy place in mens Hearts 
may be ſought for the Lord, and none at 
all found. All theſe precious Promiſes of 
condeſcending Grace may fall to the 
ground. You will ſay, What remedy for 
all this? God will not dwell in men whe- 
ther they will or not : Very true; but if 
Almighty Power cannot make men will- 
ing, what can do it ? Chriſt received gifts 
for men, yea, for the rebellious alſo, that the 
Lord God might dwell among them, Pſal.68. 
18, Obſerve, 'tis for the rebellious jo 3 not 
that God doth dwell in them as ſuch, but 
that by his gifts of Grace he turns rebel- 
lious Hearts into gracious, and ſo comes 
and dwells in them as his own Tabernacle. 
Wherefore I conclude that God works 
the Principles of Grace in an infuperable 
way. 

-4 As to the ſecond Inſtant of Conver. 
fion, God works atual Converſion alſo in 
an inſuperable way 3 ſo that ſooner or later 
it always takes effect, And this will ap- 
pear 
1. From 
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1. From the Vitality of gracious Prin- 
ciples as backed with auxiliary Grace 
there is a divine Viyor in theſe Principles, 
theſe are. a Well of living water ready 
to ſpring up,a Seed of God ready to ſhoot 
forth, and a Beam of the divine Nature 
ready to ſparkle out 5 wherefore when 
auxiliary Grace (tirs up this Well of living 
water, bedews this Seed of God,and blows 
up this Beam of the divine Nature,itisno 
wonder at-all, that actual Converſion 
thould infallibly follow. Auxiliary Grace 
ſtirs up the Principles of Grace, theſe ſtir 
up the Soul, and that by virtue of both the 
former ſtirs up it ſelf unto attual Conver- 
ſion; and ſo attual Converſion eomes forth 
mto Being, 

2. From the Inſuperability of Grace in 
the Illumination of the Underſtanding. 
God doth enlighten the Underftandiog in 
aa irreſiltible way, he ſbines into the heart, 
he puts wiſdom into the hidden parts, who 
zeaches like him, Job 36. 22 ? He teaches 
witha ſtrong hand, Tſai. 8. 11. He teaches 
in the demonſtration of the Spirit and power, 
1 Cor. 2. 4. A Demonſtration is fuch a 
thing as cannot be reſiſted by the mind of 
Man; and of all Demonſtrations, the de- 
monſtration of the Spirit is molt invincibte. 

L1 Now 
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Now it the Underſtanding be irreſiſtibly 
enlightned, then the Will (as I have be- 
fore proved)doth infallibly follow it ; they 
that know God's name will truſt in it ; the 
rod ifcxilor will come to Jeſus Chriſt 3, truth, 
rf but rightly known, will make ws free ; true 
ifdom dwells with prudence, and praQi- 
cally leads in the way. of Righteouſ- 
neſs; *tis a Sueda to the Will, and 
draws it home to God in actual Con- 
verſion. 

3- From thoſe Scriptures which ſet 
forth God as the Author of actual Conver- 
fion. He gives 7) m54%4v, the at ual beliey- 
i#ng, Phil. 1. 29. he grants repentance unto 
life, A@s 11418. be works T* KMav, the very 
aF of willing, Phil. 2.13. he cauſes to walk 
in his ſtatutes; Ezek.36.27, In every true 
Convert there. is more than a mere 
Man , the* grace of God is to be ſeen in 
him, As 11.23. there is God in converting 
Paul,Gal.1.24. In the Temple of the new 
Creature every thing ſpeaks of his glory, e- 
very holy breath im the Will muſt 
praiſe the Lord as its Author : If God did 
not work the very Act of Willing, then 
(which I tremble to utter ) all the Prayers 
made to him for converting Grace are but 
God-mockeries ; all the Praiſes oft&red up 

V. Ur: k tg 
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to him for the ſame are but falſe Hallelu- 
jahs 3 then they which glorified God in 
converting Pax!, glorified but ati Idol of 
their own Fancy ; they which glorified 
God in the repenting Gentiles, -ATs 11. 
18. offered but a blind Sacrifice. Whetl 
we pray, that God's kingdom ſhonld come 
into onr hearts, we do not mean that God 
ſhould put our Wills i» equilibrio, but otit 
Wills ſhould be ſubdued under God's: 
When David and his People offereq 
willingly unto God, he falls into a kind of 
Extafies Who a I, and what is my people, 
I Chrox. 29.14 And, Thine, O Lord, is 
the greatneſs, and the power, 4nd the glory; 
and the vidory, Ver.11. even the vittory 0+ 
ver hearts 5 and, All things are of thee, Ver: 
14. not only our Gold and Silver, not ot- 
ly our Hearts and Wills, but our very a- 
tual Willingneſs alſo, You will fay, All 
this is true 5/ God works the very At of 
Willing, but not inſuperably, but fo as 
men do not reliſt the Work of Grace. But 
what's the meaning of this? God works 
the Will, ſo as men do not refiſt; not'to 
reſiſt is to obey : Wherefore the plain 
meaning is, God works the AR of Willin 

ſo as men do will, which is very abſiird'; 
becauſe it makes the very fame A& 
L1 2 of 
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of Willing to be the Condition of it ſelf. 
Again 3 What isit for God to work theA&t 
of Willing, ſo as men do not reſiſt, but to 
work it in a way of dependence upon 
Man's Will? and what is that but to con- 
tradict the Apoſtle, who ſaith. that God 
works the AG of willing, veg 1 & Ionia, of 
his own good pleaſure 3; it he do it of his own 
good pleaſure, ſurely not in a way of de- 
pendence upon Man's Will, but in a glort- 
ous inſuperable manner. 

4. From thole Scriptures whoſe truth is 
ſo founded upon inſuperable Grace,that it 
cannot ſtand without it. Tarn thou me, 
and I ſhall be turned, Jer.31.18. Turn us un- 
to thee, O Lord, and we ſhall be turned, Lam. 
5.21.1f Man's atual Turn do not infallibly 
follow upon God's turning Grace, what 
truth is there in theſe [ Aras ]which couple 
both together ? Other ſheep I mut bring, 
( ſaith Chriſt) and they ſhall hear my woice, 

ob.10.16. and, which agrees with it, The 
iwontionof God is ſent to the Gentiles, and 
they witt bear it, As 28. 28. What Con- 
nexion is there betwixt Chriſt's bringing 
and Man's hearing, or betwixt Salvation 
ſent and Man's hearing without inſuper- 
able Grace ? Again ; God ſays, I will put 
my Spirit within you andyou ſball live, Ezck, 
| 37+ 
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37.14. and I will put my Spirit within you, 
and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, Ezeks 
36.27. What neceſlity of Life or Obedi- 
ence inthem, if the holy Spirit be given 
in a refiſtible way? Againz God fays to 
Chriſt, Thou ſhalt call a nation, and nations 
ſhall run unto thee , Tai. 55.5. and the 
Church prays, Draw me, we'will run after 
thee, Cant. 1.4. Where's the truth of theſe 
Propoſitions, if God's calling and drawing 
do not infer Man's running ? Again Davi 

prays, Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy fta+ 
tutts, and I ſhall keep it unto the end; give 
me underſtanding, and I ſball keep thy Law; 
Pſal. 119. 33, 34. Where's the conſe+ 
quence of David's Obedience upon God's 
Teaching, if Grace beſuperable > More- 
over, God ſays, I will be as dew to Iſrael, he 
ſhall grow as the lilly, and caſt forth his roots 
as Lebanon, his branches ſhall ſpread, and 
his beauty ſhall be as the olive-tree,Hoſ,14.5, 
6. Here's [ſrael very florid,but that which 
ſecures all is infuperable Grace 3(nothing 
could hinder their ſpiritual proſperity , 
who had God for their dew ;1 EF iocking 
not Luſts ; for Ephraim (hall ſay.#kat bave 
I to do with Idols,Ver.82 not back(lidings, 
for God lays, 1 will heal their bark-ſlidings, 
Ver. 4. not barrenneſs,for God tells them, 
LI 3 from 
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from nie is thy ſrait found, Ver.8. not dead- 

neſs, for they ſhall revive a the Form and 

grow 45 the vine,Ver.7(But if the Work of 

Grace may be fruſtrated, then there 1s no 

certain root forall this holy fruit to ſtand 
upon. 

--'5. From thoſe Scriptures which ſet forth 
actual Converſion as a Work of Power, 
Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy 
power, Pſal. 110. 3. God fulfils the work, of 
F da with power, 2 Theſſ. 1,11, the Prin- 
ciple of Faith is incomplete without its 
Ad, but God by his powerful Grace aftu-. 
ates it in us. '' When our Saviour Chriſt 
told his Diſciples, that it was eaſter for 4 
camel to go through a needles eye, than for a | 
rich man to exter into Gods kingdom, they 4 
cried out with. amazement, Who ther 
car be ſaved? but our Saviour unties the 
knot thus 3 The things that are unpoſſuble 
with men, are poiſible with God, Luk. 18.24, 
25,26,27. Godby the power of his Grace 
can fetch off the World, the Camels bunch, 
from the Heart; and fo make it paſs as it [ 
were through the needles eye into the King- 
dom of. God; [But now the aflertors of q 
reſiſtible Grace may turn the words thus 3 
The things which according to the ordis | 
nary working of Grace are impoſſible with 
Y | | God, 
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God, are poſiible with Men ; that crown- 
ing Work of attual Converſion, which 1s 
too hard and heavy for God's free Grace 
is abſolved and difpatched out of hand 
by Man's free Will. In the Parable of the 
loſt Sheep,we find God going after it until 
he find it,&- then laying it upon his ſhoulders, 
Luk, 15.4,5. He goes after it in the Means 
of Grace, he finds it by the intimate In- 
ſhinings of his Spirit, and he lays it upon the 
ſhoulders of his power, that he may bring 

it home to himſelf in atual Converſion.” 
Bur now if Grace be refiſtible,the Almigh- 
ty Shoulders are only put under mans Will 
to bear it up in equilibrio, to ſee whether 
it will go home to God or not ; it may be 
it will, it may beit will not : Gods Power 
doth but attend on Man's Will as the Um- 
pire of all. 

6. From thoſe Scriptures which ſhew 
forth actual Converſion as a Conqueſt. 
Thanks be to God ( faith the Apoſtle ) of 
Ye anuedot , that triumpheth us in Chriſt, 
2 Cor.2.14. that is, that ſabdues us to the 
Goſpel, and makes us Inſtruments of his 
Grace to ſubdue others thereunto. Chriſt 
rides upon his white horſe, - the Word of 
Truth, vv z, ive vwwcy, conquering and to 
conquer, Rev. 6. 2. he leads captivity cap- 
LI 4 tive, 
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tive, P/al. 68.18. thoſe men, which were 
Captives to Sin, and Satan before, now be- 
come Captiyes to hisSpirit and Grace,and 
as Captives wftgror, be tranſlates them into 
his own kingdom,Col.1.13.he carries them a- 
-way out of the native Soil of their Corrup- 
tion,into the land of uprightnef;and(which 
further ſbews the Inſuperability of this 
Conquelt ) he birds the ftrong man and 
ſpoils his goods, Matth.12.29, he caſts down 
x0 Uay.e (ace, every height, and captivates iv ' 
Wu, every thought to the obedience of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor.10.5. and that this may be 
ſorely cffefted,there are weapops Ividle mW 
8c@, mighty to God, Ver. 4. to accomplilh 
his Will in that behalf, he circamciſes, or 
(as the Septwagint hath it) @@namxce 5, he 
purges the heart round about, Dent. 30. 6, 
He baptiſes it with the holy Ghoſt and fire, 
Matth.3.11. Fire-like he purges out the 
droſs,and converts the Heart into his own 
Nature in a glorious way ; he cauſes men 
fo walk in his ſtatutes, Ezek. 36.27, Ob! 
what words of Power? What Triumphs 
of free Grace are theſe? Here's the day of 
Gods power ;, here's the Jeruſalem above, the 
mother of true freedom. Neither is there 
any Shipwrack of humane Liberty in all 
this, for God can change the un villing 
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Will into a willing Will; or elſe (which 
Is durus ſermo ) he, that made free Will, 
cannot have mercy upon it 3 he, that made 
the Horologe of the Heart and all ts pins, 
cannot move the Wheels. {But TT God 
work Converſion in a refiſtible way, theh 
free Grace mult loſe its trumph, and free 
Will muſt take the Crown 5” free Grace 
works only a paſſe convertere,and free Will 
completes it in an aftual Converſion z free 
Grace may ſet the Will iz equilibrio, and 
that'sall, but free Will muſt do the buſt- 
neſs, and that in a (elf-glorying way, not 
in the humble poſture of the Apoſtle , 
&pogwilts, looking off from our ſelves to Jeſus 
the author and finiſher of our faith, Heb. 
12.2. but inthe proud poſture of the Pha» 
riſce, $945 Tgo5 eowrhr, flanding to himpelf}, 
Luk. 18.11. Free Grace muſt not att or 
move the Will unto actual Converlion 
for all Action or Motion of the Will, 6 
far as it is Action or Motion, is a deter- 
mination thereof, and a determination 
from Grace cannot ( a:cording to the Re« 
mon(trants Doftrine ) confiſt with the Li- 
berty of the Will : wherefore free Grace 
having ſet the Will i» equilibrio mult att 
or move no further, but leave it to move 
and determine it ſcli im attual Converſion, 
that 
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that is, in plain Terms, give upthe Crown 
and Glory of all unto it. But how abſurd 
is this? God fays, No fleſh ſhall glory init 
ſelf, and ſhall Man's Will vaunt it thus ? 
God ſays, ndltAimov, I have left or reſerved 
ſomany to my ſelf, Rome. 11. 4. and ſhall 
free Will fay 0? Chriſt's Manhood did 
not anoint it ſelf, and ſhall free Will turn 
it ſelf? God by his Grace begins to build 
a Tabernacle for the Spirit, he begins in 
the Underſtanding by [||umination, in the 
AfﬀeCtions by holy Motions, and in the 
Will by a poſſe convertere 5 and is he not 
able to finiſh-the Work by an a&tual Con- 
verhion?All Nations(faith the Prophet )are 
but as 4 duſt f the ballance to him, Iſai.40. 
15. and by theſame reaſon, all their Wills 
are but «s the duſt of the balance to his 
Will ; and ſhall' this ſmall Duſt turn the 
Scales in the weighty buſineſs of Conver- 
fion 2 Nay, ſhall it do fo, after creating, 
regenerating, quickning, captivating, con- 
quering, tranſlating, renewing, drawing, 
powerfully working Grace hath- done 
its 'utmolt 2 ' Surely it cannot be: 
Wherefore I conclude, That God 
works attual Converſion in an inſuperable 
way. 1” 
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Canverſion,l procede to the laſt thing pro. 
poſed, viz. | 1 

9nere 3. Whether the Will of God 
touching 'Converlion Ye always accom- 
pliſhed therein ? 

For anſwer whereunto, I muſt firſt lay 
down a Diltin&tion as a Foundation, God 
may be ſaid to will the Converlion ofmen 
two ways 3 either by ſuch a will as is etfe- 
Give and determinative of the Event, or 
by fach a Will as is only virtual and ordi- 
native of 'the Means tending thereunto: 
Both parts of this diſtinction are bottomed 
upon Scripture. 

r. God wills the Converſion of ſome by 
ſuch a Will as is effetive and determina» 
tiveof the Event. There are ſome cho 
ſen to holineſs, Eph. 1.4. called x7 Te gvran, 
according to purpoſe, Rom. $3.28. predeſtina- 
ted to be conformed to Chriſts image, Ver. 
29. begotten of God's own will to be (8 
fruits to him, Jam. 1.18. and within 2 
eleFion of Grace which doth ever obtein, 
Rom. 11.5,7. Touching theſe the Will of 
God is effectiveand determinative of the 
Event 7 in thete Converſion is wrought 
after an 1rreliſtibleand inſuperable man- 
ner. | 

2, God wills the Converſion of others 
by 
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ſuch a Will as is only virtual and ordina- 
tive ofthe Means tending thereunto, Thus 
God would have healed Iſrael, Ho. 7. 1. 
Thus God wills tfe tarning of the wicked, 
who yet dieth in his ſin, Ezck., 32.11. bes 
cauſe the true'tendency of the Means is to 
heal and turn'them. Thus the Apoſtle 
aſlerts, that God will have all men to be 
ſaved, and ts come to the knowledge of the 
truth, 1 Tim.2.4. In which place, asI take 
it, the word [ 47] extends further than to 
the Ele; for thoſe words of the Apoſtle 
are laid down asa ground of that Exhor- 
tation to pray for all men, Ver.1. and that 
Exhortatian to Prayer extends further 
than to the Ele : wherefore the [47] 
whom God would have tobe ſaved, being 
parallel and coextenſive to the [41] 
whom we are to. pray for, muſt allo ex- 
tend beyond theEled. Wherefore I con- 
ceive that the latter part of the words, 
viz. hap to come to the knowledge of the 
trath | is a Key to the former, wiz. | That 
God would bave all to be ſaved. God would 
have all tobe ſaved, fo far, as he would 
have all to come to the knowledge of the 
Truth, and he would have all to come to 
the knowledge of the Truth, ſo far, as he 
wills Vieans of Knowledge unto them 3 
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for the true end and tendency of the 
Meins (and that from the Will of God or-' 
daining the ſame thereunto) 1s that men 
might be turned and ſaved ; Wherefore 
in reſpe& of that Ordination God may 
be truly faid by a kind of virtual and or- 
dinative Will to: will the turning and 
Salvation of all men. This I ſhall ex- 
plain 

1. With reference to thoſe in the Bo- 
ſom of the Church. 

2. With reference to thoſe out of 
it. 
t. God by a virtual or ordinative Will 
doth will the Turning and Salvation of all 
Men within. the Boſom of the Church; 
for they have Jeſus Chriſt ſer before their 
Eyes, and what was the true End of 
Chriſt's coming, but to twrn every one from 
his iniquities, As 3.26 £ They have the 
Goſpel preached unto them ;z there we 
have God ſpreading out his hands all the 
day, ſtanding and knocking at the door of 
the heart,crying out with redoubled Calls, 
Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die £ Wooing 
and beſeeching men , be ye reconciled un- 
fo me , making his ſalvation bringing grace 
appear unto all men, even tothe Non-el 


themſelves.,aud cauſing the kingdom of God 
to 
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#0 come nigh unto men, even to ſuch as,for 
the rejetion thereof have the duſt of their 
city wiped off againit them 3 and what is the 
meaning of all this, if God no way will 
their Convertion 2 Take away God's or- 
dinative Will, and then God (as to the 
Non-elett) ſpreads out his hands of Mercy 
that he may ſhut them 3 knocks, that he 
may be barred out ; cries and beſeeches, 
that he may not be heard'z makes his 
Grace appear and Kingdom come nigh, 
that it may be rejected, and not received : 
All which is to evacuate Scripture and put 
a lye upon the offers of Grace: Neither 
will it ſalve the bufine(s, to fay, there is 
a Yoluntas ſigni in all this 3 for what is 
Voluntas ſigni, if it be not ſignim Volunta- 
tis 2 It it be only an outward Sign or Ap- 
pearance, and there be no Counterpane 
or Prototype thereof withja the divine 
Will, how is it a true Sigh ? Which way 
could it be breathed out from God's 
Heart? When God makes his great Gof- 
pel-ſupper, and ſays, Come, for all things 
are ready, he is not, he cannot be like him 
with #he evil eye, who ſaith, Eat and drink, 
but his heart is not with thee, Prov. 23. 6,7. 
No, God's Heart goes along with every 
Otter of Grace 5 he nevet calls but in a ſes 
rious 
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rious manner : And therefore unbelieving 
and impenitent Perſons are in' Seripture 
ſaid, not only to reject the Means, but - to 
receive the grace of God in vain, 2 Cor.6.1. 
to reje# the connſel of God againſt them 
ſelves, Luk, 7. 30. and to wake God 4 har 
r Foh.5.10. as if he meant not really in the 
Offers of his Son Jeſus - Chrilt;- When 
God threatned the Jews with his Judge» 
ments, they belied the Lord, and ſaid, it is 
not he,Fer.5.12. and when God offers men 
Grace in the Goſpel, wy by their Unbe- 
lief belye the Lord and fay, It i not be z 
is but only the Miniſter or outward Sign, 
God's Heart or Mind is not in it. Under 
ſuch weighty words as theſe doth the Seri- 
pture ſet out the rejeftion of means, becauſe 
of God's ordinative Will; that God who 
will one day mock at the rejeFers of kis call, 
Prov. apt: bore not now mock them in the 
Grace of his Callzthe true end of his Call is 
their Converſion,& that that end is not at- 
tained, the only Reaſon lies within them 
ſelves in their own corrupt unbelieving 
Hearts. Moreover it is worthy df our con- 
{ideration,that thoſe Scriptures(which the 
Remonſtrants urge to prove that all the 
Operations of Grace,even thoſe in the very 
Ele who actually turg unto God, are re- 
fiſtible ) 
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fiſtible ) do ſnally ſer fotth this: ordina» 
tive Will of God : As firſt they urge that 
Matth.23.37. 0 Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem ! thou 
that killeſt the Frophets and ſtoneſt them 
which are ſent pnto thee, how often would 1 
have gathercd thy children together, even as 
an ben gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not : Here, lay they, 
is rcliſtible Grace. Very well z but what 
Grace doth-the Text ſpeak of? It ſpeaks 
only of the Grace afforded to thoſe Jews 
which were never gathered or converted 
thereby, but not a tittle of the Grace 
afforded to thoſe Jews which were there-+ 
by afually gathered or converted ; and 
how then can it prove, that this latter 
Grace (of which it ſpeaks not at all ) was 
refiſtible ? If it prove this Gracereſiltible, 
it can be upon no otker ground but this 
only, That the Grace atforded to the Jews 
which were not, gathered, and the Grace 
aftorded to the Jews which were gathered 
was one and the ſame : but how can that 
be made good ? Can that Text aſſert an 
equality of Grace to both ſorts of Jews, 
which ſpeaks only of the Grace afforded 
to one of them, viz. to the ungathered 
ones? 'Tis impoſſible : But if it be not 
the Truth of the Text, is there yet any 
Truth 
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” Truth inthe thing? Hd aff the Jews e- 
qual Grace with the Jewsg7vex to Chrilf, 
with the Jews drew by the Father, with 
the Jews th5/er out of the world ? "Tis in- 
credible. '' The Remonſtrahrs allow that 
God doth- irrefiltibly enlighten the Un- 
derſtanding; excite the :Aﬀettions , arid 
muſe a poſe torvertere info the Will ; but 
was it thus with all the Jews? Were the 
blind le#ders of the blind this enlightned > 
Were the mzlicions [corners thus affe&ed ? 
Were thoſe which ron!d nbF believe, Joh: 
12.39. tridued with 'a poſe convertere 2 
It cantiot be; Whetefote this Text ſpeaks 
ing 6nlyof te Grace given'to the unga- 
chered Jews; : proves not' the Grace given 
t6 the orher® Jews to be teliftible, bur it 
genuinely proves # Will in God ro gither 
them' all under his wings of Grace 5 I fay; 
4 Will in God, for it cannot'be interpret- 
e&d of Chriſt's hiimane Witt; for the ga- 
thering willed was not only agathering by 
Chriſt's 'Miniſtry , but by the Miſſion of 
Prophets before his Incarnation, tro which 
Chriſt's 'htimane Will could not extend, 
becauſe tiot then in being : Wherefore 
this Will is God's ordinative Will, import- 
ed iti the Miniſtery of Chriſt and the Pto- 
phers;the proper end & tendency whereof 
: M m Was 
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was to gatherthenr into the, balow of by © 
Grace. This Calviz in his Commentari 
upon this place calls, wiruz & incompardy 
bile amoris documentum ; and \withal adds, 
Jgrifica nungyam propony mobis Dei vers 
[a quiu ipſe maternd A M$ gremings 
ſunm ra aper, [ah Agaim, they, urge that, 
Iſai. 6 5.2. 1 ve {pread ont avj nds, all 
the do. anus a KWOK people 5 an ri this 
place {pea ly of the Grace ed.ta, 
the "Kebellionr,. . and therefore. it, proyyy 
_ that the Grace attorded tothe Elevy 
was xcliſtible. Neither. is it imaginable, 
that the ſame meaſure of GR Ended 
in _this expaxſen, of. God's \b4hg, as! in the; 
War af 6 rs Ia. 53-1,,;. The Av 


,this.place, Ramioal, yo; 
Peeh erts,” that ithere WAS: 4 16mnanh, 


according to the Kr of. BR Row, 1 i 
5.. not a remnant, according tothe better, 
1mprovement of; the. lame Grace; by a, 
remaant according tothe eledipn of; Grace 3; 
ſach, aspure Grace had, reſerved; in ſelto 
by thoſe ſpecial Qperations, which. were! 
not. vouchſafed to the lljnded-ones,Ner.7: 
Gad's ſtretching out his. hands. is all, one! 
with his call, Prov. 1.'24, but all meyy axe; 
not called afier the.ſame rate as the called, 
according to purpoſe < Wherefore this place; 


proves 
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provesnor, thar the workings of Grate 
as to. the Ele& are refiſtible 5 bur thar tha 
Offers of Grace as to 'the: Non-elect are 
ſetidus, 'God if the Means really fpread- 
ing” oat his' Arms of Grace' unto them. 
Again 5 they urge that of our” Saviour, 
Thefe things I ſay that you might be ſaved, 
I 24. which words wete ſpokeri to 


, which twould rot' come to Chriif , 

WE 40. bur tflat the holy Spirir ſpake as 
mwardty and powerfully, to them, as to 
ctheElet'who hear ard learn of the Father, 
what'Chymiltry can extratt ir our of rhis 
Fext?, or from what other Scripture can 
it- be: demonſtrated > God commanas the 
bt to ſhine out of darkneſs in ſome hearts, 

# Cor. 4,6. bur doth he ſoih all > Whence 
then —_— blinded ones,Ver. 4? If there 
be ady ſuch, whete is the Remonſtrants 
altty of Grace 2 Where, when they 

y, that Illumination is wrought irreft- 
ftibly? Theſe things cannot” confiſt roge- 
ther. Wherefore our Saviours words 
ſhew not forth the weakneſs or fuperable- . 
nels of Grace as to the Ele, but the true 
End and Scope of Chriſt's Preaching as 
to the Non-eled 3 what he ſpake to them 
was it order to their Salvation. Again 3 
they urge thar, The Phariſees ard Lawyers 
M m 2 rejett< 
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jeded the counſel of God againſt themſelves, 
berng not baptized of him, that is, of John, 
Luk. 7.30. Here,( ay they )is their Theſis in 
terminis : But this place 1s ſo far from prov- 
ing that the internal Grace vouchſafed to 
theElect is refiſtible,that from hence it:can- 
not be proved, that theſe Rejecters had a- 
ny _ of internal Grace at all: in 
them : For internal Grace runs in theVgi 
of Ordinances, and the Ordinance had 
ſpokenof wasJahn's Baptiſm,and that theſe 
Rejecters would not. partake of at all ; 
for ſo faith the Text, They were not  bapti- 
zed of him, and then which way ſhould 
they come by internal Grace ? could.they 
have it quite out of God's Way? . No, 
ſurely,there is little or.rather no reaſon-to 
imagine that theſcRejecters ſo far ſcorning 
God's Ordinance, as not ſo much as out- 
wardly to. be made .partakers, thereof, 
ſhould yet have the warkings of internal 
Grace 1 them. Burt ſuppoſe they had 
ſome internal Working, mult it needs be 
the baptiſm of the holy Ghoſt and fire, ſuch 
intimate and powerful working as is 19 the 
Elect ? Nata tittle of this.appears in the 
Text : wherefore this place proves not 
that the working of Grace inthe Elect is 
reiſtible, but it ſignally ſhews forth the 


nature 
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nature of divine Ordinances. Every Or- 
dinance 15an Ordinance from the Will of 
God; 'tis an Appointment dropt down 
from Heaven; 'tis divinely deſtinared 
&6 oxen! for edificatidn and not for de- 
firution 3 'tis the Place where God re- 
cords his Name 3 'tis the Way where God 
would be met withal ; 'tis the Oracle 
where God would be heard ; 'tisa kind of 
Tabernacle of witneſs where God atteſteth 
the Riches of his Grace. John's Baptiſm 
was not a mere external Sign or Shadow, 
but imported God's ordinative Counſel to 
bring men toRepentance;'twas&s wdvoics, 
fo repentance, as its proper End, Matth.3. 
11. Goſpel-preaching is not a mere ſound 
or voice of Words, but it importeth Gods 
ordinative Counſel to turn men unto him- 
ſelf. Hence every true Miniſter is ſaid to 
land in Gods counſel, and for this very 
End, to turn them from the evil of their do- 
ings, Jer.23.22. Every Ordinance ſpeaks 
an ordinative Counſel for ſome ſpiritual 
End, a ſerious Ordination for the good of 
Souls. Oh ! that every one would think 
ſo indeed, how ſurely would they find that 
God is in it of a truth z whoſoever comes 
to an Ordinance ſo thinking, juſtifies Gods 
Inſtitution and meets his Benediction 3 but 
Mm 3 he 
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he who comes and thinks otherwiſe, -dath 
Þþy. that very (thought ,for/4ke the. ondb- 
mance of bis God, and reje# his counſel, 
though not in ſo high and - groſs a manner 
as the Phariſees and Lawyers did, -who 
would not ſo much as outwardly partake 
bf Johr's Baptiſm. Again 3, they urge that, 
What conld have been done wore to my vine» 
yard, that I bave not done in it © Where» 
fore when I looked that it ſbowld bring fartb 
grapes, brought it forth mild grapes # Iſai, 
4. Here (lay they) were emma adhbibita, 
not a tantilluyg gretie wanting 3 here ſeems 
to be the wit;mrps conetur, the utmoſt Af- 
ing of Grace, even equal to thoſe Operatt- 
ons of Grace which were 1n the Converts 
of the Jewiſh Church, andthat upon a 
double account z Firſt, becauſe Gadſays, 
What could be done mores Secondly, be- 
cauſe God had done ſo much that he-exy 
peed the grapes of Holinels and Obedis 
ence from them:; and yet after all this 
they brought forth wild Grapes : Hence 
the Remoanitrants conclude, that Con» 
verſi1 is wrought in a reftible way, 1 
ar{wer ; thoſe which will take the true 
meaſurc of theGrace ſet tarthin this Text, 
muſt firſt conlider to whom this Grace 
Was afforded; 'twas to the Jewjlh Church 
n 


of: this granted,” as it cannot be demieeh 


» #3 +*® 


nal Grace, or elſe it is, what could have 
been done more in a way of external 
Means; the firft cannot be the meaning, 
that God could dono more ina way of in- 
ternal Grace 5 if God had'faid fon -that 
ſence , the Jewiſh Church might have 
aptly anſwered, Lord! couldſt thou not 
write the Law in every Heart ? Could(ſt 
thou not make a new heart» in every one 
of u2O how many unregenerate Souls are 
there found in me ! But if not that, Lord ! 
conldſt thou not at leaft have inwardly 
enlightned every one? Couldſt thoy not 
have given him ſome inward diſpoſitions 
to Converſion? O how many 1gnorant 
Souls are there, which call evil good and 
good evil,and put darkneſs for light and light 
for darkneſs, Tſai. 5. 20 ! theſe are not fo 
much as inwardly inlightned : O! how 
many Atheiſts are there which jear and 
fcoffat the Threatnings of God, ſaying, 
Let him haſten his work that we may ſee it, 
Mm 4 let 


= 
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let the counſel of the holy One draw nigh; 
that we of it, Ver. 9., Theſe are q 
far from any diſpoſitions to Converſion, 
rhat hel Be; Jays the ſenſe of a -Deity 
1 9 Lopd !. rhou,wha did(t plant me 2 
Vineyard or viſible Church, couldſt have 
planred yg races in eyery Heart; 
thou, 'who didſt gather out the ſtones of 
ublick annoyance out of me, could(t 
ave took away the privy ſtone of hardy 
neſs out of every Heart ; doubrleſ thou 
art Almighty.and therefore thou canſt do 
Ir;thou art True, and therefore thou wilt 
do't, if thou haſt ajd it, (Hence it ap- 
Peart that that Expreſſion [ What => 
ave been done more ? ] relates nat to in« 
ternal Grace, but, external means: 'tis as 
if God hadſaid, 0 Iſrael! 1 have planted 
tee in aCanaan, | have ſet thee my only vis ' 
ſible Church in the world, I have manured 
thee by my Prophets, I have betruited thee 
with the lively. Oracles of my Law, T have 
fenced thee in with my wak y providence and 
proteFions What Nation is there ſo great, 
who hath me ſonigh unto them, who hath 
Judgments and ſtatytes ſo righteous f What 
National or Church-privilege is there yet be- 
bind * What gould have been done more 


for 


before the Meſſrab's coming. in the 
This1 take tobe. the proper .meamng 

the words?. Secondly,.as to.God's,expe+ 
ation, neither doth that, imply that there 
were omnia adhibita; for when God came 
and ' ſought. fruit on the -Fig-tree , the 


: 
. 


ſeeking there was as much as the expetting - 


here, and-yer there were not. omnie edhze 
bita, no,. not. as. to external Means 4 for 
after his ſeeking, he digged about it-and 
dunged it, that it might be fruitful, Lak, 
12.6,7,8,9. Now by all this it appears,that 
that Parable of the Vineyard proves , 'not 
that the internal Grace afforded to thoſe 
Jews which were thereby converted was 
refiſtible z but it proves that the proper 
End and Tendency of the Means afford= 
edto the Jewiſh Church, was that they 
might bring fgrth good fruits to God,and 
in reſpett of that Ordination God- is 
ſaid to expet thoſe good fruits from 
them. az 
2. God by a virtual or ordinative Will 
doth will the Turning and Salvation even 
of the very Pagans. According to that 
Will, God would (asI have before laid 
down) be ſeey in every ereature, ſought and 


felt 
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"220 ers Le is 


Age nm \feared iy petit ſew bound: 
—_— unter "7 every dbaſe 
koh tarned to in J} 
Tris the vety Philiſtivies aw by the Light 
of Nature 5 Give Glory to. Galt (lay they) 
peudoentive he will lightex hit RA from 
P 30%, 1 Sam 6.4. Allo the Ninevites 
was, to'Cry mightily to God and 
rat yrs theirevil ways, who can tell ((ay 


!) if God will tern and repent, Jon4h 3; 
"* #4 a word 4 the' _—_ of all God's 
Works is. #h4t mtr ſhould fear before hint 
Baoleſ. 3.141 The yoodneſt and patience of 
Goul leads them to vepentante, Rom: 2:4, 
Hence the Apoſtle tells ns, The Lord is 
ring 18 us ward, not willing that 
Ns periſh, but that all ſhokld conre t6 
repeatance, 4 Pet. 3. 9. Mirns hic erga bu- 
San gents umbr ( faith Calvin on the 
place) qudd des vnlt effe ſalvor, &+ wird 
perenntes in falntem colligere paratus eft. 
God in indulging his Patience and Long- 
faffering to then, doth virtually will their 
Repentance and Salvation. I know ſome 
interprec this-place otherwiſe : God is 
long-ſtffering to &, that is,the «9610, in 


the former Verſe, not willing that axz( viz. 
0 


CY 
ty pres wore: to! opnes 


pada 'thiyt there >15mb 
thatthe rex raryts nas oe Pon F 
the the bled ha they-(who wo hare lay — 
[ſhould evmeitto R 
Neabes athiths ariſe the Stops 
' whidliafferts, —— wot WK 


ing that any ſhould periſh: bit hit dIÞ-FB&blf 


come to repentance, upon this ground, be- 
cauſe of his long-ſuffering ; and his Long- 
ſuffering extends to all, and in that extent 
its true End and Scope i is to lead them to 
repentance and ſalvation. Wherefore the 
meaning is, God is a O— to us, 
not to us beloved only, but tous men,not 
willing our Perdition but Repentance : 
The true Dit and Tendency, of hi his Long- 
ſuffering is to lead men to repentance and 
falvationz and therefore in willing that 
Long-ſuffering, he doth virtually and or- 
dinatively will their Repentance and Sal- 
vation. 

Having thus at large laid down this Di- 
ſtinction with its parts, my Anſwer to the 
Qxere propoſed is this 3 God's Will of 
Converſion, as effective and determina- 

: tive 


of the Work of Coobefoe," 
the Event, i accompliſhed in the 
Converſion of all the Ele&& by in- 
6 Grace 3 and God's Will of Con- 
-» a9 virtual and ordinative of 
- is accompliſhed | in this, That 
2 ſerious Exhibition of the Means 
to Converlton , *as their proper 
that that End (but for Man's 
untary Corruption ) would bethereby 
ined, eveninall 


